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How to Make Your Own Rapid/Californian Mastitis Test Reagent
The recipe recommended by Leach et al, 2008 is as follows:
· 40 ml Fairy Detergent 
· 160mls of water
· 1ml of food colouring
Mix thoroughly and store in a sealed container.  To use this,  use equal volumes i.e.3 mls, of the above reagent and goat milk.[endnoteRef:1]  Use a RMT paddle or a white small dish and swirl around. Observe for the following signs.  A positive for goats and mastitis is a 2 or 3 score.[endnoteRef:2]  This YouTube video shows how to do this test https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe4DbQ6DTPs&t=16s . [1:  Leach, K. A., M. J. Green, J. E. Breen, J. N. Huxley, R. Macaulay, H. T. Newton and A. J. Bradley (2008). "Use of domestic detergents in the California mastitis test for high somatic cell counts in milk." The Veterinary Record 163(19): 566-570.]  [2:  Contreras, A., D. Sierra, J. C. Corrales, A. Sanchez and J. Marco (1996). "Physiological threshold of somatic cell count and California Mastitis Test for diagnosis of caprine subclinical mastitis." Small Ruminant Research 21(3): 259-264.] 


	 Category 
	Score 
	Description of reaction 

	Negative 
	0 
	Mixture of milk and RMT fluid stays unchanged and can easily be shaken 

	Weakly positive 
	1 
	Mixture is slightly mucous but can still be shaken. Ignore in goats. 

	Positive 
	2 
	With movement of the mixture and unmistakeable mucous formation can be seen. It is still possible to tip a small portion of the mixture out (SCC >200,000 cells/ml  Positive for goats.

	Strongly positive 
	3 
	Jelly-like, mucous consistency is formed and it is difficult to shake the mixture. It is no longer possible to tip out any surplus liquid (SCC >400,000 cells/ml). Positive for goats.
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