Weekend of June 20, 2021
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Father’s Day
This new Mass schedule will stay in e ect un l the
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa ence.
Barona:
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine
Confessions: By appointment only
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church
Confessions: By appointment only.
Sycuan:
Sunday: Sunday Mass 12:00 noon @ the Church
Confessions: By appointment only

Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo Samot,
Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash Osuna-Su on,
Anthony Pico, Dolly Albano, Mike Montes, Bobbie Turner,
Mae Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz, Deacon Bill
Clarke, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor, Michele Nikas
Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy Reyes,
Alicia Castro, Debbie Gonzalez, Barbara Reeves, Nancy
Rourke, Bobby Curo, Abraham Pascual, Eugene “Gino”
Vicaldo, Skylar Rosas, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines, Gimo
Manuel, Joyce Mar nez, Elvira Hapin, Jan Jacobs, Dus n
Lutze, Deloris Loucks, Cameron Welch
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

We extend our condolescences to those who have
passed away in our parish community. We give our
deepest sympathies to the families of (Little) Joe
Welch, Myrtle Welch and Diana Pico as we continue
to hold them in our prayers and in our thoughts.

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona.
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel

Prayer for Fathers
God our Father,
In your wisdom and love you made all things.
Bless our father.
Let the example of his faith and love shine
forth.
Grant that we, his family,
may honor him always
with a spirit of profound respect.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SACRAMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
ADULT CONFIRMATION:
Requirements: For those baptized in another parish,
a baptismal certificate is required.
Additional Information: Those over age 18 who
have not been confirmed should contact Edward
Nolan, to begin preparing for this sacrament.
These confirmation classes will be personalized to
each individual or group depending on past
experience and understanding of the Catholic faith.

From the Pastor’s Desk
Jesus Calms the Storms of our Lives
A reflection on the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A certain school teacher is trying to get her class
dramatize the story of the Stilling of the Storm. He
explains to the kids how they should dramatize the
roles of Jesus, the disciples, the wind and even the
boat itself. Next, he asks each child what part they
would love to play. Naturally, the kids were going for
the more active and involved roles. The teacher was
taken aback when he came to a small stammering girl
at the back of the class who said, “I would like to be
the pillow holding up the head of Jesus.” Why would
anyone want to play such a passive role when others
were competing for more active roles? But maybe it is
this girl rather than the other kids in the class who
grasps the real intent of the story. After all, it is the
active and involved actors in the story that Jesus
rebukes: “Why are you afraid? Have you still no
faith?” (Mark 4:40).
Many of us find it hard to understand why Jesus
would rebuke the poor disciples trying to wake him
up to help as their boat is sinking. Aren’t true
disciples supposed to run to their master in their
moment of need? Isn’t it a sign of their faith and trust
in him that they call on him in their moment of crisis?
Did Jesus himself not say, “Come to me, all you that
are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28)? Why then does
he reprimand the weary disciples who are simply
overwhelmed in the face of the storm?
To make meaning of Jesus’ rebuke we have to go
back to the life situation of the early Christian
community to which the Gospel of Mark was
addressed. Mark’s community was a persecuted
community, a frightened community, a community
where many were required to pay with their very lives
for associating themselves with Jesus. Mark’s church
was like a boat sailing precariously through the
stormy sea, in danger of being swamped by the
waves. Yet even though he had promised to be with
his church, Jesus was not intervening to put an end to
the crisis. Even though he had promised that the gates
of hell would not prevail over his church, the fact is
that the church was being decimated. How did the
early Christians react to this crisis that threatened to
swamp them like a storm? They resorted to prayer – a
sort of prayer of protest to Jesus who looks on and
does nothing while his people are dying? Is Jesus
sleeping in the boat while Peter’s bark (an old name

and symbol for the church) is sinking? Prayer was
their means of waking him up.
The way the story ends with Jesus getting up and
calming the rough sea is Mark’s way of saying to the
church under persecution that by and by Jesus is
going to hear their prayer to put an end to the crisis
and restore peace. Their prayer, therefore, is not in
vain. It is the normal course of action for disciples
who are caught in a storm that threatens their very
existence and that of the church – take it to the Lord
in prayer. Yet Mark has something more to say to his
persecuted fellow Christians. Intense crisis demands
intense faith. What is expected of them in the face of
life-threatening persecution is nothing short of heroic
faith. Heroic faith in this situation is demonstrated by
those disciples who are content to let Jesus sleep
through the storm even if it means going down with
him. This is the faith of the martyrs who, though they
would love Jesus to deliver them, are nevertheless
prepared to die with him if he so wishes. This is the
faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego before the
blazing furnace when they said to the evil king
Nebuchadnezzar,
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God
we serve is able to save us from it, and he will
rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he
does not, we want you to know, O king, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set (Daniel 3:17-18).
It is easy enough to keep believing when at our least
cry God would rouse himself and help us. The
challenge today is to ask ourselves whether we are
prepared to believe in the sun even when it isn’t
shining, to believe in Jesus to the point where we can
let him sleep in the boat even with ourselves as his
pillow while the dreadful storm rages on.
Fr Munachi E. Ezeogu, CSSP

