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The Harriman's:

Island Park Legends

We all know that Harriman State Park is a jewel in the Caldera. 14,700 acres surrounded
by an additional 16,000 acres of wildlife refuge with 20 miles of trails, a bird sanctuary
on the Henry’s Fork River, and teaming with wildlife. The family namesake and story
comes with a rich historical tapestry.

E.H. Harriman, born February 20, 1848, quit school at 14 to be a
message boy for Wall Street, but by 22 had earned a seat on the New
York Stock Exchange. This was not where he made his fortune
though. His vision for the future was railroads, and in merging
banking with railroad investment, he made his mark in history.

E H Harriman and sons, Averell and Ronald

This allowed him to purchase control of the Union Pacific in 1897,
after the United States Pacific Railroad Commission determined the
previous officers and directors had syphoned money loaned to them
from the US government to build the railroad west-ward in the amount

He met his wife, Mary Williamson Averell, who’s father happened to
be both a banker and a railroad president in upstate New York. He
promptly married her in 1879. What a way to merge his personal life

of $23.3 million dollars, or $1.17 billion today. He installed himself as
chairman of the board and invested $50M into improving its equipment
and eliminating the indebtedness by 1904.

with his business life and follow his passion! He has been called, in

many articles since, The Czar or Titan of Railroads. Harriman’s vision for the Railroad was a first-rate physical plant

competing in markets throughout the West and taking full advantage of
location, strategic opportunity, and the coming traffic of the early 20th
century. By 1900, he had control of both the Central Pacific, the
western end of the transcontinental, and the Southern Pacific, which
would link Union Pacific to the west coast. This endeavor brought him
west to Idaho.

Harriman began his career in Railroad by “flipping” troubled railroad
companies. In 1881, his first purchase was the bankrupt 34-mile
Lake Onterio Southern line. For a hefty profit, after reorganization,
he sold it to Pennsylvania Railroad. By age 35, he was the successful
director of Illinois Central Railroad, and his reputation for
management skills in the industry brought much acclaim and wealth.

The first order of business was to inspect the lines from the Missouri
River to the Pacific Coast. He found them to be in disastrous condition
and requested $25M to make repairs before even returning to the east
coast. Line expansion was another focus, and millions were spent on
new routes. Harriman took the bankrupt railroad in 1899 to showing a
profit of $14M in only a few short years. During this same time
period, he bought up as much of the worthless stock in Union Pacific at
pennies on the dollar, which set the stage for one of the largest
personal fortunes in the country.

Continued on page 9

Yellowstone Branch of the Union Pacific

The Riding Clubs of Island Park:

Bettering Our Trail Systems and Our Lives

with the group. Kent was the manager at Action
Motor Sports in Idaho Falls for 28 years and
wanted to help support the club.

There are thousands of miles of trails in the Caldera, and most of us
use them regularly, both in the summer months and the winter
months. There are experienced riders, and inexperienced riders, riders
that live here and riders that don’t. What we all have in common is a

love for the outdoors and riding. As we reminisced some, he told me of the

fundraisers they have had over the years, some of

the a simple fun run on a Saturday with spaghetti

dinner and games at the old Macks Inn play
house, and some a full night of Bingo and prizes. What is impressive
are the years of support towards the sport they have maintained. Here
are some of the items they have helped purchase over the years:

The Fugowee Motorsports Club is the oldest club. Dennis Kennedy,
along with Ron Kynaston, established the program in about 1965.
Since that time, there have been many, many community members
donate their time and money to help the club succeed.

I had the opportunity to have a long conversation with Kent Bateman
recently. He has been involved with the Fugowee’s for about 15 years
now. He can remember the original logo, and hanging out with Dan
Decker at Ponds Lodge when they sold Johnson and Cat machines.
He also remembers the big Fugowee banner Dan’s shop, which is now
the medical center near Ponds Lodge, proudly displayed.

1.  Avalanche beacon boards

2. Funds to the Adam Anderson Avalanche Program for
avalanche bags

3. Funds to the Friends of the Gallatin National Forest
Avalanche Center

4.  Funds for additional hand held radios for Fremont County

Kent’s job and Roy Leavitt were the reasons he became very active search and rescue Continued on Page 10
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The REAL Yellowstone

By: Lori Nuss
Lorinuss@me.com

This was my mom, Bunny. In the summer of 1952, she rode the train from Minnesota
with two friends to Yellowstone on their break from college.

The summers of 1946 through 1952 my dad Dale Nuss was a young seasonal ranger in
Yellowstone. He met Bunny by going for coffee at the Mammoth Terrace Grill where
she worked. Within weeks they had fallen in love early in the summer. August came
and Bunny had to leave for school just as my dad accepted a permanent Ranger

position in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. I chose another career path, but my heart also still

lives in Yellowstone, just as my dad'’s did.

Bunny left Yellowstone for Minnesota and Dale to Virginia. They wrote letters to each other
almost daily. Dale missed Yellowstone and Bunny and knew he belonged in Yellowstone. Young
Dale had spent his summers in the park from the age of six. His dad (also named Dale) owned and
operated a boy’s summer camp in Yellowstone from 1928 to 1958.

In August 1953, not even a year after arriving Shenandoah, Yellowstone’s Chief Ranger Otto
Brown transfered Dale back to Yellowstone with a permanent ranger assignment. On his return to
Yellowstone, he stopped in MN to ask Bunny’s father for Bunny’s hand in marriage.

On February 20th, 1954 they were
%7 married in Minnesota and the next
day they began their drive to
Yellowstone to begin their married
life together.

| They lived in Yellowstone year-
il round until 1980 when my dad
{ retired from the National Park
Service. Along the way came my
t brother Stuart, my sister Cara Lee
. and me. Stu and Cara Lee went on
| to have NPS careers.
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The Mountain Life Charitable Foundation Strikes Again!

The Mountain Life Charitable Foundation held its 1st Annual
Snowmobile Fun Run on January 20, 2024. A bright, sun shining
day with 114 Participants either riding their snowmobile to each
location or driving in a car or side by side. There were five local
establishments that served as a stop to get their card punched and
enjoy the specials offered. Shotgun Bar, Cafe Sabor, Lodgepole
Grill, Connie's Restaurant and Lakeside Lodge. During the event
three Grand Prizes were raffled off for those who participated in the
ride. A snowmobile Safety package that had a KLIM AV Backpack,
(donated by Klim) probe, radio, and shovel. A BBQ package with a
Blackstone Grill, Coho Cooler, Grill accessory kit, and 50 pounds of
Miller Ranch Beef. Then a Stay and Play package at Lakeside Lodge
and golfing at the IP Village Golf Course. A special live auction
was done for our friend Patrick Shaw who was recently diagnosed
with ALS. Money was raised for his new adaptive vehicle and
medical necessities. Wayne Lower MC'd the auction and helped
bring in $3100 for Patrick. The Fun Run brought in $5650 to help
the Island Park community.

The Island Park Charter School has expressed a need to purchase
land to relocate the school. The existing building and location are
quickly becoming too small for their growing program. The school
has a grant toward a new building which will expire later this year.

MLCF also hosted the
Rally 4 A Cause live
auction later that
evening to support the
Island Park Charter
School in their search
for a new location. The
auction included cool
prizes such as a Taste of
Island Park,
Snowmobile Gear
Package, Angus Steaks,

and a Trip to Puerto Vallarta. Proceeds from the event brought in
$4900. Additionally, we raffled off a classic snowmobile in memory
of Tom Kostreba. (As fate would have it, Tom's daughter won the
snowmobile!) That raffle brought in an additional $2800, bringing
the weekend total for the charter school to $7700.

You may recall our last event, the Festival of Trees. At that event we

raised $1000 from the Angel Tree for the Charter School by selling the
cute ornaments made by the students. After the event, our charity
members voted to pledge an additional $7500 to support the school’s
relocation effort. So a grand total of $16,200 was donated to the school.

The Island Park community and our visitors have shown us how much
they care. We are all so happy to have such wonderful neighbors. We
want to give special thanks to our many sponsors:

Island Park Adventures, KLIM, Rexburg Motor Sports, Lakeside Lodge,
Shotgun Bar, Cafe Sabor Island Park, The Parlor, Connie's Restaurant,
Saloon & Fitness Center, Pond's Lodge, The LodgePole Grill & Bar,
Sam's Patch, Blue Buffalo Resort, Island Park Village Golf Course, Jiffy
Lube-Idaho Falls, Stockman's-Idaho Falls, Miller Ranch Beef, Mountain
Life Team, Shawna Fuller-REALTOR , Homes By Tina Crow, Lynette
Tingey real estate, Patty Laritz-Bithell-

REALTOR, Moose Crossing Vacation

Rentals, Outback Builders , Mary Johnson,

Wanda Jensen, Brooke Unger , Lana

Tadlock, Valerie Price, Mel Bingham, Star

T Plowing, Clarissa Ball/Uptown Salon,

Blue Buffalo Resort, Squatch LLC, Last

Chance General Store, Island Park IT, LLC.

and Old West Escapes.

If you are in need of assistance or know
someone who is, please find our application
for assistance on our website at
www.MountainLifeCharity.org We are
committed to helping those in need and
charitable causes.
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Equipment Rental
Island Park

Lakeside Lodge

3857 Lakeside Lodge 208.558.9770

2023-2024 Winter Season Sled Rentals
Beginning December 15th
As weather allows

Ski-Doo Summit X 850 165 Turbo $420
Lynx Shredder 850 4100 Turbo $420
Ski-Doo Summit 860 165 / 154 $299
Lynx Shredder 850 3900 $299
*Ski-Doo Summit 600 154 $269
*Ski-Doo BackCountry $249
Ski-Doo Expedition Sport 2up $229

Winter Clothing available to rent
*Can be converted to 2 seater upon reservation request.

Island Park Adventures

3342 N Hwy 20 208.558.7581
Starting December 15th
As weather allows

Expedition Sport 600 (2UP) $229
Summit SP 600 $269
Summit SP 850 $319

Winter Clothing available to rent

High Mountain Adventures
4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd 208.558.9572

Enter Text Here. Beginning December 15th
As weather allows

650 Switchback $249
650 Pro $249
850 Khaos $299
Full Snowmobile gear $ 35

This group is open to anyone that shares a love of this area and the trail
systems. Email us at TargheeTrailRidersIslandPark@gmail.com to
join. We have a Facebook group called Targhee Trail Riders Island

Park Idaho where information regarding upcoming events and .
important announcements will be posted. Please join today! Re Cre athn Map S

Scan to download the Avenza
Map App. Create an account,
it's free. Find the Island Park
Motorized Recreation Map, both
North and South for all of the
Island Park area. The also have
aCaribou-Targhee National
Forest  Ashton-Island  Park
Ranger Districts Winter
Recreation for a small fee.
Find your trails and enjoy
yourself. Please, don't forget,
cell coverage here is difficult in
most areas, don't count on it for
your navigation. Use a paper
map, or download your map to
be sure you can use it.

Join one and all, fee
free to join both clubs.
Both are supportive of
the trails and the sport
and both will help
maintain and keep ou

trails open.

Call or email:

Kent Bateman
ksbl@blackfoot.net
208-715-1582
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Not Your Grandma's Bingo and So Much More:

Touching Lives in Many Ways!

If you’ve met Amy Beegel, you know you’ve met her. She is larger
than life and full of vinegar! But, underneath it all, she is one of the
most caring, giving people I have ever had the opportunity to meet.
Amy was born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA by a mother that took
her camping, fishing, and hiking in the forests there. Her high
school track coach and his wife, Conan and Katie, were her
inspiration for coming west. They frequently worked summers in
Yellowstone and spoke of it often to Amy.

After applying for a summer job just after her senior year in high
school, she moved west, and in her words, “fell in love”. The
romance included days hiking trails exploring and learning
Yellowstone, and fishing around the park for several seasons from
the position she accepted at Old Faithful Lodge in 1988.

The historic fire season in the park that first year created an
environment of urgency and crisis. Amy's immediate response to
assist a friend in need, leading to the entire loss of her own
belongings, shows her deep sense of compassion and prioritizing
the well-being of others over personal possessions and reflects a
remarkable example of resilience and selflessness.

Her acknowledgment
that her personality
might have led her to
stay longer, potentially
risking her life,
suggested divine
intervention and that a
larger purpose might be
in store. The ability to
find a positive
perspective after loss
and upheaval is a
testament to her
strength and resilience
at such a young age and
likely helped to shape
her life now, where

Amy places an
emphasis on human
connections and
empathy.

Amy and her Mother

Several years at Yellowstone,
and a few at Grand Teton
National Park preceded a quick
move to California before
moving back to Pittsburgh to
care for her ill Grandmother, to
whom she was very close.

Amy's Pittsburgh experience
working for a radio station
during this time highlights her
adaptability and suggests her
capacity to thrive in fast-paced
environments. Event planning, a
skill she developed while
working there resonated with her
personality.

A move back to California came next. Amy seems to draw people in,
they find her easy to speak to and her knack for interpersonal
communication helped her to meet so many people, including some
famous, such as Hugh Heffner and Dan Arnold. One of her regrets in
life is not being able to keep in contact with them all, but she admits
Facebook has helped her to reconnect with many!

One of her stories took me by
surprise! Amy  played
professional women’s football
and travelled the country with
the team from California. Tight
end, kick returner, and safety
were positions she played,
usually for the full game on
both offense and defense.

Amy has now been a resident in West Yellowstone for 24 years.
Guiding tours in the park for the park service was her shoe in for
creating her own tour business, Easy Tours. She takes great pride in
having acquired her Interpretive Guide Certification in 2014, and keeps
her First aid/CPR training current and up to date.

Continued on Page 12
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Caldera Restaurant
Days and Hours

Anglers Lodge & Riverfront Restaurant
3363 Old Hwy 191 208.558.9555
Thurs, Fri & Mon 3 pm -9 pm
Saturday & Sunday 12 pm - 9 pm

The Grill @ The Blue Buffalo Resort
3402 N Hwy 20 208.220.7896
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 7 pm

Cafe Sabor
4298 Hwy US-20 208.558.9300
Wednesday - Saturday 11 am - 9 pm
Sunday 12 pm - 8 pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Connie's Restaraunt
4130 Quakie Lane 208.558.6987
Sun & Mon & Thurs 11lam - 8pm
Tues & Wed Closed
Fri & Sat 11am - 9pm

Happy Anglers Cafe

3340 Hwy 20 208.497.9455
Closed for Season
Call or message for baked goods

3857 Lakeside Lodge Lane 208.558.9770
Daily
Lunch1lam-5pm
Dinner 5 pm -9 pm
Bar 10 am - Close

Meadow Creek
Meadow Creek Road 208.351.2787
Friday - Tuesday 10 am - 5 pm
Closed Wednesday and Thursday

The Parlor at Mack's Inn
4169 N Hwy 20 208.558.2450
Tuesday - Saturday 11 am -9 pm

Pond's Lodge
3757 Hwy 20 208.558.7221
Sunday - Thursday 11 am -9 pm
Friday and Saturday 11 am-10 pm

Springhill Suites Island Park

4292 N Highway 20 208.558.2400
Thursday - Monday 4 pm - 10 pm
Closed Tuesday and Wednesday

Subway
4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd 208.558.9884
Closed for the season

3907 Phillips Loop 208.558.9379
8 am -8 pm
Closed on Wednesdays

-Last Chance Bar & Grill
3327 Hwy 20 208.558.8006
7 days a week
8am-8pm
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The Harriman's:

Island Park Legends

Continued from page 1

One of the new routes Harriman insisted upon was inspired by his 1905
stagecoach ride for an invited visit to Yellowstone National Park. He
found the trip miserable and wanted to take advantage of the growing
needs of visitors to the park for better transportation. It was then that
the Yellowstone Branch was planned from St. Anthony to West
Yellowstone and four years later the seventy mile stretch was
completed. This was his first experience in the Caldera, and being an
avid outdoorsman, it was inspirational.

Now, a little backfill on the Idaho Ranch. Four officials from the
Oregon Shortline, which was formed by the Union Pacific, had been
lured to Island Park in the 1880°s due to it’s reputation as a hunting and
fishing paradise. As a group, they purchased the Thurburn homestead
in about 1898, and formed the Island Park Land and Cattle Company
shortly thereafter. The articles of incorporation stated the goals of the
company were to raise, purchase, sell and deal in any type of livestock
that was legal. Thus setting the stage for a sporting retreat as well as a
ranch environment.

By the end of 1906, the ranch had changed ownership interests a
number of times that are undocumented, but, three Guggenheim
brothers and Silas Eccles were now the proud owners of 4 lots within
the ranch, a couple of cabins where the present building compound is
for Harriman State Park, and had controlling interest of the cattle
company.

Silas Eccles had switched employers to Union Pacific, and it is
assumed that E.H. Harriman heard of the property through enchanting
description from him. In 1908, Silas negotiated for him to purchase
Murry Guggenheim’s lot and shares.

His Idaho ranch was not his first major personal land purchase outside
of the railroad business. The ranch numbered along purchases like
large acreages in Orange County, New York, where he built the family

Harriman New York Family Estate: Arden

estate, 300,000 acres in East Tennessee, large tracts of oil rich land in
Texas, property at the end of Klamath Lake in Oregon accessible only
by boat that he made his summer residence.

Harriman was not satisfied with the small share of the ranch but he
could not convince the other two brothers to part with theirs. After
some searching, he found the Osborne homestead that had been
established in 1881 just on the east side of the Henry’s Fork River. He
asked Eccles to negotiate the purchase for him, assuming a more
lucrative deal could be accomplished if the Harriman name were not

involved, and eventually successfully negotiated the sale of this for the
fall of 1909.

In a very sad turn of events, E.H. Harriman never had the opportunity
to visit the ranch, nor see the purchase of the Osborne homestead
through to the end. The stress of his occupation had caused his health
to decline rapidly, and on Sept 9, 1909 he passed from stomach
cancer. He left his entire estate, $70M (the equivalent of $3B today)
including the Idaho Ranch, in a very short nineteen word will, to his
wife Mary. It was a testament to his admiration for her business skills
and intelligence.

Mary actualized Harriman’s dream and completed the purchase of the
325 acres Osborne Homestead with the stage stop, commercial fish
farm, and home, which became the Harriman family retreat and was
always referred to as Harriman East Ranch. It was the year her oldest,
Averell, then 18, first visited the ranch.

Two years later, Mary made the trek, with three of her children, Carol
(22), Averell (20), and Roland (16), across the country to see the
ranch. It was love at first sight, the fishing, hunting and riding were
among the favorite memories, as was the lore of being a cowboy and it

enticed them back summer after summer. It was during that visit
she negotiated to purchase Daniel Guggenheim's lot to add to their
growing family retreat.

The ranch, in it’s early years, focused more on land acquisitions
than it did on the cattle business. They did have cows, Jersey dairy
cows and about 250 head of Herefords, or the boys would not have
been so enamored with being cowboys year after year. But the
families focused on purchasing additional land to shield them from
neighbors, gain exclusive water rights, and add prime hunting and
fishing opportunities, even if the land was deemed less than
desirable. Shotgun Valley became the target of their endeavors and
they negotiated several dozen land deals to piece together their
large holdings.

The Bishop Ranch, one of the first, purchased in 1916, was
coveted for the lake and exclusive water rights. The bonus was the
elk herd that accompanied that purchase. The story was, during a
hard winter, the bishops had fenced in a small number of elk and
by 1900 that herd had grown to nearly 100. They transferred the
elk to the Thurburn homestead by sleighs with large racks after
trimming the antlers that wouldn’t fit, they were released into a
1,000-acre pasture with a seven-foot fence.

After the purchase, it was
determined John Bishop
had placed his fences
wrong, and the entire
lake did not belong to
him, thus negotiations
with the neighboring
Salley’s to  purchase
theirs began. Eccles

felt they had been cheated in order for Salley to hold out for more
money. It took two years to negotiate the price of $22/acre for the
160 acres, but in 1918 they sealed the deal and it, along with the
Bishop, Ritchie, McGinnis, Laird, and some state land acquisitions,
became know as The Sheridan Ranch.

Silas Eccles passed shortly after the purchase of the Salley land,
leaving only the Guggenheim’s and the Harriman’s as partners in
the cattle operation and the land holdings. Averell, the eldest, had a
busy business life and blooming political career, so left much of the
ranch operations to Roland. Averell visited the ranch often, and
even developed the nations first major ski resort at Sun Valley.

Continued on page 16
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Peak Fly Hatch for January

Blue Winged Olive
(Baetis several species)

Characteristics: Two tails. Light to medium olive/gray body with light to medium gray wings..

Timing of Hatches: Mid-March through early May during afternoon hours and in the mid-
summer around dusk & September through October during afternoon hours.

Habitat: Widespread on most sections of the Henry’s Fork, Madison, Firehole, South Fork of the

Snake, and other local rivers and tributaries.

Comments: Many species are multi-brood, meaning a species may produce two or more broods during
the calendar year. They are classified as swimmer nymphs. The most important species emerge in the
spring and again in the fall. These mayflies produce exceptional dry fly fishing during these periods. Egg

laying spinners often crawl under the water to oviposit their eggs.

Patterns: Pheasant Tail Nymph, Halfback Emerger, CDC Emerger, Paracripple, BWO Soft Hackle,

BWO Nohackle, Sparkle Dun, Thorax, and Parachute Adams
Hook Sizes: 18,20 & 22

Suggested Flies

Harrop Last

Cocktail Nymph
Chance Cripple

The Riding Clubs of Island Park:

Bettering Our Trail Systems and Our Lives

Continued from page 1

This year, the fundraiser was great, I attended. The money they raised
will again be donated to search and rescue to put tracks on their side by
side for winter rescues, a definite requirement for our area!

The newer club was founded in 2019 by Brett Whittaker, but was fairly
inactive until recently. This year they hosted their first Fundraiser at
Lakeside Lodge on the 17th of February, and what an evening it was.
They packed the house, and the door prizes, live auction, and raffle
items were phenomenal.

The Targhee Trail Riders plans to use these funds to save our forest
service trails and provide input for enhancing that trail system.

They met with forest service personnel some months ago and learned
about the upcoming plan in the next couple of years. In 2012, the
forest service released its new planning rule to be used in managing all
lands they controlled. @ You can find and read this here:
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5362536.pdf,
or for an abridged version that is easier to read, here:
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE. DOCUMENTS/fseprd520671.pdf.

Currently, they are working in the Challis, ID area to determine the

next ten-year plan for that area, when
completed, they will be moving to the
forest in the Caldera. The rules they will
apply require “best available scientific
information”, which includes input from
environmental groups, the ranching
community, industry that uses the forest
service, and other public interest groups.
This would include riding clubs like
these!

During the planning phase, they will

determine how many miles of trails they

will maintain within the forest, and

where those trails will be ocated. The

Targhee Trail Riders believe input from those that know the forest and
the trails will determine how we get to use the forest, or not use the
forest, in the upcoming years.

I would urge all of you, pick a club and join, or join both! Support the
groups that advocate and protect our rights to use the forest and help in
improve the experience.
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Not Your Grandma's Bingo and So Much More:

Touching Lives in Many Ways!

Continued from Page 6

As a testament to her spiritual soul, she carries two prayer cards
with her when she is guiding. The wallet-sized memorials are both
people she connected with in the past that are no longer with us for
varying reasons. The impression she made on them resonated with
their families and that knowledge remains with her.

She still maintains a life of volunteer work. Throughout the years
Amy has given numerous hours to great causes, some of which are
Jerry’s Kids, the Special Olympics, an Orphanage in Mexico and
the Susan B Anthony Breast Cancer Foundation. Her willingness
to donate her time has also extended to all of us in the Caldera as
well, I don’t think she has ever turned down a request to call bingo
for a fundraiser, and she always donates her time, you heard me
correctly, donates her time.

Amy calls bingo as a result of playing with her grandmother as a
youth, she even still has her bingo bag and chips. Hence the name,
Not Your Grandma’s bingo. Anyone that has attended one of her
events knows her raw, playful, and funny take on what most
consider to be a game played by an older generation. She packs the
room, regardless of whether it is her usual winter Wednesday night,
or one of our fundraisers.

This kind soul living
among us wants nothing
more than to be the
shoulder people lean on.
The first person we think
of when help is needed.
After meeting Bonnie
Raitt while attending her
concert, she described
Amy as a Jack-ess of all
trades. 1 would suggest
she is not only the master
of the trades she has
chosen, but also sets such
a glowing example to the
rest of us

Her heart and soul have always been here, sometimes she jokes she
should leave and get a “real” job with benefits, but can’t tear herself
away. What a loss it would be if she ever could, and what a privilege it is
to have her in our midst.
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The Beauty that Surrounds Us:

Through the Eyes of Visitors

By Tom Bithell

Living in Island Park can make you take for granted how lucky we are to live here.
After all we get to regularly see the sites like Mesa Falls and Big Springs - two of the
Seven Wonders of Idaho - and tend to forget how majestic they are.

However, when I show family and friends around Island Park, especially those from
far away that have never been here, it reminds me of how lucky we are to be here.

I recently took a friend from Florida and his friends from South Carolina out
snowmobiling and it was so much fun just being with them and soaking up their
enthusiasm. It makes me feel so good to see how in awe they are of everything -

the vast forest, the frozen lakes, the mountain views and our winter
wonderland. Especially people from the South. They don’t see much
snow and many that come here have never snowmobiled before. The
whole experience to them is something unique and new, and it makes
me appreciate Island Park that much more myself.

I almost always take people to Meadow Creek Lodge for a burger
and fries. The fact that you can only get there by over the snow
vehicles makes it so cool to visitors. Of course, eating out is
something everyone wants to do on vacation and the fact that we
can snowmobile anywhere to eat is part of the cool experience.

Big Springs, Mesa Falls and West Yellowstone are other favorite
places to show visitors. People love seeing a state border in the
middle of the forest on a snowy snowmobile trail. Most state border
crossings are on busy highways. Here we have several remote
crossings with Montana and even Wyoming.

Depending how comfortable and competent they are on the sled,
we’ll often do some boon-docking on our shortcut trails and maybe a
cut across Island Park Reservoir. Sooner or later someone gets stuck
and it’s amusing - albeit the typical tiring work - to see the situation.
They really have no idea where to begin in getting a snowmobile
unstuck. Often they try backing up hoping to get out, but just make it
worse.

Visitors always have a lot of questions about what it’s like to live
here, how we manage with the snow, what people do for a living
here, and how we ended up living here. They look at us as a different
breed of people for our knowledge of the trails and abilities to
snowmobile everywhere. “I would be so lost out here. How do you
know how to get around? It’s such a huge area”.

I had some cousins from Massachusetts visit a couple of winters ago

to go snowmobiling. They have snowmobiled in New Hampshire,

Vermont and Maine, so they’re not new to it. But they were amazed

open how large Island
Park is, and how
many miles of trail
and riding there is.
Back East there is not
a lot of open riding
available. They have
to stay on trail
systems and those
systems are relatively
small compared to
what we have here.
One of them
remarked to me, “it
seems like everything
is 20 miles in
between”.

In Winter we are blessed with a lot of events and activities. Bingo games in West Yellowstone
are always a hit with visitors. A couple of years back we were able to take my cousin from San
Diego to Bingo in the Shotgun Bar Limousine. What a treat that was for him. He felt like a VIP.

Then there are the weekend nights with live bands at Lakeside Lodge and Shotgun Bar. The
places get packed with snowmobilers from all over and it's like a brotherhood of friends. Just
another Island Park weekend for us.

Illinois, Indiana,

Missouri,

We have some future family visits
from Massachusetts and Virginia
coming to snowmobile. They have
seen the pictures and videos of
our snowmobile adventures and
they can’t wait to go. My
ambition is to eventually get as
many of my cousins from around
the country as possible to come
and experience our winter
wonderland.

Through my years of snowmobile
guiding I have taken people from

Texas,

Oregon, Utah, Arizona, Alabama, Texas
and Florida on snowmobile tours. I never
did it as a means to pay the bills. It buys
the gas, oil and food on the trail, but it’s
nothing that’ll get you rich. I did it
because I love snowmobiling myself and
for the pleasure of showing people
around. I hope to be blessed with many
more years of meeting new people and

showing them Island Park.
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Events this Month




Page 16

The Harriman's:

Island Park Legends

Continued from page 9

The ranch had never been profitable, by 1927 it had cumulative losses
of $226,00 and by 1935 that number was $598,000. They had several
administrators during this time, and they all attempted to implement
different strategies to mitigate losses.

Early on, 1921 to 1928, James Anderson laid off men, lowered meal
expenses, and even went so far as to sell and kill off the horse herd
before winter to conserve on hay expenses. Anderson also introduced
sheep to the ranch, and cared for the elk from the Bishop purchase and
6 bison they had brought over from Yellowstone Park.

From 1928 to 1935, Sam Trude did his best to control spiraling
spending and reap a profit. It was so bad, the ranch quit ranching.
Trude sold all the livestock save a few horses and 18 head of cattle,
keeping only a skeleton crew employed. The sale of 150 head of elk
proved to be a problem. Rumor has it, rather than feeding them, they
made a deal with Idaho Department of Game to release them back into
the wild.

The ranch would return to ranching in the years that followed. The
first attempt was sheep again, but turned to cattle quickly, that being
the lore that enticed the boys originally. The only sheep kept after
1935 were a few for the dining pleasure of guests.

Sam Clark Sr. took over management at the end of 1935, he was a
rancher, and had unique ideas to implement. He and his son, Clark Jr.,
were the only managers to run a relatively break even ranch, although
the numbers were supplemented by wise investments made by Averell
and the Guggenheims to offset some of the losses.

Utilizing the railroad, and the Yellowstone Branch, Clark Sr. began
purchasing one and two-year-old steers from Texas. They would buy
them early spring, fatten the two-year-olds to sell late fall, feed the
one-year-olds over the winter, and start again in the spring. Clark Jr.
would add cow/calf pairs to this when he began management in 1950,
and by 1954, they boasted a herd of 199 cows and four bulls.

1949 brought the death of the last Guggenheim brother, and his heirs
sold to the Harriman’s by 1954. The ranch took on a partner that year
by the name of Charles Jones, and reorganized the cattle company to
create better tax shelters for the owners. Island Park Land and Cattle
Company remained in place, but a new business, Railroad Ranch
Cattle Company was formed.

Ben Meese, who was the new manager in 1960, smartly determined
wintering cattle in Island Park was just plain hard. He leased feed lots
in Roberts and cattle drives were a hit with the locals and owners from
then until 1971 when they began trucking them down. This eliminated
the need to put up hundreds of tons of hay each summer.

Throughout the
ownership from 1898
to the end, all of the
owners had a mind
toward conservation.
In the beginning, it
may  have  been
selfish, for their own
sporting pleasure.

They created Silver Lake early on and stocked it with 10,000
fingerlings a combination of Rainbow trout, and the non-native
Eastern Brook trout. Such an act would have been questionable now
as there were not screens to prohibit the non-native fish from entering
the Henry’s Fork.

In the 1930’s, they were plagued with poachers and trespassers. It was
suggested that they create a sanctuary of the river and an eighth-mile
strip on each side to prevent this. It was dismissed, as it would
prohibit the Guggenheim’s and Roland from fishing as well.

The trespassing became a larger problem when they sold 3,928 acres
to BLM to create Island Park Reservoir for $66,000. When filled, it
provided direct access to the shores of the Sheridan Ranch and the rest
of company land. They resorted to purchasing and leasing additional
land so all land between forest service and the ranch was privately
owned to reduce the number of incidences.

In 1941 a small flock of Hungarian partridge were released, also non-
native, in conjunction with Idaho Fish and Game to add to the sport
birds already present. They planted Siberian Pea, Golden Willow,

— _

Ponderosa Pine, Douglas Fir, and Blue and Norway Spruce in 1945 as
they had in the early 1900’s. But their biggest push for conservation
was to keep poachers and trespassers at bay, suggesting the
conservation effort was for the owners’ pleasure rather than the
wildlife habitat.

Somewhere in the late 40’s and early 50’s their ideas about
conservation began to change. It had taken nearly five decades, but
the thought process was beginning to be more about the wildlife and
less about the sporting activities. In the late 40’s, the bird sanctuary
was placed on the section of Henry’s Fork that ran through the ranch.

This prohibited bird hunting, including the rights of the ranch owners,
and closed fishing to all during migratory bird nesting season. Roland
attempted to reestablish a big game sanctuary on and around the ranch
in 1956 with Fish and Game with no success.

In the late 50’s they also participated with Fish and Game in cleaning
the trash fish out of the reservoir and donated money toward fish
conservation research. They planted more trees, and worked
diligently to remove the algae and weeds from Golden and Silver

Lakes. The largest move towards

conservation came when
Charles Jones sold his
interest in the ranch to the
Harriman’s, allowing
Roland and Gladys to
finish negotiations with
the state. The signed the
agreement at the end of
1961 donated the ranch to
the State of Idaho upon
their death.

Roland’s health took a turn for the worse in 1976, a decision was made
to turn the ranch over early. By the end of the year, the cattle were all
sold, and the ranch crew was disbanded, each with two horses as gifts.
On April 1, 1977, they turned the ranch over to the state, thus ending
80 years of private ownership.

Some of the negotiated conditions of the donation were, the name
“Harriman State Park”, no hunting or trapping from Thurmon Ridge
south to Green Canyon, the bird sanctuary had to be maintained, they
would pay Fremont County fees in-lieu of taxes, fly fishing only
would be permitted, and a professional Parks and Recreation
Department in Idaho would be established to maintain the asset.

The planning stage took several years. Golden and Silver Lakes were
closed permanently to fishing, and discussions regarding the best
avenue for sharing this amazing gift with the public without damaging
the ecosystem began. The Railroad Ranch main shop burned to the
ground in 1978 which prompted construction of a headquarters
building, new shop and residences for the staff near Green Canyon
Road. Finally, on July 17, 1982, Harriman State Park was officially
opened for visitors, and that winter opened for cross country skiing.

The gift was considerable, and cannot be matched. 14,700 acres of
forest and meadows with six miles of the Henry’s Fork River flowing
through it. $510,000 in trust for 20 years from the sale of the Lima
Ranch in combination with a $75,000 life insurance policy for
management. $5M in matching federal funds to develop Harriman and
Eagle Island State Parks, as well as add handicapped facilities in
thirteen other state parks. And, the most important Trumpeter Swan
winter habitat in the lower 48 states.

Hikers, bird watchers, photographers, and the curious can now traverse
nearly twenty miles of trails within the park, or step back in time by
visiting some of the ranch buildings. You can also take a historical
tour with a ranger for a more detailed look. There is no splashy
advertising or signage to lure travelers into the park, but you can find
your way there. Harriman hosts a number of activities all year long,
check their website, then come enjoy Island Park’s crown jewel.

Mary Harriman

E. H. Harriman
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2024 Auditorium Vote

Resouces better spent elsewhere?

In the last several issues I have touched on several key points in considering how
you will vote for the Auditorium District when it is placed on the ballot again.
This was such a heated topic when it was placed before the community before,

and with little time to educate ourselves, there was so much confusion.

One of the items that is of concern, is allocating a resource, the additional
taxation of short-term rentals and hotels, to a specific purpose that cannot ever be
undone. The law that pertains to the use of the funds collected in this district are
very clear. Funds cannot be diverted to other projects the community may deem

more necessary at any time in the future.

When it was proposed to the community last year, the proponents suggested that
they could raise nearly $3M a year from the tax. That would pay for the building

and maintain it, presumably, forever. However, if there were funds
left over from year to year, they cannot be applied to other community
needs.

Can you think of other areas that would be well served with additional
funding? The Island Park Charter School has a grant they can use to
build a new building, but they have to purchase the land. Is that a
better use of our resources? Would there be a need for funding for
street repair, street lighting, upgrading our medical facilities, or further
helping our EMT’s?

What will they do when the building is paid for, and they have
reserves, large reserves, every year? Will they expand the building?
Their plans previously were 10,000 square feet, how much bigger
would they eventually make it? Would they use it to attract events,
thus bringing more tourists into the area? If none of these were to
happen, would they simply collect it and not spend it?

Let’s not forget, when you vote for the Auditorium District, it takes no
less than 3,000 signatures to disband it. The area they designated for
voting purposes has less than 1,000 votes currently, so it cannot be
undone.

On a more positive note, in the last several months, our little
community has proven our ability to fund raise, in a very big way!
We have several non-profit 501C3 organizations that have the ability,
and the talent to help raise funds to assist with a community center. It
would be a solution to involve everyone that was in favor of a
community center, without creating a new taxing entity. It would
also, potentially, leave the resource available for other community
needs.

West Yellowstone is a prime example of using their resources and
taxing systems to build funds that the community can vote to spend in
areas of need. It isn’t earmarked for one particular use only, and
decisions can be made and remade as needs arise. It would be
advantageous to go back to the table with our state Representatives
and find solutions that are malleable in the future as our needs change
and grow.
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The Annual Hockey Tournament at Lakeside Lodge:

The Challenges and Successes

Every year brings a different challenge when making an Ice Rink, the crew is usually
fighting mother nature. It’s not quite as easy as filling a pond and letting it freeze over,
it requires quite a bit of babysitting!

After decent snowfall they push snow to the borders and lay down a tarp to then flood
the rink. Once the ice is frozen snow must constantly be removed and is pushed to the
sides. Eventually, hose it all down to turn it into slush and compress it with plywood
boards to create the sidewalls.

This year’s challenge was mild temperatures, even pushing 50 degrees little over a
week before tournament. That was followed by constant snow which can be the
biggest enemy insulating the ice and creating soft slush layers.

There was a lucky slight window with snow
ending 6:30 Friday before the tournament
and temperatures in teens overnight that
provided the opportunity to spray a new
layer and even out the rink. Even then, it
froze solid just before tournament scheduled
to start.

The players that enter the tournament are
what make it all happen. They show up in
good spirits and recognize the issues faced
in this environment to make skateable ice.
This year there were six teams entered

The tournament is 3 vs. 3 pond
hockey rules. Instead of your
standard hockey goal, pond
hockey uses a goal out of wood
that is 6 feet wide with two foot
long slots on either side that the
puck can score in. There are no
goalies are allowed. The teams
play two halves, ten minutes a
piece.

The Lakeside employees work
diligently every year to provide
a rink, even when, like this year,
it is difficult to see the end
product being skateable. They
wanted to shout a big thank you
to the Ritchey Family and

and Maryann Warnecke for helping
administer and referee the tournament.

If you haven’t had a chance to watch, there
are quite a few of these teams that are
fantastic! It’s outside, but there is always a
fire and concession stand serving hot cocoa
and coffee, among other things. Start
planning now to come watch next year in
February. They always post on Facebook,
go like Lakesides page and watch for the
dates!
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