The Trial of Socrates

	Socrates preached obedience to the law.
	Socrates was on the jury of the Arginusae admirals – he refused to sentence them to death.

	Socrates was seen as a corruptor of Athens’ youth.  He had massive influence over the city’s younger aristocrats.


	Socrates was accused of disbelieving in Athens’ traditional gods.

	Socrates was a critic of democracy – he said Athens was a ‘mobocracy’ – the common people were too fickle and ignorant.


	Socrates’ pupils included Alcibiades and Critias – leader of the Thirty Tyrants.

	When the Thirty Tyrants took over the executed or expelled democrats, even moderates. Socrates remained in Athens.


	Socrates did not criticize the overthrow of democracy or welcome its return.

	Socrates served as a hoplite at the battles of Potidaea, Delium and Amphipolis – he was renowned for his bravery.


	Socrates was attacked by Aristophanes in ‘The Clouds’ for being a con-artist.

	His mission was to search for true wisdom and knowledge whilst exposing ignorance and falsehood.
	Socrates wanted to encourage all men to care for their souls by studying philosophy and acquiring virtue.


