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APPROVED
	MINUTES
	CARROLL SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING
June 18, 2026
      
 Board Vice Chairman Donald Maring called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  The following participated:
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 MINUTES
Board Supervisor James Leppo made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2026 Board Meeting. Board Supervisor Janet O’Meara seconded, and the motion passed.  

TREASURERS REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk176789398]Board Treasurer Kim Crone cited the Financial Report, breakdown of District’s Equipment Account and the following list of bills to be approved for payment:  
   
	Carroll County Commissioners- March Postage
	66.62

	Kyocera Document Solutions Mid-Atlantic-Copier
	5.13

	PNC-4070
	637.07

	PNC-4070
	161.94

	Terra Rubra Lions Club- Bootcamp Lunches
	2,700.00

	Jacqueline L. Paugh, LLC-FSK Envirothon Bus
	274.28

	Johnson Bus Service- Envirothon Buses
	964.00

	FlexTG, LLC-Plotter
	394.12

	FlexTG, LLC-Plotter- Missed payment
	416.04

	Kyocera Document Solutions Mid-Atlantic-Copier
	4.99

	Bryan Snyder-State Envirothon Snacks
	88.60

	 
	 

	TOTAL
	5,712.79




Account Breakdown - 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Board Supervisor James Leppo moved to approve the Treasurer’s report and payment of bills. The motion was seconded by Board Supervisor Janet O’Meara, and the motion was passed. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 16th, at 7:00 p.m. at the District Office.

DISTRICT 
District Manager Matt McMahon reported on the following: 
Cover Crop Spring Certification has wrapped up. Carroll finished the 25-26 program with 100 agreements covering 23,060 acres. Sign up for the 26-27 program starts on Monday, June 23rd. There was a conference call on June 10th to go over the program. Matt gave a brief summary of the highlights of the 26-27 program.

The team from Century High placed 5th at the State Envirothon. The top 5 teams this year were: 1st-Montgomery, 2nd-Harford, 3rd-St Mary’s, 4th-Charles, 5th-Carroll. 
The District will have a booth at the Carroll County Fair again this year. 
Registration is still open for the MASCD Annual Meeting in Cambridge August 3-5. Matt will not be able to attend this year. No supervisors indicated that they planned to attend this year.

MDA
Still no word about who was selected for the 3 vacant Technician positions (Carroll, Harford, and Talbot Counties).  Area Coordinator Keith Potter participated in the interview panel and was recently asked for further input. Applications are being accepted for MDA’s Urban Agriculture program. Bill Tharpe is the contact for the program.
The Draft MOU between MDA and MDE was sent out for comment. This will be discussed further at MASCD, but input is encouraged prior to that.

NRCS
District Conservationist Sam Cox gave the following update:
Colton Buckley from Texas has been appointed as the new Chief. The NRCS motto has been changed from Helping People Help the Land, to Keeping Working Lands in Working Hands. The Mission Statement has also been changed to ‘We deliver practical, voluntary, and locally led conservation solutions that help producers conserve natural resources, strengthen agricultural production, and keep working lands productive for generations to come.’
The new Vision Statement is ‘An America where working lands remain productive, resilient, and in the hands of those who steward them.’
Carroll currently has 91 active contracts for $8.9M obligated. 
Ag Progress Days are coming up August 11-13. PA NRCS will have a few displays.
A request was received from a Solar Company for information on converting cropland acres to non-cropland in regard to a proposed solar project on Sullivan Road which involves some form of Federal Funding. Frederick SCD has already received a few of these requests.   

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND – EXTENSION
Board Supervisor Janet O’Meara passed along the following from Becky Ridgeway:
Updates related to positions in the office:
1. Terry Serio, who was our Family Consumer Science and SNAP-ED Educator, had a split position. On May 15th the SNAP-ED program for Maryland Extension ended. Her position is now a 51% Family Consumer Science Educator, and she is working 2 1/2 days in the office.

2. Carrie Sorenson, who is our Tenure-Track Family Consumer Science Educator, has accepted a position within the Washington County Extension Office, still staying within her program area. She will be transferring from our office towards the end of June. We currently have not heard if the University will be planning to advertise a FCS Educator for our office in the future or not. 

3. New Ag Position - The Carroll County Commissioner's approved funding to help support an Agriculture Professional Track Faculty position for our office. Chuck Schuster is working with the University for some additional details for this position. When we have more information that we can share in how this position will move forward we will share with you.

4. Agriculture Support - With Bryan currently out of the office, we are still working on supporting producers in the county. We are working with Andy Kness in the Harford County Office and Erika Crowl in the Baltimore Office to refer clients to at the moment. We also have Lucy Hayes at the office who is supporting the Nutrient Management Program.  

5. 4-H Updates - As previously reported, Kylie Olsen started the beginning of April with the 4-H program as she will be supporting camp and outreach programs.


FSA
District Manager Matt McMahon passed along the following from CED Amy Bange:
On June 15th, 2026, due to the D2 drought conditions for 8 weeks through the beginning of the grazing period, April 1st for Carroll County, we had our Livestock Forage Program (LFP) trigger. The office is preparing to administer this program along with the 2026 acreage reporting season. Currently, we don’t have LFP rates for 2026. Producers should be sure to read the Carroll County FSA monthly newsletter for program updates. FSA is currently accepting applications for the Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers Program (ASCF) through August 7, 2026. FSA is having a slow start to acreage reporting. Postcards were mailed as a reminder. Please encourage your farmer friends to call FSA to schedule an appointment to complete their acreage reporting for the 2026 FY, this includes CRP acres. The FSA office appreciates producers scheduling appointments so we can better prepare to get the numerous maps, eligibility documents and additional applications that may be needed to make the most of everyone’s time. FSA has a change to their FSA’s treatment for LLCs and S-Corps for Payment Limitation and Payment Eligibility in that they will be treated comparably to partnerships. These changes will offer more flexibility for business entity farms to access and maximize program payments, while ensuring compliance through robust documentation and certification steps. Because of this change, FSA will have to do updated CCC-902 Farm Operating Plans for all corporations, LLCs and LPs by September 15, 2026. Nomination for FSA’s County Committee (COC) elections open on June 15th through August 3 for LAA3 which includes the Taneytown, Union Bridge and New Windsor areas. Anyone interested in running for the COC election in LAA 3 should stop by the Carroll Co. FSA office for a nomination form. The office will have County Committee Election Packet information in the near future.

At 7:40 p.m., Boad Supervisor Janet O’Meara made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Board Supervisor James Leppo, and the motion passed. 


Respectfully submitted,



Matt McMahon, District Manager 







