Weetiend of Febrruary 8§ £ 9, 2020
Fifth Sunday in Oxdinary Time

Mass Schedule

Barona:

Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass
at 8:00 AM.

Weekends: Saturday, 5:00 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM.
Confessions: Saturday, 3:30 —4:30 PM

Adoration: Ist Thurs. of the month (6:00 PM) and 1st Fri.
of the month (8:00 AM).

Viejas:

Weekends: Sunday, 10:00 AM.

Confessions: By appointment.

Sycuan:

Weekends: Sunday, Noon.

Confessions: By appointment

REMEMBERING
YOUIN OUR
W@"’I/S

Carol Lane, Sue Kierig, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angelo
Samot, Donna Berardi, Daniel Vicaldo, Kash Osuna-
Sutton, Anthony and Diana Pico, Dolly Albano, Ray Mayor,
Mike Montes, Bobbie Turner, Helen Cadiente, Berniece
Marrujo, Mae Guerrero, Susanna Gotell, Agnes Ruiz,
Deacon Bill Clarke, Rosario Ravasco, Minerva Mayor,
Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard Nikas, Purita Amparo,
Wendy Reyes, Alicia Castro, Debbie Gonzalez, Barbara
Reeves, Nancy Rourke, Anthony Harut Haurutuynian, Gina
Lloyd, Bobby Curo, Abraham Pascual

Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

Mass Intentions — February 9, 2020
Weekend masses:

Sunday, 8:00 Barona — Charlie and Gene Curo
Sunday, 10:00 Viejas — Community of Viejas
Sunday, 12:00 Sycuan — Community of Sycuan

Barona — Thursdays, 2:45 p.m & 4:00 p.m.

Viejas — Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.

Sycuan — Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Healin Services with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament:
February 2, 2 PM — Barona
February 9, 3 PM — Viejas
February 16, after 12 PM mass — Sycuan

Saturday, Feb 15, 10 AM — Anniversary mass for Audrey

Wallace, Viejas
ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE — February 26
Barona 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM
Sycuan 5:00 PM
Viejas 7:00 PM

Sunday, March 1 — Children’s Mass, All reservations
Sunday, March 15 — Tuesday, March 17 - Lenten Retreat,

Barona
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ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
February 8 & 9, 2020

Brothers and Sisters, St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish is
pleased to participate in the 2020 “Gratitude in
Action” Annual Catholic Appeal. This appeal

supports charitable needs throughout the Diocese of

San Diego. Your gifts make possible the work that
impacts so many in our diocese: those who attend
Catholic school, formation of new priests and care for
our retired priests, evangelization and accompaniment
of Young Adults, and the consoling presence of
Christ for those imprisoned. Please make your
contribution online at giving.sdcatholic.org or your
check payable to: Diocese of San Diego

Brochures/envelopes will be in pews and in back of
church. Thank you for your generosity.
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REMINDER
Father’s salary is due for those who make payments
yearly or twice a year. For those who give monthly,
please continue. Thank you so much!

Salt of the Earth and Light of the
World

A reflection on the 5*" Sunday in Ordinary Time

What is the greatest hindrance to Christianity in our
country? This is a question that is bound to elicit a
variety of answers depending on whom you ask.
Possible answers would include: the mass media,
popular culture, materialism, bad government
policies, other religions, etc. A missionary had the
occasion to put this very question to the great
Mahatma Gandhi, “What is the greatest hindrance to
Christianity in India?” His answer was swift and
decisive: “Christians.” It is said that the world would
be a more Christian place today were it not for the
Christians. The Christians that constitute a hindrance
to Christianity are not the real and committed ones, of
course, but those who bear the name Christian but,
judging from the way they talk and behave, no one
would suspect they have anything to do with Christ.

In today’s gospel Jesus says to his disciples, “You
are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14). But
elsewhere in John 8:12 Jesus says of himself, “l am
the light of the world.” Who then is the light of the
world, Jesus or his followers? This apparent
contradiction is resolved by another passage in John
9:5 where Jesus modifies the statement about himself:
“As long as | am in the world, | am the light of
the world.” This shows that Jesus is talking about
the flesh and blood embodiment of the light. As long
as he is physically present in the world he is the light
of the world, but when he is no longer physically

present his followers now assume the role of being
the light of the world.

The role of the Christian in the world is defined by
two words in today’s gospel: salt and light. Now what
do these mean? Do you know that the word “sugar”
never occurs in the Bible? In ancient times, salt was
the ultimate seasoning that gave taste to food.
Without salt food would be tasteless. Jesus is saying
that as salt (or sugar, if you like) is to food, so are
Christians to the world. Christians are in the world to
make it a sweeter place. How can we make the world
a sweeter place? We find the answer in the parallel
passage in Mark: “Have salt in yourselves, and
be at peace with one another” (Mark 9:50).

As salt we are called to be sweet disciples, friendly
and kind, living at peace with everybody. As light we
are called to show the way. Without light we bump
into each another and fall into the ditch. But light
says: “Here is the road, take it; here is danger, avoid
it.” Without light and salt the world would be in a
very bad shape, uninteresting and impossible to live
in. With light and salt the world becomes a safer and
better place. It is our duty as Christians to make the
world a better place.

But how can someone do that? The same way that salt
and light do it. First, salt must be different from the
food before it can be of use. If salt loses its taste then
it is useless and can no longer make a difference.
Light must be different from darkness in order to be
of help. A flashlight with dead batteries is no good for
someone in the dark. So being salt and light of the
world means being different from the world. If
believers have nothing that distinguishes them from
unbelievers, then they are like salt that has lost its
saltiness and therefore cannot make a difference. And
what distinguishes us from non-believers should be
not so much what we claim to be or the badges and
pins we wear but the life we live. As Jesus says in
John 13:35, “By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Love is the distinctive mark by which you
can tell the true Christian from the false.

Secondly, both salt and light operate by associating
with the thing that they want to change. Salt cannot
improve the food unless it goes into the food and
changes it from within. Light cannot show the way



unless it encounters the darkness. Sometimes
Christians think that the way to go is to keep away
from getting involved with society and popular
culture. But by shying away from the realities of our
society and our world we might indeed be hiding our
lamp under the bushel basket. To make a difference
we must get up and get involved.

Today’s gospel is frightening. It says, in effect, that if
there is so much darkness and bitterness in the world
today it is because we as Christians have failed in our
job to be salt and light in the world. But we can
decide to make a difference starting from today. We
can decide to light a candle rather than curse the
darkness. Even the smallest candle helps in a world of
darkness.



