SIGNIFICANCE OF SOCRATES 469-399 B.C.
 
A. Devotion to Ethics an attitude which influenced all later Greek philosophers. 

B. Development of the Inductive Method of reasoning. 

C. Linking Knowledge to Happiness. He believed that knowledge, or insight, was the foundation of virtue and happiness. 

D. Rationalism. Socrates believed that man was capable of arriving at truth through the use of reason. 

E.  Teaching - Some of the famous men who studied with Socrates were: 

· PLATO, considered one of the greatest philosophers in the history of civilized man. 

· ALCIBIADES, a military genius. 

· XENOPHON, a military leader and historian.
F. Politics. Socrates did not approve of tyranny or of democracy. He believed that the best form of government was one ruled by an individual possessing the greatest ability, knowledge, and virtue. 

G. Teaching Method. The Socratic method offers the following advantages to teaching act: 

· Problem Centered. The dialectic begins with a problem, which must be analyzed, e.g. "What is your opinion about the nature of justice?" 

· Critical Thinking. The student is held responsible for his statements. The student must think for themselves
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Teaching Is a Drawing Forth Rather Than a Telling
· Learning Is Discovery 

