
Weekend of September 18, 
2022   Twenty-fifth Sunday 

in 
Ordinary Time 

This new Mass schedule will stay in effect un2l the 
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa2ence.                                    

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass 
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas: 
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:30 noon @ the Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      
                        
                          PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 
Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, Donna Berardi, Billy, Penny and 
Daniel Vicaldo, Anthony Pico, Dolly Albano, Mike Montes, Mae 
Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Rosario Ravasco, Michele Nikas 
Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy Reyes, Abraham 
Pascual, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines, Gimo Manuel, Ruben and 
Marcie Cu, Joyce Mar2nez, Elvira Hapin, Dus2n Lutze, Deloris 
Louck, David Ramos, Felix Chiu, Edna De La Cruz Yusi, Marlon 
Amaranto, Sam Halabo,  Bobby Curo, Lisa Smallwood, Eleanor 
Davis Wallace, Walter Raczak, Billy Brown, Robert and Margie 
Cruz, Gina Curo, Rick Lechner,  Mark Wise, Neil Quizon, Jim 
Hughes, Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet Ray, Xien Cabanero, 
Dennis Colton, Manny Ilagan, George Arviso, Ernie and Emy 
Lampa and Ludy Sierra, Cita Welch, Rose Ramos 
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.  
_____________________________________________ 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 (K-High School) –   Please see following day and 
time changes.  All classes are a two year program. 

Barona,  K-8th:   
Classes have changed to Wednesdays: 

3:30 pm – 1st year students/ First Communion 
4:30 pm – 2nd year students/ First Communion 

Sycuan:  Classes will begin Sunday, 9/18/22. 

Please contact Judy Oyos (judy.otm@gmail.com) or 
Fr. Herman Manuel (herman_manuel@hotmail.com) 

for Adult class information. 

 

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 

Thursday,	September	22	–	Barona	clubhouse,	
5:00	PM	–	Dinner,	6:00	PM	-	SD	Martyr	meeting	
with	Cardinal	McElroy.			

Monday,	September	26	–	Friday,	September	30	
2022	Convocation	of	Priests	–	Fr.	Herman	Manuel	
will	be	attending.		There	will	be	no	morning	mass	
during	this	time.	

You cannot serve two masters.  Whom do you choose 
to follow?  You have to make a choice. 

DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and SISTER SERVANTS 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  1-800-553-3321 

 

Prayer When in the Depths of Despair 

God of tender mercies, 
You cherish each one of us, for you created us. 
When it feels overwhelming to be alive, call us by 
name. 
Shine your light in our darkness, 
And beckon us from despair. 
Give us courage to reach out for help and healing, 
And remind us that you never abandon us. 
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus, 
Who walked this earth and understands our pain.   
Amen. 
--Sr. Regina Scaringella, OP 

PASTOR’S DESK 

     UPCOMING EVENTS

mailto:judy.otm@gmail.com


The Smart Servant 
A reflection on the 25th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

 An angel appears at a faculty meeting and tells the 
dean that he has come to reward him for his years of 
devoted service. He was asked to choose one of three 
blessings: either infinite wealth, or infinite fame or 
infinite wisdom. Without hesitation, the dean asks for 
infinite wisdom. “You got it!” says the angel, and 
disappears. All heads turn toward the dean, who sits 
glowing in the aura of wisdom. Finally, one of his 
colleague’s whispers, “Say something.” The dean 
looks at them and says, “I should have taken the 
money.” 

Wisdom, in the sense of being smart or shrewd as we 
see in today’s parable of the dishonest servant, is not 
an end in itself. One can be smart and use one’s 
smartness to do mean things. Many con artists and 
terrorists are smart people who use their smartness to 
create unhappiness in the world. Today’s parable 
challenges us to be smart in the pursuit of the 
kingdom of God just as godless people are smart in 
their pursuit of selfish goals and ambitions. Jesus uses 
the example of a smart manager in his master’s 
business to teach us the need to be smart in the Lord’s 
service. We are challenged to imitate the manager’s 
shrewdness, not his dishonesty. “The master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly” (Luke 16:8). 
  
Why did the master who had made up his mind to fire 
the manager now commend him? Probably the 
manager had been running his master’s business in a 
drab, routine and lifeless manner devoid of creativity 
and imagination. As a result, the business was failing, 
so the master decides it is time to fire him: “Give me 
an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer” (verse 2). The 
manager is facing a real danger of being dismissed 
from service. He knows the seriousness of the 
situation. He is not kidding himself. He knows exactly 
how helpless he is out there. He says to himself, 
“What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to 
dig, and I am ashamed to beg” (verse 3). He knows 

he is in a very difficult and precarious situation. He 
scratches his head and comes up with this ingenious 
plan to safeguard his future. The master praises him 
because if the manager had been using such smart 
thinking in the daily running of the business he would 
have made a much more successful manager rather 
than a failure. 
  

The parable challenges us all to be smart managers. 
Me a manager, you say? Yes, we are all called to be 
managers. God has entrusted the whole of His 
creation into our hands as His managers. Jesus Christ, 
in addition, entrusts the kingdom of God – the 
kingdom of love, justice and peace – into our hands as 
his managers. World peace and harmony, and the 
renewal of all things in Christ, are the business of us 
all, collectively and individually. Jesus calls it the 
kingdom of God. Our business as followers of Christ, 
non-ordained as well as ordained believers, is to help 
bring about the kingdom of God starting from our 
own selves. We have all been given the necessary 
resources to do this. We have been equipped with the 
truth of faith, we have been empowered by the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in our hearts, and we have been 
given time. Sooner or later we shall all be called upon 
to render an account of how we have invested and 
managed these resources. 

Events in our world show that we live in difficult and 
precarious times, like the manager in the parable. The 
manager faced squarely the truth of his helplessness 
and vulnerability and did something about it. Why do 
we keep on telling ourselves the lie that we are safe 
and secure and that nothing can ever happen to us? 
We do not have to wait, like the dishonest servant, for 
a last minute display of smartness to fix our eternal 
concerns. The time to be smart is now. The smart 
manager used what he could not keep to get what he 
needed so badly, friendship with his business 
associates. We should likewise invest all our temporal 
and spiritual resources to gain the only thing that 
matters in the end: the kingdom of God. 

Fr. Munachi E. Ezeogu, cssp 


