What I need to have before I bring my puppy home:

1.Dog crate (medium size) Why? It is important to crate train your puppy! It helps to get them on a routine, and since they are smart pups, they will learn quickly. Establishing a routine will help

during that first puppy year with potty training, teething, and overall puppy safety. After all nobody wants, chewed up shoes or wires, accidents on the floor, or puppies getting into things that could be harmful. Crate training should last the first year of your puppy’s life. Remember though, that puppies are curious by nature so they will get into things you don’t want or may have an accident on the floor when they are out of the crate. This is normal puppy behavior, but crate training will dramatically reduce such occurrences.

2. Non-Retractable Leash and a Collar. It is important to always walk your puppy on a leash, especially if you do not have a fenced in yard. Puppies can spook easily or be just plain curious and
can run off in a heartbeat. Keep them safe and walk on a leash. Also, always keep your puppies collar

on. The collar should have the puppies name and your name and phone number just in case they accidently slip out or runaway. Make sure it fits snug. You should only be able to squeeze two fingers underneath. As the puppy grows you will need to check the collar frequently to make sure it isn’t too snug. You will go through a couple collars until the puppy is fully grown. Accidents happen and having a collar on your pup will help make sure they end up back in your loving arms!

3.Food and Water Bow Make sure to get your puppy on a feeding schedule. We have been feeding them twice per day: once in the morning and once in the late afternoon. Avoid leaving food down all day, as this promotes overeating and frequent potty trips (and accidents). Take your puppy out to go potty as soon as your puppy finishes eating to avoid accidents. Also, avoid feeding your puppy too late (evening) so that they don’t have an accident in their crate at night.

4. Toys and Bones Puppies need toys and bones to chew. Remember they are babies and they are teething. Giving them toys and bones will keep them from teething on your favorite pair of shoes or
your child’s homework! Examples of safe toys: tennis balls, anything rubber, rope toys, and kong toys. Do not buy anything with stuffing. These toys are very dangerous if the puppy rips them open. They could swallow the stuffing and it could cause a serious medical condition.

5. Treats It is good to reward your puppy for good behavior! When to give treats: Immediately after making potty outside, when you put them in their crate, when teaching commands and tricks.
6.What dog Food to buy We have been feeding your puppy Canidae, Lamb and Brown Rice (all stages formula). This food is available at Petsmart, Chewy.com, Amazon.com, and most pet supply stores. It is a high-quality food and is more expensive than other brands. Should you choose to switch brands or to puppy formula, keep in mind that they may get loose stool. That is common when you switch a dog’s diet and usually resolves on its own within a few days.

Remember to Schedule your puppies first appointment with your vet. Make sure to get your puppy on Flea and Tick Prevention and Heartworm Prevention

