
Weekend of September 19, 2021 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This new Mass schedule will stay in effect un2l the 
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa2ence.                                    

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass 
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas: 
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:00 noon @ the Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      

                            
Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo Samot, 
Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash Osuna-SuIon, 
Anthony Pico, Dolly Albano, Mike Montes, Bobbie Turner,  
Mae Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz, Deacon Bill 
Clarke, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor, Michele Nikas 
Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy Reyes, 
Alicia Castro, Barbara Reeves, Nancy Rourke, Bobby Curo, 
Abraham Pascual, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines, Gimo 
Manuel, Joyce Mar2nez, Elvira Hapin,  Dus2n Lutze, 
Deloris Loucks, Cameron Welch,  Chris2ne Therese 
Macaraeg, Beverly Means, Catherine “Cookie” Holsbo  
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES (K-High 
School) 

Will begin Thursday, September 30th (after school bus 
drop off).  Please give your child a bus permission 

slip. 
 Per Diosecan regulation, masks will be required to be 
worn indoors.  Registration forms will be available at 
Mass, Ed Nolan’s office and at the back of the church.  

You may also call church office at 619-443-3412 or 
email bktparish@aol.com to request form or for 

further information. 

  

     Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 

 

No Mass for Monday, Sept. 20 – Thursday, Sept. 23.  
Fr. Herman will be attending the Convocation of 
Priests.  Please contact Brother Ed (619) 972-8711 for 
any emergencies. 

Meal Prayer 

Lord God, 
For our food we thank you, 
For our joys we praise you, 
For our life we glorify you. 
  Help us to love you more. 

Amen. 

PASTOR’S DESK 
  

The Virtue of HUMILITY   
A reflection on the 25th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time   
  

When St. Bernard was asked what the four cardinal 
virtues were, he replied: “Humility, humility, humility 
and humility.”   

        UPCOMING EVENTS

mailto:bktparish@aol.com


In today’s gospel, the disciples of Jesus on their way 
to Capernaum, they discussed among themselves who 
is the greatest. The disciples were still clueless about 
Jesus and His mission. Even as he predicts for the 
second time the betrayal and death await Him in 
Jerusalem, they continued to dream of sharing His 
glory when He declares Himself as the Messiah in the 
holy city.   

Fr. Joseph Donders, in his homily book, imagines that 
their conversation goes this way:   

Peter: “Of course, without doubt, I am the 
most important! Didn’t He call me the Rock on which 
that community of His will be built?”   

John: “I am sorry for you. What you are 
saying maybe true but that is only a question of 
administrative bureaucracy. Though you may be a 
good administrator, it does not mean that you are 
important to others. You should look for something 
else, something more important. You should look for 
His love. When you do, you will realize that well, he 
loves me the most.”   

Judas Iscariot: “The most important person in 
a group is the one who holds the money. The world is 
ruled by money. To whom would you entrust your 
riches?”   

Philip: “Do you remember when he had that 
catering problem? Thousands followed Him, eagerly 
awaiting the words of wisdom that flow forth from His 
mouth. Nobody knew what to do – not even Him, it 
seemed. He turned to me for advice. I am sorry for 
you, but he asked me!”   
  
Because of this argument, Jesus assembled the Twelve 
and said: “If anyone wishes to rank first, he must 
remain the last one of all f anyone wishes to rank first, 
he must remain the last one of all and the servant of 
all.” This appears not to be a practical advice for 
someone wanting a promotion. But a reminder for us 
that we can be exalted with Christ in heaven only 
after following in Christ’s footstep of carrying the 
cross with humility.   
  
Humility is the most misunderstood virtue of our 
times. The humility is synonymous with weakness. 
Being humble doesn’t mean suppression of one’s 
personal attributes or abject self-depreciation. No, this 
is not. The humble person knows his/her places and 
takes it. The humble person if he/she is supposed to 

rule – rules; and when he/she is supposed to serve, 
serves. But even in his most triumphant moments, the 
humble person remembers that all he/she is and all 
that he/she has is from God. But because of pride 
and sense of honor, which is very difficult to conquer, 
the virtue of humility becomes unpopular. St. Francis 
de Sales said: “Pride, human pride dies fifteen 
minutes after your own death.”   
  
Humility is learned in the family setting. There are 
many obstacles in our formation on humility. Our 
society does not value humility. Just look at TV 
programs alone, they are filled with all forms of 
violent behavior. Violence is glorified and appears 
more exciting, clever and very much a part of the 
lives of attractive people. We like action movies; we 
don’t want the main character to be oppressed. We 
want him/her to take revenge. If it is her/his time to 
take revenge, we clap our hands, we laugh and we 
even tell the main character to go on. Children are 
provided with toy guns that help them to mimic the 
violence they see in TV and movie. Even watching 
the evening news, one has the impression that people 
all over the world are fighting each other. We are 
surrounded with violence, so it is not surprising that 
six-year-old boy shots to death his ten-year-old 
brother.   
  
Children are greatly harmed by witnessing and 
experiencing violence among family members. Wife 
and children abuses are becoming prevalent. Various 
studies show that violence in the home is self-
perpetuating. A boy who has an abusive father, whose 
mother is the victim of violence in the home, 
frequently becomes an abusive husband and father 
himself.   
  
Is this the teaching of Christ? No, because the 
teaching of Christ in today’s gospel is: “If anyone 
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the 
servant of all.” In other words, it is humility or 
humble service. Rabindranath Tagore said: “I slept 
and dreamed that life is only pleasure. I awoke and 
saw that life is only service. I served and saw that 
service is pleasure.”   
  

Rev. Fr. Joseph S. Benitez   

Saranggani Province, Philippines   


