
 

 

 
 

Choosing the Right Removal Option: Van Hire vs Removals Company 
 
There is no single best way to move house. The right option depends on the size of the move, the distance 
involved, your budget, and how much help you have available. 
 
Van hire 
Hiring a van can work well for smaller moves, shorter distances, or people who are comfortable lifting, loading, 
and driving. It often gives you more control and may reduce costs, especially if you are moving from a flat, 
studio, or small house. 
 
The downside is that you are responsible for nearly everything. That includes loading, securing items, 
unloading, fuel, timing, and often the stress that comes with doing all of that in one go. 
 
Self-move with help from friends or family 
This can reduce costs further, but it only works well if the move is simple and the people helping are actually 
reliable. Too many house moves are built around “it will be fine” and collapse the second someone is late, 
unavailable, or lifts like a badly assembled deckchair. 
 
If you take this approach, plan properly, assign roles, and make sure the vehicle is suitable. 
 
Removals company 
A professional removals company can save time, reduce physical strain, and often make the day more 
efficient. Some offer packing, dismantling, reassembly, storage, and insurance options as part of the service. 
This is often the better choice for larger homes, long-distance moves, family homes, awkward access, or high-
value contents. 
 
The cost is usually higher than van hire, but the convenience and reduced risk may justify it. 
 
When van hire may be best 
Van hire may suit you if: 

 the move is small  
 the distance is short  
 you have capable help  
 access is simple  
 budget is the main priority  

 
When removals may be best 
A removals company may suit you if: 

 you are moving a full house  
 you have bulky or fragile furniture  
 the move is long distance  
 timing matters  
 you want less stress and better support  

 
The smart choice 
The best option is the one that fits the job, not the one that sounds cheapest at first glance. A low-cost move 
can become expensive very quickly if it leads to delays, damage, extra trips, or unnecessary stress. Compare 
the total effort, not just the initial price. 
 


