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International Sheep Vet Conference 

(also covered goats)



Sandra’s key take-aways

● Key points from goat poster presentations & 

lectures 

● Worm control 

● What is in the pipeline that will help goat owners 



Keynote Speaker’s Net Zero Push 

Advice  



Buyers of goat products will buy if 

reduced greenhouse gas (GHG)

● Major companies/lenders want to become net 

zero so will look at their supply chain & will buy 

from/lend to farms with less GHG

● If your goat meat is from kids raised more 

quickly to slaughter weight, then they have less 

GHG produced

● If your farm buys less Nitrogen fertilizer from 

overseas, then your goat product has less GHG



Biosecurity risks are increasing



Exotic goat disease are spreading & 

getting closer to Australia



Keynote from CVO – fake info 

spreads rapidly 



Everyone needs to take action 



CAE & SRLV eradicated on a Dutch 

Island but 3 years later was re-

introduced with purchased animals 







CAE in New Zealand

 

Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis (CAE) is a debilitating viral disease affecting dairy goats 
globally. Individual testing to eradicate the virus from a herd is costly when used as a 
surveillance program. Bulk tank milk (BTM) ELISA testing for CAE has proven to be a cost-
effective method to monitor the prevalence of CAE in a population of 60,000 goats 
supplying a New Zealand Dairy Goat Company. Over the past six seasons, monthly BTM 
monitoring has been employed to detect positive herds. Subsequent group and/or 
individual ELISA milk testing were conducted on herds that tested positive on BTM to 
identify and cull positive individuals. Large herds (700+) with less than 0.4% positive 
animals have been detected using the CAE BTM ELISA screening. This method is an 
economically efficient and effective means to monitor CAE prevalence in large 
commercial dairy goat herds. 



Nutritional stress causes an abortion 

storm 1



Nutritional stress causes an abortion 

storm - 2



Presence of Mycoplasma putrefaciens in a severe 

outbreak of polyarthritis and increased somatic cell 

count in a dairy goat herd



Case description A severe outbreak of polyarthritis in goat kids (107/300 kids) 
and primiparous goats (55/61 goats), together with an elevated somatic cell 
count (SCC; > 6.0 × 106 cells/mL; ref.: < 1.0 × 106 cells/mL) in the multiparous goats 
was observed in a herd of 180 dairy goats, in October 2024. Bacterial cultures were 
taken from the affected joints of three kids at post-mortem, and from one clinical 
mastitis case. During a farm visit, potential risk factors were identified, and blood 
samples were taken from ten goats for CAEV and BTV serology.

Findings: Bacterial cultures of joint fluid were positive for Escherichia 
coli and Mycoplasma spp. Bacterial culture of the milk sample was positive for 
coagulase-negative Staphylococci and Mycoplasma spp. A Mycoplasma 
putrefaciens specific PCR was positive for both the bacterial cultures from the joint 
and the milk. Ten and two out of the ten blood samples for serology were positive 
for CAEV and BTV, respectively. Risk factors identified included: high stocking 
density, poor bedding hygiene, pooling of colostrum and the presence of CAE.

Conclusions: The role of M. putrefaciens in this case seems to be opportunistic, and 
secondary to concurrent diseases and management shortcomings. The multi-
morbidities on this farm required intense veterinary-farmer collaboration towards 
an acceptable outcome for the farmer.





Clinical presentations of thymic 

neoplasia in goats  Mary C. Smith



Findings: Cases seen by the author were mostly 10 years or 
older, pets or sanctuary animals, and exhibited weight loss, 
bloat, dyspnea or muffled heart sounds. Thymic neoplasia 
was diagnosed at necropsy in 11 goats (out of 719) during the 
17-year period, with a prevalence of approximately 1.5%. 
…Ages ranged from 7 to 16 years. The tumour was judged to 
be incidental in five cases and contributing to clinical signs 
such as respiratory distress as a space-occupying mass in the 
thorax of five goats. One upper cervical mass was implicated 
in dysphagia.

Thymic tumours were diagnosed from biopsies or farm 
necropsies from 17 goats, often without clinical history. These 
included nine cervical masses, two thoracic tumours mistaken 
by the submitter for lung, and six other thoracic masses. …..



Key Points about Thymic tumours

● If in the neck – 

monitor or 

surgically remove

● If in the chest –

euthanize 



British Goat Vet Society Disbudding 

survey 



UK vets use anaesthesia Plus pain 

relief (meloxicam) & spray



British Goat Vet Soc policy 



Early diagnosis of enzootic nasal 

adenocarcinoma (ENA) in goats: A 

preliminary study



Introduction: Enzootic nasal adenocarcinoma (ENA) of 
goats, also known as an enzootic nasal tumour, is a 
contagious neoplasm of the nasal mucosal glands 
aetiologically associated with the betaretrovirus ENTV-2. 
Clinical signs are absent in the early stages when the tumour 
is small, but as the disease progresses, symptoms such as 
dyspnea, seromucous nasal discharge, snoring, coughing, 
exophthalmos, and skull deformities are observed. There 
is no effective treatment or vaccine, and disease control on 
affected farms is challenging due to the apparent lack of 
humoral immune response, making detecting preclinically 
affected goats difficult.

Objectives: To assess the efficacy of nostril thermography 
and RT-PCR from nasal swabs for the early detection of 
enzootic nasal adenocarcinoma (ENA) in goats.





Caesareans don’t affect subsequent 

ewe fertility



University did caesareans to train vet students 
then kept the ewes  





Immuno-castration doesn’t prevent 

buck smell in meat



Hong Kong Vet School’s solution to 

teaching scrotal palpation



Johne’s disease affects fertility in 

sheep 



Methods: At pregnancy diagnosis, multiple pooled faecal samples were 
collected from pregnant and non-pregnant ewes in over 93 flocks in UK and 
NZ. Samples were screened by MAP specific qPCR.

Results: Over 70% of the flocks in both countries were infected 
with MAP. A higher proportion of the non-pregnant ewe groups 
were infected with MAP compared to the pregnant groups. 
Among the infected pools a significantly higher burden of MAP 
bacteria (lower Ct-value) was detected in the pools from non-
pregnant ewes compared to pregnant ewes, suggesting either a 
higher prevalence of MAP shedding individuals and/or higher 
concentration of MAP in the non-pregnant ewes.

Conclusions: These results suggest MAP may be a contributor 
to reproductive failure, and therefore increased premature 
culling, in infected flocks in both countries. The non-specific 
symptoms of MAP infection mean it is often underdiagnosed, 
and these results suggest MAP's importance to productivity may 
be underestimated.



Canine predators increased Bulk 

Milk Cell Counts



Rangeland does fertility



If you don’t test you don’t 
know



Sheep vaccination 

recommendations



Enterotoxaemia – poor responses in 

sheep so may need every 3 months 



My goat recommendations 





Enterotoxaemia prevalence of 9.5% was recorded 
among small ruminants, with nutrition mismanagement 
and sudden dietary changes identified as major 
predisposing factors. Poor veterinary services, limited 
vaccine access, and inadequate community awareness 
exacerbated the outbreak. Mortality rates were 
significant, with an estimated 7.1% of the county's 
sheep population approximately 385,311 animals 
succumbing to the disease annually. Interventions such 
as vaccination campaigns, improved dietary practices, 
community education, and strengthened surveillance 
systems significantly mitigated the disease's impact. By 
2024, prevalence reduced to 3.4%, and mortality rates 
declined to 3.1%.

Enterotoxaemia/Pulpy Kidney in Kenyan small ruminants 





Results: It was found that the health of goats and herds is threatened 
by the following infectious diseases: caprine arthritis encephalitis 
(CAE), listeriosis, infectious ecthyma, and caseous lymphadenitis 
(CLA). Furthermore, it was determined that one of the biggest 
problems is CAE, with a prevalence of over 80%. The disease 
clinically manifests in 38% of the population. Listeriosis occurs 
occasionally in herds that feed on silage. Increased frequency of the 
disease was noted during dry periods due to the contamination of 
grass with soil during silage making. Clinical mastitis most often 
occurs during suckling in kids in 5% of goats, while subclinical mastitis 
is present in 23% of the population. Diseases diagnosed due to 
improper feeding include ketosis, ruminal acidosis, and hypocalcemia. 
As expected, parasites in such a farming system do not significantly 
threaten goat health, except for coccidiosis, which is most common in 
kids. One of the common mistakes is the failure to remove horns, 
which leads to mutual injuries among goats.

Conclusion: In conclusion, we can say that herd health 
management must be focused on eradicating diseases such as 
CAE and CL, as well as improving the quality of feeding.



Qfever affects all animals but goats caused 

hundreds of human cases in the Netherlands



Europe has a Qfever/coxiellosis  

surveillance system 



Offspring vaccination as a strategy to 

control Coxiella burnetii shedding in dairy goats



Vaccinating offspring builds herd 

immunity to Qfever/coxiellosis



Serious vaccine reactions in goats 

esp. annual boosters 



In Australia we vaccinate people 

as we can get it from dust, 

marsupials etc  
There is no animal vaccine 



WORM CONTROL 

Mostly sheep lectures but applicable to 

goats



Dairy Goat Society Australia survey 

74% said internal 
parasites were a 
problem & all 
believed internal 
parasites affected 
production 



Challenges 

● Lack of info on goat dose 

rates

● Goats metabolise 

drenches differently

● Off label use 

● Resistance and residue 

risks 



43 were using BioWorma

Only 16 had done a Faecal Egg Count Reduction Test



Key findings/recommendations 

● Haemonchus contortus or 

barbers pole worms are 

main problem

● We need drenches 

registered for goats as 80% 

are using them anyway

● Monitor drench resistance

● Promote sustainable 

parasite control



Results: completed the online questionnaire, 
predominantly female owners managing medium/small 
herds in the southeastern states of Australia. Seventy-four 
percent (49/66) of respondents observed gastrointestinal 
parasite-related illnesses in their goats and two-thirds 
assessed worm burden using faecal egg counts. Nearly 
all (97%) acknowledged production losses caused by 
gastrointestinal parasites and ranked Haemonchus 
contortus as the most important internal parasite. The 
majority of respondents (94%) used anthelmintics, with Q 
drench being the most commonly used anthelmintic. 
WormBoss and veterinarians were the most trusted sources 
for advice on the use of anthelmintics. Targeted deworming 
was the most common strategy, though 77% had never 
tested the efficacy of anthelmintics. Multiple 
correspondence analyses delineated “good” and “poor” 
gastrointestinal parasite control practices.





Anti-CarLA test Ontario Canada





Anti-CarLA test works in sheep, but 

opposite in goats (in 1st year)











Research needs for sheep worms 



What exciting things are in the 

pipeline

Or available now overseas 



Working on AI ID of worm eggs







Moredun working on vaccines for Trichostrongylus and 
Telodorsgia worms 



Elastrator rings coated with local anaethetic



Lidoband in blister packs ready to use



LidoBand but takes 20-30 mins to work 



Preventing sheep pneumonia





Interest in a sheep mycoplasma vaccine 





Methods: NBS was used alternately with strong iodine solution on the navel and 
ear tag sites of 6840 lambs born to eleven UK commercial sheep flocks, that 
lambed indoors in 2024 and where data recording was already routine on farm.

Outcome: Mortality up to 56 days old differed significantly (X2=8.24; p = 0.004) 
between NBS lambs (6.5%) and iodine lambs (8.3%) with an especially marked 
difference in survival rate over the first four days of life. Mortality ratio was 
1:1.28. Of the lambs that survived and were weighed both at birth and at 
approximately 56 days (n = 3385), the daily weight gain differed significantly 
(p = 0.02) with a weight difference at 56 days of 0.36 kg in favour of NBS. For 517 
pairs of twin lambs, linear regression indicated a weight difference of 0.49kg in 
favour of the NBS lambs (p = 0.008). Mortality in the lambs with dipped navels 
was significantly lower than those with sprayed navels (p = 0.017).

Conclusion: Optimal navel and ear tag site applications during lambing 
efficiently protects against neonatal deaths. NBS is superior to strong 
iodine and dipping outperforms spraying.

Umbirez NBS 



Dip don’t spray 
Note NoBACZ Navel is retailed as UMBIREZ in all countries 

outside of the UK & Ireland.

https://nobacz.com/umbirez/
https://nobacz.com/umbirez/
https://nobacz.com/umbirez/
https://nobacz.com/umbirez/


Goats 101 for veterinarians

Sandra A Baxendell, goatvetoz



Background: Many goat owners have trouble 
accessing veterinary help for their goats as their local 
vets only see dogs and cats. This is becoming a serious 
animal welfare issue, especially as miniature breed 
goats are becoming popular in semi-urban areas.

Objectives: The aim is to provide basic information to 
small animal veterinarians to encourage them to 
provide care for the goats in their communities. 
Veterinarians have many transferrable skills that just 
need some slight adjustments to successfully treat 
goats.

3 videos of my talk (which was in 3 parts)  are on here 
https://goatvetoz.com.au/conference



A Small Animal Vet can set up to see goats for under 
$1000









https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17510813/2025/103/S1

Only AVA members can read more than just list of titles
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International Sheep Vet Conference 

Questions ? 



Not Used 





Effects of castration and rearing method 

on weight gain of dairy goat kids



Methods: In 2023, 100 kids were castrated with Burdizzo forceps under 
general and local anaesthesia or left entire (not castrated). All 100 kids 
were reared on extensive pasture. In 2024, the weight development of 
100 male kids was tracked. 22 died mainly after weaning due to 
clostridiosis. 34 kids were reared indoor and 33 on pasture. 36 kids were 
castrated using Burdizzo forceps and 31 were immunised against GnRH 
by Improvac®. Nine kids remained uncastrated.

Results: In 2023 weight gain of both groups was in parallel and did not 
differ significantly at any time. Uncastrated animals tended be heavier 
than the castrated kids. A group of 9 uncastrated animals reared indoor 
had the highest weight at slaughter with 39.8 kg. In 2024, the three 
groups did not have significantly different weights at the end of the 
fattening period (uncastrated 32.8±3.8 kg; Burdizzo 29.4±4.1 kg; 
Improvac® 29.0±4.5 kg). The uncastrated bucks raised indoor were the 
heaviest, the Improvac® vaccinated kids raised on pasture were the 
lightest.



Bluetongue spreading in Europe 
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