
Weekend of July 24, 2022   
Seventeenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

This new Mass schedule will stay in effect un2l the 
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa2ence.                                    

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass 
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas: 
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:30 noon @ the Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      
                        
                          PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 
Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, Donna Berardi, Billy, Penny and 
Daniel Vicaldo, Anthony Pico, Dolly Albano, Mike Montes, Mae 
Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor, 
Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy 
Reyes, Abraham Pascual, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines, Gimo 
Manuel, Ruben and Marcie Cu, Joyce Mar2nez, Elvira Hapin, 
Dus2n Lutze, Deloris Louck, David Ramos, Felix Chiu, Edna De La 
Cruz Yusi, Marlon Amaranto, Sam Halabo, Anita Uqualla, Bobby 
Curo, Lisa Smallwood, Eleanor Davis Wallace, Walter Raczak, 
Billy Brown, Margie Cruz, Gina Curo, Rick Lechner  
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.  
_____________________________________________ 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 (K-High School) 

Barona,  K-8th:  New classes will resume in 
September.  Please contact church office if you would 

like to register.  All classes are a two year program.  

Barona, High School:  Thursday, 3:00 p.m. 
(classroom under the club house) – classes will 

resume in September.    

Please contact Judy Oyos (judy.otm@gmail.com) 
for Adult classes or for more information 

regarding classes. 

 

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 

Sunday,	August	14	–	10	AM,	Barona	–	
Assumption	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	mass,	
brunch	to	follow.		All	reservations	invited.	

“Ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened to you.”  Believe and act 
on Jesus’ promise. 
DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and SISTER SERVANTS 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  1-800-553-3321 

Open Hands 
Loving God, your hand is open wide to sa2sfy the needs of 
every living creature. 
Fill our hearts with a a compassion like your own that we 
may faithfully serve you by responding to the needs of 
those whom it would be easy for us to forget. 
In this and every land, break down the barriers of 
ignorance, indifference, and greed, that the mul2tudes 
that hunger may share your bounty. 
Amen. 
    

 PASTOR’S DESK 
PRAYER: Asking for God’s 

Will NOT Ours   
A reflection on the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  
Prayer is oftentimes, the bone of contention among 
people. Some would say: “Why bother to pray. I have 
nothing to ask for.” Some also would say: “How 
should I pray? I pray always but nothing happens.” 
There are so many articles, writings and books about 
prayer.   

What do we mean by prayer? It is the expression of 
men and women’s desire for communion with God. 
Some spiritual writers would define it as: “the lifting 
up of mind and hearts to God” or “the communication 
between God and human being.” The need to pray, 
however, is not only for saints. It is for all of us. Even 
Jesus, who is God Himself and always in communion 
with the Father, He prayed. Mary, the Mother of God 
who is sinless, prayed. Our Muslim brothers and 
sisters also pray for five times in a day and so with 
Hindus. How much more for us who claim to be 
followers of Christ and are baptized Christians? A 

        UPCOMING EVENTS
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Christian without Christ is like a vehicle without 
brake and accelerator. He could not move or stop. If 
we take the word ‘CHRIST’ from the word 
‘CHRISTIAN’, the remaining letters are ‘IAN’ which 
means I Am Nothing. In other words, WITHOUT 
CHRIST I AM NOTHING!   

There are occasions when prayer becomes the easiest 
thing to make excuses with. We have so many reasons 
and excuses for not praying and faithful into it. When 
we are too busy with our work at the office or at 
home, we remove from the planned schedule our 
prayer time or our bible reading schedule. Even 
during Sunday, a day usually spent for contemplation, 
praying and re-evaluation, we sometimes change it 
into a worldly celebration or affairs. And yet, Sunday 
is the Lord’s Day; we make it as a consumers’ day. 
We may probably find Mass as repetitious one. It is 
routinely done, boring and mechanical. We cannot 
find meaning and nourishment in the celebration.   

When I was reflecting this gospel during the week, I 
happened to read a book on homily where the author 
said: “I remember a person claiming to be a Christian 
wrote to the “Letters to the Editor section” of a 
newspaper. In his letter, he complained that it did not 
make sense for him anymore to go to the Church 
every Sunday. He explained: ‘I’ve gone to Church for 
thirty years now and heard something like 3,000 
sermons. But throughout my life, I can’t remember 
any single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my 
time and the priests are wasting theirs too by giving 
one at all.’ “It became a controversial issue that it 
went on for days and even weeks with many people 
reacting to agree or disagree with his opinion. But 
somebody wrote an enlightening. It said: ‘I have been 
married for thirty years now. In that time my wife 
cooked 32,000 meals. But throughout my life, I 
cannot recall what the menu was for a single one of 
those meals. But I do know this; they all nourished 
me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. 
If my wife had not given me those meals, I would be 
dead today.’”   
  
May be we also have so many questions when we 
pray. Like for example, what do I get from praying? 
Why do I continue praising God when sometimes He 
doesn’t seem to hear and give what I ask for from 
Him? Certainly, God has His positive reasons even if 

our requests have negative answers. There is no such 
thing as unanswered prayers. All our prayers are 
being answered. In today’s gospel, Jesus says: “Ask 
and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened to you.” God never tells 
lies and He is faithful to all His promises.   

We should not also forget that other side of 
prayer, our side. He doesn’t answer our prayer in 
accordance with our standard or what we want. It is 
because NO is already an answer to our prayers in the 
sense that God knows more than us. For instance, we 
pray for good health, but we keep on eating food 
which are rich in bad cholesterol. We eat too much. 
We pray for our country’s economy to recover, but we 
steal money from the government treasury. How can 
our prayer be granted?   

  
God is not at our disposal. We give Him the freedom 
to answer, ‘yes’ or ‘no’ or ‘wait’. For if we want to get 
what we want every time we pray, we are not praying 
to God but to ourselves. We pray to Him because of 
our vested interests and personal needs. In prayer, we 
do not expect God to answer us in the way we want 
but in the way, God wants because He knows what is 
best for us. Hence the saying: “Man proposes, God 
disposes.”   

There was a father who was diagnosed to have a 
terminal lung cancer. He was given two months to 
live. So the children prayed to God to give their 
daddy some years to live. Sad to say, the father died 
before the two months ended. The children were 
desperate and down because for them God did not 
answer their prayers. The mother told her children: 
“God answered your prayer but in a different way. He 
didn’t want your papa to suffer long with terrible 
pains, so He took him away much earlier than 
expected.”   

To end my sharing let us reflect on what Benjamin 
Franklin had said:   
“Work as if you were to live 100 years and pray as 

if you were to die tomorrow.”   
--Fr. Joseph Benitez  


