ROBERT BRIDGES STORY

THE MOVIE THAT ENDED HOMELESSESS IN AMERICA

CONTACT

ROBERT BRIDGES

2202 S. Figueroa Street, Ste 323
Los Angeles, Ca. 90007

Email: RbridgesZ2@gmagil.com
Phone: 502-467-7638

www . BridgesvsCaltrans.com

RECIPIENT

Tyler Perry
Tyler Perry Studios

175 Lakewood Way Sw,
Atlanta, GA. 30315

Dear Mr. Perry

Robert Bridges has a story to tell after 20 years of cleaning
homeless encampments under contract with the California
Department of Transportation. The company is seeking a
maovie deal to share its roadmap for ending homelessness in
America, one that could serve as a model for the enfire
country.

With the company being Black-owned, discriminatory
practices at Caltrans led to a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court
of California, County of Sacramento. The outcome of the case
is still pending.

On March 6, 2025, the Honorable Judge Richard K. Sueyoshi, in
the Hall of Justice, denied Calfrans' request to quash the case
and be released from default. The case was later transferred
by the Honorable Judge Steven M. Gevercer to Civil Home
Court Judge Julie G. Yap. On May 5, 2025, the court granted
relief from default.

A hearing on the demurrer was scheduled for December 15,
2025 has ,been continued to February 5, 2025 following the
reassignment of Judge Julie G. Yap o Civil Home Court. She is
replacing the Honorable Judge Richard K. Sueyoshi in the hall
of justice.

Support one man's mission to change the narrative on
homelessness in America. Visit BridgesvsCaltrans.com to leamn
more.

Sincerely,

Robert Bridges

Sole Owner, BF Contracting Engineering

Managing Partner Homeless Haz Engineering and Chairman
Black Foundation.
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ROBERT BRIDGES

2202 S. Figueroa Street, Ste 323
Los Angeles, Ca. 90007

Ph. 916-882=3130

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOF THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

ROBERT L. BRIDGES as, Sole Owner of BF Case No.: 24CV016129
Contracting Engineering, and Managing Partner of
Homeless Haz Engineering JV and Black Foundation

Plaintiff, PLAINTIFF’S OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT’S
DEMURRER TO THE COMPLAINT;
VS. MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIER;
DECLARATION OF ROBERT
California Department of Transportation BRIDGES
Defendant

TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD:

Plaintiff Robert Bridges (“Plaintiff’) respectfully submits the following Opposition to Defendant California
Department of Transportation’s (“Caltrans”) Demurrer to Plaintiff’s Complaint.

This Opposition is based on this Notice, the accompanying Memorandum of Points and Authorities, the Declaration

of Robert Bridges, all pleadings and papers on file in this action, and any oral argument presented at the hearing.

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

I. INTRODUCTION

Defendant Caltrans’ Demurrer should be overruled in its entirety. Plaintiff’s Complaint sufficiently states causes
of action under California law. The Demurrer is procedurally and substantively defective because it ignores well-
pleaded factual allegations, improperly requests factual determinations at the pleading stage, and fails to construe
the Complaint liberally as required for a self-represented litigant.

This case arises from Caltrans’ pattern of discriminatory contracting practices that resulted in Plaintiff — a long-
established, qualified Black contractor with over 46 years of experience — being unlawfully excluded from

continuing business with the agency after demonstrating success in prior projects.

PLAINTIFF'S OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT’S DEMURRER TO THE COMPLAINT;MEMORANDUM OF
POINTS AND AUTHORITIER; DECLARATION OF ROBERTBRIDGES - 1
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Robert L. Bridges History

| started out as a painting contractor in 1976 at 20 years old. | was a union painting
contractor with 20 employees. At that time, there were only three Black union painting
contractors: Robert Bridges Painting, Owen Smith (Mr. Smith), President of Anzalone &
Associates, and Sam Brown Painting. Mr. Smith was also the treasurer of the painters'
union.

Mr. Smith was a very soft-spoken but powerful man. | remember when we met — | was
painting the Santa Barbara Main refurbishment project, and Mr. Smith was working on a
large projectin the area. He called me to see if | was having any trouble with the Santa
Barbara Local Union and told me that he was preparing to file a lawsuit. | couldn't help but
feel | was getting the red-carpet treatment, likely because of Mr. Smith's pending lawsuit.

On one occasion, all the union contractors had a meeting in a large auditorium, with
approximately 900 contractors present. The workers, rank and file, wanted a raise or they
would strike. In attendance, there were only two Black contractors: me and Mr. Smith, who
was on stage conducting the meeting with two other white men. The first vote, 'let them
strike, was taken, and Mr. Smith and the other two men had a conversation. The second
vote, 'let them strike, was taken, and again Mr. Smith and the men on stage had a
conversation. On the third vote, 'no strike, Mr. Smith and the other men said, '‘Meeting
adjourned.

Mr. Smith retired around the age of 80. He said his last project was painting the Hyperion
sewage treatment plant, where the inspector kept requesting additional coats of paint due
to the mil thickness. The requests didn't stop until the paint manufacturer sided with Mr.
Smith. Mr. Smith said he lost $1 million. Thankfully, in appreciation for his many years of
service, the general contractor, Tutor-Saliba, gave him $500,000.

What | intend to prove with the Mr. Smith story is that there is a pattern: when Black public
works contractors start to get too large, they are torpedoed at some point. The only reason
Mr. Smith survived so long was because he was well-connected to Tutor-Saliba, one of
California's largest contractors, and the union.
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