
Install Kali Linux on Raspberry Pi 

 

 

I first updated and upgraded my Raspberry Pi Zero W. I then used the command: “sudo apt 
edit-sources” and selected option 1 and it suggested to update and upgrade again so I did. I 
added Kali Linux public keys to my Raspberry Pi OS by using command wget -q -0 – 
https://archive.kali.org/archive-key.asc | sudo apt-key add  and then performed an update 
using command sudo apt update && sudo apt upgrade -y and ignored error messages.  

I then installed the headless Kali Linux using the command sudo apt install kali-linux-arm and 
accepted defaults (entered “y” when asked). I updated and upgraded again upon the 
suggestion of a prompt. I then entered the command: “sudo touch /boot/ssh” before 
proceeding to reboot. To reboot, I used command sudo reboot and rebooted.  

Then when I tried to ssh in, it wouldn’t, and I noticed that it would blink green 7 times fast with 
a pause and repeat. I tried to re-image but that didn’t work. I tried another SD card, but it didn’t 
work. I reimaged the SD card successfully with raspberry pi lite 32.  I was able to ssh in. I 
followed the steps above. I then followed step for but was returned with “illegal instruction.” 
When I update and upgrade, I get the same. Any command returns it. And cannot login ssh 
even though it shows on my client list. Added ssh folder to boot. Reimaging again. It will not let 
me login with my “pi@homemade” says host key has changed for homemade but will let me 
login ssh pi@192.168.0.14. 

Downloaded image from kali linux website for raspberry pi zero w and using the imager to 
install it. I could not get it to ssh connect. I tried adding wpa_supplicant.conf with ssh and edits 
to config files. Did not work. Pi would not show up under WiFi client list. 

Reimaged to install legacy, still wouldn’t allow me to login under “homemade” but would under 
“pi@192.168.0.14.”  Followed the steps above. When updating it always stops when 
encountering the base-passwd, but this time I am able to progress to “sudo apt install kali-linux-
arm”. 

This is for my own records: 

https://archive.kali.org/archive-key.asc
mailto:pi@192.168.0.14


 

 

Troubleshooted my Raspberry pi Zero W and decided to switch over to my 4b. 



 

 

I received my 7” monitor, keyboard, and mouse in the mail. I downloaded the kali linux arm for 
4b 64bit and am using the imager to install it on my 128Gb SD card. My display said, “no signal” 
and there is only a red light shining, no green. I am assuming that it didn’t boot. After some 
online research, it appears that I just needed to add code so the display would pick up signal. I 
added hdmi_force_hotplug=1 on config.txt file and I have signal on display. I login (kali, kali). I 
changed settings using sudo kalipi-config. I then started kismet, opened the webpage that 
kismet directed me to, and set up my login credentials. I then added enabled the data sources 
for Bluetooth and WiFi and I could see the devices and packets. 

 



 


