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Hunger Awareness Campaign to Run Throughout March  
arch will be a busy month at Temple Or Elohim, A Community Reform Congregation focusing on 
hunger awareness.  Spearheaded by Social Action chair Susan Levine and director of lifelong learning 
Deborah Tract, there will be a variety of events that everyone can participate in. 

The hunger awareness campaign kicks off March 3 with a unique Erev Shabbat service with prayer and a 
presentation by Susan about ways families can help those in need in our community.  

“I’ll be speaking about what’s going on in Nassau County specifically,” she says.  “As you can see on the calendar, 
we’re going to collect different 
foods each week of the month, 
ending the last week in March 
with Passover food for the 
holidays.  I am working with 
Deborah on a few things, and it 
will be a great program.” 

At Hebrew School, Matthew and 
Brandon Kusnetz will talk to our 
students about how they could 
grow vegetables for food 
pantries.  On March 13, Long 
Island Cares: The Harry Chapin 
Foundation will visit the school 
for hands on-lesson with upper-
grade students. 

Also, each Sunday morning, 
there will be a weekly food 
collection.  Please see the 
calendar for each week’s theme.  
Of course, we always welcome 
donations of any unexpired and 
non-perishable goods. 

M
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Services Schedule  
 
Fri. March 3  Young Family Shabbat Service   6:30 PM 

Erev Shabbat Service     7:30 PM 
 
Sat. March 4  Shabbat Service     10:00 AM 
   Bar Mitzvah Benjamin Shahaf 
 
Fri. March 10  Friday March 10 Musical Erev Shabbat Service  

and Purim Shpiel      7:30 PM 
       

 
Sat. March 11  Torah Study with Rabbi    10:30 AM 
       
Fri. March 17  Erev Shabbat Service    7:30 PM 

Sat. March 18  Shabbat Service     10:00 AM 
   Bar Mitzvah Cooper Gallow 
 
Thurs. March 23 Weekday Service    11:00 AM 
   Bar Mitzvah Justin Goldberg 
 
Fri. March 24  Erev Shabbat Service    7:30 PM 

Sat. March 25  Torah Study with Rabbi    10:30 AM 
 
Fri. March 31  Erev Shabbat Service    7:30 PM 
 
 

 
Congratulations to our Bar Mitzvah Candidates and their families: 

Benjamin Shahaf 
 Son of Aviv Shahaf and Elizabeth Greenfield 
 
Cooper Gallow 
 Son of Neil and Jennifer Gallow 
 
Justin Goldberg 
     Son of Amy and Brian Goldberg 

 
Share your news, stories or memories in The Shofar 

 
Photos are also welcome! 
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Temple Or Elohim, A Community Reform Congregation 

18 Tobie Lane   •   Jericho, NY 11753  •   (516) 433-9888  •  office@templeorelohim.com 
https://orelohim.com 

 
Rabbi Judith Cohen-Rosenberg   Ext. 11 
Cantor David Katz   Ext. 12 
Deborah Tract     Ext. 15 
Director of Lifelong Learning   

Robin Rabinowitz Finance, Facilities Ext. 13 
Goldie Brandl Temple Administrator Ext. 14 
Harvey Abramowitz Rabbi Emeritus   

Executive Committee 

      Mark Natelson, President        

Susan Bloomberg, VP 
Laurel Fried, VP 
Carol Markman, VP   
 

Ira Warshawsky, VP   
David Schwartz, Treasurer 
Roslind Vermut, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Howard Pastolove, Chair 
Jeffrey Schwartz, Secretary 
 Neil Miller, Past President 

 

Board of Trustees 
Amy Adler 
Gary Corn 
Ivan Dolowich 
Anne Edelman 

Doug Ethe-Sayers 
Jessica Gerschitz  
Robin Grossman 
Rebecca Kusnetz 

Susan Levine 
Jami Schultz 
Liz Wolkoff 
 

Deena Yaris 
Jill Zeller 
Sue Zichlin

  

Committee Chairs 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Liaison Amy Adler 
Bylaws Roslind Vermut 
Caring Susan Bloomberg 
Cemetery Plots Cary Markman 
Collections Cary Markman 
Email communications Laurel Fried, Jodi Breslin 
Finance David Schwartz 
Future of the Temple Fund Cary Markman 
Internal Controls Roslind Vermut 
Insurance Ira Warshawsky 
Legal Anne Edelman 
Marketing Laurel Fried, Jeff Schwartz 
Membership Laurel Fried 
Men’s Club Mark Heller, Mark Starr 
Network of Women (NOW) Robin Grossman 

NOW (Sisterhood) Showcase Susan Bloomberg 
Onegs Laurel Fried, Elizabeth Szaluta 
Personnel Roslind Vermut 
Pulpit Ira Warshawsky 
Religious School Jami Schultz, Susan Bloomberg 
Ritual Leonard Gerschitz 
Social Media Robin Grossman 
Shofar Jeff Schwartz, Amy Adler 
Security Ira Warshawsky 
Strategic Planning Susan Bloomberg 
Sunshine Robin Grossman 
Technology Mark Natelson, Jeff Schwartz 
Tree of Life/Wall of Light Toby Suroff 
Yarmulkes Susan Bloomberg  
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Always Available to All Congregants  
 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We offer our prayers of healing and heartfelt thoughts to acknowledge those of us who have 
had an illness or are in need of healing (mind, body and soul).  Please don’t hesitate to contact 
Rabbi Judy, Cantor Katz or our Caring Committee. 
 

Share Your News 
We encourage our members to submit articles, photos and simchas for us to include in The Shofar.   
Also, we would love to include any good news you have to share in our Tell and Kvell section.  Let us know 
of weddings, births, awards, etc.  Please forward information to Goldie: office@templeorelohim.com  

 
Catering  
We can accommodate your celebration: Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Kiddush, Havdalah Service, Luncheon, Wedding, Bris and all 
other types of parties. Shawn and Scott will be happy to help you plan a memorable occasion for your family. 
Please contact Hasson Caterers at (516) 937-0120 or 0121  
 
Sponsor an Oneg 
A special way to celebrate your family’s simcha is by sponsoring a Friday night Oneg.  Your 
sponsorship will be acknowledged in the pamphlet and announced from the Bimah.  You will not only be making a 
wonderful gesture on behalf of your family but will be helping your Temple as well.  Please call Laurel Fried at (516) 794-
0036. 

 
Baskets on the Bimah 
A great way to honor a simcha is by sponsoring a basket on the bimah. 
Proceeds go to assist local needy families.  All congregants can have a basket displayed on the bimah 
for Shabbat by bringing a minimum of $36 to the Temple Office, at least one week in advance. 

 
 
Yarmulkes 
Order yarmulkes for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding at discounted prices from NOW. 
We have a tremendous variety of colors.  Free imprinting in silver or gold for orders of 5 dozen 
or more.  

Please contact: Susan Bloomberg at (516) 639-3982 

 
Satin $23/dozen 
Deluxe Satin $25/dozen 
Suede $35/dozen 
Embossed Suede $37/dozen 

Velvet $30/dozen 
Moire $25/dozen 
Raw Silk $28/dozen
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President’s Column 

he next Town Hall will be held on Wednesday, March 29th at 8 p.m.  After the first one held 
last November we are all looking forward to continuing the conversation with the 
congregation.  

We had tremendous participation at the first Town Hall, and it just confirmed we need to keep 
holding them.  So please save the date.  I encourage you to come if you can, but we will make it 
available on Zoom as well.   

We are kicking off our Torah Restoration project this month.  If you ever wanted to preserve and 
actually write in a Torah, stay tuned and be on the lookout for more emails on the project.  For many it 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity, don’t miss your chance to be part of it. 

As recently communicated by the Rabbi Search Committee, we are looking at various alternatives, since none of the 
candidates that we considered were suitable.   One of the questions asked of prospective Rabbis during the interviews 
were: “What’s your favorite book that pertains to Judaism?”  We heard a lot of good answers and that got me thinking 
about what my answer would be.  

It would take a nanosecond for me to answer that it’s “The Source” by James Michener from 1965.  Why would a book 
written by someone who is not Jewish be “the one”?  I’ve first read it in my early 20’s and came away from it with a 
newfound understanding of what it was like to be Jewish in the times from 9800 BCE to 1948.  

Set at an archaeological dig near a well (water = source of life) in 1963, starting at the bottom level they find an artifact 
and the book tells the story of that time and what the Jewish experience was like in it.  There are 15 levels at the dig, 
and it culminates with the birth of Israel.  I’ve read it a few times over the years, and always see something new in it and 
it is still “the one.”   If you like Jewish history in the form of a novel check it out, both literally and figuratively. 

 

 

T
Mark Natelson 
President 
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Rabbi’s Corner 

ur kick- off event for the Circle of Life Torah Restoration Project is set to begin on 
Sunday April 2 at 10:00 am.  Our Soferet Jill Kaplan’s work is in progress. 

The Ritual Committee has approved changes to our presentation at services of our Mi 
Sheberach and Shiva lists.  Please continue to send your names of people who are in-need of our 
healing prayers.  They will be recited aloud for two consecutive weeks.  After that, if they are still 
in need of our prayers, their names will be published on our Mi Sheberach list which is 
distributed to congregants at services and through email to everyone receiving the weekly 
service bulletin electronically.  I will pray for these individuals silently while Cantor Katz is singing 
the prayer.  You are always welcome to recite a name aloud in the sanctuary or even at home 
while watching the live stream.  I believe that God hears all prayers whether aloud or in our 
hearts. 

Our Kaddish list has been reorganized to reflect the traditional periods of mourning, Shiva, the first, intense week of 
mourning immediately after death and burial, the period of Shloshim, the rest of the month following Shiva and Shana, 

the rest of the year, totaling 11 months.  Shiva and Shloshim 
are mourning periods observed for everyone who has passed 
on.  Shana, meaning year, is a period of mourning traditionally 
reserved for parents and completes a year of mourning.  That 
year is reduced to 11 months because it is said that the souls of 
righteous parents take 11 months of Kaddish to reach Heaven.  
Those without the merit of the righteous require 12 months of 
Kaddish.  No one is going to say they do not consider their 
parents to be righteous, therefore the custom is to recite 

Kaddish for a parent only for 11 months and consider that period Shana. 

In our modern world, there are deaths of loved ones which we mourn in perpetuity and our Temple family joins in that 
mourning.  If there is someone you would like to remember through Kaddish for longer than the traditional period for 
that individual, please discuss it with me privately, so your Temple family can be appropriately supportive. 

I wish you a Happy Purim, a day we celebrate our physical salvation from anti-Semitic persecution.  We will celebrate 
Purim with Megillah reading, a Spiel with a Beatles theme and a Shabbat service on Friday, March 10 at 7:30pm.  Join us 
as well for festivities including crafts, Hamantaschen baking, and the Living Wax Museum presented by our 5th grade 
students on Sunday March 12 beginning at 10 am. 

 

Chag Sameach  

--Rabbi Judy 

 

 O

Our Kaddish list has been reorganized 
to reflect the traditional periods of 

mourning. 

Rabbi Judith Cohen-Rosenberg 



 

7 
 
 

Cantor’s Notes 

 Happy Purim!  This month we celebrate the holiday of Purim with our Purim Shpeil and 
service.  It is one of the most fun and joyous services in our calendar year.  Each year there is 
a theme to our Purim Shpiel.  This year we will be setting the story to the music of.........THE 

BEATLES- Yes that is correct, Judah (John), Ringoleh (Ringo), Joseph  (George) and Pishke ( Paul ) 
will all be here at temple in spirit to help us ring in the Purim holiday with their music!  As well as 
being accompanied by our incredible band Neshama. 

The Shpiel will be happening on Friday March 10, 2023. Please try and make it to this special Shabbat 
service and shpiel.  This is an event and holiday for 
the entire family, young and old.  This is definitely a service you 
don't want to miss! 

Purim the holiday allows for many changes and different takes on 
our services and traditions.  It also is a special holiday in that even 
though we have a great time, there are deeper meanings as to what 
Purim can mean for us.  I found online a wonderful Kabalistic 
explanation of the Spiritual meaning of Purim that I think you will 
find very interesting.  I have put it below.  

I hope all of you can attend this year's Shpiel.  We look forward to seeing you and sharing the holiday together with your 
entire family. 

The Spiritual Meaning of Purim 

Megillat Esther (The Book of Esther) describes forces that unfold in the person. These forces are what a person attaining 

spirituality discovers in connection with the Creator. They manage everything taking place in everyone’s lives, and have 

been given the names Mordechai, Esther, Haman, as well as many others. 

The story of Purim unfolds before the construction of the Second Temple, soon before the Aliyah (ascent) to the land of 

Israel. It depicts the final battle before the final correction (Gmar Tikkun). At this stage, the people of Israel, the 

innermost desire within the person that aspires to spirituality, live calmly and peacefully in the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

Mordechai, the spiritual desire that wants only to adhere to the Creator (the quality of bestowal and love), lived happily 

and the kingdom was at peace. 

The people of Israel represent the majority of the desires that want to go straight to the world’s leader to learn the law 

of the universe (the word “Israel” comes from the words “Yashar Kel” [“straight to God”]). 

Indeed, in the beginning of the story, the narrative suggests that there is something wrong: “There is one nation that is 

scattered among the nations.” This passage can also be read as “There is one desire that is scattered among the 

Continued on the Next Page 

 

T
Cantor David Katz 
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Cantor’s Notes 

Continued from the Previous Page 

desires.” It is this nation, Israel, the desire for spirituality (a desire of bestowal and love), that is supposed to be united  

against all other nations, which are desires for self-gratification. The strength of the desire for spirituality (Israel) comes 

only from its unity, so when it is dispersed, it signifies that the person has not yet fulfilled his destiny, for only the people 

of Israel (the united desire for bestowal and love above all other desires) can lead the other nations (all other desires for 

self-gratification) to the common goal, adhesion with the Creator. 

The evil Haman, who represents the egoistic desires in the person, wants to exploit the situation for personal gain. He 

eventually wants to overthrow the king from his throne. Haman believes that the fact that the people of Israel, the Jews, 

are dispersed testifies to their weakness, confusion and lack of faith. Therefore, he finds the situation to be a rare 

opportunity to eliminate the Jews from the face of the earth, as they are the sole force that stands between him and 

exploiting the Creator. 

What Haman fails to understand, however, is that the Jews are dispersed for a reason: The Jews’ dispersion (i.e. the 

dispersion of the small amount of spiritual desires among the large amount of egoistic desires) is in order for all desires 

to acquire the form of bestowal and love, 

i.e. that spiritual unity comes in integration 

and perfect balance with all desires, and 

not in separation to them. Indeed, we will 

see the truth of it when at the end of the 

story, all people reform. The meaning is 

that all the desires in the person, called 

“people,” accept the spiritual desires that 

leads to confidence and happiness, called 

“Israel.” 

The Israel in a person (the altruistic part) is 

limited. That limitation can only be 

overcome by the evil Haman. That is why 

we need to find the Haman (the egoistic 

part) within us. 

 

 

  

Don’t Miss the Purim Spiel 
on March 10 

Featuring the Beatles!
Judah (John), Ringoleh (Ringo), 

Joseph (George) and Pishke (Paul)
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Religious School  

halom Friends! Is it true?  Is March Madness really returning to Temple Or Elohim, 
ACRC after a 3-year hiatus?  YES!  For the first time in three years our Religious School 
Fundraiser is back!  On March 12, 2023 we will have Family Fun Day to celebrate the 

holiday of Purim, the celebration of bravery and altruism.  

Queen Esther’s Living Wax Museum will take place in person beginning promptly at 10:00 
am.  Come and mingle with our 5th graders as they share their favorite Jewish personality 
with you.  

At 10:30, Krafty Hands of Syosset will bring crafts for every child’s enjoyment.  

Hamantaschen baking is at 12:00 PM.  Come and make the triangular shaped pastry stuffed 
with a filling of your choice.  This delicious baked good represents the three corners of Haman’s hat and the celebration 
of Jewish survival.  The story of Purim commemorates the Jews being saved from persecution.  Esther risks her 
own life along with her Uncle Mordechai’s to save the Jewish people.  Esther stood up for the Jewish people.  She 
symbolizes strength, determination and heroism.  

Come join all the fun!  Breakfast included for everyone! 

Every cent raised supports our Religious School and children! 

Please RSVP by March 6, 2023, and kindly pay online or bring your payment directly to the Temple office. Thank you in 
advance for supporting our Religious School.  

Member Child/ Grandchild-$20 per child.  
Non-Member Child/Grandchild-$30 per child.  
Family Fun Sponsorship: 
Queen Esther-$400(includes 3 child tickets) 
Mordecai-$200(includes 2 child tickets) 
King Ahasuerus-$150(includes one child ticket) 
Vashti-$100 
Haman-$36 
Grogger-$18

March has been designated as Hunger Awareness Month at TOEACRC! 

To kickstart our month of hunger awareness we will have a meaningful service on March 3, 2023, that is filled with 
musical songs, prayer and inspiring words by our Social Action Chair, Susan Levine.  

On March 6 and 14 our Religious School children will meet the fabulous Kusnetz young men, creators of Growing Good.  
Matthew and Brandon have been growing vegetables to donate to local food pantries for several years.  Who wants to 
join their team?  They will work with you and teach you how to grow delicious vegetables!  This is a great Mitzvah. Their 
hard work and efforts help to feed the hungry each and every day.  Kudos to them both.  

Continued on the Next Page 

S
Deborah Tract 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
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Religious School  

(Continued from the Previous Page) 

March 13, 2023, Long Island Cares, Harry Chapin-The Harry Chapin Foundation will visit our school for a hands on lesson 
with our upper grades children.  

Each week we will be earmarked for a different item that will be collected for distribution to the hungry.  

March 3 - when you attend Shabbat Service, please bring All varieties of Canned Goods  

March 6 - Condiments: Honey, salad dressing, Mustard, Ketchup, Mayo, Oil & Vinegar  

March 13 - Boxed Cereal, Hot Cereal  

March 20 - Soups & Beans 

March 27 - Passover Items 

All donations must be NON-EXPIRED.  Please check the dates.  Thank you all for your generosity.  

Save the date for Sunday, April 30, 2023.  Israel turns 75 and we will celebrate with entertainment, food, crafts and 
more.  Fun for the entire family!  Hope to see you all!  

Am Y’ Israel Chai! 

B’Shalom,  
Deborah Tract 

Director of Lifelong Learning  
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Network of Women (NOW) 
 
 very fiscal year I “take off” 2 nonconsecutive months.  February was one of those months.  
Not much to report, but at the time of writing the March issue I want to share with you the 
thoughts of Emily Perl Kingsley who is the mother of a differently abled child.  It is called 

Welcome to Holland.   

I am often asked to describe the experience of raising a child with a disability - to try to help people 
who have not shared that unique experience to understand it, to imagine how it would feel.  

It's like this......  

When you're going to have a baby, it's like planning a fabulous vacation trip - to Italy. You buy a bunch of guidebooks 
and make your wonderful plans. The Coliseum. The Michelangelo David. The gondolas in Venice. You may learn some 
handy phrases in Italian. It's all very exciting. 

After months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You pack your 
bags and off you go. Several hours later, the plane lands. The flight 
attendant comes in and says, "Welcome to Holland."  

"Holland?!?" you say. "What do you mean Holland?? I signed up for 
Italy! I'm supposed to be in Italy. All my life I've dreamed of going to 
Italy."  

But there's been a change in the flight plan. They've landed in Holland 
and there you must stay. 

The important thing is that they haven't taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy place, full of pestilence, famine and 
disease. It's just a different place.  

So, you must go out and buy new guidebooks. And you must learn a whole new language. And you will meet a whole 
new group of people you would never have met. 

It's just a different place. It's slower paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy. But after you've been there for a while and 
you catch your breath, you look around.... and you begin to notice that Holland has windmills....and Holland has tulips. 
Holland even has Rembrandts.  

But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy... and they're all bragging about what a wonderful time they 
had there. And for the rest of your life, you will say "Yes, that's where I was supposed to go. That's what I had planned."  

And the pain of that will never, ever, ever, ever go away... because the loss of that dream is a very, very significant loss.  

But... if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy the very 
special, the very lovely things ... about Holland. 

I personally do not have first-hand knowledge nor have the first-hand experience that one of my two sisters from 
another mother has, but I have been around her and her family for the past 40 years.  Recently their 26-year-old 
daughter passed away from covid related symptoms.  I must state that she had many underlying conditions and 
disabilities.  But the 26-year-old story is heartbreaking, even more heartbreaking than the story you just read above. 
Continued on the Next Page 

E

If you spend your life 
mourning the fact that 
you didn't get to Italy, 
you may never be free to 
enjoy the very special, 
the very lovely things… 
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NOW 

Continued From Previous Page 
Holland is what they knew, lived and breathed.  Today they start a new normal.   I share in their journey: All the good, all 
the bad.   
My family and all that came in contact with this family has learned so much from this nonverbal, almost non-functioning 
child.  She gave to this world more than anyone would realize, patience, unconditional love, understanding, acceptance, 
inclusivity, friendship, empathy.  All beautiful things that can be felt within our hearts.  She radiated what her parents 
gave her.  No one knows what another is going through behind closed doors.  We, as individuals, must treat each other 
with patience, kindness, empathy, understanding, friendship, inclusivity, and love.  Rebecca you will be missed and loved 

forever, and your parents embark on their journey home from Holland. գդե 

NOW for the News: 
 Our Shalach Manot fundraiser comes to a close March 5.  Please order ASAP.  Details on the flyer (keep 

scrolling!).  Shalach Manot is a mitzvah!  Send delicious portions to your friends and family.  If you ordered or 
are a recipient of Shalach Manot you will be notified, and your pick-up date will be Sunday March 12 at 11 AM at 
the temple.  Reminder…You should be receiving your Mah Jongg cards in the mail by late March/early April. 

 Canasta lessons are very popular, and we continue to offer them throughout the year.  We require 10 
participants to effectively run each class. (See flyer at the end of the Shofar) 

 Passover Wine Tasting/Sale will be on March 30 and March 31 from 3 pm-6 pm at NOBEL Wine and Spirits 
located at 503 N. Broadway in Jericho (Marshalls/Whole Foods Shopping Center but closer to Marshalls).   A 
portion of all sales will ultimately benefit the temple.  Every Passover table needs Kosher for Passover wine!!!  At 
the time of this publication all we know is that there will be different price points and a varied selection.  Please 
bring the flyer with you on dates of purchase (The fundraiser will start on March 30 and end on April 13.  You 
can purchase anything during that time, and we will get the credit).  See flyer at the end of the Shofar. 

 Theater Event:  West Side Story at the Argyle Theater in Babylon.  These ticket prices are less than you can get 
even with a discount code.  All seats are in the orchestra.  See flyer at the end of the Shofar. 

 March 20 is our monthly meeting at 7:30 PM. 
 March 27 our Book Club discussion will be on The Matchmaker’s Gift by Lynda Cohen Loigman. 

Cheers to you! 

--Robin Grossman. President of N.O.W 
 Handson64@aol.com 

FYI N.O.W.  

By Barbara Ruvin 

If you are looking to save some money, these two tips will help: 

1. Cars with low mileage each year under 7,500 (ex. Allstate) offer lower insurance rates.  I suggest a phone call to 
see if your car insurance company will let you qualify for lower rates.  Different companies may have different 
requirements. 

2. Tax reduction companies in Nassau County often charge a 50% free for money saved on your taxes.  I have been 
with a company many years and I called and requested a change of 40% for them and 60% for me.  They agreed. 
I suggest people call and see if their company will do the same for you.  
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Men’s Club 

Winter season is in the homestretch.  It’s been a milder than normal season thus far and we 
look forward to spring with more outdoor activities planned for our club membership to 
enjoy. 

We had a quiet month in February, typical of past years’, due to anticipated winter weather.  
March looks to be more active for the Club as winter wanes. 

There are some upcoming events on the calendar for the next few months in 2023. 

These include: 

 Men’s Club Meetings at 7:30pm on Tuesday, March 14th and April 4th at the Temple, or via Zoom. 
 Walk in the Park, Sunday March 19th, weather permitting.  Place and meeting time TBD. 
 Come join us at a monthly meeting or join us at an event.  There will be more events planned and more chances 

to meet our members as the spring thaw continues and we get out to take advantage of what our area has to 
offer.   

Please stay safe this upcoming spring! 

--Mark Starr, Men’s Club co-president 

 

 

Social Action 

e hope you can join us on Friday, March 3 for our Hunger Awareness Shabbat. 
Please bring non-perishable food items such as soup, oatmeal, tea/coffee, pasta, and 
any other food items you enjoy eating during the winter months.  We will also gladly 

accept paper goods and cleaning supplies.  Thank you. 

 
Susan Levine, 

Chair, Social Action Committee  
Susanlevine318@gmail.com  

Alan Levine, President, Hatziliu Rescue Organization 
alevine@photoreporter.com 

 

 

 

W

Mark Starr 
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March Birthdays 

1 Evan Damast 
1 Spencer Moore 
1 Mary Ann Schwartz 
1 Jonathan Spivak 
1 Jonathan Wiener 
3 Gavin Baeringer 
3 Caitlyn Schultz 
4 Jason Senzon 
4 Natalie Sklar 
5 Justin Goldberg 
5 Adam Everard  Wactlar 
7 Samantha Etess 
7 Jeffrey Getelman 
7 Amy Kotowitz 
8 David Kislik 
8 Danielle Minkoff 
9 Glen Rosenberg 
10 Maddox Felsen 
10 Amy Goldberg 
11 Richard Jankowitz 
11 Marilyn Kellman 
11 Ilyssa Pastolove 
11 Mark Starr 

12 Rose Bruy 
12 Christine Katz 
12 Andrew Minkoff 
12 William Savarino 
13 Joshua Graham 
13 Paige Hutner 
14 Mark Sklar 
14 Sam Tract 
15 Janie Siegel 
16 Abigail Katz 
16 Vanessa Katz 
16 Steven Peller 
16 Roslind Vermut 
17 Pat Tulchin 
18 Paul Kazan 
18 Susan Levine 
18 Jamie Maldow 
19 Andrew Sommer 
20 Hanna Bruy 
20 Andrea Kislik 
21 Eli Ginsburg 
21 Sharyn Levine 
22 Ernest Mednick 

23 Alison Beller 
23 Chase Brodsky 
23 Michelle Weiss 
24 Eric Battino 
24 Abe Milstein 
26 Sandra Simon 
26 Donna Wolff 
28 Stephanie Lerner 
29 Meredith Epstein 
29 Jacob Lefkowitz 
29 Steven Ross 
30 Kyle Corey 
30 Lee Jacobson 
30 Larry Menkes 
31 Kimberly Ballen 
31 Neal Cohen 
31 Daniel Glickman 
31 Erica Lauren Ross 
31 Darien Schultz 
31 Brian Schwartz 
 

 
 

March Anniversaries 

 
 

10  Evan & Allison Damast 
23  Michael & Bonnie Siegel 

29  Mark Osnowitz & Joan Ritter 
30  Laurence & Elaine Doctors 

31  Dennis & Karen Blinder 



 

15 
 
 

 
Torah Portions 
 

March 4, Tetzaveh, Exodus 27:20-30:10  
Moses receives instructions for kindling the sanctuary’s eternal light, the ner tamid. This text is the 
origin for the eternal light that appears in most Jewish sanctuaries, including our own. Aaron and his 
sons are introduced as priests and the Israelites are asked to create for them sacred vestments to 
wear while performing their duties in and around the tabernacle. The priests are ordained through a 
ritual ceremony that includes sacrifice.  

 
March 11, Ki Tisa, Exodus 30:11-34:35 
This Torah portion begins discussing the creation of the Sanctuary. Israelites are asked to contribute a half shekel of silver 
to create it. God places “wise hearted” artisans Betzalel and Oholiav in charge of the Sanctuary’s construction. The Torah 
portion then switches abruptly to Moses, who did not return from Mt. Sinai quickly enough for the anxious Israelites. They 
create a golden calf and begin to worship it. Upon seeing the Israelites dancing to an idol, a distressed Moses breaks the 
tablets containing the Ten Commandments. After begging for God’s forgiveness Moses receives the Ten Commandments 
once more.  
 
March 18, Vayakhail / Pekudei, Exodus 35:1-40:38 
This portion tells of the plans and details concerning the building of Israel’s first house of worship. This all takes place in 
the Wilderness of Sinai as the people progress on their long march to the Promised Land. A voluntary contribution 
campaign system is set up by Moses and the people give generously, funds about which much speculation became 
centered. 
An accounting is made of the gold, silver and copper donated by the people for the making of the Mishkan.  Betzalel, 
Oholiab and their assistants make the eight priestly garments – the apron, breastplate, cloak, crown, hat, tunic, sash and 
breeches – according to the specifications communicated to Moses in the Parshah of Tetzaveh.  The Mishkan is completed 
and all its components are brought to Moses, who erects it and anoints it with the holy anointing oil, and initiates Aaron 
and his four sons into the priesthood.  A cloud appears over the Mishkan, signifying the Divine Presence that has come to 
dwell within it. 
  
March 25, Vayikra, Leviticus 1:1-5:26 
This first Torah portion from the book of Leviticus focuses around the sacred offerings at the Sanctuary. It describes 
animal and meal sacrifices the people offer on the altar. These include an ascending offering, a meal offering, a peace 
offering, a sin offering and a guilt offering.  
 

We sorrowfully mourn the passing of: 
 
 Scott Wolfson 

                Son of Sheldon and Matilda Wolfson 
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Yahrzeits 
 
Week of March 4 
Arlene Abrams, Harold Abrams, Yetta Auerbach, Helen Band, Raphael Battino, 
Belle Becker, Leon Blick, Ida Blumenson, Samuel Blumenson, Sidney Blumenthal, 
Henrietta Bohrer, John Brady, Robert Cohan, Shirley Dratler, David Eisenger, 
Martha Fagen, Regina Franco, Benjamin Freedman, Estelle Friedman, Joseph 
Ghidaleson, Natalie Gold, Jacob Goldberg, Lillian Goldberg, Irwin Goldstein, 
Herbert Grayson, Louis Halpern, Harry Held, Adolph Hersh, Stuart Jay Hurwitch, 
Abraham Jaret, Ben Kanter, Beatrice Kaplan, Ida Karlinsky, Albert Katz, Hanna 
Kirschbaum, Florence Leibenson, Elaine Levy, Harry Lewis, Sylvan Lissauer, Robert 
Lobell, Jacob Mermelstein, Norbert Neumann, David Newman, Elliot Newman, 
Phyllis Newman, Charles Panzer, Lillian (Libby) Piken, Helen Potashnick, Herman Resnick, Joseph Rosenberg, Richard 
Rosmarin, Bertha Ruff, Saul Sachs, Beatrice Saltz, Gloria Schechterman, Marta Schlachet, Jack Schreiber, Simon Schubert, 
Jack Walter Siegel, Stanley Strauss, Clara Trichlinger, Emil Winzelberg, Alfred Wolfner, Annette Woliner, Joseph Ziporkes 
 
Week of March 11 
Sam Adler, Dick Baker, Gussie Belkin, Barry Berger, Sylvia Blum, Irwin Cohen, Murray Dichek, Esther Epstein, Sylvia 
Feinstein, Molly Finkelstein, Edward Flax, Abraham Fox, Ronald Frankel, Morris Garelick, Shirley Gelber, Edith 
Ghidaleson, Stewart Gluck, Pearl Harnett, Martin Heyman, Lucille Jacobs, Robert Keener, Rose Kellman, Rena Latman, 
William Latman, Molly Levine, Gilda Levy Seymour Levy, Patricia McPadden, Abraham Menzin, Abraham Minchenberg, 
Eva Miot, Frances Helen Moed, Matthew Mogavero, Otto Napell, William Newman, Joseph Novak, Bernard Praga, 
Samuel Prussoff, Samuel Rodin, Sol Rome, Esther Roseman, Helen Rosmarin, Anna Schottland, Rebecca Seiden, Murray 
Sohmer, Rose Tabacoff, Carol Temple, Harriet Ungar, Gloria Wasserman 
 
Week of March 18 
Bertha Adler, Stephen Bearak, Marion Blum, George Butensky, Molly Cash, Rose Chafetz, Julius Citron, Herman Nathan 
Cohen, Sylvia Colen, Isidore Ehrlich, Charles Ettinger, Fay Fink, Pearl Glickman, Adam Daniel Goldblatt, Mollie Goldis, 
Albert Goldman, Sheldon Gordon, Abraham Grosman, David Seth Hauptman, Fannie Herman, Nat Hewitt, Ida Hill, 
Charles Horowitz, David Horowitz, Arlene Hughes, Vivian Jacobs, Arleen Kaye, Louis Kessler, Julie Kline, Seymour Lanton, 
Willi Leopold, Louis Lerner, Selma Minkoff, Celia Mitchell, Ida Pinsker, Samuel Pinto, Bessie Pokorny, Noima Rabunski, 
Sherman Scheinthal, Kenneth Schirmer, Michael Schneider, Dora Schwartz, Herbert Schwartz, Harry Shopsin, David 
Silver, Bessie Singer, Robert Stern, Morris Susser, Ruth Teichholz, Bertha Theodore, Joseph Wapnick, Alfred Wertheim, 
Martin Wolkoff 
 
Week of March 25 
Max Ballet, Sherry Cohen, Larry Cooper, Hyman Edelman, Bernard Feldman, Philip Fine, Isidore Finkelstein, Walter 
Frankl, Nancy Gelbien, Eva Gilman, Louis Ginsberg, Alex Hantman, Joel Horowitz, Sol Isserles, Gertrude Jacobs, Babette 
Kaye, Harriet Kaye, Sarah Kohler, Jack Lamel, Mark Levine, Bea Lurie, Patricia Mallamud, Abraham Maran, Evelyn 
Michaels, Hyman Muskin, Samuel Peters, Abraham Pokorny, Jeanette Rauch, Solomon Rauch, Frank Reichenthal, Molly 
Richberg, Rita Room, Arthur Rosenberg, Anna Rumaker, Judy Scheman, Bertha Selen, Thelma Stuppler, David Szaluta, 
Marian Wander, Irving Weiner, Sylvia Weisbrod, Abraham Weiss, Jack Weissman, Paul Wolkoff, Selma Zins Schacker 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Goldie Brandl & Family 
 Finally the babies have their Hebrew names! 
 
CARING COMMITTEE 
Laurel Fried 
 In memory of Alexander Schubert 
 
PRINCIPAL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Susan and Mitchell Bloomberg 
 In celebration of Brandon Kusnetz’s Bar Mitzvah 
Elizabeth and Steph Holbreich 
 In celebration of Brandon Kusnetz’s Bar Mitzvah 
 
HONORIAL AND MEMORIAL 
Amy and Paul Adler 
 In loving memory of Rita Rosenstein 
Richard and Iris Battino 
 In loving memory of Raphael Battino 
Marilyn Bertan 
 In loving memory of Howard Bertan 
Steven and Wendy Blidner 
 In loving memory of Robert Cohan 
Elyce and Ron Burger 
 In loving memory of Bruce Unger 
 In loving memory of Mortimer Burger 
Bob and Jill Feinman 
 In loving memory of Harriet Ungar 
Eileen Flax 
 In loving memory of Edward Flax 
 In loving memory of Douglas Flax 
Albert Franco 
 In loving memory of Regina Franco 
Bonnie and David Garfinkel 
 In loving memory of Mary Polatnick 
Gale Gluck 
 In loving memory of Saul Sachs and Stewart 
Gluck 
Pam Goldberg 

 In loving memory of Joseph Jackman 
Marcie Eve Gottlieb 
 In loving memory of Abraham Gottlieb 
Barbara and Tilden Halpern 
 In loving memory of Ruth Halpern 
Arlene Isserles 
 In loving memory of Pauline Serota 
Sharyn Levine and Harry Woodrow 
 In loving memory of Jack Uretsky 
 In loving memory of Abraham Levine 
Alan and Kathleen Lissauer 
 In loving memory of Ruth Tobias 
 In loving memory of Sylvan Lissauer 
Beverly Lobel 
 In loving memory of Herbert Koenigsberg 
Larry Loewy 
 In loving memory of Estelle Friedman 
Ken and Marcine Marcus 
 In loving memory of Laura Wasserman 
Arlene Marder 
 In loving memory of Lorraine Yager 
Ann and David Middleman 
 In loving memory of Dorothy Singer 
 In loving memory of Richard Rosmarin 
Bertram Mitchel 
 In loving memory of Arlene Mitchel 
Howard and Debra Pastolove 
 In loving memory of Tracy Naviasky 
Hetti and Robert Perlmutter 
 In loving memory of Marta Schlachet 
Mark Potashnick 
 In loving memory of Helen Potashnick 
Bill and Ruth Robeson 
 In loving memory of Peter Rosenberg 
Steven and Marilynn Rose 
 In loving memory of Edward Rose 
Miriam J. Rosen 
 In loving memory of Sylvia Rosen 

(Continued on the Next Page) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
(Continued From the Previous Page) 
Ronald Schubert 
 In loving memory of Barbara Schubert 
 In loving memory of Simon Schubert 
Boris and Natalie Sklar 
 In loving memory of Celia Sklar 
Susan and Howard Strauss 
 In loving memory of Natalie Gold 
David and Alyse Wayne 
 In loving memory of Lowell Wayne 
Harvey and Deena Yaris 
 In loving memory of Charles Wisotsky 
                 
MARVIN DUBIN CHILDREN’S LIBRARY FUND 
Evy Heilweil and Family 
 In memory of Rebecca Goldstein 
 
FOOD BASKETS 
Aviv Shahaf and Elizabeth Greenfield 
 In celebration of Benjamin’s Bar Mitzvah 
 
GENERAL CONTRIBUTION 
Bonnie and David Garfinkel 
 In memory of Estelle Landy 
 In memory of Marty Weitz 
 In memory of Bernard Baron 
Janice Strell 
 In loving memory of Len Saltz 
 
SPONSORED ONEG 
Rebecca and Stephen Kusnetz 
 In celebration of Brandon’s Bar Mitzvah 
Mark and Leslie Rosner 

 
Miriam J. Rosen 
 In loving memory of Robert Jedeikin 
Sheila Rosenberg 
 In loving memory of Mark Rosenberg 
Mark and Leslie Rosner 
 In loving memory of Kurt Rosner 

Amy Schleien 
 In loving memory of Evelyn Sherman 
Areyana Schmitt 
 In loving memory of Joel Eskin 
Mary Ann and David Schwartz 
 In loving memory of Dorothy Schwartz 
 In loving memory of Harry Schwartz 
Jeff Seltzer 
 In loving memory of Bernard Seltzer 
 In loving memory of Isadore Seltzer 
Andrea and Jonathan Smith 
 In loving memory of Sylvia Smith 
Frances Trager Jackson 
 In loving memory of Neil A. Ostrow 
Ira Warshawsky 
 In loving memory of David Warshawsky 
Edward and Janet Weintraub 
 In loving memory of Shirley Weintraub 
Leslie Weintraub 
 In loving memory of Anna Weintraub 
Sona and Alan Yaglom 
 In loving memory of Harold Bisom 
 In loving memory of Rose Yaglom 
Deena and Harvey Yaris 
 In loving memory of Paul Yaris  
 In loving memory of Molly Yaris 
 
FLORY WARSHAWSKY MEMORIAL FUND 
Ira Warshawsky 
 In loving memory of Selma Warshawsky 
                 
 FOOD BASKETS 
Dean, Arion, Rifka Carlota and Gabriela Hart 
 In celebration of Rifka Carlota’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
LIBRARY RESTORATION FUND 
Barbara Feinstein 
 In honor and memory of Sidney Eisenberg 

(Continued on the Next Page) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
(Continued From the Previous Page) 
 
GENERAL CONTRIBUTION 
IN MEMORY OF BOB MARKMAN 
Judith Beckman 
Scott and Barbara Cooper 
Gary and Jeanie Corn 
Janice Strell  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Arlene Isserles 
 In memory of Len Saltz 
Cary Markman 
 In memory of Alexandra Schubert, 
granddaughter of Ron Schubert 
 
Janet Weinberg 
 In memory of Len Saltz 
 
SPONSORED ONEG 
Rabbi Search Committee in honor of Rabbi Melody  
Laurel and Mark Fried in memory of Kurt Gluckselig 
 
Dean and Gabriela Hart 
 In celebration of Rifka Carlota’s Bat Mitzvah 
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Welcome 

Welcome to all NEW Temple Or Elohim A 
Community Reform Congregation 
members.  Did you know that your first year’s 
dues for Men’s Club and NOW (Sisterhood) are 
on the house?  Take advantage and join us via a 
zoom or in-person meeting (weather 
permitting).  Help us shape the organization!  
“LIKE” us on Facebook, read all about us in the 
SHOFAR and find out what’s happening via 
email blasts! 

Shofar Advertising Rates 
based on 1 year: 
Business Card Size   $150 
¼ Page   $250 
½ Page   $500 
Full Page   $1,000 

All Shofar submissions 
must be emailed 
To Amy Adler at 
asa425@gmail.com 
by the 7th of the prior 
month. 
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       PLEASE check our website at orelohim.com for updated calendar information. 
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Minutes From the Temple’s January 24, 2022 Board of Trustees Meeting 

Approved on March 1, 2022 

 
 

 
 

Attendees: Mark Natelson, Jessica Gerschitz, Robin Grossman, Ira Warshawsky, Gary Corn, Laurel Fried, Sue Zichlin, Jami 
Schultz, Roz Vermut, Doug Ethe-Sayers, Cary Markman, Barbara Feinstein, Liz Wolkoff, David Schwartz, Jeff Schwartz, 
Susan Bloomberg, Rebecca Kusnetz, Neil Miller, Jill Zeller, Deena Yaris, Ivan Dolowich, Susan Levine, Howard Pastolove, 
Susan Levine, Gary Topple, Phil Rubin, Amy Adler 
 
Absent: Anne Edelman  
 
Clergy/Staff: Rabbi Judith Cohen-Rosenberg, Cantor David Katz, Deborah Tract  
 
Approval of Minutes and Closed Session Minutes from the December Meeting  
Motions to approve minutes from the December meeting carried. 
Motions to approve minutes from the closed session of the December meeting carried. 
 
Nominating Committee: Gary Corn 
The committee has nominated Cary Markman as VP of the executive committee. The board voted to approve the 
nomination as put forward. 
  
Rabbi’s Report: Rabbi Judy 

 We should take the following words that are part of the wedding ceremony into our hearts in how we relate to 
one another: Ahava (love), Achava (brotherhood), Shalom (peace), Re’ut (friendship). Let’s remember those four 
words and values in our deliberations. Amen.  

 Attended a Martin Luther King, Jr. community program through the Interfaith Clergy Association of Jericho, 
Syosset and Woodbury, held at North Shore Synagogue on Jan. 15. Participated in an anti-racist program for 
children, where we talked about similarities and differences about Martin Luther King Junior’s dream. 

 Led a lunch-and-learn session for seniors at the Mid Island JCC.  
  
Cantor’s Report: Cantor David Katz   

 On Feb. 3 we will hold our Sephardic all Sephardic music service  
 Band will perform on Feb. 17 
 Trying to get the choir going again. 
 Purim is coming up, and the theme is officially a Beatles forum. 

  
  



 

34 
 
 

  
School Report: Deborah Tract   

 We will hold our school fundraiser on Mar. 12 with a Purim program, and sponsorships are available.  
 Working with Susan Levine to bring Hunger Awareness Month to the temple, which also consists of a food drive 

for Passover.  
 On Mar. 13, LI Cares -The Harry Chapin Food Bank will visit our school and lead an interactive program with our 

older students. The Kusnetz boys (Mathew and Brandon) will also visit our school to share with our students the 
importance of growing vegetables for food pantries.  

 On March 12 prior to Purim Family Fun Day is the Madame Esther’s 5th Grade Living Wax Museum at 10am. 
 Mark Apr. 30, 3–6 pm to celebrate Israel’s 75th anniversary with food, entertainment and crafts.  

 
Submitted Reports 
 
President’s Report (Mark) 

 The Rabbi Search Committee brought in our first potential Rabbi to spend a weekend with us. The committee 
has started to explore contingency plans if we don’t find a Rabbi. This effort will run in parallel with the 
committee while they interview candidates. 

 Our Kol Nidre appeal ended on Dec. 31, 2022, and we were just shy of our goal of $150,000. I want to thank 
everyone for their generosity. 

 Torah Restoration Campaign will kick off shortly. 
  
Future of the Temple (Cary) 
The committee meets with our financial advisors Alan Kleinberg and Michael Lenzo of Captrust, after the end of each 
calendar quarter. The most recent meeting was held on Jan. 17, 2023. The portfolio is performing better than the 
benchmark indexes. As of Dec. 31, 2022, the portfolio consisted of cash 3.67%, fixed income at 64.1%, US equities of 
24.65% and international equities at 7.68%. We are more heavily in fixed income because Captrust lowered equity 
exposure in December. Given the potential range of outcomes in the economy/market, our advisors at Captrust are 
currently being extra cautious for the time being.   
  
Rabbi Search (Laurel) 
Rabbi Melody’s Visit: The committee wants to thank everyone for attending dinners, services or zooms. As a committee, 
we have decided not to pursue Rabbi Melody further. She has been notified of our decision. Some of the organizational 
hiccups have also been reviewed. A survey was sent to the congregation for them to complete after the site visit, which 
will be distributed in person at future site visits and modified beforehand. Otherwise- we are still considering two other 
candidates. Once again, we will have them come in for a site visit if appropriate. The date would be the weekend of Feb. 
10 as of now. If neither candidate works out, the contingencies must be further discussed. 
 
Onegs (Laurel)  
The price of Onegs is being raised to $225 due to increased food prices. 
 
Website Design (Laurel) 
We are currently waiting for a proposed home page from our designer. 
 
Shabbat Under the Stars (Laurel) 
Scheduled for Sept. 8, 2023. Hopefully, we will have a BBQ again. 
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Membership (Laurel) 
We have one new family with two young children. We will reach out to past members soon and schedule a new member 
brunch and/or Service this Spring. 
 
Library Renovation Project (Robin) 
I met with three other contractors, all ranging in price from $27,000 to $4,500 for the same items. One contractor 
recommended painting most (not all) the wood to freshen everything up and modernize it. Still working on colors for the 
floor; however, if we go the painting route, it will change our direction. Rich stated he could rip up and install the 
flooring for $1500. The old name plaques of former presidents of legacy CRT: Gary Corn is looking into having them 
mounted. The placement of this particular board is still up in the air. Originally thought maybe by the mosaic doors. 
There are two mounts on the wall to the right of the boutique.  

Possibly move those to another location and use that space to hang both legacy temples’ past presidents’ boards.  

 
NOW (Robin) 
Various events are outlined in the attached flyers. A few are fundraisers. Please support us if you can! Super Bowl boxes 
are still available. Think of Sid Eisenberg as this was one of the fundraisers he helped and truly enjoyed (and gave me lots 
of advice!!). 

Tickets to West Side Story are also available. If you’d like a spot to learn the use of the AED and CPR, please see Sue 
Zichlin as she is coordinating this year. There is no meeting in February. 

 
Men’s Club (Mark Starr) 
Men’s Club dinner took place last week. Nothing planned for February except monthly meeting Feb. 7.  
 
Sunshine (Robin) 
I apologize, but I did not write down who I sent cards to!   
 
Social Action (Susan Levine) 
Over two dozen volunteers gathered at the temple on Christmas morning to collect and prepare the meals for delivery. 
The volunteers made deliveries to firehouses, two police departments, two veterinarians and an urgent care facility. 
Also, for the first time, this year we reached out to Jericho Cares, which provides temporary housing in nearby motels, 
and arranged a meal delivery, thanks to liaison Jill Citron.  

This month, we are reminding congregants that Shoprite’s “Can-Can” sale is still going on and it’s a good opportunity to 
help our local food pantries that are in need.  

 
 
Open session portion of the meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm. Minutes recorded and prepared by Jeff Schwartz, 
secretary.  

 


