
Weekend of December 19, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

This new Mass schedule will stay in effect un2l the 
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your pa2ence.                                    

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass 
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ Shrine 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas: 
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:00 noon @ the Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      
                            

                            
Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo Samot, 
Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash Osuna-SuIon, 
Anthony Pico, Dolly Albano, Mike Montes, Bobbie Turner,  
Mae Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz, Deacon Bill 
Clarke, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor, Michele Nikas 
Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo, Wendy Reyes, 
Alicia Castro, Barbara Reeves, Nancy Rourke, Bobby Curo, 
Abraham Pascual, Richard Padua, Irmina Gines, Gimo 
Manuel, Joyce Mar2nez, Elvira Hapin,  Dus2n Lutze, 
Deloris Loucks, Cameron Welch,  Chris2ne Therese 
Macaraeg, Beverly Means  
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.  

______________________________________________ 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 (K-High School) 

Class held on Thursday at 3:00 p.m. 

NO CLASSES on 12/23/21 & 12/30/21!! 

 

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 

Friday, December 24, 2021 – Christmas Eve 
Masses 
4:00 PM  Sycuan 
7:00 PM    Viejas 
10:00 PM Barona  

Christmas Day, Saturday 25, 2021– Christmas Day 
Mass 
8:00 AM Barona 

Sunday, December 26 – All Reservations, mass 
usual times 

New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 31, 2021 – 
5:00 pm mass, Barona 

2022 

January 3-7, 2022 – No daily mass, Barona 

January 9, 2022 – Fr. Henry Sands, SVD will be 
here for Sunday masses at each reservation. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent History 

The fourth Sunday of Advent celebrates the last day of 
Advent before Christmas, the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus Christ.  

A tradition in many churches is to light one of the four 
Advent Candles for each week of Advent.  The candle 

for the Fourth Sunday of Advent is purple.  It 
symbolizes peace. 

 

        UPCOMING EVENTS



 

Jesus’ Presence to us This Christmas   
A reflection on the 4th Sunday of Advent   

  
Today, we celebrate the 4th Sunday of Advent. All the 
candles of the wreath are lit. That means Christmas is 
just right down the corner.     
  
Three weeks ago, we began our time for waiting and 
preparing with the account of the Angel Gabriel 
appearing to the young Jewish virgin named Mary. 
Gabriel told Mary that she had found great favor with 
God and that she had been chosen by God to be the 
mother of the Messiah, Jesus. Mary is told that even 
though she is not married and has not known a man, 
the Holy Spirit of God would make this all possible. 
We have heard this story year after year and can tell it 
by heart. It is so familiar to us that we may not realize 
the importance of this event to our Catholic faith.   
  
We know that Mary was a very young girl probably in 
her early teens. She lived a very simple life attending 
school and doing her chores around the house. Mary’s 
life most likely centered about her family and the 
temple. How Mary feels about all of this? I’m sure 
that she was scared and had many doubts about what 
she had been told. Would her parents accept it? Would 
the Rabbis at the temple accept it? What about Joseph 
who she was to marry? Would he marry her, or would 
he reject her because she was pregnant? Would she be 
a good mother and if Joseph did marry her, would he 
be a good father? Mary must have thought about all 
these things after she received the message from 
Gabriel.   
  
Mary could accept God’s will because God made 
Himself present to her. He was physically present in 
the person of Jesus whom she carried in her womb, 
and He was spiritually present in the person of the 
Holy Spirit who enabled her and strengthened her to 
carry out God’s will. God’s presence to Mary made it 
possible for her to accept His will.   
  
Gabriel told Mary that her elderly cousin Elizabeth 
who was thought to be beyond childbearing age was 

six months pregnant. Mary could have sat around her 
house worrying about what she had just been told but 
what does she do? She immediately packs a few 
things and sets off walking to the hill country of 
Judah to be with Elizabeth. What did Mary intend to 
do? She could help Elizabeth with her housework and 
preparing meals, but what Mary really did was to be 
PRESENT to her. Her presence also made Jesus 
present to Elizabeth and her unborn child John the 
Baptist. The unborn baby John leaped for joy when 
Mary and Jesus made themselves present to him.   
  
The gift of presence is truly a gift from Jesus our Lord 
and God. He makes Himself present to us all the time. 
He is uniquely present to us in the Eucharist which is 
available to us every day. The question is had we 
accepted His presence in our lives? Does He 
completely fill us in every way or are we like barren 
like Mary and Elizabeth were barren? Only after 
Mary and Elizabeth gave their consent and subjected 
themselves to His will, were they filled with the 
presence of Jesus.   
  
It is the same with us. If we accept Him in our lives 
and subject ourselves to His will, He will grace us 
with his presence. Once we have Jesus present in us, 
then we are able to go forth and do unto others as He 
has done to us. We can spread the love of Jesus by 
being present to others. What do we do when we learn 
that someone is ill or has lost a loved one or is in 
need? There are many things that we can do but 
usually what is needed is simply our presence with 
them. We probably believe like Mary and Elizabeth, 
or Bethlehem did that we are not worthy or that we 
are not important enough to do this but recall that all 
things are possible with God. Nothing or no one is too 
small or too insignificant in His eyes. With His 
presence in us, we can do His will for others and be 
present to them.   
  
Our time of Advent is completed. We have waited and 
prepared ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The 
next song that we will sing will become o come 
Emmanuel – God is with us. So, it is just proper to 
greet you   
  

Merry Christmas   



   Amiahaa Whomaay Enya 
Hekwamp Hechalp!  


