The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire

Gibbon, an 18th century English writer.

"In the second century of the Christian era, the Empire of Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth, and the most civilised portion of mankind. The frontiers of that extensive monarchy were guarded by disciplined valour. The gentle but powerful influence of laws and manners had gradually cemented the union of the provinces. 

Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and the advantages of wealth and luxury. The image of a free constitution was preserved: the Roman senate appeared to possess the sovereign authority, and devolved on the emperors all the executive powers of government. During a happy period (A.D. 98-180) of more than fourscore years, the public administration was conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines. 
"Among the innumerable monuments of architecture constructed by the Romans, how many have escaped the notice of history, how few have resisted the ravages of time and barbarism! And yet even the majestic ruins that are still scattered over Italy and the provinces, would be sufficient to prove that those countries were once the seat of a polite and powerful empire. Many of these works were erected at private expense, and almost all were intended for public benefit." Chapter 2

"The Germans, in the age of Tacitus, were unacquainted with the use of letters; and the use of letters is the principal circumstance that distinguishes a civilised people from a herd of savages incapable of knowledge or reflection.” Chapter 9

"A warlike nation like the Germans, without either cities, letters, arts, or money, found some compensation for this savage state in the enjoyment of liberty.  It was Rome’s duty to bring the light of civilization to these impoverished people.” Chapter 9
