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Fremont County Commissioner Race

There was a list of questions provided to both of the candidates for May 3rd:  Meet your candidates for County offices

Fremont county commissioner. Blair Dance provided his early Will be held at the EMS building in Island Park, check for updates on
enough to print last month, but the answers were received from
David Bloxham were too late to print. This month, since the
elections are nearly upon us, here are the questions and answers side May 21st: Election Day

by side. Island Park registered voters cast their ballots at the EMS building.

Blair Dance’s experience has prepared
him to be a qualified County Commissioner

times, considering 5 to 7 pm or 6 to 8§ pm.

s Current Fremont County Planning and Zoning Commissioner
* 13 years Board of Director, two terms as Chair, of Ashton Memorial, Inc.

* 10 years Board of Director, two terms as Chair, of the 9 county regional Workforce You can read an 1nt0duct10n to DaVe

Investment Board :
* Lobbying delegate to the Idaho Legislative delegation in Washington D. C. (4 times) BlOXham on FacebOOk n the ISland

*  Sixyears Board of Director of East Central Idaho Planning and Development Company, Park 1D ClaSSIﬁed and Communlty
aka The Development Company info, search Involved Property
* Past member of Fremont County School District Building and Improvement Bond O
committee responsible for financial presentation. 'WNETS.
* 27 years as a Commercial/Agriculture Banker with 13 years banking in Fremont County,
bringing Bank of Idaho into Ashton, Island Park & St. Anthony . : .
11 years as a private business owner Or’ 1t was puthhed m the ISland Park
Served for 1 year as a Federal District Court Juror to the Eastern Idaho Division NCWS on Aprll l 1 . 2024.

Served three times as Rotary President and two times Chamber of Commerce President
29 years living in Fremont County, 7 in 5t. Anthony and 22 in Ashton

Associate Degree Business Finance; numerous American Institute of Banking Courses;
AIB Principles of Banking course instructor

s Wife of 45 years Laurie Jo Dance; 5 children; 17 grandchildren

1. What are your ideas about growth in the Caldera? What does that look like to you? Include ideas on highway, traffic

control, and future development please.

Further growth in the Island Park Caldera is inevitable. When people start
moving to an area business follows, demand for services increases and
competing expectations become more evident with resources being

strained. As a county, we are working as a team to anticipate such issues I will help promote controlled and planned development
and do ground work necessary to help address them before hand, if throughout Fremont County. The County Commissioners job is
possible, or at least be better prepared when these issues arise. to be the executive branch of county government. The

. ¢ ion for | f ) commissioners are for county appointments, have administrative
We are addressing issues of compensation for law enforcement, ensuring authority, oversee all county departments, commissions, boards

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) sustainability, obtaining grants and . L .
othergfun ing to improve and e(xpanc% the capacity}gf our mur%ic%pal liquid and coménlctltees. Tl(lie COMMISSIONETs are alslo resp(zins1bi¢ for thI?
waste disposal systems, meeting regularly with Idaho Transportation county budget and approving county rules and policies.
Department (ITD) discussing current and future needs of the highway 20 elected, I will work with the different department heads to look
corridor; including immediate fixes or improvements to resolve congestion at county traffic/road issues and make sure the county
and safety issues, obtaining federal grants for connector road Development Code is followed and updated as needed.
improvements, and providing input to the long term plans of ITD. Keeping
the counties support equipment current and in good working order is also
necessary to prepare for growth. The planning department is actively
reviewing, revising and updating the Fremont County Comprehensive
Plan and Development Code. Continued on Page 9

Mountain Life Charity:

Striving for Growth

Mountain Life Charitable Foundation is committed to developing resources that are available to
everyone in the Island Park community. We see a need to develop a space for people to gather
and spend time together with friends and family. Our charity members are collaborating to
cultivate this dream and make it a reality.

The Dream

We envision a property that will have a park for all ages, including a play structure for younger
children, disc golf course, lawn space and BBQ facilities. The ultimate property will feature a
pavilion with tables for picnicking in the park, as well as a clubhouse with a small kitchenette
that would provide an indoor space for those looking to get together for luncheons, game days or
other small gatherings. We have created a separate fund within the Foundation to bring these

dreams to life. Continued on Page 6
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Bear Relocation 1in the Yellowstone

By Lori Nuss

In 1968 my dad, Ranger Dale Nuss along with a park welder began work on the design and making of
bear traps used in Yellowstone. The intention was to make the trap safe for bears but also safe for the
park personnel that had the job of releasing the bear. The goal was to relocate the bear back to
Yellowstone’s backcountry. Sometimes that was by vehicle, or by helicopter.

Lori Nuss

The REAL Yellowstone©
406-581-0851
lorinuss@me.com
www.therealyellowstone.com

Here’s an additional photo with a diagram of the design and how the trap
worked. This design is still in use today in Yellowstone and other
national parks.

Let's not forget, it is once again bear season in the Caldera. Keep your
bird seed, dog food, and other attractants put away and keep you garbage
in bear proof cans. Carry bear spray while you hike, hike in groups, and
make noise while your out, surprising a bear can be deadly, for both you
or the bear! And be careful with your pets! Stay safe.
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Easter Egg Hunt a Resounding Success!

In what proved to be a whirlwind of excitement and laughter, the Mountain Life Charitable
Foundation hosted its inaugural Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 30th. The event, held at the
Island Park Village Golf Course, drew in an enthusiastic crowd, eager to partake in the festive
tradition.

The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the lightning-fast egg hunt, during which a staggering
2000 eggs were snatched up in less than a minute. The sheer speed and energy of the participants
added an electrifying buzz to the atmosphere, with children darting to and fro in search of colorful
treasures.

Adding to the excitement were the golden tickets hidden among the eggs, offering lucky winners the
chance to claim special prizes. Additionally, a raffle featuring enticing rewards kept the anticipation
levels high throughout the event.
To the delight of all attendees, the Easter Bunny himself
made a special appearance, hopping around to greet children
and spread cheer. The furry visitor added an extra dose of
magic to an already enchanting day, creating unforgettable
memories for all who were present.

The Mountain Life Charitable Foundation wants to press their heartfelt gratitude
to the numerous sponsors and dedicated volunteers whose support made the event
possible. Their contributions, whether through financial assistance or hands-on
help, ensured that the day was filled with joy and delight for all who attended.

Looking ahead, the Mountain Life Foundation has vowed to make next year's
Easter Egg Hunt even more spectacular, promising bigger surprises and even
greater fun. With the overwhelming success of this year's event and the promise
of a visit from the Easter Bunny, anticipation is already building for what
promises to be an egg-ceptional celebration in the coming year.
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Equipment Rental

Island Park
| akeside Lod

3857 Lakeside Lodge 208.558.9770
UTV/ATV

Defender 6 seat $429

Commander 4 seat $399
SeaDoo

Spark/Trixx $299

GTX PRO 130 $359

Boats starting at $495

1 up Kayaks and Paddle Boards $50

2 up Kayaks $80

E-Bikes $85

** All prices are for fullday 9 amto 5 pm
***Price does not include fuel or damage deposit

Island Park Adventures
3342 N Hwy 20 208.558.7581
TV/AT
Defender Max Limited $599
Defender Max $477
Commander Max $457
Maverick Trail $357
Outlander Max $306
Outlander $266

This group is open to anyone that shares a love of this area and the trail Helmets are included with rentals

systems. Email us at TargheeTrailRidersIslandPark@gmail.com to Sea Doo

join. We have a Facebook group called Targhee Trail Riders Island Sea Doo Spark 3-UP $300

Park Idaho where information regarding upcoming events and )

important announcements will be posted. Please join today! 2 D GTX. E .UP . : $400
“**Lifejackets are included with rentals

“**ALL rental pricing includes insurance

Join one and all, feel free to join
both clubs. Both are supportive Will soon relocate to 4150 N Big Springs Loop
of the trails and the sport, and
both will help maintain and keep

our trails open.

Call or email: i in Adventures
Kent Bateman ngh Mountain

ksb1@blackfoot.net
208-715-1582 4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd 208.558.9572

Tuesday to Saturday 9 am to 3 pm

. RZR Trail 900 50" $299
Re creation Maps RZR xfllooo 2 Seat $329

RZR XP1000 4 Seats $399
ican t((): download the Ave_nzaf Map RZR Xpedition 5 $529
. Create an account, it's free.
FiII)I% the Island Park Motorized RZR Pro 4 Seat $499
IS{ecrﬁa%ion llMigpfl lfolth dI\II)ortl? and Kayak $ 39
outh for all of the Island Park area. :
The also have aCaribou-Targhee Triple Kayak 5 60
IﬁlationalDl?ore;st Avsvhton-IsII{and Park Raft $99/$150
anger Daistricts inter Recreation
for ag small fee. Find your trails and Paddle Board $ 49
en{'oy yourself. Please, don't forget, Float Tube $ 25

cell coverage here is difficult in most
areas, don't count on it for your
navigation. Use a paper map, or Discounts for multi day rentals and multiple machine rentals
download your map to be sure you
can use it.
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Mountain Life Charity:

Striving for Growth

Continued from Page 1
The Plan

This endeavor involves continued fundraising and securing a property. We are eagerly
seeking like- minded individuals who share our passion to contribute by participating in
events and fundraisers. In addition to our charitable fund, we are seeking sponsors keen on
championing our vision whether through seller financing or assisting us in acquiring the
property. After a property is secured, we will continue to grow funding to build the play
structure and disc golf course. At this point, our dream of a park would be a reality!

The Future

Once we have a park established, we will continue with our fundraising activities to grow
capital to add more amenities. We will start with a pavilion to include tables and in-ground
BBQs for people to picnic and enjoy the area with friends and family. The second phase will
be adding permanent restroom facilities, with plans to later remodel and incorporate this into
a larger clubhouse that would provide an indoor space for a year-round gathering place. It
will take some time, but our members have the drive, determination and a commitment to see

this space through to completion.

The Devotion

You will never find “idle hands” from the members of our charity. We
no more than get done with a major fundraiser before we are planning
the next one. We have several fun events planned for this year. The
Corn Hole Tournament was on April 20 th at the IP Village Golf
Course Clubhouse the event proceeds are going to our very own hero,
Patrick Shaw. At time of publishing, we didn’t have firm numbers so
stay tuned to our Mountain Life Charitable Foundation Facebook page
to get the results from this marvelous event. We are also super\ excited
about our Golden Ticket Raffle! What is the Golden Ticket? It is your
opportunity to purchase raffle tickets for a chance to win 1 of 4
exclusive vacations. These tickets will be $100 with only 100 tickets
sold. Sawtelle Music Festival; this is a new event that we are
collaborating with Dan Simms of the Meadowlark Music Fest and
Island Park Souvenirs to bring the music to Island Park. The event will
be held at Sawtelle Mountain Resort Pavilion on Thursday, August 22
nd , Friday, August 23rd and Saturday August 24th. We can’t wait to
see this event grow. Check out the Sawtelle Music Festival Facebook
Page with the list of Musicians. We are already planning our second
annual Festival of Trees; the event is scheduled for Friday, November

29 th and Saturday, November 30 th . We are anticipating that this will
be a MAJOR event considering the excitement level of our participants
already growing! We are working on other “pop up” events.

We are proud to announce our other sensational news; we applied for
and were granted our Charitable Gaming License on March 18,
2024. This license opens up doors for our charity to grow
exponentially. Stay tuned to our Facebook page: Mountain Life
Charitable Foundation or our website: https://mountainlifecharity.org/
for upcoming events. We would like to thank Sawtelle Mountain
Resort for the facilities for this year’s event.

We realize that the further our project progresses the more our
financial needs will grow. Part of our members’ commitment is
growing the Foundation into the kind of organization that can sustain
this project in its’ entirety. We are Island Parkers. We love this place
that we call home (or our home away from home) and we are
dedicated to supporting our vision now and in the future. We share this
aspiration with you, our fellow community members, so that you are
aware how we intend to utilize the funds we raise and how you can
help us bring the community together.
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Caldera Restaurant
Days and Hours

Anglers Lodge & Riverfront Restaurant
3363 Old Hwy 191 208.558.9555
Check Facebook for days and times open

The Grill @ The Blue Buffalo Resort
3402 N Hwy 20 208.220.7896
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 7 pm

Cafe Sabor
4298 Hwy US-20 208.558.9300
Wednesday - Saturday 11 am - 9 pm
Sunday 12 pm - 8 pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Upper Snake River

Region Fishing Info

To fish in Idaho any person 14 years of age or older must have a valid
fishing license.

*Idaho resident Anglers younger than 14 do not need a license and have their
own limit.

Connie's Restaraunt
4130 Quakie Lane 208.558.6987
Watch Facebook and website for spring reopen

Happy Anglers Cafe
3340 Hwy 20 208.497.9455

Watch Facebook for spring reopen
Call or message for baked goods

3857 Lakeside Lodge Lane
Daily
Lunch1l am-5pm
Dinner 5 pm-9 pm
Bar 10 am - Close

208.558.9770

Meadow Creek Lodge
Meadow Creek Road
Watch Facebook for reopen

208.351.2787

The Parlor at Mack's Inn
4169 N Hwy 20
Tuesday - Saturday 11 am -9 pm

208.558.2450

Pond’s Lodge
3757 Hwy 20 208.558.7221

Sunday - Thursday 11 am -9 pm
Friday and Saturday 11 am - 10 pm

Springhill Suites Island Park
4292 N Highway 20

Thursday - Monday 4 pm - 10 pm

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday

208.558.2400

*Nonresident angler under 14 must be with someone who has a valid fishing
license and their fish are included in the license holders unless they purchase
their own separate license.

Special fishing permits are needed for some activities for both residents
and nonresidents:

*Fishing for salmon and steelhead
*Fishing with two poles.

Purchase your license at one of the following:

4141 Sawtelle Peak Rd
Closed for the season

208.558.9884

Phillips Lodge- The Lodgepole Grill

*Online at idfg.idaho.gov/buy

*Or the following local locations:
Elk Creek Station (Near intersection of Hwy 20 & Yale-Kilgore Rd)
Sam Patch Grocery (Near intersection of Hwy 20 and Sawtelle Rd)
Lakeside Lodge (On the reservoir at the end of Buttermilk Rd)

For a full list of regulations, open waters, and limits, visit:

TheCalderaTimes.com/upper-snake-fishing-regs

3907 Phillips Loop 208.558.9379
8am-8 pm
Closed on Wednesdays
-Last Chance Bar & Grill
3327 Hwy 20 208.558.8006

Watch Facebook for spring reopen




Page 9

Fremont County Commissioner Race

Continued from Page 1

Blair Dance

David Bloxham

2. Do you advocate for a K-12 school here in Island Park?

The question of a K-12 school in Island Park is for the patrons and School
District 215 to discuss and decide the feasibility of the idea. As a county
our responsibility is to administer the 25 separate taxing districts and
distribute, according to law, the funds generated from those taxing
districts. The Island Park Charter School is an excellent interim step to
help eliminate the long bus ride for those young children. The educational
product being delivered by Connie Day and her staff is excellent and
second to none. It was exciting to see the school expand the number of
grades available this last year. As to the bus ride for the other students, I
am well aware of the length of time of the ride and the challenging
weather conditions that can be encountered as my wife was a substitute
bus driver and drove the Island Park school bus route many times.

I am a strong supporter of education. We have an outstanding
Charter School in Island Park and I look forward to meeting the
new Fremont School District Superintendent who will take office
this summer. I believe a good working relationship with School
District leadership will help bring a K-12 school back to Island
Park when enrollment figures show a school is needed.

3. What are your ideas for keeping our tax dollars on the hill for utilization here?

All counties in the State of Idaho are strictly governed by law as to the
collection and distribution of tax dollars. As mentioned above, there are
25 separate taxing districts in Fremont County each with its own tax levy
rate. The funds generated from that individual levy is the responsibility of
the taxing entity and is governed by their own taxing board as to
distribution. If there are questions as to the distribution of those tax
dollars it would be best to contact the board of the applicable taxing
district to get answers. It would also serve well those concerned to
research the dollars spent in the Island Park area by Law Enforcement,
Road and Bridge, EMS, Parks and Recreation, Snowmobile Trail
Grooming, Building Inspection, Planning and Zoning, Assessor, Solid
Waste Transfer Station, etc.

If elected, I will represent all of Fremont County, so I will be
looking at ways for the county budget to be frugal. As a full-time
resident of Island Park, I am aware of the needs in Island Park and
know some of our needs have been ignored. I plan to carefully
examine department manager budget proposals and see if island
Park issue areas can also receive funding and attention.

4. What is your stance on the Auditorium District?

The auditorium district is a matter for the citizens of the Island Park
voting precinct to decide through normal democratic processes where the
required majority must be met. The counties responsibility is to provide
the voting opportunity.

The Auditorium District proposal was an Island Park community
effort. The county was not involved in the effort. Had the district
been approved, the district would solely work with the Idaho Tax
Commission. This is not a county issue.

5. What are your ideas about the city limits in Island Park?

The discussion regarding the City of Island Park’s community border is,
again, up to the voters on an overall basis and up to the City of Island
Park on a limited basis through the annexation process.

6. What are your ideas for promoting further business in our

I have a good working relationship with the new Island Park
mayor anf city council. I believe we can work together on any
city/county issues. I hope to get to know the mayors of other
Fremont County communities. The county commissioners can not
tell cities what to do, but I believe we can work together on issues.

area, including tourism and infrastructure? (RV dump

stations, bathrooms, days and hours at the dump)

As to promoting further business in the Island Park area, the State of Idaho
through the Department of Tourism does an excellent job in promoting the
various regions in the state. Obviously, since Idaho 1s one of the fastest
growing states. Business follows population. When the population
increases business is drawn to an area. This is no less true in Island Park.
The phrase that can be heard in most settings, “Idaho has been discovered”

It has been recommended to ITD by several different entities to include in
the overall highway 20 plan a rest area that would include an RV dum
site. One of the preferred locations sug%ested was at the Red Roc
road/Hwy20 intersection. There is a sewer lift station in that location and
the State of Idaho has been requested to place the Henry’s Lake State Park
on the municipal waste water collection system. The access by the State
Park to the system would be at that same location.

The Island Park Solid Waste Transfer Station already has more open
hours than the surrounding counties who have a much larger
population base to serve. The county continually struggles to keep the
transfer station staffed in todays employment environment. They do the
best they can with limited resources to provide as much open times as
possible.

I %lan to work with state and federal officials any way I can to see
what can be done to replace the abandoned dump station and
bathrooms near Macks Inn. I know landfill hours and costs are an
issue in Fremont County and I know county employees are
looking at options to keep costs down while the county looks at
the planned opening of a regional landfill in Madison County.

7. What are your ideas on the bear issue, regulations? Grants? Enforcement?

The bear resistant container (BRC) issue starts with public education.
There are grants that have been offered by different entities to assist
with that step. A group is forming to accommodate the receipt of the grant
and its implementation to address the education piece. They are also
discussing additional challenges such as identifying the geographical area
that is to be included 1n the regulation, 1s compliance to be
regulated/enforced, who is to enforce the re%ulation, are there to be
penalties for non-compliance, what are the penalties? Is there broad public
support for BRC or is it just a few concerned citizens? Should the BRC
idea be put to an advisory vote? Should the vote be throughout the county
or just the Island Park voting precinct or to a proposed geographical
identified area? There are many other details that must be addressed prior
to any attempt at implementation.

A group of community volunteers have been working with the
Fremont County sheriff’s office, Idaho Fish and Game and
various organizations to secure grants to raise awareness that
Island Park is Bear country. They are working with Fish and
Game to determine if other areas in Fremont County should also
raise awareness of bears in the area. I support their efforts and the
efforts of the Sheriff’s office to help make Fremont County safe
for property owners, visitors and wildlife.

Continued on Page 18
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Peak Fly Hatch May

Blue Winged Olive
(Baetis several species)

Characteristics: Two tails. Light to

Western March Brown
(Rhithrogena morrisoni)

Characteristics: Two tails. Dark gray wings with strong dark mottling.

medium  olive/gray body with light to  Suggested Flies | Body is dark olive brown to purplish biack.

medium gray wings.

Timing of Hatches: Mid-March through
early May during afternoon hours and in
the mid-summer around dusk & September
through October during afternoon hours.

Habitat: Widespread on most sections of the Henry’s

Fork, Madison, Firehole, South Fork of the Snake, and Nymph

other local rivers and tributaries.

Comments: Many species are multi-brood, meaning a
species may produce two or more broods during the
calendar year. They are classified as swimmer nymphs.
The most important species emerge in the spring and again
in the fall. These mayflies produce exceptional dry fly
fishing during these periods. Egg laying spinners often
crawl under the water to oviposit their eggs.

Timing of Hatches: Late spring from mid-April
through early June. Duns emerge during mid-
morning hours. Spinners fall in the evenings. Suggested Fly
Habitat: Medium to fast water with gravel or rocky
bottom. Very common on most sections of the

Cocktail Henry’s Fork. Late season species are also common

on the Madison, Gallatin, and some waters in
Yellowstone Park.

Comments: March Browns provide exceptional

dry fly fishing on the Henry’s Fork in May and early

June. They are classified as clinger nymphs. ;. .con's Mayfly
Transformation from the nymph to the dun usually Crivple
takes place under the water. Therefore, a soft hackle PP
emerger fished deep can often bring good results.
During cooler weather the duns will stay on the
surface long enough to provide good dry fly action.

Harrops
Patterns: Pheasant Tail Nymph, Halfback Emerger, CDC Last Chance Patterns: Pheasant Tail Nymph, Pheasant Tail Soft Hackle, March
Emerger, Paracripple, BWO Soft Hackle, BWO Nohackle, Cripple Brown Emerger, Quill Gordon, Slate Olive Thorax, Slate Olive Nohackle

Sparkle Dun, Thorax, and Parachute Adams
Hook Sizes: 18,20 & 22

Grannom Caddis

Hook Sizes: 12,14 & 16

Suggested Flies

(Brachycentrus)
Lawson's
Characteristics: Sometimes known as the “Mother’s Day Caddis” the common Grannom is a very important Hemmingway
hatch in the pre-runoff period in April and May on the Henry’s Fork, South Fork, and other local wateres. These Caddis
caddis are second only to the Spotted Sedge in importance for fly-fishers. The case making larvae are a very
important food source for wintering trout. Another species produces very good fishing on the Henry’s Fork,
Madison, Yellowstone and other waters during late summer.
2
Timing of Hatches: April and May and August through early September. Emergence occurs in the afternoon and early Parf;,:-l‘;v seog; ddis
evening. Egg laying frequently coincides with the emergence. E 8
merger
Habitat: All water types. Larvae build square cases. They thrive on gravel, rocks and aquatic vegetation.
Comments: Pupae can drift long distances while struggling to escape the pupal shuck. Males are one size smaller than
females. The emergence often produces explosive rises from trout that are hungry after a long winter. Best technique is to use
a pupa as a dropper from a dry fly. X-Caddis

Patterns: Olive Cased Caddis, Olive or Dark Gray Emergent Sparkle Pupa, Olive Partridge Pupa, Olive Spent Partridge

Caddis, Olive X-Caddis, Olive E-Z Caddis, Hemingway Caddis
Hook Sizes: 14, 16 &18

Golden Stonefly
(Acroneuria, classenia)

Characteristics: These large stoneflies are similar in
appearance to their larger Salmonfly cousins except they are a
couple of hook sizes smaller and they are lighter in color. They
are a dark golden amber with a lighter underbelly. The most
common species emerge along with or just after the Salmonflies.
Their emergence usually covers a longer period. Another species
emerges on the South Fork of the Snal%e in late summer and early
autumn.

Timing of Hatches:

Henry’s Fork - May 25 through June 30

Madison River - June 25 through July 20

South Fork - June 25 through July 20 & August 15 through
September 15

Habitat: Medium to fast, oxygen rich water with rocks and
boulders

Comments: Nymphs often emerge at night or during the early
morning hours. Adults don’t always have wings. Many males
and some females of the late season species are entirely wingless
or they have very small wings rendering them impossible to fly.
These species complete their mating ritual on the bank and
scurry across the water to lay eggs. Late in the summer trout lay
in wait to target these large morsels as they scamper across the
water.

Patterns: Tan Rubberlegs, Golden Stone Nymph, Henry’s Fork
Golden Stone, Madam-X, Golden Stone Hedge Hog, Elden’s Ant

Hook Sizes: 8,10 & 12

Salmonfly
(Pteronarcys)

Characteristics: These are huge insects. The adults are dark charcoal with dark
orange thoraxes and underbellies. The nymphs vary from dark mahogany brown to
black. They take 3 to 4 years to mature from egg to adult. The nymphs concentrate
near the bank and crawl out to emerge. Emergence is specifically concentrated and
usually moves upriver a mile or so a day. The egg-laying adults fly clumsily over
the water and many of them end up on the water providing explosive dry fly
fishing.

Timing of Hatches:

Henry’s Fork - May 20 through June 10
Madison River - June 20 through July 5
South Fork - June 20 through July 5

Habitat: Medium to fast, oxygen rich water with rocks and boulders

Comments: Nymphs provide norishment to trout on a year-round basis. There
are usually 2 or 3 age classes of nymphs in the water at the same time. Trout can
get totally gourged on the nymphs just prior to emergence. Trout can quickly get
their fill ofg adults. The best tactic 1s to try to work the water upstream from the
main emergence with nymphs. The best dry fly fishing normally occurs after the
peak of the emergence is over so that trout are more focused on adults.

Patterns: Black or Brown Rubberlegs Nymph, Henry’s Fork Salmonfly, Rouge
Salmonfly, South Fork Secret, Foam Salmonfly

Hook Sizes: 4 & 6
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Snowmobile Racing:

Island Parks Good Old Days!

By Tom Bithell

Snowmobile Racing in Island Park has a storied history. From the origins in the early 70s until
2013 there were yearly snowmobile races around Island Park and West Yellowstone.These
weren't the closed course snowcross races of today.These were the old fashioned cross-
country races that covered up to 100 miles through the forest on trails or open land.

Snowmobile racing got its start in the 1960s soon after Polaris and Ski Doo started producing
snowmobiles for the consumer market in the late 1950s. Within a few years the market was
booming and racing followed.The first documented snowmobile race took place in Quebec,

Canada in 1962.

Racing quickly spread across Canada and the United States and cross-
country racing was the favorite in the early days. The first
International 500 Snowmobile Race from Winnipeg, Canada to St.
Paul, Minnesota was held in 1966. These races quickly got
manufacturers attention when they realized winning races sold
snowmobiles.

Organized racing came to Island Park in the early 1970s. I missed
seeing or participating in these races but I've heard many stories from
local friends about the good old days of racing in Island Park.

The first legendary race I was told of was the St. Anthony 101. This
race went from St. Anthony to West Yellowstone, or vice-versa,
depending on the year and it was just over 100 miles long. Many
racing greats such as Kirk Hibbard raced in the 101 over its time.

The St. Anthony 101 started in 1972, according to Willie Medley's
recollection. Willie was an avid off-road motorcycle racer out of
Pocatello and got into snowmobile

racing in the early 70s. His first St.

Anthony 101 was in 1973 on a Rupp

440 with Nitro.They raced in four man

teams and Willie’s team got third that

day.

Willie told me about riding from St.
Anthony around the backside of Island
Park Reservoir and through Shotgun
Valley back before they plowed the
roads out there in winter. There was also
no trail grooming back then in either
Idaho or Montana, so racers busted trails
or followed broken tracks.

This was riding much different snowmobiles than today. They were
short tracked with short track cleats, and not built for standing up like
today's sleds. But these guys got it done and there's still some of them
around to tell the tales.

In the 1970s there were also yearly Associated General Contractors
races in the area. The AGC races were put on by the union and were
quite popular in the day, often racing out of West Yellowstone from the
old airport.

One year, Willie told me, it was 40-below zero at start time.They ended
up pushing the start back a couple of hours because people couldn't start
their diesel trucks that morning to get to the race. So by start time it had
warmed up to 20-below zero, and Willie and his brother Kenny’s team
went on to take first place in the frigid cold.

Joe Williams and Kim Abend also shared some of their memories of
Island Park racing with me.

Joe Williams has been around Island Park for a long
time and has been involved with all the snowmobile
activities over the years. In 1985 he and Randy Gravatt
broke the Guinness Book of World Records for the
most miles rode on a snowmobile in 24 hours. They
rode in a blizzard and were hard pressed to break the
record but they did it. Then the next year, in much
better conditions, they broke their own record.

Kim Abend started snowmobiling in Island Park in the

80s and raced the local races until their end. He didn't

ever race in the St. Anthony 101, which ended in the

90s. The one year he was planning to, he crashed

during a pre-run and was too injured to race. If you

know Kim, that’s his luck, but he did get a few trophies
in the Island Park races that were really popular from the 90s to 2014
when they ended for good.

In those years they had three local races a year: the Ol Ladies Race, the
Co-Ed Race, and the Old Man's Race. These races were made up of
three, and later two, person teams. There were two divisions - the No
Fear division and the Wild Bunch division.

The Ol Ladies Race started at the old A Bar, the Co-Ed Race started at
Pond's Lodge, and the Old Man's Race started in the field north of
Sawtelle Lodge. The races took place mainly on the trails and would
consist of a couple of twenty-some mile loops. It took a lot of volunteers
and Forest Service permits, but Bill Smith and Dennis Kennedy did a
great job putting them on by all accounts.

The races were popular yearly
events until their end in 2014 when
a bad accident in the Ol Ladies
Race resulted in a broken back for
one of the women. After that, the
rest of the races for the year were
canceled and due to insurance and

liability concerns they never
resumed. Cross-country racing in
Island Park, like almost

everywhere, was finished.

Can  cross-country
snowmobile racing
ever make a return to
Island Park? TI've
heard whispers that
there's interest and
possibilities.  Only
time will tell, but it
would be great to
have a return of those
fun days.
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Events this Month

May 3rd:  Meet your candidates for County offices
Will be held at the EMS building in Island Park, check for
updates on times, considering 5 to 7 pm or 6 to 8§ pm.

May 21st: Election Day
Island Park registered voters cast their ballots at the EMS building

Required for GWE Guides but open to the public
$225 contact 406.995.4989 to register
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Fremont County Commissioner Race

Continued from Page 9

Blair Dance

David Bloxham

8. What are your thoughts on short term rentals? Again, regulations? Enforcement? What ideas do you have for
bringing STR owners, business owners, and community members together?

Short Term Rentals (STR) had a significant increase in Fremont County during the Covid-19 period.
Since that time there has been a similar decrease in applications for STR permits with 2023 being one of
the lowest years since the STR permitting process was implemented. The STR permitting process
contains the regulations necessary to be adequately managed including fines and penalties. Three years
ago Fremont County, through the Planning Department, advertised a position to take on this
responsibility. Much was done to significantly decrease the number of STRs that were not permitted and
increase the level of compliance. The state i,egislature passed a bill in the last legislative session that
limited what counties and cities could do to regulate STRs thereby making 1t more difficult for
government oversite. One effective tool for enforcement/regulation that is not utilized enough is
directing complaints and concerns to the owner of the property and/or the property management
company responsible for the conduct of the tenants. It is easier for us as individuals to complain to law
enlt“opcement or to a government agency to solve our complaints rather than turn to a more effective
solution.

I

support the Fremont County

Planning and Building Department
and the need to license all short-term
rentals in the county.

9. What are your ideas for increasing medical accessibility in the Caldera?

There are two sources for medical accessibility in the Caldera. First, the Fremont County Emergency
Medical Services and, second, the Island Park Medical Clinic.

The Fremont EMT crew have a fully equipped ambulance and are fully trained to respond to and
properly care for most all emergency situations. There is also back up su§>p0rt from the Ashton and St.
Anthony EMT crews and a full time Paramedic for ALS. (Advanced Life Support)

The Ashton Medical Clinic is staffed and supported by the Ashton Medical Center, under the direction
of Dr. Tina Scr0§%ins as well as the Ashton Living Center. Shawn Schulberg is the Managing Director
of all medical and long term care facilities in Fremont County.

The Island Park Medical Clinic is open and staffed or is available to be open and meet with patients by
appointment. The parent company, Ashton Memorial Inc., does it’s best to give full business hours at
Island Park but lack of volume makes it more challenging to keep it staffed. The solution is for the
residents of Island Park to “vote with their feet” by utilizing the services that have been demanded.

I support a bill in the Idaho
Legislature Senate Bill 1416 which
amends existing law to transfer the

Emergency = Medical Services
Bureau to within the Office of
Emergency Management, to

designate EMS as an essential
government service, and to create
the Emergency Medical Services
Sustainability Fund. This would help
Fremont County fund EMS service

within the county. This is important

to all Fremont County, but in

particular to Island Park.

10. What is your response for BLM removing recreational trails?

The removal of trails by BLM indicates a limited or misunderstanding of the trail systems in Island Park.

First of all, BLM has very few, if any, trails they have jurisdiction over. The vast majority of trails are

under the control of the Forest Service. Then comes the definition of trail. There are tails for foot,

equine, unmotorized, e-bike, motorized under 50” to name a few options. Then there are “trails” or roads

gor those vehicles that are over the 50” limit. Still, the majority of these roads are governed by the Forest
ervice.

Admittedly, the Forest Service has closed trails utilized by off road vehicles that were deemed
unauthorized, according to the administrative interpretation of the Targhee Forest Plan. Fremont County
has no jurisdiction over those decisions and can only give input to the decision makers. The recourse for
those concerns is to become actively engaged in the current Targhee Caribou National Forest Plan
Revision process that is just beginning.

If elected, I hope to be able to work
with state and federal agencies to
build trust and cooperation between
organizations. We can share our
concern over issues, but we have no
control over the decision state and
federal agencies make. I think local
control is best because local elected
leaders know the issues of the
county they represent.

11. What are your ideas for better maintenance and management of county owned roads throughout Island Park?

Particularly Yale-Kilgore with excess truck traffic.

The county road system is huge with Fremont County being one of the larger counties in Idaho at 1,900
square miles. Our Road and Bridge Department is as good as any in the State and is staffed by long term
veteran equipment operators and solid leadership. They procure millions of dollars annually in funding
to improve our roads and bridges throughout the county and to keep the equipment necessary to
maintain the infrastructure in top working order. It is the largest single budget item in the annual fiscal
budget. They have a monumental task before them each day especially in times of snow, run off and
during peak use. For example, there are just under 800 lane miles to be plowed after each storm. They
have to make tough decisions every day in prioritizing what needs to be done. Specifically, the Yale-
Kilgore road has been several years in the process of being approved and funded for improvement. This
has been a monumental challenge but we are pleased to know that it is coming to reality with sections of
it scheduled for construction as soon as weather permits.

If there are concerns or questions on individual matters contact the county Public Works Dept. for
assistance. Debbie Davis, our Administrative Assistant, will assist in getting those questions and
concerns to the right person for resolution or explanation.

In the next few weeks Fremont
County expects to seek bids on a
project to improve the Yale-Kilgore
Road. This project is in cooperation
with Clark County and Clark County
has already awarded part of their
road project and that is expected to
start this summer. Fremont County
Road and Bridge Department, under
the leadership of Brandon Harris, has
been working on grants and funding
for this important project for several
years. Once the construction is
finished, the road should be much
improved.

12. What are your thoughts and ideas for trail maintenance and upkeep in Island Park, advisory board for groomers?

The Fremont County Snowmobile Advisory Board has done an excellent job of helping to direct the
functions and operations of the winter trail system in Island Park including grooming. The
collaboration between Idaho State Parks and Recreation, the Forest Service, Fish and Game, Fremont
County Parks and Rec., snowmobile and other recreational vehicle user groups is a diverse and robust
combination that can be challenging at times to manage. The Chairs of this board, both past and
present, have done a commendable job of directing this variety in the face of difficult issues.

This year presented some unique obstacles with no snow to begin with and then a full winters worth of
snow in a short approx. 4 week period. To compound the problem was the failure of the Idaho State
Parks and Rec. being unable to release the funding due Fremont County for the new groomer that had
been ordered previously and was waiting to be delivered. Further complications came when the
groomer to be replaced had a mechanical failure. Additionally, during those snow storms, there were
times when the groomers themselves could not travel to get to the groomers. In essence, the perfect
“storm”. Unfortunately, the groomers and the Fremont County Park and Rec director took undue
criticism for circumstances that were largely out of their control.

Fremont County has an excellent
Parks and Recreation Department.
Grooming snow, particularly in the
Island Park area can be tough in
winter. This winter has been an
extremely tough year as far as lack of
snowfall and then a huge amount of
snow all at one time. Safety is our
first priority and it weather conditions
are not safe for trail maintenance, I
will always err on the side of
protecting Fremont County
employees. They do an outstanding
job in extreme weather conditions and
by working long hours.
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Blair Dance

David Bloxham

13. What ideas do you have to help keep our trail systems from being closed by forest service, BLM, and the state?

See 10. Above.

14. What is your stance on private property ri

I believe completely and totally in personal property rights. The problem with property rights is
when individual property rights of one come in conflict with the individual property rights of
another. So, who’s rights then prevail? Each party can state and do state that their rights are
superior to the others. So, who’s property rights are then being violated? That is  why
we have Comprehensive Plans, City areas of Impact, Building Codes, Zoning Ordinances to
help mediate between the conflicting rights of individual property owners.

If elected, I hope to be able to work with
state and federal agencies to build trust and
cooperation between organizations. We can
share our concern over issues, but we have
no control over the decision state and
federal agencies make. I think local control
is best because local elected leaders know
the issues of the county they represent.

ghts?

I strongly support private property rights.
People should be able to protect their own
property. Neighbors of adjacent property
owners also have property rights. Neighbors
must be neighborly and respectful of
neighbors and their property rights as well.

15. How will you manage the opposing needs and desires of the community?

In addition to 14. above, conflicting desires of competing factions of community members can
also be resolved by respectful conversations, compromise and deliberation. These issues can be
brought to an advisory vote so that all members of a community can participate and express their
opinion not just the competing factions.

There are times when the competing factions of an issue will not communicate respectfully,
which is more the norm in todays society than the exception. In some cases, outside arbitrators
may have to be brought in to help settle a dispute. The last option is litigation where the decision
is placed in the hands of a judge with his or her own biases that may not reflect the desires of

either party.

My focus as a Fremont County
Commissioner will be helping the entire
county and supporting local community
leaders. My door will be open to listen and
have reasonable discussions with any county
resident.

16. Will you support al local businesses who contribute to the overall economy of Island Park and help to manage

egregious over reach and taxation?

All businesses in Island Park contribute to the overall economy of Island Park. So do all of the
individual permanent residents, part time residents and visitors. There are factions that advocate
ordinances that could be considered “...egregious over reach...”. There are factions that
advocate no governance at all without regard to the rights of others and everywhere in between.
These are age old conflicts that have always been there and will never go away and will
continue to require some form of governance to help maintain peace and civility for the
betterment of the entire community, a community that is the whole body not just a part.

I support local businesses for all of Fremont
County. I encourage all county residents to
support local, Idaho owned businesses. I am
an experienced long-time Idaho agriculture
business owner. I will look at Fremont
County business practices to see if there are
improvements the county can make. I enjoy
looking for ways to do things better.



Page 20




