
North Shore Camera Club 

DPI Preparation Instructions 

 

The following instructions will help you prepare image files for NSCC’s digital projected competitions. It will 
assure that your files will display properly and be named correctly. There are several steps to prepare entries – 
flatten the image (if needed), re-size the image, assign the sRGB color space profile and save the file in Jpeg 
format. Here are the requirements followed by the specific steps needed to prepare an image. 

 
 
 
 WHAT IS REQUIRED  

 
 

1. All images must fit within the maximum pixels. This size has been changed for 2018-2019 at 
CACCA (Chicago Area Camera Clubs Association). As a member of CACCA, we are changing to 
this new size: 1400 wide by 1050 high. Horizontal images (images wider than high) can have a 
maximum dimension of 1400 pixels width and any height up to the maximum of 1050 pixels. Vertical 
images (images taller than wide) can have a maximum height of 1050 pixels and any width up to 
1400 wide. 

2. All images must be submitted in 8-bit Jpeg file format with SRGB color space profile 
recommended. 

3. All image files must be submitted in the following format: 

Last name, first initial, Category (A indicates general category), image sequence number, 
name of image 

4. Remember to save the document as a new file name so you don’t over write your master document. 
 
 
 

 SO HOW DO YOU PREPARE THE IMAGE?  
Once you have completed editing your images and are ready to prepare them for submission, open the image 
in your image editing software. (Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, etc.) 

 
 

1. Flatten your image if it consists of multiple layers, so it is only a single layer. Photoshop/Photoshop 
Elements: Under Layer scroll down and select Flatten image. 

2. Now resize your image to fit within the 1400 pixels wide by 1050 pixels high maximum dimensions. 
To resize in Photoshop Elements: Under image scroll down to resize and go to image size. In 
Photoshop: Under image scroll down to image size. 

 
 

At this point, both programs have an image dialog box appear. In the image dialog box in 
Photoshop Elements, first make sure the 3 check boxes (scale style, constraint proportions, and 
resample image) at the bottom are selected. This is automatic in Photoshop. 



The image dialog box in both programs will have a top section and has an area entitled “Pixel 
Dimensions”. The units should say pixels (there are two choices: pixels or percents). If the image is 
horizontal, change the width to 1400 pixels OR if the image is vertical change the height to 1050 
pixels. (Whichever dimension you change, Photoshop/Photoshop Elements adjusts the other due to 
the “constrain proportions” option. At this point, double- check your dimensions. Remember the 
width can be no greater than 1400 pixels and the height no greater than 1050 pixels. 

 
 

The last thing to do in this dialog box is to select “Bicubic” or “Bicubic Sharper” in the drop-down 
menu just below resample image in Photoshop Elements. In Photoshop this is the last drop-down 
menu. 

 
 

3. Make sure color space is sRGB. Though not required it is highly recommended. In Photoshop, go to 
Edit and go down to Convert to Profile, select sRGB and select OK. In Photoshop Elements, go to 
Image and select convert Color Profile and select Convert to SRGB profile. You might notice a 
shift in color to warmer tones when you do this. 

 
 

4. Make sure your image is 8 bit so it can be saved as a jpeg file. In Photoshop/Photoshop Elements, 
under Image select mode and then 8 bits/Channel. You should also note that RGB will be 
checked here as well. 

 
 

5. Sharpen after resizing. After resizing an image, it typically will require some re-sharpening. Be 
careful not to over sharpen your image however. In Photoshop, go to Filter and select Sharpen and 
then either use Unsharp Mask or Smart Sharpen. In Photoshop Elements, use Enhance and Unsharp 
Mask. 

 
 

6. (Optional) Since the projected background is black, you could add a narrow white or colored border 
around the image in order to separate it from the background. A simple method of doing this is to 
directly stroke the image with a 2 pixel stroke. 

 
 

In Photoshop/Photoshop Elements, type D to set the default colors to Black and White (the foreground 
color will be black). Type X to switch the foreground color to white. Under the Select Menu – Select 
All. Then go to the Edit menu and select stroke (In Elements this will say Stroke Outline selection). In 
the Stroke dialog box inter 2 pixels for the Width, confirm the color is white, the location is inside. The 
Blending options should be Normal and 100%. Click OK. 

 

 
 

7. Under File use the command Save As in both Photoshop/Photoshop Elements. A dialog box will open 
that will allow you to name the image as well as select the format for the image. In the drop- down 
box for format select JPEG. The ICC Profile option should also have sRGB checked as well. 

FOR AN ENHANCE OPTION, YOU CAN FIRST STROKE YOUR IMAGE IN 4 
PIXELS OF BLACK AND THEN STROKE IT AGAIN IN 2 PIXELS OR WHITE. 



Save you image with the name of your choice. You may use the naming system we used last year if 
you like but this isn’t necessary: Last Name, First initial, and title. Remember when you name your 
image it can only have 37 characters when you upload it to 411-vision. The main thing to remember is 
to save as a jpeg. 

 

. Each member can enter 3 images per category. 
 
 
 

 8. SEND IN YOUR IMAGES!  
 

log into http://www.411-vision.com/411ClientLogin.html. 

This will take you to the login page. 

2) If you don't already have a user ID and password then use the following: 

Your user ID will be your email address. 

- Your password will be 12345 

3) This will take you to the NSCC page 

4) Click on upload 

5) On this page select the competition from the drop- down list that you are submitting images for: 
Color, Mono, special category 

6). you navigate to the folder containing the image you want to upload and click on the image to be 
uploaded. You then specify the entry number (e.g. 1, 2, 3). The maker class is determined from the user 
list and does not have to be entered. You can use any title that you like. The title entry box ends at 37 
characters so you can't enter a title that is too verbose. 

7) Enter the balance of information needed, image title, entry number, and submit your image. 

8) The image you have uploaded will be shown. If you want to upload another image click on "upload 
another image". 
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