CPAAA General Meeting
Grace Union Church
February 19, 2026

Refreshments served at 6:30 pm; General Meeting Call to Order at 7:00 pm by Larry McDaniel, President. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board Members present: Larry McDaniel, Joe Buffa, Noma Fogelbach, Janis McCracken, Karen Hernandez, Susan Doerge, Bob Slama and Marci Potter. Absent were Board Members Kathleen Luepke, Kim Hummert and Dale Flanakin.

Third Precinct Report
Lt. Joni Jensen introduced herself to the membership. We are used to having Lt. McGuire, but he has moved to another position within the agency, so she is taking over for him at the 3rd precinct. She is very happy to be here. We are off to a great start for 2026. Crime numbers have been down, and she is excited to announce that the 3rd precinct has hired 4 officers – 3 from the Academy and 1 experienced officer from Maine. There may be one additional experienced officer coming to us from Fulton. This is going to make a big difference for us. Compared to last year, crime in the 3rd precinct is down about 35%. There are no great trends going on right now, just up a little in our shoplifting incidents. Next Thursday, Officer Young will be hosting the Neighborhood Watch meeting at 6:00 PM at the 3rd precinct.  All are welcome to attend.

Fourth Precinct Report
Captain Brian Schellman noted that the 4th precinct is a lot like the 3rd. This is to be expected because we are all considered “south county.” Crime in the fourth precinct is down 35-40% overall. Of course, we have some small spikes occasionally, but our officers are out there constantly to keep our residents safe. He did note they recently had a unique fraud case in the precinct. A 62-year old female received a call from a male that said he had just been in an accident with her daughter. He knew the name of the daughter and said that the daughter wanted to call the police, but he did not because he was trafficking cocaine and did not want the police involved. He was also involved in human trafficking and was going to hold the daughter, as well as her 2 children, if she didn’t advance him money. She went to a local US Bank, and they would not transfer any money because they thought it was a scam. She did not take their advice, went to another place and wired this man $6,000. Don’t be that victim; always call 9-1-1. 

As many of you know, Chaplain Rhiver passed away last week. He was at the 4th precinct every Thursday. He just enjoyed being with our officers and being a member of CPAAA. Christ Memorial Lutheran Church is holding a service for him on Saturday, 2/28. All are invited. A moment of silence was held in memory of Chaplain Rhiver. 
 
Officer-of-the-Quarter Presentations (First Quarter, 2026)

Third Precinct: Officer Tim Chorenziak was selected as Officer-of-the-Quarter for the 3rd precinct. Lt. Jensen said Officer Chorenziak had been an officer for 10 years, about 6 of those years he has been with St. Louis County. He is very much seen as a leader on the midnight squad. He is tactically sound and has great investigative skills. If you run, he will catch you. He just does not quit. We have trust in his abilities as an officer. He also attended the FBI Negotiator Course, and wouldn’t you know it, on his first day back after this training, he successfully negotiated an incident with a barricaded subject. He is also becoming a Field Training Officer. We couldn’t be more proud of him. Officer Chorenziak was presented with a plaque and a check for $100. 

Fourth Precinct: 
Captain Schellman introduced Officer Adrienne Swan as the Officer-of-the-Quarter for the 4th precinct. She has been at the 4th precinct for about 1.5 years. Officer Swan has great numbers, but she was not selected as an honoree because of her day-to-day job. She was selected for her fantastic deescalation and communication skills. She has become an advocate for victims of domestic violence. He is not even sure she is aware of how well-regarded she is. Many look to her because of her expertise in this area. Officer Swan was presented with a plaque and a check for $100.

Presentations / Special Guests
Recently CPAAA members have participated in scent detection training with the St. Louis County Bomb Dogs. Officers Donaldson, Fazzoli and Dittman, along with their canines, joined our meeting to give us more information about the dogs and answer any questions we might have. They also came to thank our members for assisting in the dog training. 

The dogs used by the St. Louis County Police are purchased by the St. Louis Cardinals and then given to the St. Louis County Police who then contract back to the Cardinals for service at their events. Each dog is a pointer and costs approximately $15,000 - $22,000. They usually retire at about 8-10 years of age. There are 13 dogs in total: 2 Narcotic; 1 Bomb (always on location at the Courthouse); 3 Bomb; 1 Bomb & Arson; and 6 General Scent dogs. The canines live with their handlers.

The airport/TSA have their own dogs.
The St. Louis Blues use a private security company.
St. Louis City SC, our soccer team contracts with St. Charles County.

They must be proficient in searching Vehicles, Rooms, People, Luggage and Open Air. They can’t make it easy on the dogs so having citizens (unfamiliar faces) to train with is tremendously helpful. They are very appreciative of our help. We should know that the dogs are working hard. They have subtle indicators and we may not even realize they are alerting.

The Officers and their Canines stayed throughout the meeting, so our members had a chance to meet them and pet the animals.  

Sgt. Gardner from CIT presented on the Crisis Intervention Team. This is the unit that Lt. McGuire moved to. This unit assists citizens in crisis (mental crisis, behavioral crisis, etc.)

It was first noticed in Memphis in 1988 that officers needed different skills to address how to handle and deescalate certain situations. Crisis Intervention Training was first offered to St. Louis County Officers who were interested in this specialized training in 2002. It is now 40 hours of mandatory training for all officers. 

The unit consists of 6 Clinicians, 3 St Louis County Police Officers, and 1 St. Charles County Officer. They cover all of St. Louis County and St Charles County jurisdictions. They will be adding 5 Federal Officers in the near future. They are funded through a federal grant which was just extended. Their purpose is to get individuals to the hospital or get them the assistance they need. The County Officers work in plain clothes so as not to escalate any situation due to a bias against law enforcement. The Officers often work side-by-side with the Clinicians to help get the individuals the assistance they need. This helps limit their interaction with police. 
 
In 2025, the unit received 1,837 referrals of individuals in crisis. These referrals primarily come from officers who come in contact with these individuals through calls for service or daily interactions. 

St. Louis County recently released a video that can be viewed on YouTube. It is titled “Spotlight: Citizens Police Academy.” Officer Rehagen arranged for the group to view the video tonight. All felt that this video was well done. It presented information on the Academy as well as information about the CPAAA. We even had several long-time members talk about our mission. 

New Business

There is a Citizen’s Police Academy class being held at the West County precinct on Tuesday evenings. It will run from March 24th through April 28th. All are welcome to register. The 3rd precinct is planning to hold another Citizen’s Police Academy in the Fall. 

The West County precinct is also hosting a trivia night to support their Police Explorer Program. The trivia night will be held on April 18th. 


Old Business

Minutes: As the minutes from our last meeting can be found on our website at www.cpaaasouth.com and we have a full agenda for our meeting tonight, the prior minutes were not reviewed. 

Volunteer Committee: We recently participated in Hardee’s Rise ‘n Shine to benefit Heat Up St. Louis. We purchased the $1 breakfast biscuits for both precincts and some of our members shook the can at the Hardee’s on Lemay Ferry to collect additional donations. Larry offered Hardee’s aprons to members. 

Elfrede Faulstich and Karen Hernandez announced that we were just asked to help again at the Christ Memorial Lutheran Church BBQ in July. This is wonderful news as this is a major fundraiser for us.  This church holds a BBQ on the 3rd Saturday of the month April – October. It would be nice for us to patronize their BBQs since they offer us so much support. 

Refreshment Report: Thanks to Amber, Betty, Diane and Johanna who brought refreshments to this evening’s meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Norma Fogelbach reported that we had a beginning balance of $8,160.55. We had expenses of $329.76 for Christmas party candy, Hardee’s biscuits for both precincts and (2) monthly awards to the Officers of the Quarter leaving us with a balance of $7830.79. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

Membership Report: Janis McCracken announced that she and Kathleen Luepke are handling the Membership Committee as Co-Chairs. As of this date we have 122 members: 89 paid and 33 unpaid members. She thanked all that have paid their dues and asked that anyone still needing to pay to do so at their earliest convenience. We will be working hard to get updated numbers and will be reaching out to those we have not heard from. 

New Trifold documents were available to all. These documents give all the pertinent data regarding dates of meetings, volunteer opportunities and contact information for all Officers and Board Members.

A thank you was given to those who made phone calls when the February 12th meeting was canceled. This made sure everyone knew of the last-minute change. 

All were asked to take refreshments with them as we had so much left over. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to close the meeting. The meeting concluded at 7:58 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis McCracken, Recording Secretary
