CPAAA General Meeting
Grace Union Church
May 14, 2026

Refreshments served at 6:30 pm; General Meeting Call to Order at 7:00 pm by Larry McDaniel, President. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board Members present: Larry McDaniel, Joe Buffa, Noma Fogelbach, Janis McCracken, Karen Hernandez, Susan Doerge, Bob Slama and Kathleen Luepke. Absent were Board Members, Kim Hummert, Marci Potter and Dale Flanakin.

Officer-of-the-Quarter Presentations (Second Quarter, 2026)

Fourth Precinct: Captain Aaron Roediger introduced Officer Abraham Soto as the Officer-of-the-Quarter for the 4th precinct. Officer Soto is a native of Los Angeles. He served in the Air Force and then joined corporate America. He was always interested in police work so he joined the St. Louis County Police. He has been on the street patrolling south county for approximately one year. He is not only smart, but he is an aggressive police officer who serves on the midnight shift. He answered a call for a fight in progress where the suspect could be armed. He took charge of the scene and went hands on when the suspect did not comply. He is exactly what we are looking for. Officer Soto was presented with a plaque and a check for $100. Officer Soto then introduced us to his wife. 

Third Precinct: Lt. Joni Jensen introduced Officer Emily Wolfram as Officer-of-the-Quarter for the 3rd precinct. Lt. Jensen noted that all the Sergeants recommended Officer Wolfram for this honor. Officer Wolfram is also a member of the Major Case Squad. She recently used her training to use exigent circumstances to get OnStar to help locate a stolen car in a potential missing person case. Finding that car is what really broke the case. Officer Wolfram works very hard and is an excellent day-shift officer. We are very proud of her. She was presented with a plaque and a check for $100. 

Precinct Updates (Second Quarter, 2026)

Fourth Precinct Report
Captain Brian Schellman was reassigned to the Tactical Operations Unit. Captain Aaron Roediger introduced himself as the “new” Captain of the 4th precinct. He had been Captain in Jennings for two years and was transferred to the 4th precinct about 6 weeks ago. Many of our members remember him from his many stints in the 3rd and 4th precincts. He has 4 children and still lives in the same house. He cares tremendously about south county and the men and women who serve here. He stated his goal is for his precinct to be the best precinct, but Lt. Noonan reminded him that we already are the best. Captain Roediger replied, “Well, let’s continue to keep it the best precinct.” 

Third Precinct Report
Lt. Jensen was pleased to announce that Crimes Against Persons were down approximately 20% over the past month. This includes crimes such as Assault, Abduction, etc. The 3rd precinct officers have been holding quarterly meetings with security at Mercy South Hospital to collaborate on enhanced security. Recently St. Louis County Police worked with the Sunset Hills Police to arrest 2 suspects who had been breaking into trucks and stealing tools. This week, four officers finished field training and will be heading out on the road on their own. 

Responding to questions from the membership, Lt. Jensen noted that e-bikes (bikes under 29 mph) are treated with the same rules as bicycles. Pocket bikes/motor bikes are different and must be licensed. Bikes that make the pop-pop-pop noise have faulty mufflers and can be ticketed. Even though gas prices are high, there have been no spikes in gas thefts; paying at the pump has virtually eliminated this. You can call 9-1-1 if you notice reckless or inattentive driving. 

Presentations / Special Guests

Our speaker this evening was Officer Stephanie Edwards, a detective from the Domestic Violence Unit. They investigate any type of felony crimes between domestic partners. The state defines domestic partners as where there is a relationship between the partners, i.e., by blood, intimate partner (married, divorced, have a child together), roommate, etc.  The Domestic Violence Unit specifically investigates cases of intimate partner relationships only. These cases can range from sexual assault, revenge porn, stalking, etc. 

There are four officers in this division and they each average 80+ cases per year. They do not find their cases to be more prevalent by race, socio-economic or sexually-oriented dynamic. These cases can affect anyone. Precincts may keep some lower-level cases, but none that contain life-threatening injuries. We try to keep our patrol officers as safe as possible. There is now evidence that domestic abusers have been known to become violent towards law enforcement and can actually become active shooters.

The first sign of abuse is often when the victim becomes withdrawn and isolated. The abuser wants to take away the victim’s support system. These cases often start out slowly, through social and emotional abuse, then move to physical abuse. 

While every case is unique, there are a number of reasons that a victim does not leave the relationship:
1. When children are involved, they feel like they are breaking up the family. They don’t want the children to be isolated.
2. Severe economic situation where they believe they can’t afford to leave.
3. Victims oftentimes don’t think anyone will believe them.
4. Emotional manipulation where victim is intimidated to believe they will get in trouble. 
5. Abuser can have mental disorder and victim doesn’t want to abandon them. They just want them to get help. 

Statistics show that there is a dramatic increase in the number of women being strangled. If a victim is strangled, numbers show that they are 750x more likely to be killed by their partner in the following year. There is a misconception that there will be bruises and marks on the victim, but we often see injuries on the abuser. The victim tries to defend themself and can scratch and injure the aggressor. The victim is then intimidated to believe they will get in trouble because the abuser has visible injuries. The detectives in our unit are trying to un-train our officers regarding a common misconception, “If there is no visible sign, then it didn’t happen.” We try to train the officers to just be compassionate and let the victim get their story out. 


Domestic violence is similar to substance abuse. Cases can span a number of years. 
They may know that they are not making the best decisions, but until the victim is fully ready to address the situation, there is really not a lot you can do to help them. All you can do is encourage them. And, when they do decide to get help, this can be the most dangerous time for them because abusers feel they are losing control. Abusers can panic and escalate their behavior. 

Many cases start with cell phones. Detective Edwards said as many as 85% of their cases start with a cell phone. They involve accusations of infidelity, trying to look at the other person’s cell phone or take it away. The phone gives the victim access to support, and the abuser wants to cut the victim off and have control over them. 

Children are victims of the abusive situation, too. Children learn so much from their parents, behavior, conflict management and communication styles. We are finding that many of these children grow up to be abusers or find themselves in abusive relationships. We try to involve the children’s division as often as possible. 

I find that it is my job to advocate for the victim. The first number of incidents, the victim is often reluctant to press charges. If victims do not want to press charges, with the right kind of evidence the state will issue charges. In the state of Missouri, we cannot file a restraining order on behalf of the victim. If it becomes a criminal case, bond conditions can include a “no-contact order.” 

Certainly, some of these cases are caused by substance abuse, but the abuser having a narcissistic personality seems to be a common denominator. These abusers are never rude in an interview. They always want to talk and minimize their behavior. “I love when they want to talk to me, because I think the abuser is playing checkers while I am playing chess.” They usually end up admitting to a lot more than they realize. 

New Business

Membership participated in a moment of silence in honor of two recently deceased members, Norma Wodraska and Jean Larkin. 

Cop on Top: Officer Rehagen announced that the officers from the 4th precinct will be participating in the Cop on Top event tomorrow. They will be collecting donations for Special Olympics. The event will take place at the Dunkin Donuts at 4220 Telegraph Road on Friday, May 15th between 6:00 am and noon. Officer Rehagen will be on the roof. All are invited to stop by to see him, grab a donut and make a donation. 

Officer Appreciation BBQs: Joe Buffa announced that our annual officer appreciation BBQs will be held in June. The BBQ at the 4th precinct will be on Wednesday, June 17th and the BBQ at the 3rd precinct will be on Wednesday, June 24th.  We will serve food for both 1st and 2nd shifts. Joe is handling the BBQing and has his volunteers set. Kathleen Luepke will be handling the serving inside and has her volunteers set. What we need is volunteers to bake desserts and deliver them to the precincts on the morning of the BBQs. 

Fundraiser BBQ at Christ Memorial Lutheran Church: Our participation will be at the church’s BBQ on Saturday, July 18th. Elfreida Faulstich is our church contact and in charge of the bake sale. Karen Hernandez will line up volunteers for the event. This fundraiser is critical to funding our many projects so please sign up to help. Sign-in sheets are in the back tonight. We volunteer at the July BBQ, but the church holds a BBQ on the 3rd Saturday of every month through October. It would be nice to support them by buying BBQ dinners other months as well. 

CPAAA Merchandise: Bob Needham is retiring from being the Merchandise Chairman after 17 years of overseeing our logo’d apparel and goods. Many thanks and applause were given to Bob for all his hard work. We do have a few older shirts in stock and are wanting to sell these at a sales price of $10. Stock is located on stage to right. Please check them out tonight and see if there is anything you might want to purchase. 

We are now going to have individuals who are interested in purchasing CPAAA merchandise, go directly to our new vendor, St. Louis Custom Gear. They are located at 7529 S. Lindbergh, in the Home Depot Plaza. You can select your shirt and they will embroider it with our logo. There is about a 6-10 day turnaround time. Larry showed a sample of a t-shirt with logo which costs $19.  

Old Business

Minutes: As the minutes from our last meeting can be found on our website at www.cpaaasouth.com, the prior minutes were not reviewed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Norma Fogelbach reported that we had a beginning balance of $7,830.79. We had a deposit of $90.00 from additional membership dues collected. We had expenses of $200.00 for (2) monthly awards to the Officers of the 2nd Quarter leaving us with a balance of $7,720.79. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

Volunteer Committee: Karen Hernandez announced that we need 4 volunteers to serve food at the Welfare Association Memorial Golf Tournament on Monday, June 15th. The tournament is being held at Norwood Hills Country Club. Please let Karen know if you can help. 

Membership Report: Janis McCracken announced that after she and Kathleen Luepke reached out to all unpaid members, they have prepared a roster of all paid members which now totals 101 active members.  She thanked all for paying their dues promptly. 

Potential Fundraiser: Janis then went on to discuss the organization’s finances. If every member pays their full dues of $15/year, we will have revenue of $1515/year. We spend more than this on honoring our officers-of-the-quarter and officers-of-the year. While we have been very fortunate to have additional revenue from the annual Christ Memorial Lutheran Church BBQ fundraiser (thanks to Elfriede Faulstich), this revenue is not guaranteed.  We will eventually need to find additional revenue. Janis proposed a popcorn fundraiser, but this was met with resistance from the membership. Many thought we should just raise our dues. The idea was tabled for this evening, but will be taken up again at a future meeting. 

Refreshment Report: Thanks to all who brought refreshments to this evening’s meeting. Please sign up to bring refreshments to the August 13th general meeting

A motion was made, seconded and approved to close the meeting. The meeting concluded at 8:11 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis McCracken, Recording Secretary
