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The Project – in 
a nutshell

• I am travelling Canada and interviewing Queer seniors (elders). 

• These seniors  represent as broad a cross section of the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community as I could find and are from many corners of this nation.

• While I travelled I lectured, like I’m doing tonight, to introduce folks 
to my work and issues important to me.

• I also led workshops based on the Canadian Quilters’ Associations 
‘True Colours Quilt Along’.



• TRAVEL

• By the time I am done, I’ll have visited every 
province and at least two of three territories.

• I will have complete interviews with 60 to 
70 Queer seniors.

• In November I will  interview in Montreal, 
Toronto and places closer to home with my 
focus on minority or under represented groups 
in my sample.



The information from the 
interviews will be sorted 
into twelve (12) quilts. 

Eleven (11) of these quilts 
will be based on Supreme 
Court decisions and 
legislative acts of Parliament 
that advanced Queer Rights 
in Canada.

The twelfth (12th) quilt will 
feature the 1980s when 
there were no advances in 
our rights, but when we 
came together to look after 
each other. 
This is the decade where 
many of the organizations 
today that work for our 
rights and to provide us with 
services began. 



This is a prototype of the quilts. 

•  It is my intent for them to resemble a flag 
flying … but … at the same time, to have the 
feel of being a bulletin board at a conference. 

• They will be covered with ‘sticky notes’ 
featuring snippets from some interviews and 
with QR Codes leading to clips from others. 

• Other QR Code links built into the quilts, 
will lead to news video from the time of the 
bill or decision to put it into a context.

•  Aditional information about the context for 
each quilt will be displayed with the quilts so 
that we can present both the social/societal 
context and the Queer context.



• Community Grant



https://lgbtpurgefund.com/

For more information go to their website …



https://rainbowveterans.ca/the-fruit-machine/

Watch ‘The Fruit Machine’ from the link on the Rainbow Veterans website.
Explore their site while you are there.



https://www.nfb.ca/film/parade/

This ‘must watch’ documentary is available to watch through the National Film Board.



Multi and Inter-
Arts Projects 

• Number of Applications: 174

• Total Requested: $2,523,836

• Number of Grants Awarded: 27

• Total Recommended: $332,960





‘Even If Your Voice Shakes’

A BackPack Show
Autumn, 2025

billstearman.ca

@bill_Stearman





Even If Your Voice Shakes





The Power of One



The Power of One:
Gender Fluidity



For the Oppression of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and 

Two Spirit Canadians, 
We Appologize 





Canada Day, 2021



'January Quilts'



Surviving January





Orbiter Quilt



Not Drowning

Sometimes, my bouts with depression bring dreams of 
drowning – the sensation of drowning.
I actually feel myself sinking deeper and deeper until there is 
barely a glimmer of light at the surface.
And it just feels right.
But only until my lungs swell and I think they’re going to 
explode.
Then terror sets in.
At what seems like the last minute, I am drawn to the light, 
and I swim toward it.
First one kick and then another.
The kicks come faster as the light gets brighter.
And I break the surface gasping for air, sputtering out far 
more water than I thought I had swallowed.
Always it is just in time.
And always I am glad to be alive.
This quilt is about the feeling of NOT drowning – of floating 
in the light instead. I know that I will sink again.
But I also know that I will again find the light and float above 
the darkness.
For a while.



Finally, There is 
Joy



Two Years Past My 
‘Best Before’ Date
                             … a story



January 5th, 2021



His Name is Clarence



Finding Comfort in 
Dying



Before I Made Quilts



The Queer Quilts

(and a focus on Sustainability in quilt making)



The Joke’s on Them



The Fourth Pillar



Maintain the Wave





The Way Forward



1971, Before We Could Ask



I Choose Queer 
- From All the Names I’ve 
Had Thrown At Me



Don’t Just Sit There 
and Take It!

Make Waves!



Reflecting on AIDS 
After Living Through COVID



Fix the Village:
Trans Rights Are Human Rights



I Came Out at Age 47:
a coming out story in braille



You With the Sad Eyes, Don’t Be Discouraged



@james_wallis





Letter to My Thirteen Year Old Self



Dear You,

Different is OK.
You will be loved.
You are worthy.

Love, Me



If Only Kisses Could Make it Better



Thank you!

To donate in support of the Queer Seniors Project, e-transfer funds 
to b.stearman@hotmail.com

… or use this QR Code to donate through Square

mailto:b.stearman@hotmail.com
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