Weekend of March 8
Third Sunday of Lent

Barona:

Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45
AM, Mass at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine

Saturday: 5:00 PM mass

Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ church
Confessions: By appointment only
Adoration: Ist Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).
\Viejas:

Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church
Confessions: By appointment only.

Sycuan:
Sunday: Sunday Mass 12:30 noon (@ the

Church

Confessions: By appointment only

PLEASE PRAY FOR....

Michele Nikas Beaman, John Nikas, Joyce Martinez,
Dustin Lutze, Sam Halabo, Lisa Smallwood, Eleanor Davis
Wallace, Margie Cruz, Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet

Ray, Rose Ramos, Lilly Gautreaux, Jim Hughes, Laurie
Boedicker, Aspen Sergin, Robert Laurel, Janet Vilareal,
Paolo Espiritu, Tyre Nichols, Jeanette Garcia, Mike
Banegas, Bennett Zerrudo, Carol Richardson, Jeff Ashii,
Rosario and Paul Estepa, Haley Price, Mark Marquez, Lulu
Cabinatan, Michael Martinez, Fr. Earl Henley, MSC, Rudy
Duerro, Don Speer, Eileen Hansotte, DJ LaChappa,
Michael McKnight, Lulu Cabinatan, Donald Lee, Gabriel

Marquez, Sr., Joseph Kardian, Bear Cuero, Frances

Banegas, Diane Robetkey, Ed Sloan, Flora Keldani and Gene
Cortez, Paul Castello, Robert Kuhl, Joyce Rottenberg,
Johnny Valencic, Kelly Bonde, Lucinda Thompson, Eva
Walters, Spud Brown, Edna Gomez, Vera Tucker, Jack
Ramirez, Rudy Duero, John Holsbo, Pat Wooley, Marvi
Artugue, Yanni Aquino, Cynthia Dominguez, Dr. Gerry

Directo and
Baby Selene Vasquez, Paul Darby, Edna Grijalva,
Clifford LaChappa
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.
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News From Religious Education

Congratulations to our OCIA student,
Rowen Hill, for being a Candidate elect
who is soon going to receive his
confirmation with the Bishop.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona.
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel

MARCH

Friday, March 13- Stations of the Cross,
5:00 PM at Barona and every Friday
thereafter.

Sunday 3/8 — Tuesday 3/10 -

Lenten Retreat. “Becoming Human with
Jesus: How to Live Like the Saints”
6:30 PM at Barona Clubhouse

Speaker: Juliet Mousseau, RSC]

Saturday, March 14 & Sunday, March 15 -
Lenten Collection. This collection supports

Catholic Relief Services, the Church in
Africa and the Church in Latin America.
Envelopes will be provided.

O Cross, more worthy than cedar, on
you the life of the world was nailed,
on you Christ has triumphed: death
has destroyed death!

Glory to you, Jesus, Savior, your cross
gives us life! Behold the tree of life
where the innocent man bears our
sins in order to reconcile earth and
heaven: Come, let us adore!

-Days of the Lord



PASTOR’S CORNER

When the Heart Grows

Thirsty
Third Sunday of Lent

My dear brothers and sisters of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish,

By the Third Sunday of Lent, the journey begins to
feel different. The enthusiasm of Ash Wednesday
has settled. The resolutions we made may already
be tested. And like the Israelites in today’s first
reading, we may quietly find ourselves asking: “Is
the Lord in our midst or not?” (Exodus 17:7)

In the first reading from Exodus, the people are
thirsty in the desert. They complain. They doubt.
They fear they have been abandoned. Yet God
brings water from the rock. The desert reveals what
is already in the heart. Thirst has a way of bringing
truth to the surface.

In our Native lands, we understand the
preciousness of water. Water is life. Without it,
nothing survives. The Israelites were not just
uncomfortable—they were desperate. And
sometimes Lent brings us to that same place—not
physical thirst, but spiritual thirst: Thirst for peace,
thirst for forgiveness, thirst for meaning, thirst for
hope: “If Today You Hear His Voice...”

Psalm 95 gently warns us: “Hard not your hearts.”
The danger in the desert was not only dehydration.
It was a hardened heart. When disappointment
lingers, hearts can grow guarded. When prayers
seem unanswered, trust can weaken. Lent invites us
to soften again.

In the Gospel from John, Jesus meets the Samaritan
woman at the well. It is noon—the hottest part of
the day. She comes alone. She carries not only a

water jar, but a heavy past. And Jesus does
something remarkable---He asks her for a drink.
The One who created the oceans asks for water
from her hands.

Then he reveals the deeper truth: “Whoever drinks
the water I shall give will never thirst.” This is not
about physical water. It is about the THIRST OF
THE SOUL. And notice something beautiful—
Jesus does not shame her. He does not lecture her.
He sees her fully and still offers her living water.

St. Paul tells us in Romans that “the love of God
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit.”  That is----Poured. Not sprinkled. Not
measured. AND Not rationed. It is poured. Just as
water flowed from the rock in the desert, God’s
love flows freely into hearts willing to receive it.

Here at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, serving
Barona, Viejas, and Sycuan, we know something
about wells. A well is not flashy. It is not loud. It
simply waits faithfully. And those who are thirsty
come. This Sunday, Jesus is waiting at the well of
your life-----Perhaps you are tired. Perhaps you are
carrying regret. Perhaps your Lenten promises feel
shaky.

He does not turn away from thirst. He meets it. And
like the Samaritan woman, when we encounter him
honestly, we cannot help but return to our
community changed, carrying living water instead
of empty jars.

This week, ask yourself: Where am 1 thirsty?
Where has my heart hardened? What “well” am 1
drawing from that does not truly satisfy? Then sit
quietly with Jesus. Let him speak. Let him pour his
love into the dry places. Because the desert is not
where God abandons us. The desert is where he
reveals himself as Living Water.

May this Third Sunday of Lent soften our hearts,
deepen our thirst for what truly matters, and lead us
back to the well that never runs dry.



— Fr. Herman Manuel, SVD



