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e Dog fighting

e Coursing

e Certain types
of hunting

e Certain events
causing pain
(e.g. when
people
attempt to
catch, fight or
throw animals)

Proposals Comment
3 The purpose of the Agree It is recognised that acts of husbandry are
ACPA is to provide a necessary for overall health of both animals and
reasonable balance people handling animals. However, with advances
between the welfare in technology and pharmacology, pain relief and
needs of animals and research into better options should be strongly
the interests of people encouraged.
whose livelihood is
dependent on the
animals.
4 Prohibited events Agreed Goat racing is sometimes criticized but as long as
e Cock fighting But do not add in the goats are trained first, this is a good activity
e Bull fighting goat racing for children and young people. This billy goat cart

racing is also part of Australia’s culture. Goat
racing should be allowed.

5 Reporting of animal
welfare concerns by
veterinary
professionals

Not agreed and this is
also not the policy of
the Australian
Veterinary
Association.

Vets would continue
to play an educative
role with regard to

the animal’s health.

If mandatory
reporting does come
in, it should be

Issues include:

e Clients would be less likely to bring
forward animals for treatment if they had
concerns about being reported.

e C(Clients may lie about the history of their
animals e.g. how much feed was
available, if they thought they may be
reported and vets may then be directed
to other differential diagnoses.

e This would be a breach of trust between
the vet and the animal owner.

e Vets could potentially be put at risk from
Domestic Violence partners who could
threaten vets or their staff
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restricted to cruelty
rather than neglect.

e Animal welfare concerns need to be
scoped out. There would be an avalanche
of reporting if every obese dog’s or goat
owner was referred to authorities. There
are also a lot of grey areas — goats who
need surgery e.g. to remove a large udder
that was too close to the ground or to
remove a tooth just because it is beyond
their means.

6 Regulated surgical

procedures:
e Cropping dog’s
ear
e Debarking
operations
e Removal of
cats claws

e Docking tail of
horse or cow
or dog

Agree

But also add in
Applying an elastrator
ring to buck kids over
2 months of age. This
is an Act of Veterinary
Science under the
Veterinary Surgeons
Act

The castration age limit for goats should stay at
>2 months being an act of Vet Surgery. Male
dairy goats are fertile at 3 months of age and
their testes are large. Actually one of my best
clients with stud Saanens confirmed a buck kid
impregnated his half-sister at 2 months 3 weeks
of age which was when he was moved out to join
the bucks in another area despite still receiving
milk via a bottle.

7 Possession or use of
certain traps and spurs

Agree but more
should be added i.e.
Opera house traps
Steel jawed traps

8 Dogs
e Useofadogto
injure or kill
another
animal
e Closely

confining dogs
e Restraint of
dogs in open
vehicle trays
and trailers
and open
windows

Agree re not allowing
a dog to kill other
animals except for rat
seeking terriers e.g.
those used by local
government.

Agree re confinement
but need an
exception for medical
conditions either
temporary for
recovery after surgery
or if a contact or
pollen allergy until
treated.

Also restraint should
just be for public
roads as dogs on
farms will need to be
able to jump on and
off vehicles while on
properties.

The change needs to allow dogs to jump on and
off vehicles on farms. .

9 Using animals for
scientific purpose
e Aligning with
Scientific User

Agree but extend to
the creation of breeds
with defects.

Fainting goat genes have been imported in
Australia but only currently used in meat crosses.
We should not follow the US examples where the
fainting gene is actively selected for and animals
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Code to
include
creation and
breeding of
new animals
where the
impact on the
animals well
being is
unknown or
uncertain and
other practices
including
diagnosis,
product
testing and
production of
biological
products

registered as this breed by sending in a photo of
the goat down on its side unable to move.

10 Inspectors

e Powers are
sufficient to
effectively deal
with animal
welfare
incidents

e Externally
appointed
inspectors

Agreed

Agreed

11 Compliance and
enforcement

Need to add in
- PINs
- Enforceable
undertakings

Enforceable undertakings can fund education and
extension.

12 Managing seized
animals

Agreed with
reservations. Owners
could be asked for a
basic bond to cover
basic feed and water
and normal
husbandry for any
seized animals.

Fostering should be
the first option.

While it is essential that prosecutions should not
be discouraged due to the high costs of keeping
animals until the court processes are finalized,
the owner is innocent until proven guilty and
hence should be able to negotiate on costs of
keeping the seized animals and suggest
alternatives to expensive boarding arrangements
and then negotiate.

3 Establishing
appropriate penalties

Agree

Penalties are adequate but magistrates need to
not give minimum sentences as a routine.
Perhaps some training for magistrates?
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ITEMS NOT COVERED IN THE DISCUSSION PAPER

Disbudding

Unlike the situation with sheep and cattle, it is not possible to establish a poll goat breed as
there is a linked gene to the poll gene for intersex and all pure poll female kids are sterile
and can show external sexual characteristics that range from a normal female to a normal
male or anything in-between. .Most often they look like a female with an enlarged clitoris.
Poll goats should not be kept with horned goats due to bullying and the damage that can be
given to the poll goats.

Horned goats often get caught in fences as shown in the photo below and can die of thirst.

Also some goats have such large horns they are a WH&S issue for goat handlers. | lost a
tooth when an Angora buck threw back its head while being examined. A child could lose an
eye. Dairy goats have never been selected for horn type so horns can be massive as shown
in the following photo.
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In the UK, disbudding is only done under anaesthesia by a vet. UK vets anecdotally report
that in dairy goat herds where horns are left on, damage to goats requiring veterinary
treatment, surgery or destruction happen approximately every 6 months. The British Goat

Animal Care & Protection legislation review — Dr Sandra Baxendell, Goat Veterinary Consultancies —
goatvetoz. pg. 5



Veterinary Society produced a video on how to disbud for vets and proposes to run training
courses for vets using dead kids.

In the USA anyone can disbud kids where vets feel that nerves to the horn bud area take
longer to develop and as long as disbudding happens in the first week then this is
acceptable. In the USA a recent survey found that 64% of dairy goat operations, disbudded
their kids in the first 3 weeks of life ' which accounted for 67% of dairy goat breed kids.
Meat goats and pet goats were also disbudded but at lower levels'.

In Switzerland, goat farmers were given access to xylazine and ketamine (Schedule 8) drugs
to anaesthetize kids prior to disbudding but a review found that farmers were not using
these drugs properly and the kids disbudding was either not pain free or there were other
problems . | do not support giving anaesthetic drugs to farmers.

There has been a lot of research looking at alternatives to hot iron disbudding in goats and
all have been unsuccessful including:

o Local blocks — as goat kids need 2 blocks per side or a ring block and this risks local
anaesthetic toxicity (toxic dose is 1ml for a 2kg kid, the size of some miniature breed
kids in the first week after birth). Also research has shown the blocks are more
painful than the procedure. VWi

o Prilocaine cream or EMLA cream as used in children for inserting catheters ¥ and
this cream may have even intensified the pain.*

o Clove oil injections.”

o Liquid nitrogen ¥

o Caustic paste was only effective in just over half the kids. ™

The latest review in 2021 summarized current knowledge and found “Collectively, we did
not find that any of the alternative methods of disbudding provided a feasible option over
heat cautery to improve welfare.” xiii

While meloxicam has been shown to reduce the throbbing pain that occurs post disbudding,
although it has no effect on the pain when the hot irons are applied V. A survey of British
Goat Veterinary Society members found that all vets used an NSAID, generally meloxicam, as
well as an anaesthesia for disbudding. NSAIDs such as meloxicam was shown to help with
post disbudding pain by several researchers *i,

However there is no meloxicam product registered for use in goats. | use Buccalgesic gel
every time | disbud a goat kid. My disbudding procedure is shown on this YouTube video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mT5tWD9gPE . | recommend NSAID pain relief for
disbudding provided it can be prescribed via telemedicine methods.

o “Off Label” Prescriptions for Pain Relief products
Neither TRI-SOLFEN nor any Meloxicam product is registered for goats and many goat
owners report they have difficulty finding a veterinarian willing to treat or prescribe for their
goats. Also many goats are kept in rangeland areas where veterinary services are a long
distance away. For this reason | recommend that pain relief products be able to be
prescribed via telemedicine to goat owners for routine husbandry procedures such as
disbudding and castration. Covid 19 has shown that human prescriptions can be renewed
via telemedicine, so there should be no barriers for veterinary pain relief prescriptions.
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e Access to veterinary medicines for goats
Access to veterinary medicines is becoming more difficult for veterinarians willing to treat
goats or other minor species such as alpacas. This is now a welfare issue. Currently there is
only one active that is spray that can be used on dairy goats for lice but no powders nor
backline treatments. Goats hate water so a spray is not ideal. Similarly there are only 2
worm drenches (Panacur and Caprimec/Virbamec) that can be used on dairy goats and one
is a benzimidazole which has wide-spread resistance. | have clients with milking goats that
have worms resistance to both drench families, yet | cannot legally prescribe a sheep drench
from a different drench family due to the DO NOT USE statements on the sheep drench
labels. Also antibiotics often have a DO NOT USE statement that prohibits use in goats. |
recently had milk samples taken from a goat with mastitis and had great difficulty finding
antibiotic to use that was needed based on the sensitivity results.

DO NOT USE statements should only be allowed to be placed on labels if there is a genuine
danger e.g. monensin in horses or aspirin in cats, rather than just to save the manufacturers
money so they don’t have to do milk withdrawal period trials. Alternatively a veterinary
prescription should be allowed to over-ride a DO NOT USE statement on a label. A good
example is levamisole which used to be widely used in milking goats decades ago and for
which the USA allows a 3 day milk with-holding period. However now there is no sheep
levamisole drench that can be used in milking goats in Australia so one whole drench family
cannot be used in combinations or rotations to prevent drench resistance in goats.
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