Weekend of February 22 & 23, 2020
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass Schedule
Barona:
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass
at 8:00 AM.
Weekends: Saturday, 5:00 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM.
Confessions: Saturday, 3:30 – 4:30 PM
Adoration: 1st Thurs. of the month (6:00 PM) and 1st Fri.
of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:
Weekends: Sunday, 10:00 AM.
Confessions: By appointment.
Sycuan:
Weekends: Sunday, Noon.
Confessions: By appointment

Viejas – Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.
Sycuan – Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE – February 26
Barona
8:00 AM and 6:00 PM
Sycuan
5:00 PM
Viejas
7:00 PM
Sunday, March 1 – Children’s Mass, All reservations
Saturday, March 14 – Tom Hyde Anniversary Mass,
10:00 AM, Viejas
Sunday, March 15 – Tuesday, March 17 – Lenten Retreat,
Barona

Carol Lane, Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo
Samot, Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash OsunaSutton, Anthony and Diana Pico, Dolly Albano, Ray Mayor,
Mike Montes, Bobbie Turner, Helen Cadiente, Berniece
Marrujo, Mae Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz,
Deacon Bill Clarke, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor,
Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo,
Wendy Reyes, Alicia Castro, Debbie Gonzalez, Barbara
Reeves, Nancy Rourke, Anthony Harut Haurutuynian, Gina
Lloyd, Bobby Curo, Abraham Pascual,
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

Mass Intentions – February 23, 2020
Weekend masses:
Sunday, 8:00 Barona – Darrell and Roni Romero
Doreen Romero-Ford
Sunday, 10:00 Viejas – Community of Viejas
Sunday, 12:00 Sycuan – Community of Sycuan

Barona – Thursdays, 2:45 p.m & 4:00 p.m.

Friday, March 27 – Sheila Oyos Grave Blessing,
11:00 AM, Mesa Grande
Saturday, March 28 – Sheila Oyos Anniversary Mass,
10:00 AM, Barona

Lenten Reflections
A series on the meaning of suffering, death
and resurrection will take place during Lent,
Thursdays 4-5 PM beginning March 5, 19, 26
and April 2. (No class on March 12th) in
Brother Ed’s office. More information to
come.
A booklet, Daily Reflections for Lent, is
available in the back of the church.
It gives reflections for Lent beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending on Easter Sunday.
There is a limited supply, so please only take
one if you will be using during Lent.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Brothers and Sisters, St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish is
pleased to participate in the 2020 “Gratitude in
Action” Annual Catholic Appeal. This appeal
supports charitable needs throughout the Diocese of
San Diego. Your gifts make possible the work that
impacts so many in our diocese: those who attend
Catholic school, formation of new priests and care for
our retired priests, evangelization and accompaniment
of Young Adults, and the consoling presence of
Christ for those imprisoned. Please make your
contribution online at giving.sdcatholic.org or your
check payable to: Diocese of San Diego
Brochures/envelopes will be in pews and in back of
church. Thank you for your generosity.

Reflection on the 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The virtue of longsuffering ranked high in the
teachings of Jesus and the Apostles in the New
Testament. The word, which has no exact translation
in modern English, is itself a graphic translation of a
Greek word that meant the ability to take violence,
insult and aggression without descending to the level
of the aggressors so as to get even with them and do
unto them as they are doing unto you. Modern
English Bibles translate it as “endurance” or
“meekness” or “fortitude,” but none of these
graphically captures the idea in the same way as
does “long-suffering.” It is the virtue that is associated
with Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jnr
and generally referred to as “non-violence.”
The early Christians extolled the virtue of
longsuffering because it was the virtue that gave
them the inner strength to go through the tortures of
the persecution without either denying their Christian
faith or trying to pay back their unjust aggressors in
their own coin. Those among them who did not have

the virtue of longsuffering either denied their faith
under torture or looked for a way to fight back. In
today’s Gospel reading taken from the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus recommends longsuffering as a way of
life for his followers.
You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, do not resist an
evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek,
turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and
take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone
forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.
(Matthew 5:38-41)
Legally speaking, the offended party is entitled to
redress. People reserve the right to get even with
those trying to exploit or take undue advantage of
them. To get even, however, remains a right and not
a duty. Jesus is inviting his followers to give up their
right to get even. Why? Mahatma Gandhi explains it
so well: “An eye for an eye makes the whole world
blind.” An ever-widening spiral of hate and violence
threatens to engulf our world today. There is only one
way to break this vicious circle, and that is by some
people deciding to absorb the violence without
passing it on to others. This is what Jesus did on the
cross when he forgave his executioners: “Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do”
(Luke 23:34).
The virtue of longsuffering does not mean that
Christians are to turn a blind eye on abusive
situations or fail to work for a more just society. On
the contrary, it means that we are to imitate Jesus
who, in his personal life, gave up the right to get even
while at the same time condemning all forms of
abuse or exploitation of the weak.
Longsuffering is not a sign of weakness but of
strength. It is not a sign of cowardice but of courage.
Jesus enjoins longsuffering on his followers not
because they are helpless or because there is
nothing they can do about the situation but because
God himself is a longsuffering God and we are called
to “be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.
(Matthew 5:43-45)
God is perfect because he is longsuffering. For us
children of God, to be perfect as our heavenly father,

therefore, means for us to be longsuffering in our
dealing with those who oppose us and see us as
enemies. But we are not to oppose such people in
turn or see them as enemies. Rather, we are to see
them as our misled neighbors who do not know what
they are doing, and pray for them as Jesus did.
In a world that increasingly believes that triumphing
over one’s enemies is the mark of authentic Christian
faith, Jesus today teaches us that the mark of a true
child of God is the virtue of longsuffering. Let us,
therefore, resolve to live by this godly virtue.
“Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our
hearts like yours.”

