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It was in the: early morning hours of February 19, 1945 The pne—La d 'n'g"bombardm'ént on
-Iwo Jima was a terrifying yet awesome siglit. Dense smoke and v1olent destructlon could,be
seen in the\dlstance. Regardless, the Japanese would be waltlng. As Walter prepared to go-
- over-the ships gunwales into the awaiting Amtrac 1and1ng craft and face mortalxdanger,
t the chaplaln asked_ fOr a_moment of sﬂence and recited the 23rd Psarm‘*j//v e

V‘The LORI}xs~my shepherd 1 shall not want
" He maketh me to lie down in green p‘astures;'

- He Ieadeth me besxde the still waters. \

~

.- He: restoreth my soul

;z:e, 5 \ 7 He Ieadeth me in the paths of rxghteousness for h1s name's sake. ,
s 4 o Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow:of death, I will fear no
for thou art thh me; Thy rod and thy staff they comfort\ me.

Thou preparest a table before me 1n the presence of mine enemles

Thou anomtest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. .

;/,,.,.—

: urely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:

S
And1 }'/rl‘l dwell in the house of the LORD forever :




mining industry, and Walter's father worked long and dangerous hours as a coal miner. Walter had\an
older sister Gene, and three older brothers, Ametro, Myron, and Theodore. He also had a younger brether ‘
and sister, Leon and Helen. Buring the war, Myron was a Marine Corps Raider wounded at Guadalcanal

" Japanese sniper. Myron is listed in Ripley's "Believe It or Not" because the bullet entered the left side of}

his face and removed hlS tonsils better than a surgeon could as it passed through.

Pictured above left is Independence Street in Shamokin, whlch would have been fam111ar to Walter. Above
right is the house Walter was raised in at 914 N Vine Street in Shamokin.



E :

“Walter could be described as having blue eyes, brown hair, and a llght complex1on. In high-
school, Walter excelled in sports, ran track, played football and baseball, and was on the

X swim team. His hobbies 1nc1uded horseback rldlng and photography. He could also speak
Russmn reasonably well. >

rWelter graduated from high school in 1940 and worked as a salesman sellmg and Sae
ilnstalllng automoblle seat covers. He then worked as a Radio Equipment Assembler- at =
Western Electrlc in Keary, New Jersey (plctured below) "He assembled and soldered radlos,
< radar ante;mae, and telephone equlpment panels w:.r d from lueprlnts. =

- -
= ~>n, - : - '- - -
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(h-New York, on October 2, 1942 Walter (plctured above 1eft) voluntarily enhsted as a Prlvaie in the Marine Corps -
Reserve. By October 3, he was w1th the'Ninth Recruit Battalion at Recruit Depot in the Marlne Barracks on Parris
land (above rlght) South Carolina, where he quallfled with the bayonet. He was transferred ,to Camp Léjeune on New -

communlcatlon repalr because of h1s background in radlo equlpment at Western Electrlc. His classlflcatlon offlcer
‘recommended that he be trained to become a Radlo Operator. But that didn't happen, and Walter was to become a’
Blfleman. '

By January 1943, Walter was attached to Company "K," 3rd Battalion, 23rd Marlnes, 4th Marlne D1v1s1on, but falled to =
returrr from leave on January 6 and was punished with a two-week restriction and warning from his. Commanding 'f-f e
Offlcer. Nevertheless, he excelled as a Rifleman, and his superiors noted that he was.a soldier of excellent character.
Qnﬂgrch 5, he was promoted to Private First Class. On March 15, he completed the Chemical Warfare course w1th an-_
gégmellent score. On May 3, he started the 6-week Weapons School Rifle Company c0urse, where he was graded-in~ . - =

§ p'roflclency"wnh “the Thompson submachine gun, the Reising submachine gun, the Brownlng machin€ gun, the Ml carblne,
“along w1th hand and rifle grenades. He completed ‘the course ranking 8 out of 58 with a score of 99.16%. A few days

later, Walter waspromoted to Corporal and became an Ass1stant Squad Leader. In May, he- also JOlned Company "K" of the 1‘A




> In October 1943, Walter and the 3/25 were relocated to Camp Pendleta‘n in Oceansn.de, a‘hfornla.‘

’g December consisted of field problems, pillbox assaults, maneuvers, and landmgs. Walter and the 3_//{5 partlclpat

? ¢ in a full-scale landing at San Clemente Island, California, on January 2—3, 1944. Brigadier General Jamée L.
Underhill, assistant division commander, said everything that could go wrong went wrong. But there was almply'
'A B no time to fix the difficulties. Operation thtlock was about to begln. 2 = :

2 U o
[ 't On January 10, 1944, Walter and the 3/25 boarded USS William P. Biddle (APA—B), pictured above, in San Dlego. |
B Walter could only feel confldent 1ook1ng around and seeing the other mass1ve shlps in the V Amphlblous Corps = :
& (VAC) convoy. N =

. Oon January 21, they reached Hawaii and anchored off Maui for a day. Walter would hear the ship talk about their
objective, the Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands. The last Atoll landing at"Tarawa was rumored to have

been a disastrous bloodbath. No doubt, Walter hoped his first combat landing would g0 much better.’

-




After 18 days at sea, on J&Yry‘a;
1944, the USS William P. Bi g
arrived at Ennumer}net; an island/i
the Kwajalein Atoll. Walter was ,/
awakened in the early niorni_ng/‘f.lo T
unusually rough seas and gusty - | _ |
wind,producing ‘whitecaps on the & :
water. Walter had 'a breakfast likely\lr ;

similar to that of the lst '‘Battalion,
which consisted of fruit juice,cold
meat,‘and hot coffee. After :
inspecting his equipment and making
final preparations, he would
descend the rope nets into an S
awaiting amphibious tracked vehicle .
(LVT), also known as an Amtrac

landing craft.

.

3
{
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Pictured at left, Marines and Navy
Corpsmen (white circle on their '
helmet) debark off the USS William
P. Biddle.
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arose: when hlS Amt,rac stopped short of the beach 1nstead of mov1ng inland as 1n1nally planned Walter would have —_
ensured hls squad climbed overthe landing crafty ,Jumped into the shallow sea, and hit the beach for cover llke the
‘Mamnes plcturedfaﬁove at Namur. Lucky for them, the reswtance ,n “the beach was mlnlmal 80 they could eas:Lly reach :




: heavy guns towards Walter and the 3/25.

But in the Jungle, Walter had to confront the enemy's numerous cémouflaged, well-
armed fortifications similar to the Japanese 13mm Model 93 anti-aircraft macﬁan_e
gun crew of the Naval Landing Troops, pictured ab0ve, who would have turned. the‘

Walter fought in Namur until February 7 and soon learned the Japanese did not~
surrender but instead took their own lives. From February 8 - 28, 1944, he was part :
of the Garrison force before boarding the USS Heywood and returning to Hawaii.
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Corporal Walter Koz1arv ang Comp

"K" arrived at Mauji, Hawaiifon M
8, 1944, overjoyed 'to belon friendl

smil again'and finally bff the

.crowded ship. Camp Maur plctured

left, would be thelr home while

|, preparing for the: next campaign./. ...

Training would mclude plllbox/
assault techniques and field
exerc1ses alongsme tanks. In mid-
Apr11 Walter and the'3/25
part1c1pated in amphibious maneuvers :
and, in May, made practice landings a
Maalaea Bay, Maui, and Kahoolawe, ;e
Hawan. o

%
l

HeR

In the Kahoolawe landlng. Walter
would have smelled the smoke and felt
the ground tremor from live naval
gunfire and aircraft strafing.

On May 12, Walter boarded the USS '
Leonard Wood (APA-12) in Maui and
sailed back into the war zone on May
29. It was here where Walter would
have learned the 3/25 would be making
an assault landing on an island

‘located on'the inner perimeter-af tHe

Japanese defense line, just 1,270 i
miles from Tokyo. He now knéw that
the hostile island he was to capture

‘was Saipan, located in the Mariana’

Islands.




The objective of the 4th Marme Division in Saipan was to secure the 1\§-1\and's southern end, 1nc1ud1ng As‘
then turn north and sweep up the island, with its right flank on the eastqrn coast. The center of thed/ndln{ zone
for the 25th Marines was the town of Charan Kanoa, 1ocated on the lower western side of the island.

At 0840 on June 15, 1944, the 1/25 and 2/25 climbed down the ship's nets into-the waiting landing crafts and b‘ .
- assault landings on the Yellow Beaches. After waiting in reserve briefly, Walter and the 3/25 would follow the 1/25 =
to YeIlow Beach 2. .

The 1/25 was pinned down under heavy enemy fire and needed immediate assistance. About 1200 yards out from the
beach, Walter s LVT (similar to Marines assaulting Saipan below) took on a barrage of enemy f:Lre from automatic
weapons, anti-boat guns, artillery,’and mortars. Surrounding LVTs 1lit up in flames and black “smoke as they sank.from a1
direct hits, screams of terror quelled by the deafening battle. s : - I




'\ diesel fuel and vomit and hear the engines grind and moan louder each time the cxjg,f,‘t»b{xmp"e_dnand

R kT 14
g
~4r

L &

As Walter sat with his squad on the Amtrac's pull-down bench,\he could smellthe pungent stench of

rolled over a shallow section of the hard coral reef as the bursts of Japanese fire significantly
increased 300 yards from Yellow Beach 2 with the whistling of bullets and high-angle explosive
shells. : - "= : £

- As they reached the beach, the LVT lowered its ramp. It would have been hard to control the

sickeningly intense butterflies that are only felt when the shadow o f death is close by."Finally,"
Walter must have:thought, "Thank God, let's get this job done and over with!" Walter and his squad -
would have hit the Saipan beach like the Marines in the above photograph, which helped the 1/25 by
taking on the brunt of redirected firepower from the b€ehive of Japanese installations on Agingan '
Point. »
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The 3/25 swept east to Magmlenne Bay, where the enemy attacked fro&n the caves that honeycomb,d/along t
shoreline. On June- 20; Walter and Company "K" fought through the jungle along the eastern coast towanrds Hi :
500, similar to the Marines battling in Saipan above. Walter sweated profusely in the brutal heat. As the

- crossed flat terrain, the artillery shelled smoke for cover, which made breathing even more difficult. After
‘digging in for the night, Walter found sleeping impossible because of random, uncoordinated enemy attacks.

Any sound he heard.could be a Japanese soldier concealed by darkness, creeping into his foxhole to slice his :
throat.-At sunrise, the bodies of dead Japanese soldiers k111e§ during the night's attacks were scaueregi_
everywhere. With little to no sleep, Walter was ordered to clear the enemy out of the caves on Hill 50C.




3rd Battalion when. they were suddenly attacked. Japanese soldiers charged forward out of the “dense Juixgle
camouflage, like the Japanese advance below, while firing from their bayoneted rifles and throwing grenades.

 Walter was now in survival mode and could only fight with everything he had as the suffering cries of his

fellow Marines could be heard when they fell, often to their death, during the hand-to-hand combat.

Once the hill was taken by the 3/25, they continued their advance‘until intense enemy machine gun f:Lre stopped '

them. A1l during the night, the Japanese attacked and even tried to infiltrate the Marines by pretendmg to be
dislodged c1v1hans wandering in the roads in darkness.




‘action, like the Marlnes flghtlng in Saipan above, as hundreds of enemy SOldleI‘S of the 317th-
Independent Infantry Battalion attacked ip a fierce firefight.Determined to-take back the

* hill, the Japanese soldiers _fanatically screamed "Shichi Sei Hokoku" (seven lives for one's_
cOuntry) as they flred their rlfles and machine guns and 1obbed hand grenades. The assau

battle mlxed w1th the putrid-smells of death. Enemy bodies lay scattered everywhere, and t,he

: whlmpermg/crles of the mortally wounded would forever haunt the living.
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By July 2, the 25th Marines had B
the 4th Mapine Division and weré /
att.acklng west to assist the Army's 27th

i D1v1s1on 1n north central Saipan, where

there was 81gn1f1cant enemy res:.stanc:e.
Walter and the 3rd Battalion wered
positioned.in the very center of t.he
front 11ne, where the combat was the most
fierce. They suffered so many casualtles
that their commander, Lleute \nt- Colonel
Chambers, reduced the 3rd Batta i
only.two companle’s

On July 6, Walter fought the enemy‘along
‘the cliffs of the 417-foot Mount

Petosukara, located on the island's
northeast, with close combat condaftlons

in the rocky terrain. G ) Lok

: The ‘end nearing, the Japanese. struck

with ‘a mass:Lve banzai charge, which
caused severe losses for the 3/25. Or' July '
9, the 25th Marines, 24th Marines, and
2nd Marines took Marpi Point, which was

i the 1ast objective.on the island's ;
| nerthern tlp. Sadly, Walter would w1tness

hundreds of Japanese, including '’ o [

'cmlh/ans, committing suicide. Some shot.
‘ themselves while most ‘Jumped from the
; clmf}f‘s into t.he sea.
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_Tinian and its airfields were the next objective. It 'was an island 3 1/2 miles south of Saipan.
Its landscape was primarily flat, besides the steep cliffs surrounding it.-The highest point
was Mount, Lasso, which rose 564 feet. 'I.‘lnlan's sugar cane flelds €o ed most of.‘,the 1sland. =

Walter rose early on July 24, 1944. After eating a hearty breakfast and checklng' his 'equipment:
n the morning darkness, he boarded his designated Amtrac. By 0600, it reached the ass:Lgned
ging area offshore. As dawn broke, Walter. could see Tlnlan s Whlte Beach 2 in the dlstance



E '

; “get his squad out, of their Amtrac into the walst—hlgh sea and
y onto the beach (similar to the Marines above landing on ;

Tlnlan) Unlike other landing beaches, White Beach.2 was
loaded with mines, booby-traps, and plllboxes tpictured-at

~left), which significantly slowed the Marlnes.

: ,'Once off the beach, the 3/25 charged inland to attack the

:hlgh ground towards 390-foot Mount Maga.

It was sull on the first day of. the invasion. By 1630, they ok

were ordered to halt the advance, set up defenses,’dig = -
: foxholes, and string barbed w1re in prep iration for t.he
»-1nev1table count rattack, 3 e




"

“Along w1th Walter, Company "K" also had PFC Orville Hartley Showers, Corporal Alfred- Jdﬁeph Daigle, PFC
| Frederick Carlo, Corporal Henry Leon Haberski, and PFC James Chester Yeaple doing their best to dig.foxholes in
& preparation for a banzai counterattack. They could only dig so deep because the ground was *hard. Daigle was a
g machine gunner; his tin box ammunition handler was Showers, a Canadian. Even though he was-an ammunltlon
“handler, Yeaple was in his foxhole with a machlne 8un. They were next to Carlo, a rlfleman, ana ‘ﬁaberskl, a Pohsh
k1d who was an automatlc rlfleman. 3

As the nlght set in, no one was to leave their foxhole, and there was no place to go to the t011et, ‘80 1t, was.a mess.”
;Each Marine was so exhausted that they would start dozing off to sleep, but one man had to stay alert for an-hour
before Waklng up-the other guy. His turn for sieep, Carlo was startled awake by machlne gun flre and v01ces. It was



destroyed by sunI‘lSE.

the fllckerlng 11ght from the burnlng
flames and flares overhead. Therstench
.of heavy,*sordld smoke was everywhere. .
Deep, <hilling fear, known only.to
those ‘facing death, strangulated the
mind. There were so many Japanese
soldiers in the advance that many were
able to overrun the 3/25 Company "K".
foxholes of Showers, Daigle, and '
Yeaple, who fought for their lives“’in
mortal hand-to-hahd combat. Sho‘Wers \
and Daigle weré found dead w1

several Japanese, big guys, lylng
bleedmg and dead on top of t.hem..

Showers, Daigle, and Yeaple would be j

| buried side by side at graves #1]76 #11

1

and #118 at the Marine Cemetery o
‘Tinian. ‘

‘200 Japanese troops had broken
through the 3/25 front line and spht
nto two groups. One attacked the 2nd
Battallon, 14th Marines, who had to
1ght as infantry. The second enemy
group reached the rear of the 25th
Marines. The attack1ng enemy was

Pictured at right are

. intheir foxhole, w1th the bodles of six

dead Japanese around the

counterah&ack on Tlnlan in ’che early
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assembled and ordered to move Out. to the next ob.]ectlve for July 25, MOunt Maga. The 2/25 took up L

: pOSlthn directly in front of the 390-foot h111. At the same time, the 1/25 and Walter's 3725 encircled it-:
from the east‘and west like the above Tinian photograph. Murderous enemy re tore 1nto the advan01ng
‘Marines; who put their 81mm mortars and tanks-into action agalnst suspec > ;

‘1ts capture. - Thinet



e

:.,q? "K".pan headlong into dug-in enemy troops that burst into a flreflg\n, that lasted until the Ja;pnese forces

were destroyed. The day ended with the 3/25 in def‘ens1ve positions outside Tinian Town. (seerrin the dig tance—

the above photograph) The falling rain and mortar shells ensured little rest for Waltér during the nlght. Thy
next day, still heading south, they passed through Airfield No. 4 without resistance. On July 31 Walt.er and thA
3/25 were attached to the 23rd Marines and ‘were ordered to*protect th611‘ left flank. Z

-As the Marines neared the end of the island, resistance stiffened. The final drive was made on August 1, 1944,
when the 23rd and 24th Marines spearheaded to the island's southern tlp, stopplng at Lalo Po:mt. Ti 1an was
declared secure, alt.hough mopping up patrols would continue fon many ‘months, 2

Walter. boarded the USAT Anabelle Lykes on August 5. Between Saipan and Tinian, he lost count of his m-issing ;
buddies. He could not say much about it; that's just how it was. The transport arflved at Maul, Hawaii, on’

August 22, Each day alive was a good day. The worst was yet to come.



¢ ysnany - g AMr 3noy sjewrxoxddy s 1ajem -

julod o007 momq>

0002

aNV1SI NVINIL
1242

odJiow

HOEGYVH
NOYVHNNS

tuiod
uonbing

7] G.D&:v 2

tulod
bojosol

. YIONIS
: NOILO3Y 10
ol1avY

3LIHM

T

01314417 1/
AKQ\JMD

NOILVIS
onavy

SOIIN ¢
uodiog
jutod 1ysn




t:ewerlng volcano, Haleakala, looked down on them. It was a famlllar place and very comfortlng after the Saipan and
§ Tinian killing fields. These Marines lived for the moment. The long hours of tralnmg each day kept their minds from~
thlnklng too~much about their-lost brothers. They only knew their next, ob,]ectlve was Island "X" -

Each day at Camp Maui began with an early morning bugle call of revellle. Walter would then ‘spen, numerous hours on

- combat—related field problems hkely to be encountered on Island "X". At the end of each day, the mud~covered Marines-
5 w0uld drop into the luxurious comfort of their cots. Buses and trucks drove those w1th liberty to .the nearby,towns of‘
sldakawao, Haiku, Kahulul, and Wailuku. The rest had to be satisfied with the daily ration-of-two bottles of beer and ‘the

nlghtly butdoor movie. “Still, 1t, was miraculous-how a few beers and a movie could ease the gnawing. uncertalntles of war.
raderie tha; ‘b0und them together forged a brotherhood that united even unto-the shadows of deat.h. Walt.er w"s =
¢ moted muSergeam on December 7, 1944, but bemg in the fleld he-would have to wait to sew the- new rank on his Blues.»:‘

o On Januar‘y 6, 1945,%‘a1t.er and the 3/25 sailed to Maalaea Bay, Mauz, -to take part in a practice amphlblous landlng. Then, “; " :

on January 9 hé traveled to Pearl Harbor to spend precmus 1 berty hours In Honolulu. From Jaﬂuary 13‘18, Walter was



. The island is anchored at its narrow southern tlp by Mount Surlbachl, a SSU—fOOt-hlgh extlnct vo\lcano

Iwo Jima was one of the strongest island fortresses in the world. It was defended by 21,()(.)0 of the

"»r loyal Japanese soldiers sworn to their "Courageous Battle Vows". Miles of trenches, caves, and tunnels

\ ‘i honeycombed its volcanic rock. Numerous concrete bunkers and pillboxes were located around the island
each armed with Japan's most deadly weapons. It appeared to be unconquerable.

& The nlghts grew colder as the 80()-sh1p convoy steamed north towards Iwo Jima. Frequent school session
. occurred on board, and the Marines were taught all aspects and landmarks of the 1sland but no amount \\'
Y’ 1ectures or studles could have prepared them for the ferocity of the coming battle.- Y :



"

~D-Day on Iwo Jima, February 19, 1945. After an early breakfast of steak and eggs,

¢ Walter and Company "K'"-of the 3/25, led by Lieutenant Colonel Chambers, retrieved
their weapons and packs below deck and.reported to theirdanding stations. A~

: chaplaln asked for a moment of silence and recited the 23rd Psalm. B

3 After they climbed over the gunwales and down the rope nets 1nto the awaltlng

‘on- that “1sland!". After all the naval bombardment., the island was-unusually qulet,
there was no Tnoise or flrlng, and so the Marlnes probably thought he was I‘l&ht-




Once the Jaw of the Amtrac op‘éned he could only see mounds of black volcanic sand. The beaeh was quiet, w1th

| rothing going on.’ There was no action. Some of the Company "K"LVT's had to unload flve-gallon cans of water,
,: boxes of ammunlnon, and ponchos and toss them on the beach for later use. The extra waterand ammunition made
| ¥ sense, but the Marines must have"wondered why all the ponchos. That would be answered within the next few hours.’
! When Walter Jumped Out of the Amtrac, the soft volcanic sand reached h1s ankles and made walklng tOugh.

“As 3/25 Company "K" BAR rifleman PFC-Bill Hudsen.later recalled after the Marlnes were all on the- beach "All of
_‘a sudden, about five to ten minutes Later, a big flare went up, and that was a signal for the Ja:panese to open
flre." Léoking back on that day, machine gunner Corporagl Andrew H. Christian, alsain Company "K i sa1d

? "Somethlng happened. They cut loose as soon as we got on the beach." 2 D e\ Bt <

: It was an absolute chaotlc nightmare. The Marines were easy targets. Walter was under enemy fire from artillery,
mortar, machine gun, tank, and sniper rifle. A1l the officers in Company "K" were killed or wounded in the flrst 2
éi\f’s*of the. flghtlng. Company "K" PFC Bill Hudson recalled; "My lieutenant was next to me, five feet away from -~
Qe A smper pulled ‘a bullet right in his head. One shot kllled hlm. I pulled him close to me to be sure'he was~ =7
dead. Tt wa§ the first-time I'd seen a dead person who T knew. He was my platoon leader,my Second Lleutenant. S

¥ ‘knew he was dead, and it kind of shook me up, but he had a .45 automatic pistol, and I took it from him to.

"supplement my B,AR _because I knew he didn't need that anymore.,I had a .45 aytomatic.pistol with me in addition to
my BAR durlng “the battle. Everybody was scared because you dldn't. know what was gmng to t;appen. Yoxuhdn't Know
what was gomg to happen next.\he fear of not». knowlng. :




As Company "K';.'Corporal(Andrew' H. Christian saw i
and couldn't move for the whole day. We were just 51tt1ng there in a hole'on the beach in the- sanﬁ. Droppu&g
shells all around." 5

mortar shell or artlllery shell. It was where a Marine stood moments earller, but now he was in little pieces and» =
would later be classified as missing in action. Walter would have seen dead, wounded, and blown—apart Marines.
Arms, legs, and body parts were scattered everywhere. Heavy, fog-like dark smoke and terrible noises of- constant
screaming and yelling were in this absolute chaos. ' :



™,

As a Sergeant, Walter would have done his best to get h.’ts men off the beach to/rmve >
inland, which was difficult because dlrectly in front were three Japanese tanks thét had
been buried up to their turrets. On their extreme right flank was a small cliff, and'-

~above it were unseen enemy defenders in cleverly camouflaged pillbox bunkers. They

swept the beach with deadly fire, inflicting destructive Marine carnage. Walter.knew

that lf they could take out one of these bunkers, his\\‘squad could reach their objective:
the Quarry. He had only to’summon the fearless courage and show his men the way

forward.




e

It was time-to act. Sergeant Walter Koziar attacked t,he closet b‘d‘nker by directing his men an

controlling their f:Lre. While bravely leadlng the beachhead p111b0x assault, he was struek down bx erremyk
gunshot- wounds t,o hls chest. . ; o ;

i Walter's young life was now in its final moments. Each breath-was a trlumph. The volcanic sand, once :
recalcitrant, was now embracing. Perhaps his thoughts drifted to that peaceful childhood in Shamokin or :
his joyful sports-filled days growing up in Newark. No doubt his mother would miss him dearly. He could -
do nothing now but gracefully let go into the Father's gentle\hands.

After taking on murderous enemy fire, the 3/25 successfully reached the Quarry, but they had been -
decimated. Of the 900 Marines that landed that morning, over half were dead, wounded, or missing.
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" The President of the United States takes pride in presenting ;the-BRO‘NZE AR MEDAL posthumously';
to SERGEANT WALTER KOZIAR, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, for service as set 3
forth in the following CITATION:

"For heroic service as a Machine—gﬁn Squad Leader, serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Twenty-Fifth
Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, on 19
February 1945. Undaunted by.intense enemy fire, Sergeant Koziar repeatedly exposed himself to hostile barrages in
order to better direct his men and control their fire against strong Japanese beach defenses. Although mortally

wounded while leading an assault on a fanatically defended enemy bunker, his inspirational leadership enabled his
men to successfully complete the crucial attack. His fearless determination and unyielding devotion to duty reflect .

~ the highest credit upon Sergeant Koziar and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life in the e
service of his country.” ;



buried on March 1, 1945, at
the 4th Marine Division
Cemetery on Iwo Jima
(pictured left) in Plot #1,
Row #11, Grave #530.

E '

A Hero's Welcome

Time to come home dear
brother

Your tour of duty through
You've given as much as ényone
Could be expected to do.

Just.a few steps fuhtbbr

¥ I N
The smoke will start to clear

1
{

Others here will guilie yaﬁ

N

You have no peed to fear. '

You have not failed your '

‘ brothers

You dearly gavé it all

'

Ahd through your sél.f'less
actions el

Others will hear the call.
So, take your place of honor

Among those who have gone
beffore ¢

And 'know you will be
remembered

For now, and evermore.
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x of Artifact

s 185 : REGISTRAR’S REPORT
j DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRA

HEIGHT WEIGHT
(Approx.) (Approx.) COMPLEXION

‘White TR B i A A Sy (X
HAIR

Light
REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after February 17, 1897 and on or before December 31, 1921) Nearo Blonde leddy
3 7 e e R e AR ORI N ORI 7R RN Y N L S bR R T

T Brown | Freckled

_Black Light brown

Dark brown
(Number and : > S
[THE PLACE O 3 NC ¥ WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
J RTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL] Filipino

VY Other obvious physical characteristics that will aid in identification.

I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
all of his answers of which I have knowledge are true, except as follows:

(Exobhan,

7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF P

8. EMPLOYER’S NAM
" Bighature of fegistran)
9. PLACE OF EMPLOYME Registrar for Local Board..

1. F. D numbe S 2 Date of registration
A¥yiIEM THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

D.S.S.Form 1 ¥ P 16—21630-1
(Revised 1-142 (over)

(STAMP OF LOCAL BOARD)

(The stamp of the Local Board having jurisdiction of the registrant
shall be placed in the above space)

16—21630-1
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MARINE CORPS RESERVE
Walter none 3

File Nv.

me) (Middle name, if any) (Surname, in cap )

to enlist in the UNITED S i MARINE CORPS RESERVE for the DURATION OF THE 1
~ ~ » 2 N ‘-'
EMERGENCY, do declare that I was born _ 26th May

. in the State of __ ’

ncx(hc_r wife nor child and that there nobody dependent upon me for support beyond my lity to contribute from the
pay of a private; that I know of nothing wrong with my health or body that the doctor did not find when he examined me;
that I am of good habits and character; that no judge or jury has ever found me guilty of a crime; that I have never d rted
from the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or Revenue Cutter Service, and have never been discharged
therefrom with a dishonorable, bad-conduct, undesirable, or inaptitude discharge, or for disability, and that I have never
served therein except as stated to the recruiting officer and recorded on the reverse side of this contract; that I am by present
occupation a AN et ; and that I am a citizen of the United States. I agree to accept from
the United States such bounty, pay, rations, and clothing as are or may be established by law, and if discharged by sentenice
of court tial or for bad conduct, undesirability, unfitness, or inaptitude, I agree to surrender my uniform in exchange
for civilian clothing.

Given at SDHS : v ~this _2nd day of 0

% (Ssgn;[u:'c of appli
U.S. M. C/?W

DATE AND NATURE OF ANY WAIVER
RIS TSTANDr - 0————

Transferred 2ot 23 5 ST T IR

Walter KOZIAHw

L e o , do hereby acknowledge
to have voluntarily enlisted as a PRIVATE in the VOLUNTEER MARIN s RESERVE for the DURATION OF THE
NATIONAL EMERGENCY, unless sooner discharged by competent authority; and I‘do obligate myself during such
enlistment to serve in the Marine Corps in time of war or during the existence of a national emergency declared by the
President. And I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America;
that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies whomsoever; and that I will obey-the orders of the
President of the United States, and the orders of the officers appoi ted over me, according to the-Rules and Asticles for the
Government of the Army, Navy, and Marine C(:‘rps of the United States. And-I-do-further swear (or affirm) that all

ements made by me, as now given in this record, are correct. 4
state y g S s 22t

(Signature of enlisted ma; y. full)

Subscribed and duly sworn to before me at

day of _. OCTOBER D195 “""“}l :

y, that I minutely inspected the above-named man previous to his enlistment, and that he entirely sober when

enlisted ; that, to the best of my judgment and belief, he f\lllﬁlls all lcg:\l requirement }ut, ..mc; Atul}l,\ ”,m‘““f"g ‘h~m1'~“ the

nature of the service he is to perform, I have enlisted him into the service of the Ulmt’ ‘l N“”‘T,‘”Y e t x]d \:{umt(lot}n l)nvxl‘_;f;:

as duly qualified to perform the duties of an ablc-bo«hcjd marine, and in domg s 1_.\1\‘Ll 5@[« t\ o'\A ‘1 tva (.:"L,L:\ %nonl\l '\\Amv

govern the recruiting service; also that the prior service as shown on the reverse side has been verified by me personally from
a

the man’s discharge certificates, and that I am satisfied that his status as lu/uu{u/n}lup is § abgiic o L

U.S M. C.____, Recruiting O fhicer.

Name and address of person to be notified in case of emergency, giving degree of relationship; if friend, so state:

-4 N
ON AND HELEN KOZIAR, 182, 16th Avenue, ewark, N,J..
Name) T ; {Address, including name of street and number of house) (Relationship)

idence, with street and number - 16th Ave., Newark, Essex, N.J. .

. Native b 1. 8.; i N S,
‘0 be signed by the officer or noncommissioned officer witnessing signature. 1 Native born, use initials U, S.; natusatized, N. U. S,

16—20002-1
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Citizenship

Date of birth 1‘5

Place of birth...5= ;F//‘? i

Name, relationship, and add
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during minori
Foreign shore service last enlistment (months
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Sea service last enlistment (months
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N, LWL ITTH MBRINGS)
fOURTH MARINE DIVISiolr y PLEET MARINE ¥ORCKS
C/C FLEET POST JEPICE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

Embarked on bosrd U,S.S. LEONARD WoOD, 12 M

salled rc* ”e”rltorv of Heawall, 29 May, l
larianas Islands,

()]

O

uly, 1041, verticipeted in
slands

July, 1944, to 3 August, 1944, perticiprted
7 Msrisng Iglands,
YES,: 5" Augusgt,

29
g 5
refrom 7 Augus

n borsd U, S.A.T. ADABZILE
Tﬁ:iﬂ?ﬁs Iglands, sallcd

t
Lugust, 1944 at Meui, T, H.
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. Sevils
lAtLt., U xé,
Adj. & Personnel O,

he

Mdudﬂxg good-conduct medals and bars, but excluding those awarded for qualification with infantry weapons), BADGES, AND DECORATIONS;: MEDAL OR
BADGE NUMBER AND DATE AWARDED

L] TThllS OF ( OMM ENDATION (l’nslcd on page 23)

BY WHaoM IssuxD




L L 41

LET} ;or, FLEET MARIN
4 e
TFIRD BATTALION, TVENTY-FIRTH MARIVES,
FOURTH MARINE DIVISION, FLERT MARIVE WORCE,
0/0 FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRATCISCO, CALIF.

Embarked on board LST No._§ fY , 19 January, 1945, at ¥
from Territory of Fawaii, 22 January, 1945, Digembarked 19 TFe
Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands.

19 February, 1945 wa%wm particivated in the Battle of Iwo J
Volcano Islands. : \ ~
{ 1/ i
\JkL}PQJkUJ A
¥. C. S”"L"%
1stLt. ,USHC
Adj & Bn Personnel O.

=i

=
v
3 tL
P

D cte

MEDALS (including good-conduct medals and bars, but exc!udmg those awarded for qunhﬁcauon with mfantry weapons), BADGES, AND DECORATIONS; MEDAL OR

AN DATD AWARNED

HEADQUARTERS, THIRD BATTALIOI‘,
TWENTY-FIFTH MAR "“S FOURTH MARINE DIVISION,
FLEET MARINE FORCE, c/o FLEZT POST OFFICE,
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

for award of the Bronze Star liedal for meritorious
m ec‘cio'l against the enemy on Iwo Jima, Volcano
See Letter and Citation on Page v3 559 T

\\ LU Sl |
N . C, 8YLE,1stlt,, USLC,
Jutant & Personi 10 Q.
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REASON YOR INSIEC

11812 MCS QUANTICO, VA. 9-1-42--800

WEAPONS SCHOOL
RIFLE RANGE DETACHMENT

$VMARINE BARRACKS, il

This is to certify that the below-named man

Walter. Koziar
has satisfactorily completed the
RIFLE COMPANY COURSE
of six weeks from 3. May, 1943
to - Sl IR T yme s 2O . T -
achieved the following grades in the indicated
U.S. RIFLE, CAL. .30, M1903
U.S. RIFLE, CAL. .30, M1

U.S. CARBINE, CAL. .30, M1

BROWNING AUTOMATIC RIFLE, CAL. .30,
M1918AZ2

BROWNING MACHINE » CAL. .30,
M1919A4

AUTOMATIC PISTOL, CAL. .45, M1911,
M1911A1

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN, CAL. .45,
M1928A1

REISING SUBMACHINE GUN, CAL. 45,
M50, 556 AND 60

60mm MORTAR, M2
HAND GRENADES
RIFLE GRENADES
RRQUBERG
CORKDA XN PO XOCEROS QAN
TROHNIRUECOBCRRIX
BAYONET (PERSONAL COMBAT)
Y ohnson Light Machine Gun, Cal.e30
AVERAGE GRADE
STANDING IN CLASS OF _ &b

3ING GRADE
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INFANTRY WEAPONS RECORD
Rifle Qualification Course

WHERE ATTACHED

RANK OF Vrm ING
FICER / ’1

No. AND DATE M.Q.
ORDER !

| DATE INSIGN]
DELIVERED

= COURSE QUALIFICATION OR DATE INSIGNIA
WHERE ATTACHEL o SCOR DELIVERED

AUTOMATIC RIFLE, THOMPSON 8

SUBMACHINE GUN, MACHIN UN, 37 MM GUN, 3” MORTAR, BAYONET, RIFLE
GRENADE, HAND GRENADE

delivered

SPECIAL MILITARY QUALIFICATIONS

Gun pointer, stating type of gun, e!

ilot, motor mechanic, rig

ddler, horseshoer, veterinari

COMBAT GINEERS.—Draftsman, military maps, demo!

COMMUNICATIONS.—Radio operator, radio mechanic, telep
lineman, signalman, etc.

| MISCELLANEOUS.—Scout, interpreter, chauffeur, tank driver,

ARTILLERY.

tractor driver,
railroad engineer, armorer, range estimator, instrument operator, ete,

{ {Z &(&. A \;/l.l.-

l'p N/ Ssn 137, ? /e o




MARKS, SCARS, ETC. MARKS, SCARS, ETC.,

(Marked in nk by Medical Examiner) (Marked in red ink by Medical Examiner)

5 -
& AN RIGHT HAND
Ry Y ) Rolled nt of thumb and each
b | L] finger
. -’
W
B 2 S
,;‘ LS
%
A
z y
3
- A
¢ b od
% o
=)
>
]
‘

:
- ’ Date and nature of any waiver
Examined.....___.

a £ ¢ = NO
; . g Eyes_ 4. loce — $A/EN
P ; A . ; Halrpl k.. [otasn

Complexion ,/- 2

J'3
Height éR “5# _.inches,

iy s
[ 7= _pounds

Leyr HAND— Plain imprint of [ taken simultaneously
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()-® NANE_ U W 2 AT ) /
{PRINT CLEARLY) (LAST NAME) (FIRST NAME) (MIDDLE NAME)  |(1+A) sounce|(1+B) (R) SPECIAL BRANCH

. ‘ (13)-®
- ) BIRTHPLACE . [ ) HOW LONG ___ 1 =0 .
<! (2) BIRTHPLACE OF MARINE_= K1 IN U.S. YEARS MAIN OCCUPATION ,L,, 1O X
(GIVE CITY AND STATE OF U. 8. OR NAME OF FOREIGN COUNTRY) “ occumno?u DICTIONARY CODE) ,4:[3!:;-50
e - | ~ Ne
(3)-® DATE OF BIRTH OF MARINE_ V1Y 2o 192 | 4-98.050 !
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\1[);.'-.- a T S0L

¢
(GIVE CITY AND STATE OF U. S. OR NAME OF FOREIGN COUNTRY) [ esS
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J GRAD- | NAME AND LOCATIONS MAJOR SUBJECT DEGREE
Numb ’
‘et | UATED | OF INSTITUTIONS OR AND DATE éaﬂﬁgiiﬁp f -
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NOT ATTEMPT

AINED IN ARMY RE

5
e
HIGHEST ARMY

GRADE NAVY  C

}- ®PREVIOUS MILITARY EXPERIENCE

LAST "PEK_IAL TPAIN]NG
Dis

aRsFl  SPECIFIC NATURE

TO FILL OUT THIS CARD WITHOUT FIRST READING INSTRUCTIONS .
GULATIONS 615-25 AND U S M.C SUPPLEMENT VERY CAREFULLY

RI(‘[IVI’D

‘YEARS MO'S

|
(22)- @ SERVICE SCHOOLS, ARM NU”EERI
OR SERVICE WEEKS

COURSE

SCHOOL

YEAR
GRADUATED RATING

. ﬁl“*-nbl}o-nuled in s
pf Iwo Pima.

wction against the er

Remains intenred in 4th

| Iwo Jima Island, Plot #1, |Rfow

(274)jmnn SERVICE
CLASS T\C [

CLASS Y E=)

OTHER =)

o Or'R

(27)-@° CLASSIFICATION IN MILITARY SPECIALTIES

160)-®

DATE OF

DESIGNATION

SPEC. SERIAL No.

DATE OF CLASSIFICATION

ENLISTMENT
(crOSs ouT ONE) INBHETION
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DS MC CASUALTY REPORT . 20McrdS ., No S5 020881
NAM e RANK SRS —E::"—_-—I-DENTW—
KOIJiAR walter , 2gt ' UsM 470657
m TYPE OF CASUALTY AREA DATE OF CASUALTY
DATE AFPT./ENLIST | PLACE OF APFT./ENLIST DATE ACTIVE DUTY PRIORSERJMISC. STA| MARITAL | RACE
20548 |iow York, W.x.  |3octdz [%e | s |u
CATE OF EIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH LEGAL RESIDENCE AVCAD
26May2l Shamokin, Pa Newark, N.J.
NEXT OF KIN RELATION| AUDRESS OF KIN
Mr.&Mrs. Miron K oziar Prnt 182, 16th Ave.

Newark, N.Jersey

BENEFICIARY (Name and Address )

9951_5{;_!&522_52339r' Father, Address above.

PLACE OF CASUALTY - N JRE OF WOUNI PRESENT STATUS

o, Volcano Is'

DATE AND SOURCE OF REPORT 4§ ‘V R'L:p*z Mwlso 235 Cwbezge F‘CG CH (,KLR,
"MFPAC TO MARCORPS REC'D 14Mar46.REC'DCASDIV OMaPpd s WL4;
NAME K CLASS IDENT. NO,

KOZIAR, Walter usMcr X

ov\vK

2 #2-IJ fr CG HQ 4thMarDiv PIMF to:SECNAV dtd
reo Ld-13Mardss5,.  (ref)
Sernce Record Book recewed JUN 23 184
***Cert of death fr Bu M&S rec'd DiJ/ ul45,. (bm)

IS TR IS o SR MR AL R 33 R i S U e

Evergreen Cem,Hillside,N.J.Appl dtd 2200t47 (meg)
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FROM: COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

T0: MR & MRS MIRON KOZIAR (PARENTS)

3182 SIXTEENTH AVENUE

EWARK NEW JERSEY
DEEPLY REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR

RELATIONSHIP '
RANK-NAME

cLassiricationf SON SERGEANT WALTER KOZIAR USMOR

WAS KILLED IN ACTION

DATE-LOCATION)

19 FEBRUARY 19456 AT IWO JIMA VOLCANO ISLANDS
IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTY AND SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY. WHEN

INFORMATION IS RECEIVED REGARDING BURIAL YQU WILL BE NOTIFIED. TO
PREVENT POSSIBLE AID TO OUR ENEMIES DO NOT DIVULGE THE NAME OF HIS
SHIP OR STATION, PLEASE ACCEPT MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY. LETTER
FOLLOWS.

RELEASED B A A VANDEGRIFT

~ M G CRAIO LIEUT GENERAL USMC

ATE COMM ) T OF THE INE CORPS
DATE 20 MARCH 1048 MMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORF
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Koziar, U

dao-hereby acknowledge receipt of the following pe

1o him:

1

1
1
1
1L
2
1
ik
i
1
1L
7
2

, Miron Kozlar, father of the late Sergeant
. S. Marine .Corpe“Reserve,

Song Bock.
Newspeper Clipping.
Newspaper.

Red Crogs Card.
Picture.

Note Books,

Set of Chop Sticks.,
Knife,

Fountain Pens.
Pencil.

Spoon,

Nail File,

Foreign Colns,
Religious Medeals,
Japanese Papers and Cards.
Personel Cards.
Personal Letters,
Envelopes.

Part of one Rosary.
Japanese Souvenirs,

rsonal® effects belohging



“ome | The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
—senting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PGP SERGEANT WALTER KOZIAR,
ECHR UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

e 4 =3 A7 , ,f;:‘ﬁ'or service as set forth in the following

%, 4R . ‘ S| CITATION:

P A R R T “For heroic service as a Machine-gun Squad Leader,
N A R |2 ~—  serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Ma-
Nop T (Rehab rines, Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japa-~
P o nd b [P i nese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, on 19 February 1945,
] | Undaunted by intense enemy fire, Sergeant Koziar repeatedly
exposed himself to hostile barrages in order to better direct
his men and control their fire against strong Japanese beach
defenses, Although mortally wounded while leading an assault
on 2 fanatically defended enemy bunker, his Inspirational leader-
£ ehip enabled his men to successfully complete the ¢rueial attack.
R Aot His fearless determination and unyielding devotion to duty re-
g7 | flect the highest credit upon Sergeant Koziar and the UnitedStates
VR Naval Service, He gallantly gave his life in the service of his
country,”’

o ey For the President,
g JAMES FORRESTAL

SN

Secretary of the Navy,

-Newark, New Jersey,
Bl_Shamokin, Pennsylvania,

e NO PUBLICITY 70 BE QIVEN
R o oL UNTPEE HOTIFICATION OF —
bkl : PRESENTATION HAS BEZE§ Ruoprfep,




