The Persian Wars – 

The Xerxes Invasion
The Battle of Artemisium

The naval Battle of Artemisium took place on the same day as the Battle of Thermopylae on August 11, 480 BC. 

The Persians at first met the Greeks off the coast of Thessaly, close to Thermopylae, as the Athenian commander Themistocles attempted to delay the Persians while the island of Euboea was being evacuated. The Persians sent 200 ships around the south of Euboea, hoping to trap the Greeks in the channel, but a Persian defector warned the Greeks of this plan. A Greek squadron set out to meet them. The Greek triremes surrounded these ships, and although they were outnumbered, were able to defeat them with the rams on their boats, and captured thirty Persian ships.

The following day, August 11, the Persians sailed towards the Greek fleet, forming a semi-circle in an attempt to trap them off Artemisium. Here the size of the Persian fleet worked against them, as they could not manoeuvre in the strait.  The Greek fleet was able to inflict some losses on the Persians.

Discouraged by their own losses in the battle and the retreat of the land armies, the Greeks began to retreat from Artemisium.  

The Battle of Thermopylae

In the Battle of Thermopylae of 480 BC, a small Greek force fought the invading Persian Empire at the pass of Thermopylae in central Greece. Vastly outnumbered, the Greeks held back the Persians in one of history's most famous last stands.

 The small force of around 1,700 were led by King Leonidas of Sparta.  They blocked the only road through which the massive army of Xerxes could pass. After two and a half days of battle, a Greek traitor named Ephialtes is believed to have betrayed the Greeks by revealing a goat path that led behind the Greek lines.

The Persians wiped out the Greeks, continued their advance and sacked Athens.
The Battle of Salamis

The Battle of Salamis, was a naval battle between the Greek city-states and Persia in September, 480 BC.

The Greeks were not in agreement as to how to defend against the Persian army, but Athens under Themistokles used their navy to defeat the much larger Persian navy and force King Xerxes I of Persia to retreat. The Greek victory marked the turning point of the campaign, leading to the eventual Persian defeat. Xerxes personally witnessed his fleet being destroyed.

The Greek and Persian ships rammed each other and something similar to a land battle ensued. Both sides had marines on their ships (the Greeks with fully armed hoplites), and arrows and javelins also flew across the narrow strait. The wave motion made the archers on the Persian ships miss their target, thus giving advantage to the hoplites who fought hand to hand. 

As at Artemisium, the much larger Persian fleet could not maneuver in the gulf. On the left flank the Athenians could maneuver better and call reinforcements to fill gaps while the Persians with land on their back could not.

The chief Persian admiral rammed Themistocles' ship, but in the hand-to-hand combat that followed, he was killed by a Greek warrior. On his death, confusion among the Persian fleet ensued because the chain of command was disrupted. The encircled Persians tried to turn back, but the strong wind trapped them. Those who were able to turn around were also trapped by the rest of the Persian fleet that had jammed the strait.

The victory of the Greeks marked the turning point in the Persian Wars and the heavy defeat of Persia. Without his navy, Xerxes was unable to supply his huge army from resource-poor Greece so he withdrew to the Hellespont. Xerxes returned to Persia, leaving his general Mardonius and a large force to hold the conquered areas of Greece. 

The Battle of Plataea

The Battle of Plataea was the final major battle of the Persian Wars. It took place in 479 BC between an alliance of Greek city-states Sparta, Athens, Corinth, Megara and others against the Persians. 

After the disastrous defeat of his navy at the Battle of Salamis, Xerxes I, the king of Persia, retreated home leaving his general Mardonius in charge of the conquered Greek territories.  However, the Persian invasion force was starving after their supply line was cut by the Athenians.

The Persian forces were finished off by the Greeks led by 40,000 troops from Sparta (made up of 30,000 Helot slaves).

The Battle of Mycale

The battle took place on the Ionian coastline. The battle resulted in the destruction of the main Persian forces in Ionia, as well as their Mediterranean fleet. The Greek fleet of 110 ships set sail from Delos.

Hearing of the Greek's approach, the Persians in Samos decided to face them on land. They sailed to the nearby peninsula of Mycale just to the east of the city, and formed a wall out of a number of their ships, dragging the rest onto the beach. 

Meanwhile the Greeks unloaded their ships and formed up for combat.

They then charged forward to attack, and after a short battle the Persians were forced to retreat to the fort they had constructed further inland. 

The Athenians chased them and captured the fort as well. The Persian survivors fled, and a few survived to eventually reach the Persian city of Sardis.

