
 Weekend of June 23 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 
AM, Mass at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Saturday:  5:00 PM mass 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ church 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas:   
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:30 noon @ the   
Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      
                      
                   PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 

Vicaldo Family,  Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard 
Nikas, Irmina Gines, Gimo Manuel, Ruben and 
Marcie Cu, Joyce Martinez, Dustin Lutze,  Sam 

Halabo,  Lisa Smallwood, Eleanor Davis Wallace,  
Robert and Margie Cruz,  Mike Wise, Neil Quizon, Jim 

Hughes, Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet Ray, 
George Arviso, Rose Ramos, Zita Haygood,  Lilly 
Gautreaux, Mark Noriega,  Jim Hughes, Laurie 
Boedicker, Aspen Sergin, Robert Laurel, Janet 

Vilareal, Romero Family,  John Francis, Orlando 
Nicolas, Paolo Espiritu, John Clark, Kevin Bethsayag, 

Tyre Nichols, Steve TeSam, Jeanette Garcia, Mike 
Banegas, Bennett Zerrudo, Mark Noriega, Carol 

Richardson, Nancy Rourke, Colleen Crowden, Jeff 
Ashii, Pamela Nolan CSC, Rosario and Paul Estepa,  

Haley Price, Mark Marquez, Lulu Cabinatan, Michael 
Martinez, Fr. Earl Henley, MSC,  Caroline Mendoza, 

Connie Devera, Don Speer, Meta Roubedeaux,  
Eileen Hansotte, Deacon Clarke 

Please check prayer list and add names as desired.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Note::   Summer break, no Wednesday afternoon 

class with Alyssa Parada.  There is still class with 
Mark Price at this time. 

Sacramental Preparation with Mark Price are 
ongoing each Wednesday. 

Viejas:  3:00 PM 
Barona:  4:30 PM 

  
Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 

Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 
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Saturday, June 29 – 11:00 a.m., Viejas 
Mass and Grave blessing 

Sat., June 29 & Sun., June 30 – Peter’s 
Pence Collection.  This collection supports 
the Universal Church and the work of the 

Holy See, including helping Pope Francis to 
carry out his charitable works. 

 

July 3-7 – Tekakwitha Conference, 
Raleigh, NC.  Fr. Herman will be attending 

conference.   

Thursday, July 4 – Independence Day 

Sunday, July 7 – Children’s mass at all 
reservations.  Fr. Jon Smith and Mark Price 

will be leading mass. 

Saturday, July 13 – 12:00 p.m., Los 
Conejos Mass and Grave Blessing 

Sunday, July 14 – 10:00 AM, Feast Day for 
St. Kateri in Sycuan.  One mass for all 

reservations, everyone is invited. 

Saturday, July 20 & Sunday, July 21 – 
 Fr. Crespo Lape, MJ will be here at all 

masses for Mission Appeals. 

     UPCOMING EVENTS



PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Jesus Calms the Storms of our 
Lives	

A reflection on the 12th Sunday  
in OrdinaryTime 

A certain schoolteacher is trying to get her class to 
dramatize the story of the Stilling of the Storm. He 
explains to the kids how they should dramatize the 
roles of Jesus, the disciples, the wind and even the 
boat itself. Next, he asks each child what part they 
would love to play. Naturally the kids were going 
for the more active and involved roles. The teacher 
was taken aback when he came to a small 
stammering girl at the back of the class who said, “I 
will like to be the pillow holding up the head of 
Jesus.” Why would anyone want to play such a 
passive role when others were competing for more 
active roles? But maybe it is this girl rather than the 
other kids in the class who grasps the real intent of 
the story. After all, it is the active and involved 
actors in the story that Jesus rebukes: “Why are 
you afraid? Have you still no faith?” (Mark 
4:40). 
  
Many of us find it hard to understand why Jesus 
would rebuke the poor disciples trying to wake him 
up to help as their boat is sinking. Aren’t true 
disciples supposed to run to their master in their 
moment of need? Isn’t it a sign of their faith and 
trust in him that they call on him in their moment of 
crisis? Did Jesus himself not say, “Come to me, all 
you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28)?  Why then does he reprimand the weary 
disciples who are simply overwhelmed in the face 
of the storm? 
  
To make meaning of Jesus’ rebuke we have to go 
back to the life situation of the early Christian 
community to which the Gospel of Mark was 
addressed. Mark’s community was a persecuted 
community, a frightened community, a community 
where many were required to pay with their very 
lives for associating themselves with Jesus. Mark’s 
church was like a boat sailing precariously through 

the stormy sea, in danger of being swamped by the 
waves. Yet, even though he had promised to be 
with his church, Jesus was not intervening to put an 
end to the crisis. Even though he had promised that 
the gates of hell would not prevail over his church, 
the fact is that the church was being decimated. 
How did the early Christians react to the crisis that 
threatened to swamp them like a storm? They 
resorted to prayer – a sort of prayer of protest to 
Jesus who looks on and does nothing while his 
people are dying. Is Jesus sleeping in the boat while 
Peter’s bark (an old name and symbol for the 
church) is sinking? Prayer was their means of 
waking him up. 
The way the story ends with Jesus getting up and 
calming the rough sea is Mark’s way of saying to 
the church under persecution that by and by Jesus 
is going to hear their prayer to put an end to the 
crisis and restore peace. Their prayer, therefore, is 
not in vain. It is the normal course of action for 
disciples who are caught in a storm that threatens 
their very existence and that of the church – take it 
to the Lord in prayer. Yet Mark has something more 
to say to his persecuted fellow Christians. Intense 
crisis demands intense faith. What is expected of 
them in the face of life-threatening persecution is 
nothing short of heroic faith. Heroic faith in this 
situation is demonstrated by those disciples who 
are content to let Jesus sleep through the storm 
even if it means going down with him. This is the 
faith of the martyrs who, though they would love 
Jesus to deliver them, are nevertheless prepared to 
die with him if he so wishes. This is the faith of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego before the 
blazing furnace when they said to the evil king 
Nebuchadnezzar, 
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the 
God we serve is able to save us from it, and he 
will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even 
if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that 
we will not serve your gods or worship the 
image of gold you have set (Daniel 3:17-18). 
  
It is easy enough to keep believing when at our 
least cry God would rouse himself and help us. The 
challenge today is to ask ourselves whether we are 
prepared to believe in the sun even when it isn’t 
shining, to believe in Jesus to the point where we 
can let him sleep in the boat even with ourselves as 
his pillow while the dreadful storm rages on. 

Fr Munachi E. Ezeogu, CSSP 


