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Semi-Structured Interviews

On-site Visits

Document Research

Primary Data

Secondary Data

6 Case Studies

3 SACEs (Small-scale Agricultural Cottage Enterprises)

3 ESACEs (Expanded Small-scale Agricultural Cottage Enterprises) 

Participant Selection
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Case Study Analysis

Methods and Participant Selection 
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Case Study Analysis

Methods and Participant Selection 
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• Cottage Industry Identity - meaningful as applied to the SACEs. Many of the 
defining characteristics of a cottage industry also applicable to the ESACEs.

• Artisanality - an appropriately assigned label in both the small-scale and 
expanded enterprises. Specific characteristics, approaches and the principals’ 
role as ‘artisanal entrepreneur’ authenticated the ESACEs and their products as 
artisanal. 

• Enterprises aligned with Ray’s (2003) notion of the cultural approach to 
Endogenous Regional Development (ERD) and particular place and space 
characteristics.

• ‘The short food supply chain’ – a ‘collective form of social action’ – assisted in 
identity preservation. Heavily laden with eco-social information, these food 
chains can assist in challenging unsustainable agrifood production and related 
practice. 

• There were more similarities than differences between the SACEs and ESACEs 
in the analysis regarding the cottage industry, artisanal and quality identities. 
This signals that growth can occur without necessarily compromising values 
and actions; all of which enable identity preservation and value-adding 
potentialities.

Case Study Analysis

Findings
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