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Water Conservation in Island
Park Reservoir, A Local Quest

Whether you fish or recreate on Island Park Reservoir, the health of the lake is vitally important to you.
Lower water levels and toxic algae blooms affect us all.

The Henrys Fork Foundation started doing some interesting research with Dr. Jack McLaren in 2021 to
determine the health of the reservoir. It also provides some insight for the lower Kokanee numbers in
the lake, no one caught one in the ice fishing tournament this last winter at Lakeside Lodge.

The water in our beautiful reservoir belongs to farmers downstream. The lake was, in fact, developed, to
irrigate the lush ground below us. But when we have drought years, like 2013 to 2016, there isn’t enough
water to support both the reservoir and agriculture. When our fishery is affected that much, it can have
lasting affects beyond just the dry years. 2022 was particularly brutal, it was the lowest water year on
record since 1937.
Dr. McLaren put his findings in a blog on Henrys Fork Foundation
website, this is what he found:

So, what’s happening here? Island Park Reservoir, like all lakes,
arranges itself in layers of water based on temperature. Warmer
water is less dense, and floats over a layer of cold water. We call
these layers the “epilimnion” (Greek for “upper lake”) and
“hypolimnion” (Greek for “deep lake”). The epilimnion is
warmed by the sun and interacts with the atmosphere, which
means it is warm but well-oxygenated. The hypolimnion is cool
but it’s cut off from the atmosphere; the decay of organic matter
(like algae, fish, and plankton) can cause low dissolved oxygen in
this layer. The “thermocline” is the goldilocks zone between the
two where water temperatures are simultaneously cool and well-
oxygenated. The thermocline is the area that’s important for fish
like kokanee and rainbow trout.

Unfortunately, Island Park Reservoir is shallow and has a very small
hypolimnion, oftentimes amounting to less than 15% of the total
volume of the reservoir. When the reservoir is drawn down for
irrigation, the hypolimnion and thermocline is delivered out of the
bottom of the reservoir through a pipe or siphon in the dam. Thus, the
cool thermocline is sent downstream. The water is nutrient-rich and
well-oxygenated, which benefits the Henry’s Fork for a short time
downstream. However, once this hypolimnion and the thermocline is
eliminated, water temperatures rapidly rise as the deep, cool water is
replaced by warm surface water. This warm surface water is also rich
in organic material. The organic material rapidly decays, causing
temporary “dead zones” near the bottom of the reservoir.

The end result? Water temperatures
unsuitable for kokanee and trout
creep down from the surface like a
hammer, while low dissolved
oxygen at the bottom creates an
anvil. When the two meet, it results
in an elimination of kokanee and
trout habitat.

Mind you, this doesn’t just affect the fishing, this is also prime
conditions for the toxic algae bloom to occur, which only exasperates
the problem.

Happy Anglers: An Update!
Jennifer Ferguson and her beautiful little family have been operating the little coffee shop Happy
Anglers inside Henrys Fork Anglers for about 4 years now. They have served lots of coffee, and an
assortment of great breakfast food, as well as sack lunches for your daily excursion, whether that’s a
fishing trip, hiking, or a day in Yellowstone Park.

This year, Jenn is going a different
direction. While many of us mourned the
appeared loss of this great little shop
when her announcement showed up on
Facebook, you can all be relieved. The
entrepreneur in her is working on a food
truck and a location!

A diligent search of the Last Chance area
for a place to park it continues while
moving forward with the purchase. A
griddle, oven, fryer, and upgraded coffee
machine are all on the list of included
appliances so she can continue serving up
great morning food and our caffeine fix!
Boxed lunches will, as always, be on the
menu for your afternoon excursions!
.

In the meantime, Jenn is still offering catering for
your special events. On June 14th, she will be at
Trout Hunter for the ranch opening with The
Friends of Harriman State Park! If you have a
special event going on, reach out to her and see
what could be on your menu.

A quick call can also confirm your delivery of
fresh out of the oven, mouth watering baked
goods for your special occasion, or just because.
Jenn has offered this service previously, and
intends to continue that moving forward.

All of this to say, do not despair Island Park!
Happy Anglers is not gone, just moving forward.
Call Jenn anytime for catering or baking needs at
208-497-9455, and watch for the new location.
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Lori Nuss
The REAL Yellowstone©
406-581-0851
lorinuss@me.com
www.therealyellowstone.com

By Lori Nuss

Yellowstone Love Story

This was my mom, Bunny. In the summer of 1952, she rode the train from Minnesota with two
friends to Yellowstone on their break from college.

The summers of 1946 through 1952 my dad Dale Nuss was a young seasonal ranger in Yellowstone.
He met Bunny by going for coffee at the Mammoth Terrace Grill where she worked. Within weeks
they had fallen in love early in the summer. August came and Bunny
had to leave for school just as my dad accepted a permanent Ranger
position in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia.

Bunny left Yellowstone for
Minnesota and Dale to Virginia.
They wrote letters to each other
almost daily. Dale missed
Yellowstone and Bunny and
knew he belonged in
Yellowstone. Young Dale had
spent his summers in the park
from the age of six. His dad

(also named Dale) owned and operated a boy’s summer camp in
Yellowstone from 1928 to 1958.

In August 1953, not even a year after
arriving Shenandoah, Yellowstone’s
Chief Ranger Otto Brown transfered
Dale back to Yellowstone with a
permanent ranger assignment. On his
return to Yellowstone, he stopped in MN
to ask Bunny’s father for Bunny’s hand
in marriage.

On February 20th, 1954 they were
married in Minnesota and the next day
they began

They lived in Yellowstone year-round until
1980 when my dad retired from the National
Park Service.

Along the way came my brother Stuart, my
sister Cara Lee and me! Stu and Cara Lee
went on to have NPS careers… I chose
another career path, but my heart also still
lives in Yellowstone, just as my dad’s did.
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Boating Season: Do's and Don'ts
For those of you who are visiting our piece of heaven, please help us preserve it by doing the same. Make sure
your boat is clean of any parasites before launching, and be aware, that an invasive species sticker is required
for ANY boat you are launching under 10 feet in length. This includes kayaks, paddleboards, and inflatables.
You can purchase those at Robins Roost for $30 if you're motorized and $7 if you're non-motorized. If you're
curious about the program, or the rules, visit idfg.idaho.gov/info/boat-stickers.

Summer is definitely for kids, and on the water is often their favorite place. If they are 14 years of age or under,
playing on a kayak or paddle board of any kind, they must be wearing their life jackets, 14 and over must at
least have them on board. If the kayak or paddle board is over 10 feet, it must also have an invasive species
sticker on it. And both groups are required to carry a whistle by Idaho law.

There are way to many boating rules and regulations to list here, but, if
your new to boating in Idaho, or think you need a refresher course, you
can find the entire Idaho handbook for boating laws and responsibilities
here assets.kalkomey.com/boater/pdfs/handbook/idaho-handbook-
entire.pdf.

Now a few of the standard items we know we are supposed to have on
board, but we sometimes get caught without:

• 1 coast guard approved life jacket on board per each
person on board and accessible

• If your over 16’, a ring buoy or cushion you can throw
(Type IV flotation device)

• Fire extinguisher
• Sound producing device
• And if you're traveling at night, navigation lights

If you are a ski boat, or a wake surf boat there are a few more!

• It takes 3! If you are towing anyone, tubing, skiing,
surfing, waking, you must have a spotter.

• A flag, not just on board, but it’s up if there’s a person
in the water!

• There is a no wake zone within 100 feet of a dock,
structure, or person in the water! Too often boats go
right on past someone in the water too fast, caution is
order, lives are at stake.

• Operating at night is prohibited without the proper
combination of lights installed by the manufacturer.

Wakes. These are a bone of contention! Home owners around the
lake have invested thousands and thousands of dollars in their docks
and shorelines. I’m a surfer, and a dock owner, I’m well aware and
cognizant. In Idaho, anywhere within 100' of the shoreline is a 5 mile
an hour, no wake zone area, however, this is likely not far enough for
a surf boat under ballast, consider 200' to be polite. There are plenty
of places on the lake to surf without causing damage to other peoples
property, so be aware, and please move away. Many lakes and rivers
have banned this activity all together, and many states have legally
increased that no wake zone to 200'. There are already people
advocating for a 700 ft wake zone on Island Park Reservoir, that
will kill our sport here, PLEASE be aware of where you are!

Jet Skiers, we all know you like the wake behind our boats. We do
put up a nice wave to jump and play in. The law says 100 feet behind
the boat, that’s the closest safety zone for the surfer, skier or boarder.
Enjoy yourself, but keep your distance! It is the life of the person
being pulled behind the boat you are risking, and often times it is a
child.

Lastly, open containers are allowed on boats. But the same rules
apply to drinking and driving a boat as to any other vehicle! .08%
boys and girls, gets you an OUI, which can carry a maximum fine of
$1,000 and a sentence of up to 6 months in jail. About 40 boat
operators a year are arrested in Idaho for OUIs. Other stressors on a
boat, including sun, motion, and wind, intensify alcohol and its
reaction, think before you drink!
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Equipment Rental
Island Park

Lakeside Lodge

3857 Lakeside Lodge 208.558.9770

Recreation Maps
Scan to download the Avenza Map
App. Create an account, it's free.
Find the Island Park Motorized
Recreation Map, both North and
South for all of the Island Park area.
They also have a Caribou-Targhee
National Forest Ashton-Island Park
Ranger Districts Winter Recreation
for a small fee. Find your trails and
enjoy yourself. Please, don't forget,
cell coverage here is difficult in most
areas, don't count on it for your
navigation. Use a paper map, or
download your map to be sure you
can use it.

Island Park Adventures

3342 N Hwy 20 208.558.7581

UTV/ATV
Defender Max Limited $599
Defender Max $477
Commander Max $457
Maverick Trail $357
Outlander Max $306
Outlander $266

***Helmets are included with rentals
Sea Doo

Sea Doo Spark 3-UP $300
Sea Doo GTX 3-UP $400

***Lifejackets are included with rentals
***ALL rental pricing includes insurance

Will soon relocate to 4150 N Big Springs Loop

High Mountain Adventures

4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd 208.558.9572
Tuesday to Saturday 9 am to 3 pm

RZR Trail 900 50" $299
RZR XP1000 2 Seat $329
RZR XP1000 4 Seats $399
RZR Xpedition 5 $529
RZR Pro 4 Seat $499
Kayak $ 39
Triple Kayak $ 60
Raft $99/$150
Paddle Board $ 49
Float Tube $ 25

Discounts for multi day rentals and multiple machine rentals

UTV/ATV
Defender 6 seat $429
Commander 4 seat $399

SeaDoo
Spark/Trixx $299
GTX PRO 130 $359

Boats starting at $495
1 up Kayaks and Paddle Boards $ 50
2 up Kayaks $ 80
E-Bikes $ 85

** All prices are for full day 9 am to 5 pm
***Price does not include fuel or damage deposit

This group is open to anyone that shares a love of this area and the trail
systems. Email us at TargheeTrailRidersIslandPark@gmail.com to
join. We have a Facebook group called Targhee Trail Riders Island
Park Idaho where information regarding upcoming events and
important announcements will be posted. Please join today!

Join one and all, feel free to join
both clubs. Both are supportive
of the trails and the sport, and

both will help maintain and keep
our trails open.

Call or email:
Kent Bateman

ksb1@blackfoot.net
208-715-1582
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By Karen Schumacher
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The Bighorn Bar & Grill
14355 Hebgen Lake Rd 406.589.8513

Daily
11 am - 10 pm

The Grill @ The Blue Buffalo Resort
3402 N Hwy 20 208.220.7896

Tuesday - Saturday 11 am - 6 pm

Cafe Sabor
4298 Hwy US-20 208.558.9300

Wednesday - Saturday 11 am - 9 pm
Sunday 12 pm - 8 pm

Closed Monday and Tuesday

Connie's Restaraunt
4130 Quakie Lane 208.558.6987

Sunday, Monday & Thursday 11 am - 9 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 10 pm
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Happy Hour Bar & Grill
15400 Hebgen Lake Rd 406.646.7281

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday closed
Thursday - Saturday 12pm - 11 pm

Sunday 11 am - 11 pm

Lakeside Lodge
3857 Lakeside Lodge Lane 208.558.9770

Daily
Lunch 11 am - 5 pm
Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Bar 10 am - Close

Meadow Creek Lodge
Meadow Creek Road 208.351.2787
Open Fathers Day 1 pm - 4:40 pm or until food is gone

Regular Hours begin Jun 17
Friday - Sunday

Breakfast 8 am - 11:30 am
Lunch 11:30 am - 3pm

The Parlor at Mack's Inn
4169 N Hwy 20 208.558.2450

Sunday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 10 pm

Pond's Lodge
3757 Hwy 20 208.558.7221

Sunday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 11 am - 10 pm

Springhill Suites Island Park
4292 N Highway 20 208.558.2400

Daily Drinks @ 4 pm, Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Subway
4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd 208.558.9884

Monday - Saturday 8 am - 3 pm

Phillips Lodge- The Lodgepole Grill
3907 Phillips Loop 208.558.9379

8 am -8 pm
Closed on Wednesdays

Trouthunter-Last Chance Bar & Grill
3327 Hwy 20 208.558.8006

Breakfast 7 am - 11:30 am
Lunch 12 pm - 2:30 pm
Happy Hour 4 pm - 5 pm
Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Upper Snake River
Region Fishing Info

To fish in Idaho any person 14 years of age or older must have a valid fishing
license.

*Idaho resident Anglers younger than 14 do not need a license and have their own
limit.

*Nonresident angler under 14 must be with someone who has a valid fishing license
and their fish are included in the license holders unless they purchase their own
separate license.

Special fishing permits are needed for some activities for both residents and
nonresidents:

*Fishing for salmon and steelhead
*Fishing with two poles.

Purchase your license at one of the following:

*Online at idfg.idaho.gov/buy
*Or the following local locations:

Elk Creek Station (Near intersection of Hwy 20 & Yale-Kilgore Rd)
Sam Patch Grocery (Near intersection of Hwy 20 and Sawtelle Rd)
Lakeside Lodge (On the reservoir at the end of Buttermilk Rd)

For a full list of regulations, open waters, and limits, visit:

TheCalderaTimes.com/upper-snake-fishing-regs
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Summer Horse
Back Riding

A great family activity that most folks don't get to partake in at home
is horseback riding through the mountains. It's a pleasant way to
spend part or all of your day! We have cowboys ready, willing, and
able to take you on a scenic day trip.

Dry Ridge Outfitters are a unique local brand! They have been
guiding horse rides in Idaho as a family for over 70 years, and most
of their string of horses are born right on the ranch, raised and
trained by them. These Cowboys will take you through some of the
most beautiful parts of Harriman State Park, and can tailor the ride to
your group size and needs. To learn more visit
DryRidgeHarriman.com/horse-rides.

Yellowstone Horses at Eagle Ridge Ranch offers a wide variety of
options for day trips. Mid May through mid September, Monday
through Saturday, these good folks offer morning trips, afternoon
rides, and evening outings paired with a western cookout dinner. All
are available to choose and book at their website here
Yellowstoneworld.com/schedule-rates/.

Diamond P Ranch is on the way to West Yellowstone, but is the
only outfitter west of West Yellowstone in Montana with permits to
guide horseback rides into the Gallatin National Forest. You can
book morning, afternoon or evening rides for an overlook into
Yellowstone National Park and the Continental Divide, or check for
a private ride. More information can be found at
TheDiamondPRanch.com/rides/.

Creekside Trail Rides might be the place to go if you want a shorter
ride, or a wagon ride. One hour horseback rides start at 9:30 am, run
through 5 pm Thursday through Saturday and walk- ins are
welcome. You can schedule your ride here through
Westyellowstonerodeo.com/creekside-trail-rides.

Summer Rodeos

Who doesn't love a summer rodeo? The smell of horses, the thrill of
the ride, watching that rope swing just right. It's always been a
favorite. There are some fantastic options most nights of the week
throughout our summers here in the Caldera!

One of the favorites is Meadow Vue Ranch. This is a summer youth
horse camp that invites the public two nights a week to show off some
of the skills they have learned. After starting off with the rodeo events
such as bull riding, saddle bronc riding, bareback riding, barrel racing,
pole bending, roping, kids calf riding, and the calf scramble, they rustle
up dinner featuring hand cut fire grilled steaks, dutch oven chicken,
dutch oven potatoes, baked beans, corn salad, coleslaw, cornbread,
biscuits, and peach cobbler and ice cream for dessert. Entertainment
during dinner is cowboy songs, old and new, by Fall River Boys, and
after dinner stay and enjoy the music, and the scenery of Henry's Lake
Idaho, or get up and dance, if you don't know how, they can teach you,
line dance or country swing! These start June 24th and run through
August 5th on Wednesday and Saturday nights. Buy tickets, or find
more information at Meadowvueranch.com/rodeo-%26-dinner.

The other is the Wild West Yellowstone Rodeo part way to West
Yellowstone in Montana on Hwy 20. Every Wednesday through
Saturday from mid June to August come watch cowboys and cowgirls
compete in events such as bull riding, team roping, breakaway roping,
bareback riding, saddle bronc riding, and a calf scramble for the kids.
For more information, or for more information go to
https://westyellowstonerodeo.com/tickets.

If you enjoy these kinds of events, there are several in our area you might consider signing up for.

June 7th & 8th is Yellowstone Half Marathon and 5k, where you will start the course on Airport Road in West
Yellowstone, This trail climbs into the woods and has views of the Gallatin National Forest, and potential wildlife
sightings. For more information, or to sign up, go to https://www.vacationraces.com/half-marathons/yellowstone.

Annual Fun Run and Marathon Dates

July 6th is the Annual Island Park Sawtelle Fun Run, which is a benefit for The Island Park
Community Trail Project was a concept taken into reality by the Ashton/Island Park Ranger
District and the All-American Sawtelle Fun Run Committee. Their goal was to establish a non-
motorized route to connect Harriman State Park to Henry’s Lake using existing National Forest
System trails identified as key connectors for the proposed routes to provide non-motorized
opportunities for visitors, guests and locals who seek this type of outdoor recreational experience.
The completion took the combined efforts and contribution of funds from the annual All-
American Sawtelle Stampede Fun Run and the many dedicated volunteers who have graciously
committed their time & labor. You can find more information, or register to participate at
IslandParkSawtelleFunRun.com.

July 20th is the Mesa Falls Marathon, rated the best Idaho marathon by runners. If you have not
run this before, this is an amazing course. USA Today, in a 2013 article, listed it as one of the
Amazing Races to Run before you die.With a starting elevation of 6135 ft, the course features a
blend of running surfaces from blacktop and pavement to packed trails along Warm River, running
generally downhill to a finishing elevation of 5253 ft. Spectacular views of Targhee National
Forest, Teton Mountains, Lower Mesa Falls on the Henry’s Fork of the Snake River, and Warm
River all combined with the beginning terrain of sagebrush and evergreens ending in flowing farm
ground provide a breathtaking backdrop. For more information or to register to to
MesaFallsMarathon.com.

August 3rd & 4th is Yellowstone Trail Race. You don't want to miss this spectacular trail run just
outside of Yellowstone National Park! The West entrance and gateway to Yellowstone National Park is
surrounded by three national forests, blue-ribbon trout streams, and beautiful mountain lakes. Come run
a 50K, 25K or 10K trail run with breathtaking scenery that takes place right outside the world's first
National Park on the trails of Custer Gallatin National Forest. All races are on both Saturday and
Sunday. More information here: runsignup.com/Race/MT/WestYellowstone/YellowstoneTrailRace.



Page 10

Characteristics: Three tails. Slender body. Yellowish tan to light brown
with darker markings. Wings are mottled brown, and heavily spotted.

Timing of Hatches: Mid to late June immediately following the Green
Drakes. Duns emerge at or just before dusk. Spinners normally fall about the
same time. Some trout will often feed on nymphs or emergers, others on
duns, and others on spinners.

Brown Drake
(Ephemera simulans)

Peak Fly Hatch June

Habitat: Very localized in the very slow sections of the Henry’s Fork in Harriman
Park, the Gibbon in Yellowstone Park and other waters. Needs slow water with silt
bottom.

Comments: Brown drakes are very important on the slow sections of the Harriman
Park downstream to Pinehaven. They are classified as burrower nymphs. Nymphs can
swim rapidly prior to emergence. The focal point of the emergence moves gradually
upstream a day at a time. The overall emergence period is about two weeks. Brown
drakes sometimes also emerge in the morning hours.

Patterns: Brown Drake Nymph, Emerger, Cripple, Paradrake, Mike’s Brown Drake,
Brown Drake Partridge Spinner

Hook Sizes: 18, 20 & 22

Spotted Sedge Caddis
(Hydropsyche)

Timing of Hatches: June through September. Most emergence occurs in the evening, but can occur in the morning or mid-day. Egg laying can occur morning or evening.

Habitat: Medium to fast water. Larvae need clean gravel to build their nets.

Comments: The Spotted Sedge produces some of best caddis fishing. During emergence the emerging pupal imitations are effective when fished just under the surface.
Spent and diving caddis patterns are effective during the egg laying flights.

Patterns: Tan Electric Caddis, Tan Emergent Sparkle Pupa, Tan Partridge Pupa, Tan Spent Partridge Caddis, Tan X-Caddis, Tan E-Z Caddis

Hook Sizes: 14, 16 &18

Characteristics: By far the most important group of caddis flies throughout the season. Body is usually cinnamon brown. Wings are brownish gray with small tan spots and
blotches. Legs are cinnamon brown. The larvae are net makers. Pupae swim to the surface and emerge in open water. Females dive under the surface to lay eggs. When they are
finished, they drift on the surface with the current. Several species are important on the Henry’s Fork, Madison, South Fork, and other local waters.

Western Green Drake
(Drunella grandis)

Characteristics: Three tails. Dark gray wings with bright olive green body.
The body quickly darkens to dark reddish or olive brown after emergence. Duns
normally emerge during the late mornings. Spinners fall early in the morning. Best
activity occurs on cloudy humid days.
Timing of Hatches: June into early July. The Green Drake hatch often takes
place during cool spring afternoons. It can be challenging because the large flies
are easy for trout to inspect in the daylight and they feed very selectively
especially late in the hatch.

Habitat: Medium to fast water sections of the Henry’s Fork, South Fork of the
Snake, Yellowstone, and other surrounding waters. Especially common on the
Last Chance section of the Henry’s Fork and the tailwater section between
Ashton and Saint Anthony.

Comments: Due to the wide distribution of the species, color variations exist
from stream to stream. They are classified as crawler nymphs. The body color of
the duns is considerably darker on the South Fork of the Snake. A related species,
Timpanoga hecuba is common on the Lamar River and tributary streams
including Slough Creek and Soda Butte Creek as well as the Upper Snake System
near Jackson, Wyoming. The emergence period of this species occurs in late
August, September, and early October.

Characteristics: Three tails. Light gray wings. The body is bright
yellow olive to light tan or pink. Body colors vary widely according to
stream.

Timing of Hatches: Early June through August. Related species can
emerge well through September. Duns emerge mid-mornings and can
extend throughout the day. Spinners fall in the morning and late evenings.

Habitat: Medium to fast water with gravel or rocky bottom. Very
common throughout the region including all sections of the Henry’s Fork,
South Fork, Madison, Firehole, and other waters of Yellowstone Park.

Comments: Pale Morning Duns or PMDs provide some of the finest
dry fly action of the summer. They are classified as crawler nymphs.
Nymphs, emergers, cripples, duns, and spinners are very important to catch
the most selective trout. Spinners vary according to sex. Male spinners
have a rusty body while the body color of the females is yellow olive.

Patterns: Cocktail Nymph, Barr Beadhead Emerger, Halfback Emerger,
CDC Biot Emerger, PMD Thorax, PMD Captive Dun, PMD Nohackle

Hook Sizes: 8, 10 & 12

Patterns:Green Drake Nymph, Hare’s Ear Nymph, Green Drake Emerger,
Green Drake Cripple, CDC Emerger, Green Paradrake, Mike’s Green Drake,
Green Drake Spinner, Rusty Spinner

Hook Sizes: 10 &12

Pale Morning Dun
(Ephemerella inermis)

Characteristics: These are huge insects. The adults are dark charcoal with dark orange
thoraxes and underbellies. The nymphs vary from dark mahogany brown to black. They take 3 to
4 years to mature from egg to adult. The nymphs concentrate near the bank and crawl out to
emerge. Emergence is specifically concentrated and usually moves upriver a mile or so a day.
The egg-laying adults fly clumsily over the water and many of them end up on the water
providing explosive dry fly fishing.

Timing of Hatches:
Henry’s Fork - May 20 through June 10
Madison River - June 20 through July 5
South Fork - June 20 through July 5

Habitat: Medium to fast, oxygen rich water with rocks and boulders

Comments: Nymphs provide norishment to trout on a year-round basis. There are usually 2
or 3 age classes of nymphs in the water at the same time. Trout can get totally gourged on the
nymphs just prior to emergence. Trout can quickly get their fill of adults. The best tactic is to try
to work the water upstream from the main emergence with nymphs. The best dry fly fishing
normally occurs after the peak of the emergence is over so that trout are more focused on adults.

Patterns: Black or Brown Rubberlegs Nymph, Henry’s Fork Salmonfly, Rouge Salmonfly,
South Fork Secret, Foam Salmonfly

Hook Sizes: 4 & 6

Salmonfly
(Pteronarcys)

Golden Stonefly
(Acroneuria, classenia)

Characteristics: These large stoneflies are similar in appearance to their
larger Salmonfly cousins except they are a couple of hook sizes smaller and
they are lighter in color. They are a dark golden amber with a lighter
underbelly. The most common species emerge along with or just after the
Salmonflies. Their emergence usually covers a longer period. Another
species emerges on the South Fork of the Snake in late summer and early
autumn.

Timing of Hatches: Henry’s Fork - May 25 through June 30, Madison
River - June 25 through July 20, South Fork - June 25 through July 20,
August 15 through September 15

Habitat: Medium to fast, oxygen rich water with rocks and boulders

Comments: Nymphs often emerge at night or during the early morning hours. Adults
don’t always have wings. Many males and some females of the late season species are
entirely wingless or they have very small wings rendering them impossible to fly. These
species complete their mating ritual on the bank and scurry across the water to lay eggs.
Late in the summer trout lay in wait to target these large morsels as they scamper across the
water.

Patterns: Tan Rubberlegs, Golden Stone Nymph, Henry’s Fork Golden Stone,
Madam-X, Golden Stone Hedge Hog, Elden’s Ant

Hook Sizes: 8 ,10 & 12
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LAKEFRONT
5406 Henrys Lake Road

MLS # 2153024
$1,195,000

MACK'S INN
4266 Gooding Street
MLS # 2153381

$1,500,00

4+ Acres - Commercial
TBD Yale Kilgore
MLS # 2146223

$740,000

Henrys Lake Views
5533 Yellowstone Drive

MLS # 2154434
$585,000
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By Tom Bithell

Iron Dog Snowmobile Race
The Iron Dog Snowmobile Race of Alaska. Many snowmobilers have heard of it, but
there’s a lot that have not. I did not know about it until maybe a decade ago when I
started seeing social media clips from the race. When I started understanding the race
I was intrigued. Guys - and Gals - that can snowmobile 2,500 miles across Alaska are
not only great snowmobile riders, but hard core.The stamina and toughness the race
demands is why it’s called the World’s Longest and Toughest Snowmobile Race.

The IronDog.org webpage tells the
history best: The first Iron Dog
event started in 1984 and followed
the Northern Route of the
Historic Iditarod Trail to Nome.
Since then it has had multiple
incarnations ranging from 1,049
miles in 1984 to over 2,600 miles
in 2021. Today’s Iron Dog course

is more than 2,500 miles, starting in Big Lake, Pro Class racers
travel over the Alaska Range to the Yukon River, then cut overland
toward the Bering Sea coast. Once on the coast they travel to Koyuk
then to Kotzebue via the “Red Dog Loop”. From Kotzebue racers
head south reaching the halfway point in Nome. After leaving
Nome, Pro Class Racers will reverse course to finish back in Big
Lake, Alaska.

Participants cover some of Alaska’s most remote and rugged
terrain, passing through 23+ communities, while confronting some
of the harshest winter conditions. Survival skills are essential, all
Pro Class teams comprise two racers on two snowmobiles for safety.
The Iron Dog offers a non-competitive Expedition class giving
adventure seekers an opportunity to travel 1,049 miles on the
Northern Route of Historic Iditarod Trail to Nome. These teams of
two or more travel on a portion of the same trail as the Pro Class
Teams.

If you are a snowmobiler you can really appreciate what the Iron Dog
is about. As snowmobilers most of us have had our challenges -
breakdowns, bad weather, injuries, and long days in the saddle. But
these guys are riding 14 hours a day over the course of six days in
extreme cold, over rivers, lakes, open water, deep snow, hard snow,
and dirt. These guys see it all. And not only do you have to be an
excellent rider and tough as nails, you better know how to work on a

snowmobile. All repairs and maintenance along the way has to be done
by the riders. A few years ago I heard about an Island Park local named
Randy Gravatt that had raced in the Iron Dog. When I eventually met
Randy I was very interested to hear his stories.

Randy came to Island Park in the early 90s following his friend Joe
Williams out from Pennsylvania. Randy’s father was a Marine, so he
taught Randy discipline and mental toughness; two important qualities
in racing.

In 1996 Randy and Joe set the Guinness Book of World Records new
record for miles ridden on a snowmobile in 24 hours. They rode almost
non-stop to set the record at 912 miles. All this is blizzard conditions.
The next year they broke their own record with 1,289 miles covered.
This time in much better weather.

Randy first started racing in cross country
motorcycle races back in Pennsylvania.
It’s something he still does to this day.
Eventually he got into snowmobile racing
and from the first Iron Dog Race in 1984
he aspired to give it a try.

In 2012 his dream of racing in the Iron
Dog came to reality. He asked Joe to be
his racing partner, but it’s a major
commitment of time and money to be in
the Iron Dog, and Joe declined. It cost
close to $30 thousand to be in that race
with all aspects considered. There's a lot
of planning, practicing, mechanicing,
equipment, clothing, time and travel
involved. Randy ended up finding a
partner through online connections, a guy

from Wasilla, Alaska named Mike Swiantek.

Racing the Pro Class in the Iron Dog is as tough as it gets. Being a
rookie to the race, with a partner you just met, and not having a lot of
practice time in Alaska makes it that much tougher. Randy told me
they had a good draw as the third team in the starting lineup. Right
there on the starting line you’re surrounded by Iron Dog Legends. Guys
that have won the Iron Dog before. Randy said one of the pros came up
to him before the start and said, “Just get through the first day. If you
can get through the first day you can make it.”

Whether that was a blessing or a curse is hard to say. Randy and Mike
finished the first day, but at great cost and pain. Both of them hit
stumps and damaged their sleds. Randy broke his sternum and some
ribs in his crash, as well as the spindle in his tunnel.

Being tough and being a good mechanic are Iron Dog requirements and
Randy and Mike were able to put together the sleds well enough to get
to the first layover where they could make repairs

They pushed on the next day and the next with better fortune and
managed to get to Nome, the halfway point, after three hard days of
riding. Along the way there is an infamous section of trail that often
doesn’t have snow. It looks like an ATV trail.I wondered how you
could possibly keep your sled cool with no snow. Well, Randy, being a
good mechanic, improvised solutions for packing snow when found,
and adding fans to cool the engine. Continued on Page 19
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Events this Month

CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR Fridays at 11:00am

CRAFTY CORNER Thursdays at 3:30 pm
Bring your favorite craft i.e. knitting, crocheting, coloring, puzzles, etc.
or just come and socialize.

YOGA Wednesdays at 3:00 pm
Please bring your mat.

HERBAL TEA PARTY 3rd Monday of the month at 1:00pm
Refreshments welcome.

COOKBOOK BOOK GROUP 1st Monday of each month at 1:00pm
Please call the Library at (208) 558-0991 for additional information.
Bring a dish made from a recipe in the monthly designated cookbook.

Jun. 3rd –Ready or Not by Michelle Tam and Henry Fong
Jul. 1st –The I Heart Naptime by Jamielyn Nye
Aug. 5th –Bring your own recipe
Sep. 9th –Magnolia Table by Joanna Gaines
Oct. 7th –In Memory’s Kitchen: A Legacy from the Women of Terezin
Nov. 4th –Bring your own recipeDec. 2nd –Betty’s Favorites

(Christmas Party)

SPECIAL CLASSES AND EVENTS

WEEDS and How to Control Them May 29th 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Presented by Bryce Fowler
Noxious and Obnoxious weeds and ways to eliminate them

MEDICINAL PLANTS June 5th 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Taught by Alan Webb

WILDLIFE OF YELLOWSTONE June 19th 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Presented by Adam Brubaker

ISLAND PARK LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

Check
facebook
events for
updated
details

Come join in the
bridge rebuild at
Harriman. There will
be on-site camping
available if you want to
stay and help both
days.

All event details can be
found at

ifishibelong.org/fish-and-
hang/montana/.Lakeside Lodge June Events:

Saturday June 1: Live music by OCD 8 pm - 12 am
Saturday June 8: Live music by Perfect Chaos 8 pm - 12 am
Saturday June 15: Live Music by 208! 8 pm - 12 am

1st Annual Classic Car show 11 am - 3 pm
Saturday Jun 22: Live music by Scratch 8 pm - 12 am
Saturday Jun 29: Live music by The Unknown Bank 8 pm - 12 am

10am-3pm
Harriman State Park
FREE ADMISSION and fun for the whole
family. Lunch from Los Tacotes Authentic
Mexican Food Idaho in Falls
Idaho Fish and Game Upper Snake Bear
Trailer and mechanical bear. Great raffle
prizes. Guided nature walks.
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Hiking Reminders
We have some of the most beautiful hiking trails in the world right here
in Island Park, and if that’s not enough, Yellowstone Park is a stones
throw away for all the hiking you can imagine. Spectacular views,
wild flowers, rivers, lakes, streams, and wild life of all kinds can be
your picture perfect day.

There are some dangers associated with hiking in the wilds we call
home though. The woods around us are still wilderness and being
prepared can save your life. You might think it’s silly if you’re just
going out for a quick day hike, but you should always consider a pack
with the following items:

• Map
• Bear Spray
• Sunglass and a hat
• Sunscreen
• Flashlight
• Waterproof matches and/or lighter
• Snacks, high energy bars, granola, candy,

or fruit
• Extra clothing, including a bright colored

rain poncho. Temperatures can change
dramatically, especially in the mountains
with elevation changes. For every 1,000
ft the temperatures generally can drop
about 3 to 5 degrees.

The recommendations are, that you never hike alone, take frequent
rests, drink plenty of water along the way, let the slowest person in
your group set the pace, wear appropriate clothing and sturdy hiking
boots, and consider a hiking pole or walking stick. Be mindful of your
surroundings, and don’t wear ear pods so you can hear the woods or the
wild life. Make sure you have a plan, in case of an emergency, what
will your group do? If someone is injured or a medical emergency
occurs, how will you handle it? Be sure to leave an itinerary with a
friend or family and check in with them upon your return.

Have small children in your group? You might consider some advance
planning. Teach them what to do if they become lost or disoriented.

Make sure they have the tools to survive! Pack their
backpack with their own things, water, snacks, a whistle,
and a brightly colored poncho. If you come across a
predator, make sure your child knows the dos and don'ts of
wildlife interation. Teach them not to hide, but stay in plain
sight, sing loudly to themselves, and blow their whistle
with sharp blasts every 3 to 4 minutes. Remind them to
stay hydrated, calm, and to stop moving. Practice these
things with them so the chances of finding them go up
exponentially.

The Gallatin County Search and Rescue has compiled a list
of Lost Person Behaviors for a variety of different
personalities on their Facebook page. Persons with
Dementia, Gatherers, Hikers, and Small Children all have
common threads you will need to provide searchers to be
found, but there is unique information about each, if you
can provide, that will assist in locating them more quickly
and efficiently, which can lead to a more desirable
outcome. A quick search of Lost Person on their Facebook
page will bring up all the articles, read up on the topic or
topics that best fit your group before heading out!
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Water Conservation in Island
Park Reservoir, A Local Quest

While Dr. McLaren was analyzing the water quality, The Henry's
Fork Foundation, Friends of the Teton River, Trout Unlimited, and
The Nature Conservancy partnered to work on a solution that
benefitted both the farm and the fish. Their goal was to reduce the
draw down of the reservoir by implementing “Precision Water
Management”.

One of the most interesting programs initiated was the installation of
Software Advisor Packages on center pivots. The package provides
detailed information on soil-water balance in specific fields to assist
farmers in making informed decisions about water usage. This
program is estimated to have saved 25 to 50 acre-feet per center
pivot.

The program has also implemented these water saving plans:

• Leasing farmland to defer irrigation. Farmers lease their land,
either leaving it fallow or grazing livestock on cover crops, to reduce
irrigation demand. Compared to a four-year or seven-year crop
rotation (typical for the Upper Snake River Plain in southeastern
Idaho), the Collaborative pays farmers to forgo irrigation once every
four years.

• Improving soil health. The Farms and Fish Program encourages
farmers to monitor soil moisture and use soil health practices such as
cover cropping, no-till, and interseeding where appropriate. These
practices can build soil organic matter, improve water-holding
capacity, and reduce soil erosion. Even a 1% increase of soil organic
matter can result in a gain of as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water
per acre.

• Converting to different crops. Farmers can grow some of their
crops in different seasons (e.g., winter-wheat conversion from
spring-planted grain), plant cover crops, or plant crops that require
less water. This can lead to less water use overall.

• Utilizing agricultural technology. Within the region,

modeling and scheduling, satellite imagery, and low-elevation sprinkler
applications to balance crop growth and water use. These tools help
producers adjust irrigation precisely onthe individual farm-field level,
monitor crop health, enhance crop productivity, and minimize over-
watering, which can reduce water use.

What all of these organizations and research has taught us, is that less
water in the reservoir is bad for all of us, but a win/win solution for
farmers and recreators is a must. The exciting result of all this effort,
was 2,300 acre-feet of Island Park reservoir conserved in 2022. A
maximum annual draw down of 60,000 acre-feet is the ultimate goal of
this program, but this is 20% reduced drawdown was a great start!

All of this effort will dramatically improve the fishery, both downstream
and in the reservoir. It will keep our reservoir full enough for recreating,
and still serve the farmers as needed. Next time your out to play on the
water, whether fishing or recreating, take a moment to reflect on the
efforts others are making to keep Island Park Reservoir healthy and
beautiful.

For more information, visit HenrysFork.org

produces are integrating
advanced agricultural
technologies like soil
moisture monitors, irrigation
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Iron Dog Snowmobile Race
Continued from page 13
By Tom Bithell
Also on the way to Nome is the infamous Norton Bay. Crossing the sea ice can be
treacherous with waves below the ice moving the ice up and down. And in a warm year,
there can be open water. More about that later.

In Nome the racers get a day off to celebrate the halfway point and the finish for the
Expedition Class. Randy was checked out by a local nurse. That’s when he officially
knew he had a broken sternum and ribs. He was advised he probably should quit the
race, but with all the time and money he had invested, he was determined to keep going.

Randy and Mike ended up
finishing the Iron Dog. A
pretty incredible thing for two
first timers. For most people
that would be an achievement
they could be satisfied with.
But Randy wanted more Iron
Dog.

So in 2014 he rode in the
Expedition Class with a group
of seven riders. The Expedition
Class requires at least four
riders per team, but more is
okay too. There were some
struggles along the way then,
but the team made it to Nome
and finished.

In 2015 Randy again decided to race in the Pro Class. He found a partner
from Minnesota named Deiter Stroebel. This year, however, they
wouldn’t have as good of fortune. 2015 was a record warm year in
Alaska. There wasn’t much snow and what there was, was rough.

On the way to Nome while crossing the Bering Sea on Norton Sound
Randy and Deiter ran into open water. They rode for their lives trying to
make it across but the belts got wet and the sleds sank.

Fortunately it was not over their heads, it was water on top of ice beneath
them. This was a life threatening situation being in water up to your neck.
Luckily Randy said some locals from an Eskimo village saw their
snowmobile lights, knew they were in trouble and came out to help them
to safety. They survived alright, but that was the end of the race for
them that year and the last Iron Dog for Randy. At least up to now,
because with Randy you never know. He’s still got racing in his blood
and age doesn’t seem to slow him down much.
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