
 

Magnificent Musicians and Melodies 
 

           
                    Cantor Katz        Deana Verone                             Maestro Dean Karahalis and  

                                                           the Concert Pops of Long Island 

O-K-L-A-H-O-M-A--------YEOW!!!!  

It’s that time of the year again, time for our annual Temple Concert. This year it will be bigger than ever.   Literally 
and in all ways!!   

Temple Or Elohim will be hosting the Concert Pops of the Long Island Orchestra with Maestro Dean Karahalis 
conducting.  YES!  You read it right.  A 32-piece orchestra will be on our Bema, making incredibly beautiful music. I 
will be joined by a fabulous Soprano, as well as another amazing young artist showcased through our Young Artist 
Scholarship program.  Accompanied by the orchestra, we will be singing ALL of the greatest hits from shows like 
Cats, Phantom of the Opera, Oklahoma, Funny Girl, Man of La Mancha, as well as hits from Irving Berlin, Rodgers 
and Hammerstein, Leonard Bernstein and more!  In addition, the orchestra will be performing overtures and solos, 
filling the sanctuary with exquisite, glorious sounds. 

Hosting a concert with a 32-piece orchestra on our Bema is a first, for not only our Temple but all the Temples on 
the North Shore.  The music and performances are intended for all ages, young and old, to enjoy. Bring your entire 
family to our beautiful Temple and see a show of Manhattan quality without the hassle of going into the city! 

Make sure you put the date on your calendar: 

MAY 5, 2018-  7:30 PM 
Tickets are $36.00 each, open seating 

If you have attended our concerts in past years, you know that this concert will be wonderful and of very high 
quality.  You will not want to miss it!!  Remember last years??  It was terrific.  This concert will be even greater! 

The Annual Concert is also one of our biggest fund raisers of the year for the Temple.  Which means…..you will 
enjoy yourself greatly but will also be doing a mitzvah by supporting and attending! 

We look forward to seeing you on May 5th!   

Musically yours, 

Cantor David Katz 
cantorkatz@templeorelohim.com 
(516)433-9888 Ext. 12 

 

  

mailto:cantorkatz@templeorelohim.com
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Temple Or Elohim 

18 Tobie Lane, Jericho, NY 11753 
 
Temple Office                                                    Temple FAX 

(516) 433-9888                                              (516) 681-1626 

 
Rabbi Cassi Kail                                                         Ext. 11 

Harvey Abramowitz, Rabbi Emeritus 

Marvin Antosofsky, Rabbi Emeritus 

Cantor David Katz                                                      Ext. 12 

Deborah Tract, Director of Education                         Ext. 15 

Michael Wilner, President 

Nancy Marshall, Temple Administrator                      Ext. 13 

Goldie Brandl, Temple Secretary                               Ext. 14 

Office Hours: 

 

Rabbi’s Office Hours: 
4-6 PM Wednesdays & Thursdays 
 
Cantor’s Office Hours: 
By Request 
 
Director of Education’s Formal Office Hours 
(She is always available by appointment, as 
needed): 
1:00-6:30 PM Mondays & Thursdays 
2:00-8:30 PM Tuesdays 
 
If any of the above hours are inconvenient, please call 
to schedule an appointment. 

Executive Committee: Yarmulkes:  

Do you need yarmulkes for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding? 
Satin 6-panel                    $21.00/dozen 
Suede                               $28.00/dozen 
Suede (with trim)              $32.50/dozen 
Embossed Suede             $34.00/dozen 
 
$10 shipping and handling charge on all orders. Gold or Silver 
imprint is free on orders of 5 dozen or more.  If more than one 
color is ordered, or if orders are less than 5 dozen, there is an 
additional fee. 
 
Please call Susan Bloomberg at (516)932-7112. 

President Michael Wilner 
Vice President Neil Miller  
Vice President Laurel Fried 
Vice President Amy Adler 
Treasurer Roslind Vermut 
Assistant Treasurer David Schwartz 
Recording Secretary Deena Yaris 
Immediate Past President Howard Pastolove 
Chairman of the Board Howard Pastolove 

Advisor to the President 
Advisor to the President 

Larry Jacobs 
Susan Bloomberg 

Board of Trustees: 
 

Catering Information: 

Our expanded and redecorated Temple can accommodate 
your celebration: Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Kiddush, Havdalah 
Service, Luncheon, Wedding, Bris and all other types of 
parties. 
 
Please contact Hasson Caterers to consider having your 
simcha at Temple Or Elohim. 
 
Shawn and Scott will be happy to help you plan a memorable 
occasion for your family. 
Hasson Caterers: (516)937-0120 or 0121 

Carol Berg  Barbara Feinstein Robin Grossman 

Susan Bloomberg Jeff Feltman Mark Heller 

Jodi Breslin Steven Finkelstein Susan Levine 

David Davis Kenneth Gerome Barbara Lubliner 

Anne Edelman Jessica Gerschitz Esther Reich 

Editorial Corner: 
We encourage our members to submit articles, photos, and simchas 
for us to include in future issues. We also welcome suggestions for 
future issues.  Please contact Esther Reich at: (917)922-4993 or 
Shofar@templeorelohim.com. 

Sponsor an Oneg: 

A special way to celebrate your family’s simcha is by 
sponsoring a Friday night oneg.  Sponsorship is not only for 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah families.  You can celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday, aufruf, bris, special birthday, graduation, becoming 
grandparents or anything else. 
 
The price for an oneg following a traditional Friday night 
service with an event attached to it is $300 with fruit and $250 
without fruit.  An oneg following a Friday night service without 
an event may be available at a reduced rate.  Your 
sponsorship will be acknowledged in the pamphlet and will be 
announced from the Bimah. 
 
You will not only be making a wonderful gesture on behalf of 
your family, but will be helping out your Temple as well. 

 
Please call Deena Yaris at (516)433-0771. 
 

Rabbi Requests Information: 

We commemorate the lives of those we have loved and lost. It is also 
appropriate to commemorate events in the lives of those we love in 
the here-and-now.  We’d like to announce special events in your 
lives.  Please forward all such information to:  
 
Rabbi Kail rabbickail@gmail.com  (516) 433-9888 Ext. 11. 

mailto:Shofar@templeorelohim.com
mailto:rabbickail@gmail.com
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Committee Chairpersons: Services Schedule: 
B/M Liaison, 
Changes 

Amy Adler 931-6030 Fri. April 6  Erev Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 

Sat. April 7  Matzah & Torah 
Yizkor Service 

8:45 AM 
10:00 AM 

Thurs. April 12 Yom HaShoah Ceremony 
Led by 7

th
 Grade 

7:00 PM 

Fri. April 13 Erev Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Sat. April 14 Shabbat Service 
Bat Mitzvah Darien Schultz 

10:00 AM 

Fri. April 20 Erev Shabbat Service 
Led by 4

th
 Grade 

Featuring Nishamah 

7:30 PM 

Sat. April 21 Bagels & Torah 
Shabbat Service 
Bar Mitzvah Elliot Rosenblatt 
Havdalah Service 
Bar Mitzvah Andrew Pisarz 

8:45 AM 
10:00 AM 

 
6:30 PM 

 

Fri. April 27 Erev Shabbat Service 
Led by 3

rd
 Grade 

Featuring Nishamah 

7:30 PM 

Sat. April 28 Shabbat Service 
Bar Mitzvah Ethan Hatz 

10:00 AM 

 

Thoughts & Prayers: 
 

We offer our prayers of healing and heartfelt thoughts to 
acknowledge those of us who have had an illness or are in 

need of healing (mind, body and soul). 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact Rabbi Kail, Cantor Katz or 
our Caring Committee with any requests that you may have. 

 
 

Keep Handy for Reference: 
(If God forbid, there is a death or illness in the family) 

CALL AND TELL US 
 

Daytime – Temple Office (516)433-9888 
 

Otherwise – Rabbi Kail (718)869-6673 
Cantor (516)849-1332 

 
Consultations with the clergy before final scheduling of services 

will help ensure availability. 
 

SERVICES PROVIDED BY TEMPLE FOR MEMBERS: 

 Shiva services at a home for up to 3 evenings. 

 Email notice sent to membership informing of the loss, if 
requested. 

 Whenever Kaddish is said during services: 
- Temple Members’ names read for 11 months. 
- Close relatives of Members’ names read for 30 

days. 

By Laws, Internal 
Controls 

Roslind Vermut 822-2246 

Legal Committee Neil Miller 681-9263 

Building & Housing Michael Wilner 
Jeff Feltman 

263-9778 
551-1126 

Caring Committee Susan Bloomberg 932-7112 

Catering Deena Yaris 433-0771 

Familyhood Jodi Breslin 
Steven Finkelstein 

413-6549 
375-8492 

Finance Roslind Vermut 
David Schwartz 

822-2246  
917-741-4710 

Membership Rose Bruy 433-3637 

Men’s Club Mark Heller 978-8760 

Religious School Susan Bloomberg 932-7112 

Ritual Chairperson Leonard Gerschitz 932-0931 

Shofar Producer Esther Reich 931-0789 

Sisterhood    

Sisterhood 
Showcase 

Susan Bloomberg 932-7112 

Social Action Susan Levine 931-2550 

Strategic Planning Larry Jacobs 759-3229 

Tree of Life/Wall of 
Light 

Toby Suroff 433-6618 

Yarmulkes Susan Bloomberg 932-7112 

 

Honor the Occasion:                      
Honor the occasion of your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah, Birth, 
Anniversary, Wedding, Special Birthday, etc. by gifting a 
“Leaf” on the Tree of Life located in the Temple’s Lobby. 
 
To Order, call the Temple’s Office at (516)433-9888 
Ext.14.  
 
 

Order Memorial Plaques: 
 
Bronze Yahrzeit plaques, to be mounted on the Memorial 
Tablet in the Sanctuary, are available by order. 
 
These plaques are offered to memorialize the names of our 
departed loved ones. 
 
Each year, upon the anniversary of their passing, as well as 
at the Yom Kippur Memorial Service, the light beside the 
name is kindled. 
 
To Order, call the Temple’s Office at (516)433-9888 
Ext.14. 
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From Our Rabbi: 
 
We have tasted the matzah and sung rousing renditions of “dayenu” and “chad gadya”.  We have 
read and symbolically relived the story of the Exodus at our Passover Seders.  Physically we are 
free but our spiritual journey has just begun.  We wander in the desert, searching for our path in an 
ocean of unmarked sand.  We wonder if we will ever find our way.  Then Moses tells us what we 
long to hear: in 49 days we will receive the Torah, the word of God that will guide us as we walk 
through the wilderness of our lives. 
 
Each year, beginning on the second night of Passover, our count begins. In 49 days, we too will 
receive the Torah on the Sacred holiday of Shavuot—a day of Torah, of spiritual seeking, of prayer and of course coffee and 
cheesecake.  
 
Each evening, beginning on March 31, we will offer a prayer as we count upwards towards Shavuot: 

 
Baruch Ata Adonai Eloheinu Melech Haolam asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al s’firat haomer. 
Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us with God’s commandments and commanded us 
concerning the counting of the Omer. 
 
Rabbis encourage us not just to count but to go on a spiritual journey.  After all, we may not be slaves in Egypt but are we truly 
free?  Who among us does not have inner obstacles that hinder us and hold us back from reaching our true potential or from 
living lives of Torah and of Mitzvot? 
 
One way of participating in this journey is to study middot (values) during the seven-week period between Passover and 
Shavuot, so that when we celebrate Shavuot on May 19

th
 and 20

th
, we will be prepared to receive the Torah once again.  

 
I will be offering classes about two of these middot during this seven-week period.  On Thursday, April 19

th
 at 8:00pm, we will 

discuss “Responding to fear.”  On April 26
th
, we will talk about “learning in order to do.”  Light refreshments will be offered.  You 

can find more information about the middot at http://www.reformjudaism.org/study-48-middot, which provides short texts, 
commentaries, questions and reflections.  They are ideal for people of all ages and can be studied individually, with a partner, in 
a group or as a family.  
 
I hope you join me on this spiritual journey.  May it prove to be inspiring, profound and worthwhile.  Happy counting! 
 
L’shalom, 

Rabbi Cassi Kail 
rabbickail@gmail.com  
(516)433-9888 Ext. 11 
 
 

B’nai Mizvahs: 
 
 
April 14, 2018 – 10:00 AM 
     Darien Schultz 
          Daughter of Jami and Kenny 

 
 
April 21, 2018 – 10:00 AM 
     Elliot Rosenblatt 
          Son of Lauren and Mitchell 
 
April 21, 2018 – 6:30 PM 
     Andrew Pisarz 
          Son of Eileen and Irwin 

 
 
April 28, 2018 – 10:00 AM 
     Ethan Hatz 
          Son of Jennifer and Benjamin 

  

http://www.reformjudaism.org/study-48-middot
mailto:rabbickail@gmail.com
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President’s Message:  
 
Dear Congregational Families and Friends,   
 
Greetings to all of our Temple members and families.  As the saying goes, I hope that April showers 
will bring May flowers sooner rather than later.  March was extremely busy at Or Elohim as 
Nor’easters and heavy snowfall crippled many Temple plans at the beginning of March. 

Bagels and Torah on Shabbat morning March 3 gave us insight and many questions about Moses up 
on “Har Sinai” taking forty days and nights inscribing our ten commandments on the Louchot Habrit, only to come down to see 
our Am Y’israel busy building idolatry in the shape of a golden calf. OY VEY…No Good. 

Shabbat Across America was celebrated on March 9
th
 with an impressive Erev Shabbat as our fast forward 5

th
 & 6

th
 graders led 

us flawlessly through the services orchestrated to perfection by our Director of Education Deborah Tract and her excellent array 
of teachers.  

The following morning, on Shabbat March 10
th
, Rabbi Schwartz led a class teaching us about Albert Einstein struggling with 

questions and life as a modern Jew.  We learned so many interesting facts about Einstein’s love of Judaism even though he 
was not a practical and technical practicing Jew.  His heartfelt feelings about Zionism, love for our people and fundraising 
capabilities helped put Israel on the map.  Rabbi Schwartz pulled us in with his knowledge and in depth stories that held us 
captivated the whole morning.  Give Rabbi Arthur Schwartz a talk show, that’s how good it was. 

On Sunday morning March 11
th
, our Wax Museum and Purim Carnival were filled with fun and laughter.  It was standing room 

only for families celebrating our own Jewish Purim Carnival.  No one was leaving any time soon.  The “DJ” that Susan 
Bloomberg hired made me sorry that I wasn’t dancing a disco Merengue with Deborah our Director of Education.  Kudos to all 
our congregants who helped dish out all the culinary delights offered that morning rolling into the afternoon.  

On March 16
th
, Friday night, our “Esther Mia” Purim Shpiel with songs by ABBA finally went off without a weather disruption.  

This was followed by another 5
th
 & 6

th
 grade fast forward service as once again we were led to Erev Shabbat bliss by our 

students and teachers.  Bravo to all, great job. 

March 17
th
 on Shabbat was an outstanding display of Bar Mitzvah sophistication for the Havdalah service that evening led by 

our Bar Mitzvah Jared Lichten.  Great job, Jared.  

We had another inspiring Friday Erev Shabbat service on March 23
rd

 followed the next Shabbat morning on March 24
th
 with yet 

another Bat Mitzvah service led by Jocelyn Freedman who led our services with an air of Judaic perfection, making us all proud. 

I would like to wish all our Temple families a heartfelt Zissen Pesach.  If you did not leave to warmer climates and were in town 
for Passover, I hope all were prepared in advance to partake in our 2

nd
 night Passover Seder hosted with Talmudic reverence 

and song by Rabbi Kail and her family as we were led through the dessert with songs and stories by our illustrious Rabbi. 

From my family to yours, I hope your Pesach and family moments were memorable and sweet and your memories last forever.  
Amen  
 
Respectfully,  
Michael Wilner, President 
michaelwilner@danielgale.com 
 

ATTENTION all Facebook users:  
 
If you have Facebook and have not already "liked" the Temple Or Elohim Facebook page, please do!  There are lots of great 
updates and reminders.   
 
When you are on Temple Or Elohim's Facebook page, click on TURN ON NOTIFICATIONS (see the "following" box, use down 
arrow and check notifications) so that you will get all the latest and greatest info appearing right in your news feed.   
 
There’s no need to constantly look us up! 

  

mailto:michaelwilner@danielgale.com
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Religious School: 
 
Shalom Friends, 

We are now in the core of programming.  We just concluded our amazing Purim Carnival that was very successful in 
so many ways.  We raised a substantial amount of money that goes directly back into the Religious School for special 
programming.  This event brought our community together, with activities, entertainment, food, prizes and 
comradery.  Our Co-Chairs, Kimberly Brodsky and Allison Damast, along with the efforts of the Purim committee, 
worked countless hours to make our fundraising event terrific.  We had MANY volunteers this year.  6

th
 graders, 

teens, members of Sisterhood and Men’s Club all ventured out to contribute to our mission and goals.  The POB Robotics’ Team, once 
again, brought thought provoking games and activities to the day’s event! 

Our 5
th

 graders entertained family, friends and guests with their innovative presentation of a famous Jewish person.  Albert Einstein, Anne 
Frank, Natalie Portman are just a few of the sensational Jewish figures represented in the Madame Esther’s Living Wax Museum! Each 
child portrayed their character with enthusiasm and explicit detail. 

Our 5
th

/6
th

 grade students led Shabbat services on March 9
th

 and March 16
th

.  All the children led their services with poise, confidence and 
outstanding Hebrew reading.  I am very proud of our students’ accomplishments and their confidence in leading a congregation in worship 
and prayer. 

We celebrated Purim in our Religious School with a well-known entertainer, Hagit Avnon, who provided our students with a unique show 
with music, puppets and entertainers. Our kids of all ages were enlightened and gravitated to Hagit’s performance.  In fact, many of our 
B’nai Mitzvah students requested her contact information for their future simchas! 

Pesach will be celebrated in our school with various learning centers for our students to learn and celebrate the Hebrews’ Exodus from 
Egypt.  Our K-2

nd
 grade will have a special class-wide Seder. 

On April 20, our 4
th

 grade students will lead our congregation in Shabbat worship and prayer. The following week, our very young Hebrew 
students, in 3

rd
 grade will also lead our temple family in worship. This is a very exciting time for our young students who have worked very 

hard this year on their Hebrew letters and learning to read.  

Looking ahead, on Thursday evening, April 12, 2018, our 7
th

 graders will lead a heartfelt service for Yom Hashoah, a time in history that we 
will not forget. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at all our upcoming services.   

Wishing you and your families a Chag Pesach Sameach.  May you be blessed with health, peace and happiness. 

B’Shalom, 
Deborah E. Tract 
Director of Education 
 
 

Social Action Committee 
 
Thanks to all who donated to our annual Passover Food Drive.  We were able to provide 6 families with many of the necessary 
food items to help ensure that they had a Happy Passover! 

Remember, the Social Action Committee collects non-perishable food items all year round.  Collected food is donated to 
various food pantries on Long Island.  We are always looking for new ideas.   

Please reach out to Susan Levine at susanlevine318@gmail.com with any suggestions that you may have. 

 

  

mailto:susanlevine318@gmail.com
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Men’s Club: 

Ahh, Spring is finally here!  What a dreary winter it has been.  It’s nice to finally see the sun and feel its warmth.  I love Spring.  I love the 
whole idea of rebirth – shedding the old and embracing the new; a brand new day filled with hope and optimism.  We should all take the 
opportunity of a new day to reinvent ourselves to be hopeful, optimistic and above all civil.  Let’s view others with different viewpoints as 
partners in an exchange of ideas that can be distilled into a singular, more enlightened point of view rather than enemies whose ideas are 
so wrong and so egregious that the mere mention of them ignites a firestorm.   We seem to have lost the ability to reason.  We shout, we 
deride, we insult, we hate – for the simple reason that some other individuals are using their given gift of independent thought and that 
thought is different from ours.  So what?  So, that fellow’s ideas are 180 degrees from your own.  Does that make them inferior to yours?  
If those ideas are not filled with hate and bigotry, then they are absolutely not.  What built America was the free exchange of ideas in the 
quest to build a more perfect union.  Let’s use the rebirth of Spring to strive for that perfection. 

What’s up with Men’s Club?  I’ll start with a mea culpa.  In last month’s installment, we had said that everyone enjoyed the screening of 
Menasche.  Unfortunately, due to a comedy of errors, for which yours truly takes full responsibility, we enjoyed the screening that never 
was.  We WILL prevail and Menasche will come to call at a later date.  The oneg though was lovely. 

Pre-Pesach Pasta is now history.  The annual Men’s Club membership dinner at Frank’s Gourmet Restaurant in Woodbury was a wonderful 
get together with great food and even better company.  The members of the Men’s Club always have a great time at this event and it was 
really nice to welcome some new faces.  It was relaxed and fun filled (as well as filling!).  I love hanging out with this great bunch of 
gentlemen.  Special thanks to Phil Rubin for putting it all together! 

April will be a busy month for the Men’s Club.  On Sunday April 22
nd

, our own Mike Mogavero will be hosting a very entertaining and 
informative financial presentation and on Sunday, April 29

th
, Master Chef Ken Gerome will be tantalizing our taste buds yet again with his 

amazingly delicious pastrami, corned beef and turkey.  If that isn’t enough, we will be showing The Frisco Kid, starring Gene Wilder and 
Harrison Ford.  Keep an eye out for email blasts containing all the details, as well as the article in this month’s Shofar. 

Finally, our annual night out at Citi Field to see the Mets is coming up on May 31!  A night out at Citi Field with our Temple group is always 
lots of fun. We hope to see you all there.  Keep an eye out for more details in the email blasts and the article in this month’s Shofar. 
 
So, folks, take a deep breath of that sweet spring air.  Let it clear your heads and invigorate you.  Above all, celebrate the rebirth with being 
civil and kind to each other. 

All The Best, 
Mark 
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MEN’S CLUB DINNER & MOVIE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018 - 5:30PM 
“THE FRISCO KID” 

 
No need to try to find one of the ever-diminishing kosher deli’s in the New York area when Temple Or Elohim’s very own Ken 
Gerome will be preparing his annual mouth-watering feast of home-made pastrami, turkey and corned beef (all meats 
Kosher).  Anyone who has made it to any of Ken’s prior repasts knows this is an event not to be missed! 

After dinner, the Men’s Club is presenting the Gene Wilder-Harrison Ford comedy classic, “The Frisco Kid”.  Wilder plays a 
Rabbi from Poland who arrives in Philadelphia in 1850 on his way to his new synagogue in San Francisco.  He is robbed of all 
of his possessions on his way out West and joins up with escaping outlaw Harrison Ford.  The development of their touching 
buddy relationship through a series of comic adventures together on the journey west is priceless.  As just one example, the 
prohibition against riding on the Sabbath gets a whole new twist here.  Stay for dessert after the movie and you’ll have an 
evening to remember. 

Dinner, movie and dessert all come for just $20 per ticket, if purchased by April 24 ($25 thereafter or at the door).  
Tickets are available at the Temple Office.  For more information and tickets, call the Temple’s Office, (516)433-9888, Ext. 14. 

 
 

 
MEN’S CLUB 3RD ANNUAL METS GAME OUTING 

THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018 - 7:10PM 
STRICT RSVP DEADLINE OF APRIL 25th 

 
It’s early April and now all right-minded people can think of only one thing - baseball season is underway!  As you bask in the 
rosy optimism of how the Mets and Yankees may do this year, show your support for our temple and cheer on the Mets all at 
once.  For the third year in a row, the Men’s Club has once again ordered group seats to a Mets game.  We will be heading to 
Citi Field on Thursday, May 31st to see the Mets take on the Chicago Cubs.  The seats are on field level in left field AND 
UNDER COVER (those of you who bought tickets to last year’s game know this can be important).  The cost is $40 per 
ticket. 
 
It’s a great way to get the summer going.  So, sit back and schmooze with your fellow Temple members while enjoying our 
national pastime.  Bring the kids, extended family and friends.  However, tickets are limited and we MUST have your ticket 
request by April 25

th
 so we can avoid being charged for unused tickets.  You can RSVP to the Temple’s Office by stopping in 

or calling (516)433-9888, Ext. 14.  For more information, call Neil Miller at (516)659-0352. 
 
 

PURIM AFTER PURIM 
 

 
On Sunday, March 11

th
, the Religious School held its annual Wax Museum and Purim Carnival. A special thanks to Mrs. 

Tract, Mrs. Klingher and Mr. Nichomoff for bringing out the creative side of our 5
th
 graders who became the notable Jewish 

figures they researched for the last few weeks. We had the opportunity to meet a diverse group of individuals from the past 
through the present such as Albert Einstein, Anne Frank, Aly Raisman, Billy Joel, Natalie Portman and Drake. Immediately 
following the Wax Museum, students, teachers, parents and community members filtered into the ballroom for our festive 
Purim Carnival. With wonderful raffle prizes, food, new games and Shushan Palace options, everyone had a wonderful time. 
We thank our amazing committee, volunteers, donors, students, teachers, parents and community members who, together, 
made this carnival one of the best ever! 
 
Kimberly Brodsky & Allie Damast, Co-Chairs 
 
 

  



Temple Or Elohim                                        Vol. 40  No. 4                                         5778                                                                 The Shofar 

 

9 
 

Thank You to Our 

Purim Carnival Donors 
 

16 Handles Kimera Salon 

2 Worlds Dance and Fitness Laurel Fried 

Alex Damast Mama Falicia 

Andrew Howard Dry Cleaners Market Bistro 

Angel Tips Max and Gino’s 

Anne Edelman Men’s Club 

Antonio Marino Salon Meredith Greenberg 

Aristocrat Plastic Surgery Michael Wilner 

Bagel Boss – Plainview Mim’s 

Bagel Boss - Jericho Mother Kelly’s 

Butera’s Nobel Wine and Spirits 

Cashmere Box One Small Step 

Chocolate Works Orient Odyssey 

Chris & Tony’s Pampers Cleaners 

Cindi’s Professor Pedals – Steve Finkelstein 

Clubhouse Kids Rags 

Custodial Staff Robin Grossman 

Deb’s Cleaners Salon Rock 

Dix Hills Diner Simply Wine and Liquor 

Chase Brodsky Sisterhood 

Dr. Greenberg Stacy Lefkowitz 

Eastern Breeze Steve Finkelstein 

Fanatico Susan Bloomberg 

Gabby’s The Bakery 

Gloss Salon The Berger Family 

Gold Coast Kids The Brodsky Family 

Gyrolicious The Damast Family 

Hand and Stone The Lite Choice 

Hasson Caterers Vanilla Sky 

Hot Cuts Veroli Cleaners 

Hurricane Grill Vine & Roses 

Iavarone Bros. Voesh Nails 

It’s a Girl Thing Wilner & Brodsky 

 Woodbury Men’s Shop 
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Purim Carnival Pictures 
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Religious School’s Living Wax Museum 
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Bagels & Torah: 

 

On Saturday, March 10
th
, guest speaker Rabbi Schwartz led our Bagels & Torah class.  He presented interesting facts about 

Albert Einstein as a Jewish leader.   

Rabbi Schwartz explained that Einstein had a unique view of religion.  Due to Einstein’s scientific reasoning, he believed that 
there was a higher power than humans that regulated the universe.  He did not attend synagogue or enjoy other congregational 
activities. 

Einstein raised a significant amount of money for the building of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.  He became a Zionist a 
cause to which he was willing to help until the end of his life.  He thought that Arab-Israeli problems could be dealt with by 
concessions.  This put him at odds with many other Zionist leaders. 

He refused the position of head of Hebrew University.  He said that he didn’t need the accolades of colleagues.  Einstein 
proposed that Hebrew University become a haven for the many Jewish scientists that were being ousted from their positions.  
Hebrew University hired many of the Jewish scientists who were fired from their jobs due to their religion throughout the world.   

With the continuation of anti-Semitism and Nazi persecution, Einstein realized that Jews needed a homeland.  He started to take 
pride in being a Jew, openly acknowledging his Judaism and openly participating in synagogue congregational events. 

Einstein and his family immigrated to the United States just before World War II.  He was warmly received by the scientific world 
and the Jews as our advocate.  He was given a position at Princeton University – virtually unheard of for a Jew during this era.  
He was embraced by the Jewish world as our intellectual champion. 

When Israel’s first President, Wiezmann died, Einstein was offered the presidency of Israel.  He rejected the offer stating, once 
again, that he did not need his colleague’s flatter. 

At the time, American immigration policies required that most expatriate Jews applying for visas be sponsored by 2 American 
citizens.  Einstein personally wrote hundreds of such sponsorship letters. 

Einstein was most certainly a great Jewish leader. 
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April Birthdays 
 

1 Kimberly Brodsky 7 Jennifer Gallow 16 Bonnie Preminger 25 Gregory Tanner 
1 Danielle Gerome 7 Stephen Mender 17 Florence Lefkowitz 25 Haley Tract 
1 Ilan Glenn 8 Matthew Lefkowitz 17 Leigh Marcus 26 Jacob Beekman 
1 Danna Manheim 9 Olivia Becker 17 Barry Wolff 26 Ellen Finkelstein 
1 Joshua Rogove 9 Eric Garfinkel 18 Michelle Finkelstein 26 Emma Gallow 
1 Mitchell Rosenblatt 9 Brittany-Lee Goldstein 18 Lawrence Karp 26 Joyce Green 
2 Risa Battino 9 Rhonda Moore 19 Hayley Baeringer 26 Jean Greenberg 
2 Ariel Delman 10 Robert Kaplan 19 Vanessa Brand 26 Howard Isserles 
2 Lucille Jacobs 10 Joan Rosenberg 20 Mindy Black 26 Richard Klinghoffer 
3 Alan Levine 10 Jan Scherr 20 Douglas Coleman 26 Farrah Kweit 
3 William Solomon 11 Gary Goltzman 20 Matthew Rosenberg 26 Francine Miller 
3 Steven Spivack 11 Barbara Ross 20 Sydney Wurtzel 26 Ellen Paticoff 
3 Barbara Strell 12 Benjamin Allen 21 Andrea Hantman 26 Karen Silpe 
4 Drew Brecher 12 Elliot Rosenblatt 22 Amy Brill 26 Jennifer Spivak 
4 Joel Fazekas 12 Laila Stein 22 Jeffrey Kotowitz 27 Nicole Liebman 
4 Debra Goldstein 13 Phillip Jankowitz 22 Louis Nackman 27 Jillian Meyer 
4 Judi Kaplan 13 Lauren Klinghoffer 22 Brian Scherr 28 Luke Citron 
4 Samantha Levine 14 Douglas Andrew Flax 23 Karen Getelman 29 Maria Alexenburg 
4 Julie Peress 14 Dana Ginsberg 24 Matthew Kandel 29 Adina Ginsburg 
4 Jason Zeller 15 Dylan Fried 24 Lewis Kweit 29 Carly Rosner 
5 Jacob Bock 15 Kyle Scott 24 Jodi Marcus 29 Jason Rubin 
5 Robert Silpe 15 Lee Weiss 24 Preston Mark 29 Linda Spivack 
6 H. Terry Kaufman 16 Lori Bricker 25 Amy Adler 30 Paul Blutter 
6 Bertram Mitchel 16 Alexa Eilberg 25 Howard Allen 30 Allison Damast 
6 Michael Singer 16 Roger Alain Hauptman 25 Neil Kaufman 30 Jeffrey Garfinkel 
7 Chloe Citron 16 Martin Lecher 25 Lauren Rosenblatt 30 Gale Manheim 
7 Mordechai Cohen     30 Marc Spivack 

 

April Anniversaries 

 14 Thomas Synnott 

1 Bryan & Barbara Wachs 15 Donna Jacobs 

4 Richard & Jill Bachman 15 Rabbi Cassi Kail 

4 Eric & Rhonda Moore 15 David Kleinman 

6 David & Amy Brill 
9 Dean & Maria Alexenburg 
9 Jerome & Laurie Krantz 

10 David & Lois Lerner 
11 Harry & Karin Arlin 
12 Jason & Sloane Barrie 
13 Larry & Stacey Menkes 
20 Paul & Esther Reich 
21 William & Sheryl Sobel 
29 Steven & Stacy Lefkowitz 
30 Arthur & Joanne Blutter 
30 Neil & Laura Miller 
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Yahrzeits – April 2018: 
 
Week of April 6 
Selma Adler, Rose Amsterdam, Ida Aronowitz, Iris Beckerman, Steven Cohen, Sidney Cuttler, Miriam Derkatch, Harold Farkas, 
Alan Finkelstein, Yetta Friedman, Herman Kellman, Jerry Leitstein, Manny Mark, Elaine Miller, Tina Moffet, Hyman Muskin, 
Isaak Perlmutter, David Quinlan, Hilda Schwartz, Abraham Simon, Martin Sklar, Ichil Skopicki, Toba Skopicki, Frieda 
Tanenbaum, Amrom Tannenbaum, Zelda Toby, Lillian Unger and Benjamin Wachtel 
 
Week of April 13 
Lyn Altschuler, Joseph Botter, Harry Brodsky, Jeanette Checkman, Elinor Dubner, Beatrice Edelman, Merritt Fastenberg, Belle 
Feuer, Walter Frankl, Belle Fulop, H. John Gluskin, Jerome Goldwyn, Lorraine Haber, Hilda Isenstadt, William Jacobs, Dorothy 
Frances Jankowitz, Sandor Javor, Samuel Kline, Evelyn Lehner, Max Levy, Rose Maldow, Rose Milstein, Sidney Polatnick, 
Joyce Prenner, Alfred Rosenblum, Arthur Ross, Herman Ross, Marsha Rubin, Herbert Scherr, Lori Schlussel, Florence 
Schwalberg, Jenny Schwartz, Seymour Stern, Hyman Suroff, Abraham Syetta, Molly Talve and Leonard Weill 
 
Week of April 20 
Jacques Abramowitz, Sam Belkin, Rose Galanty Berkman, Lynne Cohen, Faith Dubb, Benjamin Eisenberg, Eve Fine, Helene 
Freundlich, Harvey Kalmeyer, Sylvia Kandel, Lila Kirchblum, Bessie Kotowitz, Francine "Frankie" Lampert, Ann Landsberg, 
Louis Molin, Abraham Mortman, Alvin Nathel, Robert Pollack, Adele Pores, Barbara Pruss, Stefan Schlachet, Harriet Schwartz, 
Annie Seltzer, Julius Shimberg, Ira Shupnick, Sam Stein, Walter Weinberg, Asher Wishnia and Elsa Wolf 
 
Week of April 27 
Toby Adler, Clara Bramen, Judith Cohen, Martin Feldberg, Edward Garfinkel, Harry Glass, Magdelina Javor, Benjamin Kravit, 
Joseph Kreisberg, Nathan Leidner, Mollie Levy, Jeffrey Marx, Ann Messinger, Marvin Paticoff, Tobi Potashnick, Sam Ragen, 
Miles Ritter, Rebecca Rosenhouse, Sylvia Suroff, Arthur Walpin, Bernice Winzelberg and Sarah Zeff  
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Baskets on the Bimah Program: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A great way to honor a simcha is by sponsoring a 
basket on the bimah.  Proceeds go to assist local 
needy families. 
 
Any congregant can have a basket displayed on the 
bimah for a non-Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat by bringing 
a minimum of $36 to the Temple Office, at least one 
week in advance. 
 
A great way to honor any simcha you are 
celebrating!  
 
Contact the Temple Office at (516)433-9888 Ext. 14. 
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Contributions: 
 
CHOIR FUND 
Ronald and Elyce Burger 
   In loving memory of Mortimer Burger 
Jessica and Len Gerschitz 
   In memory of Mortimer Burger, father of  
     Ron Burger 
James and Lana Math 
   In loving memory of Leon Blick 
 
HONORIAL AND MEMORIAL 
Amy and Paul Adler 
   In loving memory of Rita Rosenstein 
Laurie and Mitchell Beller 
   In loving memory of Sophie Kerner 
Steven and Wendy Blidner 
   In loving memory of Robert Cohan 
Ronald and Elyce Burger    
   In loving memory of Mortimer Burger 
Sue Butner 
   In loving memory of Shirley Gelber 
Emilie and Richard Epstein 
   In loving memory of Esther Epstein 
Todd Fabricant 
   In loving memory of Fay Fink 
Harold and Marilyn Finkelstein 
   In loving memory of Rose Fern 
Eileen Flax 
   In loving memory of Edward Flax 
Bonnie and David Garfinkel 
   In loving memory of Mary Polatnick 
Susan and Alan Geller 
   In loving memory of Stella Matzner 
   In loving memory of Bernice and Julius 
     Geller 
Beth and Ken Gerome 
   In loving memory of Donald Gerome 
Gale Gluck and Adam Gluck 
   In loving memory of Saul Sachs 
   In loving memory of Stewart Gluck 
Marcie and Hally Gottlieb 
   In loving memory of Abraham Gottlieb 
Elaine Hauptman 
   In loving memory of David Seth  
     Hauptman 
Larry and Lisa Kagan 
   In loving memory of Gloria 
     Schechterman 
Harold and Felice Kestenbaum 
   In loving memory of Arleen Kaye 
 

Richard and Maria Krause 
   In loving memory of Lawrence Krause 
Sandy Lanton 
   In loving memory of Seymour Lanton 
Elaine Loewy 
   In loving memory of Abraham and 
     Estelle Friedman 
Marcine and Ken Marcus 
   In loving memory of Laura 
     Wasserman 
Susan and Stephen Mender 
   In loving memory of Jerome 
     Deutschman 
   In loving memory of Samuel 
     Deutschman 
Audrey Newman 
   In loving memory of Elliot Newman 
Scott and Ellen Paticoff 
   In loving memory of Rose Fern 
Linda and Philip Peller 
   In loving memory of Belle Becker 
Hetti and Robert Perlmutter 
   In loving memory of Marta Schlachet 
Mark Potashnick 
   In loving memory of Helen Potashnick 
Larry Scheinthal 
   In loving memory of Sherman 
     Scheinthal 
Mitchel and Sandy Senzon 
   In loving memory of Abraham Fox 
Boris and Natalie Sklar 
   In loving memory of Celia Sklar 
Roberta Soroka 
   In loving memory of Sol Rome 
Jodi and Neal Weisbrod 
   In loving memory of Roberta Bilfeld 
Kenneth and Linn Weissman 
   In loving memory of John W. Brady 
Lorette and Murray Wilensky 
   In loving memory of Charles Ettinger 
 
GENERAL CONTRIBUTION 
Ellen Angus 
   In honor of Rabbi Arthur Schwartz 
Bonnie and David Garfinkel 
   In memory of Roen Goldberg, mother 
     of Robert Goldberg 
Laurie and Eric Roth 
   In memory of Mortimer Burger, father 
     of Ron Burger 

Beverly and Paul Silpe 
   In memory of Sylvia Rosen 
 

Natalie and Boris Sklar 
   In memory of Sylvia Rosen 
Caring Committee 
   In memory of Mortimer Burger, father 
     of Ron Burger 
   In memory of Sylvia Rosen, mother of 
     Miriam, Patricia & Weslie 
 
SOCIAL ACTION SPONSORED ONEG 
Marcie and Hally Gottlieb 
   In loving memory of Abraham Gottlieb 
Mark and Leslie Rosner 
   In loving memory of Murray Forster and 
     Joseph Passaro 
Deena and Harvey Yaris 
   In loving memory of Charles Wisotsky 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTE: 
 

The inclusion of advertisements, logos or website links does not constitute an endorsement 

by Temple Or Elohim of the products or services advertised.  



Temple Or Elohim                                        Vol. 40  No. 4                                         5778                                                                 The Shofar 

 

17 
 

Torah Notes:  

April 1 - April 7 - the 8
th
 day of Passover (Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17) 

During this week of Passover there are many Torah portions.  The week culminates on Shabbat with verses from Deuteronomy 
that discuss the Passover sacrifice and the laws of Passover.  The Torah reminds us not to eat chumetz (leavened bread) during 
the seven days of Passover.  (Although Passover is a seven day holiday, many Jews in the diaspora choose to celebrate it for 8 
days).  Since our ancestors did not have time to wait for their bread to rise, we eat scrumptious unleavened bread as they did 
during the exodus.  Beginning on the second day of Passover, the Torah then instructs us to “count off seven weeks” between 
Passover and the holiday of Shavuot.  Shavuot marks the beginning of the grain harvest.  It is also the date on which we receive 
the Torah from God each year.  This year Shavuot will take place on May 19-20

th
. 

 
April 8 – April 14 - Shemini (Leviticus 9:1-11:47) 
This portion is primarily concerned with the Temple sacrifices, laws for the Coheinim (the Priests) and dietary laws of the Jewish 
people.  It contains a fascinating story of two young priests who enthusiastically offer a sacrifice to God . The Torah calls this 
sacrifice “strange fire,” to which God responds by taking their lives.  Their names were Nadav and Avihu.  Their father, Aaron, 
struggles to mourn for the loss of his two sons while meeting the needs of the greater community.  The portion concludes with an 
in depth discussion on kashrut, including its laws and potential reasons for them. 
 
April 15 – April 21 - Tazria-Metzora (Leviticus 12:1-15:33)  
This week we enter a discussion about impurity, purity and skin disease.  Without the medical knowledge that we are fortunate to 
possess today, our ancestors struggled to make sense of illness.  In an effort to stop people from spreading disease, they 
created communities where people could go until their infections had dissipated.  Although their medical advice doesn’t stand up 
to modern standards, the priests’ unwavering dedication to those infected can teach us all a great deal about the way in which 
we can support one another during times of illness and hardship.  
 
April 22 – April 28 - Acharei-Mot/Kedoshim (Leviticus 16:1-20:27) 
This week we turn to the heart of the Torah.  Located in the middle of the middle book of the Torah, this portion includes the 
holiness code (Leviticus 19), that strives to teach us about the ways we can bring holiness into our world.  It includes teachings 
such as “love your neighbor as yourself” the importance of respecting our elders, of taking care of strangers and of creating a fair 
and just society. 

Tidbits from Larry Jacobs 
 
I have to start with this, which is amazing and unbelievable.  An Israeli company developed a paint called Solcold.  It protects 
surfaces from fire, water and extreme temperature.  So, what makes this a special paint?  Solcold uses the sun’s power to 
activate a sense that provides air conditioning without the use of electricity.  The double layered coating absorbs the hot rays of 
the sun and remits that energy in the form of cold.  The hotter the solar radiation, the more the coating cools down.  It is a 
solution for intensely sunny climates.  The materials used are 100% green and free of carbon emissions.  The paint could 
decrease electricity consumption by up to 60% and is expected to last for 10 to 15 years before needing a new coat.  HARD TO 
BELIEVE. 

GOING BACK…..In 1693, Pope Clement XIII was born.  He rules that there is no substance to the claim that Jews use blood in 
the preparation of their unleavened bread.  In 1697, in Great Britain, a site was acquired for the first Ashkenazi Cemetery.  In 
1901, Yasha Heifetz was born in Russia.  He died in 1987 – performer of worldwide acclaim for 82 years.  He was asked once 
why so many Jews play the violin.  He answered, “Because it’s a lot easier to carry than the bass fiddle when you are being 
chased out of a country.” 

The following tells a little more of the suffering of our people – In 1349 Strasbourg, France, a riot began after corn prices fell.  
The Jews were accused.  The entire Jewish population of 2,000 were dragged to the cemetery and burned to death.  Those who 
accepted Christianity were allowed to live.  A new Council was elected which decreed that Jews could not return for 100 years.  
The Jewish people’s property and possessions were divided amongst the population.  Twenty years later, Jews were readmitted. 
The first recording of Jews settling in Florida was in 1763 in Pensacola.  Less than a dozen individual Jews moved to Florida 
during the next few decades.  By 1845, when Florida became the 27

th
 state to join the union, there were no more than 100 Jews 

out of a population of 66,500 living there.  David Levy Yulee, a Jew, was the first U.S. Senator from Florida. 

Coca Cola was initially introduced, in 1886, at the fountain in Jacobs Pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgia.  The establishment was 
owned by Dr. Joe Jacobs, who later became one of Atlanta’s most prominent Jews.  In 1894, Coca Cola was sold in bottles for 
the first time.  In 1935, Coca Cola is certified as kosher and kosher for Passover.  This was done through the efforts of Atlanta 
Rabbi Tobias Geffen. 
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Gary Topple CPA, P.C. 

390 North Broadway 
Jericho, New York 11753 

 

 
 

garytopplecpa@gmail.com 
516-595-7080 

Fax 516-430-5057 

 

  

  

Do you Have a Business Card? 
Consider placing your business card in our 

monthly newsletter, The Shofar. 
 

Advertise your business at affordable rates 
(see back cover for pricing). 

 
Increase your business & support your Temple. 

 
Contact the Temple Office at: (516) 433-9888. 
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Temple Or Elohim 

18 Tobie Lane 

Jericho, NY  11753 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  3  4  5 6 
Erev Shabbat Service 7:30 
PM 

7 
Matzah & Torah 8:45 
AM 
 
Yizkor Service 10:00 
AM 

8 
 

9 
School 
Resumes 

10 
Men's Club 
meeting 7:30 
PM 
 
Moving On 
meeting 7:30 
PM 

11 12 
Seventh 
Grade Yom 
HaShoah 
program 
7:00 PM 

13 
Erev Shabbat Service 7:30 
PM 

14 
Shabbat Service 10:00 
AM 
Bat Mitzvah Darien 
Schultz 

15 
Roundtable Rap 
10:30 AM 
 

16 
Sisterhood 
Meeting 7:30 
PM 

17 
Ritual 
Committee 
Meeting 8:00 
PM 

18 
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 8:00 PM 

19 
Rabbi Adult 
Class 8:00 
PM 

20 
4th grade led Erev Shabbat 
Service featuring Nishamah  
7:30 PM 

21 
Bagels & Torah 8:45 AM 
 
Shabbat Service 10:00 AM 
Bar Mitzvah Elliot 
Rosenblatt 
 
Havdalah Service 6:30 PM 
Bar Mitzvah Andrew Pisarz 

22 
Financial 
Presentation by 
Michael 
Mogavero 10:30 
AM 

23 
School Board 
meeting 7:30 
PM 
 
Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 8:00 
PM 

24 
Board of 
Trustees 
Meeting 8:00 
PM 

25 26 
Rabbi Adult 
Class 8:00 
PM 
 

27 
3rd grade led Erev Shabbat 
Service featuring Nishamah  
7:30 PM          

28 
Shabbat Service 10:00 
AM 
Bar Mitzvah Ethan Hatz 

29 
Pastrami Movie 
Night 

30      
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