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MRS. WINTERBOURNE

PRODUCTION INFORMATION

Connie Doyle’s luck has run out.

Homeless, penniless and pregnant, Connie leaves a man who doesn’t love her and
a city that doesn’t want her and boards the wrong train headed for the wrong city. But on
this night, on these tracks, Connie’s life is going to change forever.

A Cinderella comedy about mistaken identity and misdirected love, Mrs.
Winterbourne stars Academy Award®-winner Shirley MacLaine, Ricki Lake, Brendan
_ Fraser, Miguel Sandoval and Loren Dean. A TriStar Pictures presentation of an A&M
Films production, Mrs. Winterbourne is directed by Richard Benjamin from a screenplay
by Phoef Sutton and Lisa-Maria Radano, and is based upon the novel I Married a Dead
Man by Cornell Woolrich. Dale Pollock, Ross Canter and Oren Koules are the
producers. Patrick Palmer is the executive producer. Music is by Patrick Doyle.

“I always like stories that have to do with fate -- you make a left turn instead of a
right turn and your life changes forever,” comments director Richard Benjamin. “I am
drawn to the serendipity of those situations.”

Ricki Lake adds: “Connie finds herself in a set of circumstances in which she has

to pretend to be somebody she’s clearly not. She meets the man of her dreams, and the
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family of her dreams, but the dilemma is that to keep them she has to keep lying to them

about who and what she is.”

“Mrs. Winterbourne is a story of destiny,” comments MacLainé. “It was meant to
be that this woman would end up with this family, with this wealth. She’s homeless,
she’s alone and destitute in the world, but she ends up with an extraordinarily
comfortable life.”

At the beginning of the tale, Connie Doyle is a Jersey girl moving to New York
City to find her fortune. “She’s a runaway from New Jersey, but in New York, she’s
homeless and very vulnerable, qualities which are naturally attractive to Steve,” explains
Loren Dean, who plays con man Steve DeCunzo. “Steve meets Connie at a diner, picks -
up on her, and lets her move in with him, never expecting for her to get pregnant. So,
when it happens, he naturally denies that he’s the father.”

Alone and destitute, Connie seeks refuge in Grand Central station and mistakenly
boards a passenger train instead of a subway car. “She’s a little disoriented and
mistakenly ends up on a train headed for Boston,” says producer Dale Pollock. “That’s
where she meets the other pregnant woman on the train, Patricia Winterbourne (played by
Susan Haskell), who is on her way to meet her wealthy in-laws for the first time.”

The wheel of fortune turns and the train derails, killing both Patricia and her
husband Hugh (Brendan Fraser). Connie wakes up eight days later with a newborn son
and a new identity. “The next thing she knows she’s being bundled up to the
Winterbourne Mansion in Marblehead, Massachusetts where her ‘new family’ is waiting

for her,” says Pollock, “and, try as she might to explain who she really is, no one is

willing to listen.”
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The surviving grandson and daughter-in-law immediately become the focus of
Grace Winterbourne’s (Shirley MacLaine) life, easing the pain from the loss of her son.
“Connie’s an imposter who is posing as Patricia and Grace doesn’t know it, but she
grows to love Connie so much that it doesn’t matter,” MacLaine notes. “Grace has two
sons. Hugh, the son she did like, has died, and then there’s Bill, the one she doesn’t like
very much. She has never had a daughter, but always wanted one in her life, and this girl
fulfills that dream.”

For Connie, winning over the surviving twin, Bill, proves more daunting. “Bill,
the son of a conservative banker, has been given the unenviable task of running the
family business,” says Brendan Fraser, who plays both brothers. “His twin brother,
Hugh, who’s been the playboy that Bill never really was, has been away from the family
- for more than a few years and has left all the responsibility on Bill’s shoulders.
Consequently, Bill has spent too much time thinking about how miserable he is with his
life until he meets Connie, and then everything gets turned on its heels. She represents
everything that he wants but would never expect to get.”

Everyone in the household notices the effect Connie has on Bill. “Grace sees the
son she doesn’t particularly like come to life because of Connie,” notes MacLaine.
“That’s enough for her to decide that she must have this girl in her life forever, and of
course, Connie has a son which Grace believes is her own grandson, and she won’t let go
of that ‘for the world.”

“Grace is a wonderful, spunky woman with major chutzpa,” adds Lake. “She has

never had a daughter and has had her share of tragedies, so Connie and her baby are a
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chance for her to feel hope in spite of Hugh’s death. Wanting to love Connie blinds her
in a way, but it also helps her to cope with her great loss.”

Miguel Sandoval portrays the Cuban-born butler, Paco. In addition to his duties
as Grace’s faithful companion, Paco assumes the role of matchmaker. “He was the one
who taught the boys to dance,” Fraser says. “And he pushes Bill and Connie together to
literally tango their way into each other’s hearts. And it works. They’re a mismatched
couple but they bring out the best in each other.”

“Despite the fact that she’s trying to be honest at the same time that she’s
perpetuating a fraud, Connie ends up having her dream,” MacLaine says. “The deeper in
she gets, the more she can’t leave, the more caught up in her own emotional attachments
she becomes. And yet, in the end, she still manages to create her own eloquent destiny.”

Connie is at the happiest moment of her life on the eve of her wedding to Bill.
“Everything is going as well as it could possibly go,” says Pollock. “Bill has proposed,
the wedding invitations have gone out, the cake has been chosen ... and then Steve
reappears. He literally cuts in on her and Bill dancing and threatens to bring everything
down in ruins.”

The intrusion of her old life threatens to destroy Connie’s new-found and hard-
won happiness, but she’s not willing to let it go without a fight. “Connie’s a survivor,”
says Benjamin. “With everything that’s been dealt her, she still brings something to the

Winterbournes that they haven’t had -- a real, pure heart. That’s what makes the two

worlds go together.”



Mrs. Winterbourne Production Information ... Page 5

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

The book I Married a Dead Man first caught the interest of producer Dale Pollock
in 1987 and he snapped it up. “I saw it as a great mistaken identity story, as well as a
wonderful mother-daughter story,” says Pollock. “But not the traditional kind. What I
love about this story is that it’s not the traditional kind of anything.” The original had a
melodramatic, film noir quality to it.

Pollock spent three years developing the script with writer Lisa-Maria Radano
and, in 1991, took the project to TriStar Pictures. Pollock felt that the book had great
comedic and romantic potential. “It was immediately apparent to me that to make this
work for a contemporary audience we had to get away from melodrama and do it as a
romantic comedy.” Phoef Sutton, a writer who has won several Emmies for the long-
running hit Cheers, joined the team and intensified the comic spin to the story.

Pollock then turned to accomplished director Richard Benjamin, who joined the
creative team in the summer of 1994. Benjamin began as a stage and screen actor with
acclaimed performances in such films as Goodbye Columbus, Catch 22 and The Sunshine
Boys. His directorial debut was in 1982 with the wildly successful My Favorite Year, a
film that brought Peter O’Toole an Oscar® nomination as Best Actor.

“Richard Benjamin is a director who can do a very specific kind of sophisticated
comedy, and do it very well. Those directors are extremely rare,” says Pollock.
“Benjamin created a textural look that neatly dovetails with every development of the

story, from the grunge of New York to the rich opulence of the Winterbourne estate.”
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The next critical phase for the filmmakers was casting. “This is a very
contemporary comedy, so casting was critical to the plausibility of the story,” says
Pollock. “We started out with Ricki Lake as Connie Doyle. She brings so much of
herself to her performance that in a way she is the Ricki Lake everyone knows but in
another way, she clearly establishes the character.”

For Ricki Lake, the chance to play Connie not only returned her to her first love -
acting - but catapulted her to a starring role. Perhaps best known now for her talk show,
The Ricki Lake Show, which has taken the television world by storm, Lake began her
career as an actor making her debut in John Waters’s cult film Hairspray. She has since
appeared in a nurhber of Waters’s films, including Cry Baby and Serial Mom. She also
appeared regularly as Holly Pelagrino in the critically-acclaimed television series China
Beach.

Returning to acting after gaining success as a talk show host was a challengé Lake
relished. “Five years before I had a talk show I was acting and I wanted to do a part that
the audience would root for,” she says. “Hairspray was like that for me. It was my first
role, a girl who everybody related to and wanted to win. This script really appealed to
me. I love the fact that all of Connie’s dreams come true and she turns into a princess.
It’s just like Cinderella and it was a lot of fun to be a part of.”

With Lake in place, the search was on for the key role of Grace Winterbourne.
Grace is a mother in search of a daughter and Connie is a daughter in search of a mother.
Their on-screen relationship was crucial to the success of the film. “Shirley MacLaine
asked all the right questions and prodded in the right ways and as a result the character of

Grace became much more complex and dynamic,” says Pollock. “We needed someone
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who could be both rich and yet not unrealistic in her wealth. We also needed someone
who could play the comedy along with the drama of a woman who has a serious illness,
and in Shirley MacLaine we found the perfect actress to achieve that.”

Adds Benjamin: “We offered her this part and she said yes. It was a dream come
true. Shirley MacLaine is an international star who’s done some of the best movies in
American cinema.”

“She’s the ultimate professional,” says Lake. “We did a scene where I, as Connie,
look into her eyes and tell her that I’'m here because of her. It was easy to do. I
immediately got teary-eyed because I worship this woman. I’ve been so nervous and
she’s been so supportive.”

“I liked the role of Grace from the beginning,” says MacLaine with a wry smile.
“I liked it because I could wear beautiful clothes for a change and not be a character
actress twenty years older than my real age.”

“Shirley made the character her own,” notes Pollock. “She made Grace vital,
extremely contemporary, someone who you believe is living in the mid-1990s even
though she’s living in this grand house in this grand existence on a grand scale. She’s
still a real, intimate person.”

Lake mirrors the sentiment. “I was nervous because you hear stories about people
and you have these expectations,” she says. “But Shirley immediately put me at ease.
I’ve learned so much from her. So, it’s easy to play my character who falls in love with
this family because I truly love Shirley. I think she’s wonderful.”

Brendan Fraser came into the cast in the pivotal role of Bill Winterbourne (he also

plays Hugh, the twin brother who is killed) only days before rehearsals were scheduled to
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begin. Fraser, who has had successful roles in Encino Man, School Ties and With Honors
is a friend of Lake’s and was suggested by her. “We needed a romantic leading man who
could be fresh and different, good looking, sexy, and yet also have a flair for comedy,
which is very hard to find,” remembers Pollock. “We were very lucky we found Brendan
Fraser who, I think, shows a whole new side of himself in this movie.”

“Brendon is just amazing,” says MacLaine. “He can be very straight, dramatic,
high and mighty; he can be bumbling like Jack Lemmon and he can also be simple. It’s
really sort of disturbing how easily he can go from one to the next.”

“I feel very fortunate to have Shirley, Ricki and Brendan in these roles,” says
Benjamin. “They were my first choices for these parts and you don’t always get your
first choice.”

Principal photography began on May 27, 1995, with two weeks of interior
shooting at the Parkwood Estates in Oshawa, Ontario. The production then moved to
Eaton Hall in King Cilty, Ontario where the exterior scenes of the Winterbourne Estate

were shot. Additional locations include Boston and New York City.
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ABOUT THE CAST

Stage, screen and television star as well as best selling author, SHIRLEY
MACLAINE (Grace Winterbourne) won the 1983 Best Actress Oscar® for her
performance in the hit film Terms of Endearment, and has also been nominated for best
actress Academy Awards® for her roles in Some Came Running, The Apartment, Irma La
Douce and The Turning Point. The multi-talented actress has starred in more than 40
films, including The Trouble With Harry (her film debut), Can-Can, Madame Sousatzka,
Sweet Charity, Being There, Steel Magnolias, Postcards from the Edge, Used People and
Guarding Tess. The actress also won two Golden Gl;)be Awards for her performances in
Terms of Endearment and Madame Sousatzka. MacLaine will reprise her Terms of
Endearment character Aurora Greenaway in the upcoming film Evening Star.

The prolific actress has also starred in several musical-variety television specials,
garnering five Emmy Award nominations and winning one for Gypsy In My Soul. She
has also broken house records for her live, one-woman stage show, Shirley MacLaine on
Broadway. Most recently she starred in CBS’s West Side Waltz with Liza Minelli.

As a best selling author MacLaine has written numerous books including the
autobiographical Don’t Fall Off the Mountain and Qut On a Limb , which became a
television mini-series that she starred in and co-wrote. Other MacLaine non-fiction titles
include Dancing In The Light, It’s All in the Playing, Going Within: A Guide for Inner
Transformation, Dance While You Can, as well as her recently published, My Lucky

Stars, a reminiscence of her 40 years in Hollywood. The actress also produced and co-
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directed the Oscar® nominated The Other Half of the Sky: A China Memoir following
her participation as a leader in the first women’s delegation to China in 1973.

She regularly tours performing in her one-woman show to sold out audiences in
the United States, Japan, Australia and England as well as headlining with Frank Sinatra
in live concerts throughout the United States.

The Virginia-born MacLaine danced in numerous Broadway musicals before
becoming a star at age nineteen in the Broadway play Pajama Game, in which she
replaced lead actress Carol Haney who broke her ankle. Hollywood producer Hal Wallis

saw the young MacLaine and immediately signed her to her first movie contract.

RICKI LAKE (Connie Doyle), host of The Ricki Lake Show, the fastest growing
talk show in television history, made her film acting debut in John Waters’s hit film
Hairspray. She went on to appear in a number of Waters’s films, including Cry Baby and
Serial Mom. She also appeared regularly as “Holly Pelagrino” in the critically-acclaimed
television series China Beach.

Lake’s additional film credits include Working Girl, Cookie, Inside Monkey
Zetterland, Where the Day Takes You and Last Exit to Brooklyn. Her television credits
include the CBS movie-of-the-week Baby Cakes.

A native of Westchester, New York, Lake began studying singing at the age of
nine and attended the Professional Children’s School in New York City. While a student
at Ithaca College, Lake auditioned for, and landed, the starring role in Hairspray.

Following the success of Hairspray, Lake moved to Los Angeles where she lived

and worked until moving back to New York in 1993 to host The Ricki Lake Show.
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BRENDAN FRASER (Bill and Hugh Winterbourne) made his feature film debut
as a prehistoric caveman in the hit Encino Man. He went on to star in School Ties, the
acclaimed 1950s-era drama about a Jewish student facing anti-Semitism at a New
England prep school.

Following these two roles, Fraser starred opposite Joe Pesci in the drama in the
drama With Honors, played a rock star in the comedy A4irheads; and opposite Albert
Brooks in The Scout. His other film credits include Percy Adlon’s Younger and Younger;

Philip Ridley’s The Passion of Darkly Noon; and Steven Soderbergh’s Professional Man

for Showtime’s Fallen Angels series.

Born in Indianapolis and raised in Europe and Canada, Fraser attended Upper
Canada College and received his B.F.A. in acting from the Actor’s Conservatory, Cronish
College of the Arts, in Seattle. His extensive theater credits include Arms and the Man,
The Marriage of Bette & Boo and Strange Snow in addition to performing with Seattle’s
Intiman Theater, and The Laughing Horse Summer Theater in Ellensberg, Washington.

Fraser recently received rave reviews for his work as a tortured writer in John
Patrick Shanley’s play Four Dogs and a Bone; and starred in the film version of The

Twilight of the Golds, based upon the play by Jonathan Tolins, with Garry Marshall,

Jennifer Beals and Faye Dunaway.

Born in Santa Fe, New Mexico, MIGUEL SANDOVAL (Paco) most recently

appeared in the films Fair Game, Get Shorty and Up Close and Personal.
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His numerous film credits include 4 Clear and Present Danger, Jurassic Park,
Jungle Fever and Do the Right Thing, as well as five films by Alex Cox: Death and the
Compass, Straight to Hell, Walker, Sid and Nancy and Repo Man.
| His television work includes recurring roles on Murder One and Civil Wars, as

well as starring roles in the series Green Dolphin Street, and the upcoming Fox series L4

Fire.

LOREN DEAN (Steve DeCunzo) who completed filming in April, John
Singleton’s Rosewood, was most reéently seen in Apollo 13 and How To Make an
American Quilt.

Dean made his feature film debut in Martha Coolidge’s Plain Clothes and shortly
thereafter created the lovable heartthrob ‘Joe’ in Cameron Crowe’s Say Anything. He
followed that with the title role in Billy Bathgate as well as 1492 and The Passion of
Darkly Noon.

On the New York stage, he won a Theatre World Award in 1989 for his role in
Amulets Against the Dragon Forces at the Circle Rep. At the Manhattan Theater Club,
he originated the roles in two John Patrick Shanley plays, Beggars in the House of Plenty

and Four Dogs and a Bone, both of which Shanley directed.

- Best known for her Emmy Award-winning portrayal of “Marty Saybrooke™ on the
long-running daytime soap One Life to Live, SUSAN HASKELL (Patricia Winterbourne)
has also starred in the Danielle Steele mini-series Zoya, ABC’s Special Fast Forward and

in the feature film Strictly Business.
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Haskell is a graduate of the American Academy of Dramatic Arts where she
appeared in numerous stage productions, including Playing for Time, A Flea in Her Ear,
and Uncle Vanya.

A native of Toronto, Canada, Haskell graduated cum laude from Tufts University

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Bio-Psychology.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

After a successful career as a film and stage actor, RICHARD BENJAMIN
(Director) made his feature film directorial debut in 1982 with My Favorite Year, a film
which earned Peter O’Toole an Academy Award® nomination for Best Actor.

Benjamin’s additional feature film credits include Made in America, Mermaids,
Racing with the Moon, The Money Pit, Little Nikita, City Heat My Stepmother Is An
Alien, Milk Money and Downtown.

As an actor, Benjamin made an auspicious debut opposite Ali MacGraw in 1969’s
Goodbye, Columbus. He went on to appear in more than 20 feature films, including
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