
Humility That Honors God 

Theme: Building Godly Character 

Key Scripture: "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up." — James 
4:10 (NKJV) 

 

Opening Story 

During my years in the Air Force, I served under many different leaders. Some demanded 
respect because of the rank on their uniforms, while others earned respect through their 
character. The leaders who made the greatest impact were not the loudest voices in the 
room or the ones seeking recognition. They were the men and women who listened first, 
served others, and never considered themselves above the people they led. 

I remember one commander in particular. He could have stayed in his office while others 
handled the difficult work, but instead, he walked alongside his team. He asked questions, 
carried burdens, and made people feel valued. His humility didn't weaken his leadership—
it strengthened it. 

The world often tells us that greatness comes from being noticed, praised, and admired. 
God's Word teaches something very different. 

In God's kingdom, greatness begins with humility. 

True strength isn't found in demanding attention; it's found in serving others and 
recognizing that every blessing, talent, and opportunity comes from God. 

 

Scripture Focus 

James 4:10 

"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up." 

Additional Scriptures: 

• Micah 6:8 

• Philippians 2:3–8 

• Proverbs 22:4 

• 1 Peter 5:5–6 



 

The Lesson 

Humility is often misunderstood. 

Some people think humility means thinking less of yourself or pretending that your gifts and 
accomplishments don't matter. Biblical humility is not denying your strengths; it's 
recognizing that everything you have comes from God. 

Humility shifts the focus from ourselves to the One who gave us life, purpose, and ability. 

Jesus provided the greatest example of humility. Although He was the Son of God, He 
washed the feet of His disciples. He chose service over status and sacrifice over self-
promotion. 

Philippians 2 reminds us that Christ humbled Himself, even to the point of death on the 
cross. 

If the King of kings chose humility, how much more should we? 

Pride whispers: 

"I deserve the credit." 

Humility says: 

"God deserves the glory." 

Pride seeks recognition. 

Humility seeks to serve. 

Pride refuses correction. 

Humility welcomes wisdom. 

Pride compares itself to others. 

Humility celebrates the success of others. 

As men, pride can quietly take root in our hearts. We may become convinced that we don't 
need help, that we always have the answers, or that asking for guidance is a sign of 
weakness. 

But humility recognizes our dependence on God. 

It takes humility to admit when we're wrong. 



It takes humility to ask for forgiveness. 

It takes humility to seek counsel and accept correction. 

Humility doesn't make a man weak. 

It makes him teachable, trustworthy, and wise. 

God honors the man who walks humbly before Him because humility creates room for 
God's strength to work in our lives. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. In what areas of your life do you struggle with pride? 

2. How do you respond when someone corrects or challenges you? 

3. Are you more focused on receiving recognition or serving others? 

4. What is one practical way you can demonstrate humility this week? 

 

Today's Challenge 

Find one opportunity this week to serve someone without expecting recognition or praise. 

You could: 

• Encourage someone who is struggling. 

• Admit a mistake and ask for forgiveness. 

• Help someone in need without telling anyone. 

• Listen more and speak less. 

As you serve, remind yourself: 

"This isn't about my glory—it's about honoring God." 

 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for the example of humility that Jesus demonstrated. Forgive me for the times 
pride has influenced my thoughts, words, and actions. 



Teach me to walk humbly before You and to serve others with a willing heart. Help me to 
seek Your glory instead of my own recognition and to remember that every good gift comes 
from You. 

Give me the strength to accept correction, the wisdom to remain teachable, and the 
courage to put others before myself. 

May my life reflect the humility of Christ and bring honor to Your name. 

In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

 

This Week's Takeaway 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. When we humble 
ourselves before God, we create space for Him to shape our character and use our 
lives for His glory. 

 


