Weekend of March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Lent

This new Mass schedule will stay in e ect un l the
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa ence.
Barona:
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine
Confessions: By appointment only
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church
Confessions: By appointment only.
Sycuan:
Sunday: Sunday Mass 12:00 noon @ the Church
Confessions: By appointment only

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Holy Thursday, April 1 – 5:00 PM, Barona at
the shrine
Good Friday, April 2 – 3:00 PM, Barona at
the shrine
Holy Saturday, April 3 – 7:00 PM, Barona at
the shrine
Easter Day, April 4 – 8:00 AM Barona at the
shrine, 10:30 AM Viejas, 12 PM Sycuan
Just a reminder!
Father’s salary is due for those who make
payments yearly or twice a year. For those
who give monthly, please continue. Thank
you so much.

Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo Samot,
Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash Osuna-Su on,
Anthony and Diana Pico, Dolly Albano, Ray Mayor, Mike
Montes, Bobbie Turner, Helen Cadiente, Mae Guerrero,
Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz, Deacon Bill Clarke, Rosario
Ravasco, Minerva Mayor, Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard
Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy Reyes, Alicia Castro, Debbie
Gonzalez, Barbara Reeves, Nancy Rourke, Anthony Harut
Haurutuynian, Bobby Curo, Abraham Pascual, Eugene
“Gino” Vicaldo, Skylar Rosas, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines,
Gimo Manuel, Joyce Mar nez, Elvira Hapin, Lisa Black, Jan
Jacobs, Dus n Lutze
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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PARTICIPATE IN MASS
by livestreaming with Fr. Herman
Please note weekday Mass time change
Weekdays, Tues-Friday at 8:00 AM,
Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel

Annual Lenten Collection
Extended to March 20-21, 2021
Each year all parishes in the Diocese of San
Diego are asked to participate in the Annual
Lenten Collection. Special collections provide an
opportunity for us as individuals and as a parish
faith community to reach out in solidarity and
assist those in need elsewhere in the world.
Monies raised by this collection go to help the
Church in areas beyond our national borders.
This collection raises funds for Catholic Relief
Services, the Church in Africa and the Church in
Latin America.
Please make checks to: St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Envelopes will be available.
Prayer for Divine Mercy
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the
treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly
upon us and increase Your mercy in us,
That in difficult moments we might not despair nor
become despondent,

But with great confidence submit ourselves to Your
holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.
-concluding prayer of the divine Mercy Chaplet

The Cost of Discipleship: Suffering as Jesus
Does
A reflection on the 5th Sunday of Lent
Heroes and martyrs have things in common. On the
one hand, national heroes are respected for how they
offered their life for the country. They sacrificed their
life for the country’s welfare and good. Martyrs, on
the other hand, are recognized by the Church for they
are models for believers on how to live out their faith.
They sacrificed their life for their faith.
Today’s Gospel of the 5th Sunday of Lent tells about
the coming of the hour of Jesus. His impending death
is an act of self-donation or self-offering. In a way,
the gospel reading explains the paschal mystery of
Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. Let us try to
reflect on the important points found in the gospel
passage.
First, Jesus gives us the image of the “grain of
wheat” to describe his coming death. ( “ . . . . .unless
a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it
produces much fruit. “) If we are familiar with farm
life, we can easily understand what Jesus meant.
There is a contradiction here: a grain has to fall or die
in order to produce fruits. A grain, when it falls to the
ground, ends its being a grain and is transformed into
a new life. Jesus now foresees that his impending
death would mean life for his followers. His death is
an act of self-offering par excellence. It can never be a
useless and meaningless death because it brings
salvation and eternal life to believers. Thus, he has to
die so that we may live. His death means our life.
Second, he gives another contradiction: hate one’s life
in order to preserve it. He says, “Whoever hates his
life in this world will preserve it for eternal life”. We

can think of some people who were able to live this
out. St Francis Xavier, for one, left or abandoned a
glamorous life in the university, and instead, became a
missionary. Likewise, we heard about the life of
Albert Schweitzer, who abandoned a lucrative career
in music and instead, he works as a missionary doctor
in Africa. There are many more inspiring stories of
people on how they fought against the values of the
world, and instead embrace the values of the
kingdom. By doing so, they are able to preserve
themselves “for eternal life”.
Third, Jesus emphasizes the need for discipleship or
following him. He says, “Whoever serves me must
follow me”. We hear of stories about servants who
have followed their masters. Wherever their masters
go, they follow them. When their masters transfer to
another country, they are brought by their masters to
that place. Loyalty and fidelity have become the
characteristic of this relationship. Indeed, we are
servants of the Lord. But Christ expects more than
that. It is necessary for us to follow him. Following
him would mean following in his self-offering.
Let us reflect further on the self-offering of Jesus
which is a mark of suffering. In the first part of the
gospel passage, we heard that some Greeks came to
Philip and asked him that they would like to see
Jesus. It is also about time for us to see Jesus,
especially in his suffering. His is a redemptive
suffering. He suffered for our sake; he offered his life
for our salvation.
Suffering is not alien to us. Almost every day we can
experience suffering. We suffer from relationships,
and we also suffer from illness. But suffering without
Christ is senseless and meaningless. It is good that we
take the opportunity to find the meaning of our own
suffering. It can be a graced moment if we see it as
our participation in the suffering of Christ on the
cross.

