
 You
hear that?

Hear what?
That. THAT!

Somebody’s playing  
the saxophone. So what?

So that’s Sonny Rollins, 
that’s what.

Sonny Rollins started playing the sax as a kid 
in Harlem in New York City. He rocketed to the  

top of the jazz world. Imagine the pressure.

So he stopped playing professionally. Took a  
step back. Turns out he wasn’t sure he was  
worthy of all that fame.

Practicing at home disturbed his neighbors.  
So you know what he did? He went up on the 
Williamsburg Bridge. He and Henrietta—his 
saxophone—played there every day, rain or 
shine. For more than two years!

Sonny thought about who he was and what  
he wanted. Took some of the pressure off. 

Then he decided he was ready to go back to 
the recording studio.

The results? Sonny made one of his 
best-selling albums, The Bridge. 

Turned out that Sonny’s time  
on the bridge to think things 

through solidified Walter 
Theodore “Sonny” 

Rollins’s place in 
jazz history.
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