Goats 101 for veterinarians
Sandra A Baxendell 
Goat Veterinarian Consultancies – goatvetoz, 22 Lesina St., Keperra, Brisbane, Qld Australia
Corresponding author: goatvetoz@gmail.com
Background
Many goat owners have trouble accessing veterinary help for their goats as their local vets only see dogs and cats.  This is becoming a serious animal welfare issue, especially as miniature breed goats are becoming popular in semi-urban areas. 
Objectives
The aim is to provide basic information to small animal veterinarians to encourage them to provide care for the goats in their communities.  Veterinarians have many transferrable skills that just need some slight adjustments to successfully treat goats. 
Outcomes (Key Goat Differences)
· Rectal temperature is 39.5 degrees C plus or minus 0.5. 
· Normal respiratory rate is 10-30 per minute 
· Normal pulse is  70-95 per minute
· Goats metabolise veterinary medicines more rapidly than sheep or small animals so need higher dose rates or more frequent dosing. 
· Anthelmintics need to be given at higher doses rates than the sheep label instructions. i.e. double for benzimidazoles and monepantel and 1.5 times for levamisole. 
· Goats need vaccination more frequently than sheep – a minimum of every 6 months, more often if fed a lot of grain.
· Goats do best with the minimum number of vaccines needed so use Glanvac 3® rather than Glanvac 6®, unless cases of the other clostridial diseases are likely.  This will also reduce the size of the vaccine reactions; often large in goats.
Clinical implications
With minimal expenditure for additional veterinary medicines (vaccine, 1L combination worm drench, oxytetracycline, thiamine) and equipment (McMasters egg counting chamber, secateurs for feet trimming, single use drench guns), small animal veterinarians can successfully provide these services.  

