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Soil Depth Variance Request for EH26-0131 
 
May 26, 2026 
 
Marc Lindbloom 
PO Box 975 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
 
RE: Variance Request for 13668 Auburn Rd, Grass Valley 

APN 023-010-001 
 
Dear Mr. Lindbloom: 
 
You have submitted a request for a variance as required in Section T-088 (2)(I), Supplemental 
Treatment System Requirements from the Nevada County Sewage Disposal Regulations, which was 
adopted as Resolution by Chapter L-VI of the Nevada County Land Use & Development Code. This 
regulation requires that any supplemental treatment system proposed to be installed shall demonstrate 
a minimum of two (2) feet of effective soil depth beneath the disposal trench bottom.  Your variance 
request proposes installing a Pressure Dose Advantex sewage disposal system with 12 inches of 
effective soil below the trench bottom.  
 
Section A-030 of the Nevada County Sewage Disposal Regulations specifies the method by which 
variances may be approved.  Typically, a variance can only be given to reduce or modify a requirement, 
not eliminate it entirely.  Sufficient information must be provided so that the findings can be made by 
the Director that there will not be a health hazard or contamination of the ground water created. 
 
Factors considered in this variance include: 
 
1. Soil testing was performed and determined that suitable soil for sewage disposal is available. 
2. The storage area of the leach lines has been increased to mitigate the shallow soil.  
3. A UV treatment light will be used prior to effluent discharge to the leach field. 
4. A Pressure Dose Advantex sewage disposal system has been designed for the sewage disposal 

system which requires annual Maintenance and Monitoring to ensure that the disposal system is 
functioning as designed for the lifespan of the system.  

5. The hardship was not intentionally caused by action of the applicant. 
   
Department staff and a consulting Registered Environmental Health Specialist familiar in the design 
and operation of on-site sewage disposal systems have evaluated site conditions. Adequate 
consideration has been given to the proposed sewage disposal system design, and proper 
functioning is expected.  Therefore, no pollution or degradation of the groundwater is anticipated from 
a sewage disposal system that meets current requirements.   
 
In consideration of these factors, the following findings are made: 
 
• The soil depth will not affect the effluent treatment and cause a health hazard.  
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• Granting the variance would not have any significant adverse environmental effect and would not 
significantly affect use of adjoining property; and 

• Following the requirements of the ordinance would not present a public health hazard or the 
pollution or degradation of public waters. 

 
Therefore, the variance is granted for the installation of a Pressure Dose Advantex Sewage 
Disposal Systems in shallow soils meeting all other sewage disposal requirements is 
approved. The following requirements augment this approval, and shall become conditions of the 
sewage disposal system construction permit: 
  
A. The sewage disposal system shall be a Pressure Dose Advantex System with UV Treatment 

approved by the department. A copy of the Annual Maintenance and Monitoring contract shall 
be submitted for system final. 

B. The sewage disposal system shall be installed in accordance with the design requirements.  
C. An approved Certified System Service Provider shall perform the maintenance and monitoring 

inspections.  
D. The Design Consultant shall inspect and certify that the sewage disposal system installation 

meets their design requirements. 
E. The Department finds that the project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 

15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, because the septic system 
installation would not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  
A Notice of Exemption (NOE) will not be filed for this project. In the absence of an NOE, the 
Department’s decision may be challenged up to 180 days of this approval.    

F. Applicant Advisory: The applicant may proceed at their own risk. The Department notes that 
legal challenges, if any, must be filed within the 180-day statute of limitations. 

Please note that any Department decision can be appealed.  The appeal is initially routed through the 
Department to the Sewage Disposal Technical Advisory Group.  The decision by the Sewage 
Disposal Technical Advisory Group may be appealed to the Board of Supervisors. 

An appeal application form is available from the Department.  The appeal form must be filled out 
completely and returned to the Department with the appropriate fee within twenty (20) working days 
of the date of the decision. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Health Director, Amy Irani-Leaverton 
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*No variance acceptance is guaranteed or implied.

*
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