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1 Peter 1:1

1 Peter, an spostie of Jesus Crnist,

To God's dlect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galada,
Cappedociz, Asa and Bithynia, “who have bzen choszn acoceding 1o the foreknowledge
of God the Father, #rough the sancifying work of fhe Spirk. to be obzdiznt 1o Jesus
Christ and sprinkled wih his bled:

Grace and peace be you's n atundanos.

Prase to God for & Livng Hope

*Praise e to he God and Father of cur Lord Jesus Christ! | his graat mercy he
has gven us new bith into a lving hope through the resurection of Jesus Christ fom
the dead, ‘and Into an inheritanca hat can never persh, spol of fade. This inheritance
Is kept in heaven for you, “who hirough faith are shizkded by God's power until e
comirg of the salation at Is ready to be ravealzd In #e last time. “In al this you
greaty rejokce, though now %or a ftfe whie you may have had to suffer grisfin al kinds
of trials. "These have come 50 hat e proven gendinzness of your faith—of greater
worth than goid, which perishes even fough refined by Sre—may result inpeaise, gory
and ronor when Jesus Cheist is revealed. "Though you have not sesn him, you love
him; and even hough you do not se2 him now, you beleve in him and are filed with
an rexpressibiz and glorous joy. “or you are rezeming e end result of your fakh,
the saivation of your souls.

“Conceming this saivaton, the prophets, who spake of the grace that was o come
to you, searched intzntly and wih the greatest care, "trying to fird out the tme and
crcumstances % which the Spirk of Crnst n them was pantng when e predicizd he
suferings of the Mssiah and the glodes that would folow. 't was reveslied to them
that they weee not sening femseives but you, when they spoke of the things hat
have now been told you by these who have preached the gospel % you by the Holy
Spurit seet from heaven. Even angels long 1o lock into these things.

“Therafore, with minds hat are alert and fully sober, szt your hops on e grace
to be brought % you when Jesus Crrist is revealed &t his coming. “As cbedient
childran, do not conform o the el desires you had when you lhved in gnarance. “But
Just a3 he who called you I3 hely, 30 be haly n &l you do; “for & Is writizn: “Be haly,
because | am hoy.™

"Sinoz you cal on a Fater who judges each parson's work mpartially, Ive out your
time 2 foreignees hare in reverent fear. “For you inow that it was not with pershabie
things such a3 sibver or gold hat you were redzemad from f2 empty way of e handed
down % you from your anosstors, bt with e pracious blood of Chist, a lamb without
blemish or defect. “Ha was choszn beloes the creation of the workd, but was raveaked
in tresa last mes for your sake. “Through him you believe in God, who rased him
from he dead and gleafizd him, and so yeur fath and hope are n God.

“Now at you have purfied yourszives by cbeying the truth so that you have
sincara kove for each other, love one anoter desply. from e heart” “For you have
been bom again, not o perishable sesd, but of impershablz, theough the Iving and
enduring werd of Ged. “For, *All pzople are b grass, and all their glory |s lke he
flowers of the fizkd, the grass wihiers and the flowers fall, “tut the word of the Lord
endures forever™ And ths is the word hat was preached to you

P16 Lew 114845 192
©1:22 Soms earty manuscripts fram & pure Aest
“1:25 Isaah 42:6-6 (sae Sephaghl]
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2 Trarefoee, rid yourselves of all malios end al decel, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind. ‘Like newborn baties, crave pure spiritaal mik, o thet by it you may grow
up in your saivation, 'now that you have fasted that the Loed Is good.

“As you come to him, the Ivng Stonz—rejected by humans but chosen by Ged and
precius ¥ him— “yeu also, like Iving sknes, are being tult into a spirtugl house*
to be & holy prisshood. offering spirual sacriices acoeptadle to God Prough Jesus
Christ. *For in Scripture it says: “See, | lay 8 stone n Zon, a chosen and precios
comersiong, and the one who Tusts in hem wil rever be put % shame.™

Now 10 you who belleve, this store s precious. But 1o those who do not beleve,
“Tre store e bulders rejected has become e comerstonz.™ ‘and,"A stone that
causas peogle 1o stumble and a rock that makes them fall They stumble because
they dsobey he meesage—which is also what they wers destned for.

"But you are a chosen pzopl, a royal prizsthood, 8 haly nation, God's spzcial
poss2ssion, hat you may deciare the praises of him who called you cut of darkness
into s wonderful kght. “Oncs you were not @ people, but now you are the pecple of
God; onoz you had not recemed mercy, but now you have received mercy.

“Dear fiends, | urge you, as foreignans and exles, o atetain from sinful desives,
which wage war against your sod. "“Live such good Iwes among the pagans that,
though they azcuse you of doing wrong, they may see your gaod desds and glorily
Gad on the day he visits us.

“Submit yourselves for the Lond's sake 1o every human authority. whethee 1o the
emgeror, 33 f2 suprems auhorfly, “or % governaes, who are sent by him to punish
those who do wrong and % commend those who do nght “For it is Ged's will that
by dolng good you shoud sllenos the ignorant talk of So0ish people. “Live as free
pecple, but do notuss your fresdom as 8 oower-up for et ive as God's slaves. "Show
proper respect 1o everyone, v the famly of bellevers, fear God, ronor the emperor.

“Siaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves 1 your masizes, notonly o those
who are good and consideeats, but also to thoss who ane harsh. “For tis commendabie
if somecne bears up under the pain of unjust suffening becauss they are conscious of
God. “But how Is It to your credit if you recetve @ bzating for doing wrong and endure
117 But if you sufer or daing good and you endure it, this s commendable before Ged.
“To this you were calied, because Christ sufferad for you, leaving you an example,
that you shoukd fokow in his staps.

“He committed no sin, and no dzozit was found in his mout.™ “When they hused
theirinsuls athim, he did not retaliste; when he suffered, he mads ro threats. Instasd,
he entrusted hmse¥ to him who udges justy. ““He himself tore cur sins” in his body
on e cross, 50 that we might de 10 sns and Ive for nghtzousness; by his wounds
you have been healed” “For “you were bk sheep going astray,” but now you have
retumed to the Shepheed and Overseer of your souls.

3 Wives, n P same way submi yoursabves 10 your own hushands so that, if any of
thee do net bellzve he woed, hey may be won over wihiout words by e beravier
of their wives, “‘when they ses ®e purity and reveranze of your Iives. Your teauty
shauld not come from outward adommeed, such as elaborate hakrstyles and the
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wearning of gold jewelry o fine clothes. ‘Rather, it shoud be that of your inner saif,
the unfading beauty of a gentie and quizt spnt, which Is of great worth in Ged's sight
“For this Is the way the holy women of e past who put el hoge in God used fo

adom They to thesr own husb “thz Sarah,
who obyed Abraham and calied him her ked. You are her daughters if you do what
15 nght and do not gve way 1o fear.

'Husbands, n e sama way be considerale as you e with your wives, and treat
tham with reapect as he weaker partnzr and as hekes with you o the gracious gt of
iz, 50 that nothing wil hindzr your prayers.

‘Finaly, &l of you, be likz-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be
compassionate and humble. “0o not repay evil with el or ineult with insult. On the
conary, repay vl with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may
inhert a blesaing. " For, “Whoever would love Ife and ses good days must keep ther
tongue from el and her lips from deceiful spzech. "' They must fam frem evi and
do good, they must seek peaoe and pursus it “For the eyes of e Lord are on the
rightecus and his ears are amenive to ther prayer, but e face of e Lord s against
thos2 who do ewl™

“Who i going to hamm you If you are eager to do good? “But even if you should
suffer for what is right. you are blesszd. "Do not fear thelr threats®, do not be fightened
“But In your hearts reweee Crrist as Lord. Aways be prepared to give an angwer 1
everyone who 2sks you to give e reason for e hope fat you have. But do s
with gentieness and respect, “keeping a clear consoence, 30 Pat thoes who speak
malckusly against your gozd behavier in Chiist may be ashamed of their siander. “Fer
#is better, if & is God's will, %o suffer for doing good than for daing el *For Christ also
sufizred cnoz for sins, the righteous for the unrighzous, 1o bring you to God. He was
pt 10 dzath In the body bt made alve in the Spirk. "After baing mads dive,' he went

1 Peter 5:14

"The end of al thirgs & nar. Theredors be alert and of scber mind 50 that you
may peay. ‘Above al, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multtude
of sins. "Offer hospitaliy % one anather withaut grumbiing. "Each of you shoud use
whatewer gift you have recsived to serve others, as faithiul stewards of God's grace in
ts various forms. ¥ amyone speaks, they should do 50 83 one who speaks the very
wards of Ged. f ampone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, o
trat in al things God may be pralsed through Jesus Chast. To him be the glory and
e power for ever and ever, Amen.

“Dear friends, do not be surprisad &t the fiary crdeal it has come on you to tast
you, as though something sange were happening 10 you. "Bt rejolce nasmuch as
you parscipate in the suflerings of Christ, s %at you may be cvenoyed when his glory
& revealed “If you are insulted because of the name of Const, you are blessed, for the
Spint of glory and of God rasts on you. "If you suffer, it should mot b as a murderer
oe thief or any oer kind of ciminal, or even a3 a meddier, “However, if you sufler as
a Crristizn, do not be ashamed, bt praise God fat you bear that name. “Fer tis
mz for jusgment %o begin with Ged's housenold, and If it begins with us, what will the
cutoome be e those who da not cbey the gospel of God? “And, “If ¢ Is hard for the
rightecus to be saved, what wil become of he ungodly and the sinner?”

“Sa then, those who sufler according 1o God's will should commit femaeives 1
ek aitful Creator and continue to do good.

5 Tothe ebders ameng you, | appeal as 8 febow eldar 2nd & witness of Christs suffedngs
wro aiso wil share i the glory % be revealed: ‘Be shapherds of God's flock thatis
under your care, walching over them—net because you must but because you are
wilirg, 23 God wants you % be: not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to senve; ‘not
fording it over those entrusted to you, but being exampizs % the flock. ‘And when the

&nd made prodamaton 1o e impriscned spiriis— “1o fhose who were keng
a0 when God wailed paiently in e days of Nozh while 2 arkwas being tuit. n &
only a few people, eight in | were saved frough water, “'and this water symzolzes
baptam tat now saves you also—not the removal of dint from the body butthe pledge
of a clear conscience Boward God " It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Chest,
“who has gore into heaven and s at God's rght hand—with angels, authortes and
pawers in submission % him.

4 Theretors, snce Christ sufiered in bis tody, arm yowsahes also with the same
atitde, because whoever sufers n the body ks done with sin. ‘As aresult, they do not
Tve 1 rest of ther earthly Ives for evll human desires, but rather for the wil of God.
‘For you have spent énough tms in the past dolng what pagans choose 0

n debauchery, lust, drunkenness, crgles, carousing and detestsble dolalry. They are
surprised that you do not join them in their racklzss, wild Iving, and they heap abuss
on you. ‘But they wik have to give account 12 him who s ready % judgs the Ivng and
1he dead. ‘For this Is ?he resson the goepel was preached even to os2 who e now
dead, so that they might bz udged according 1o human standards in ragard o the
bady, but fve aocordng to God in regard % the spirk.
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212 Psalm 14:1216

S274 Or fear what they fear

“3.14 Issiah 812

43:18,19 Or bt miade akre in the spird, ** in which siso
*221 Or buf an appes( & God for 8 disar conscievice

Crigf Sheprend appears, you Wil receve e crown of ghory that wil never fade amay.

“In 2 same way, you who are yourger, submit yourselves 1o your eldees. All of
you, clofe yoursahes with rumility toward one another, becauss, “God opposes the
proud but shows fawer to 12 humbie "

“Humble yoursahees, therefore, under God's mghty hand, at he may It you up
in due tme. 'Cast all your amidety on him because he cares for you.

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devi prowds around like a rearing
§on locking for somecne to dewowr. *Rasist him, standing firm in the faith, because
you know that the family of belizvers throughout the wedd is undergoing the same
kird of sufferngs.

Ard the God of all grace, who caled you to his etemal glory In Christ, aher you
have sufiered a Iisde while, will himssif restore you and make you strong, §rm and
steadfast. "o him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

“With the help of Sias," whom | regand as 8 faitnful brother, | have writizn 1o you
tnety, encouraging you and testiying that hhis s e true grace of Ged. Stand fastin it

"'Sre who Is In Babylon, chosen ogether wih you, sends you her greetings, and
50 does my son Mark.

VGreet one anoter wih 8 kiss of love. Peaos to all of you who are in Chnst.

418 Prow. 11:31 (see Sephaagiol)
255 Prow. 134
A5.12 Greek Sdvanus, a variant of Skss
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Some letters only need one page

1 Simon Petzr, a servart and aposte of Jesus Christ,

To ?0s2 who rough the nghtzousnzss of our God and Savier Jesus Crrst have
recened a faih s prechus 8s ours:

“Graoz and pzace be yows In stundanca through the knowledge of God and of
Jesus owr Lord.

'His divine powsr has given us everything we nzed for 2 godly Ife through cur
nomzdge of im wio caled us by his cwn glory and goednzss. Through these he has
givenus his very great and preckus promises, o that frough them you may paricipate
n he divne nature, having escaped the comeption In the werd caused by el desires.

“For tris very reascn, make every effort o 834 % your &ith goodness; and to
Qoozness, inowkadze; “and to knowlzdge, sek-czntrel; and 1o self-cortrol, persenerance;
and to persaverancs, godiness; ‘and 1o gediness, mutaal afizcton; and to mubual
affaction. love. For i you possses these qualiles in incressing measure, fey will
keep you from being ineffective and unproducive in your knowlzdge of our Loed Jesus
Craist. "But whoever does not have them ks nearzighted and tind, forgeting that ey
have besn deansed fom Pek past sins.

""Theredors, my beothers and sisters,* make every efiort 1o confim yeur caling and
glection. For f you do ese hings, you wil never stumble, and you wil recsive a rich
welcoms into e et2mal kingdom of cur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

50 | wil ahways remind you of fhese fings, even though you know them ard are
frmly estabished in the truth you row have. | hink it s right 1o refresh your memory
&3 long as | Ive in the tent of this bedy, “becauss | know that | wil soon put |t asde,
3 our Lond Jesus Christ has mads clear to me. “And | wil make every effort 1o ses
1hat ater my departure you wil aways be able to remember these things.

“Forwe dd not folow dewerly devised stories when we fold you about the coming
of owr Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewtnessas of his maesty. "He
recaned horor and ghory from Ged the Father when e vokce came to him fom the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This s my Son, whom | love; with him | am wel pleased.”
""We oursabees heard this vice thet came from hzaven when we weee with him on
1he sacred mouniain

"We also have the prophetic message as something completely relable, and you
will do wel to pary attention to &, 23 to a light shiring in a dark place, untl the day dewns
ard the moming star rises in your hearts. “Above al, you must understand that no
proghecy of Septure came about by e proghet's own interpretation of thigs. “ For
peophecy never had its origin n the human wil, but prephets, hough human, spoke
from God as they were camied slong by the Haly Spirk

2 But there weee o false proghets ameng the people, ust 23 there wil be faise
teachers among you. They will s2cretly ntroduce destructive heresies, even denying
e soversign Lond who bought ing ewit destruction on themszbves. ‘Many
wil foliow theer d2praved conduct and wil bring 2 way of truth into disrepute. ‘In ther
greed hees teachens wil explot you with fabncated skones. Thekr condemnation ras
iong been hanging ower hem, and thelr destruction has not been slezpirg.

‘For i Ged did nat spare angels when hey sinred, but s2nt hem to hell puting
them in chans of darkness* % be held dor judgment; ‘if e did not spare the ancent
werd when he brought the fiood o ts ungocty people, but protected Noah, a praacher
of rightacusness, and seven others; 't he condzmeed e dites of Sodam and Gomomah
by burning them %o ashes, and mads them an example of what Is gaing 1o happen to the
urgoaly, "and if he resoued Lot, a nghtecus man, who was distressad by the depraved
consuct of the lawless "{or that rightecus man, Iving among them day afler day, was
formentzd In his rightecus soul by the lawless deeds he saw and hzand)— T this is so,
then the Lord knows how o rescue e godly from tnals and 1o hold the unrightecus
for punishment cn the day of judgment. "“This Is especially trus of thase who folow
the comupt deelre o the flzsh and desplse authority.

Bold and amogant, they are not sfrald to heap abuse o celestal beings; "yt
&ven angels, altough they are stonger and more poweriul, do rot hesp abuse on
such beings when beinglng judgment on Tem from’ the Loed. “But thess pecple

*1.10 The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphal) refers here 1o befevers, both
men and womes, 3 part of God's famiy.

117 Mt 1725, Mark 9.7, Luke 935

“2.4 Greek Tarfarus

924 Some maruscripts in dungeans

*2:10 In contexts ke this, the Greek word for Sesh |san refers 1o the sisfd stals of
tumman beirgs, cflen presenled a5 a power in opposiion to Be Spirk; also in verse 18
*2.11 Mary manuscripts baings in the presance of

2 Peter 318

blasphems in matters they do not undzrstand. They are bk urreasoning anmals,
creghures of nstingt, bom coly o be caught and destroyed, and like animals they foo
will parish.

"“They wil be pald back with harm for e hamm they have done. Ther idea of
pleaswe 8 to carcuse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, revelng n
ek pleasuras whie they fast wih you ! Wit eyes full of adutery, hey never stop
sining; they s2du02 he unstable; ey are experts i graed—an accursed tecod “They
have iefl the syaight way and wandered of 1o follow e way of Balsam son of Bezer,
who bved the wages of wickedness. “But he was rabuied for his wrengdoing by 2
donkey—an animal without spesch—aho spoke with @ human weice and resirained
e peoghel’s madness.

"These people are spings witout water and mists drwen by a storm. Blackest
darkness is reszrved for them. “For they mouth empty, boastid words end, by appeaing
1o the kistul deaies of #e Sesh, they entice pecple who are fust escaping from those
‘Wi live In eeror. "They promise them freedom, while thay themssives are slaves.
of depeanaty—for ‘people are slaves % whataver has mastered hem.” “If they have
escaped the comuption of the world by knowing our Loed and Savior Jesus Christ
and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse of at the end than
ey were at the begnning. *'It would have been betier for fem nat to have inown
e way of ightecusness, $an 1o have known £ and en 10 furn therr backs on the
sacred command that was passed on % them. “Of them the proverbs are true: *Adog
retums to its womd,” and, “A sow hat s washed retus to her walowing in the mud.

3 Dear fiands, Pis is now my sscond letter to you. | hawe writen both of them as
reminders to stmulate you to whokeome thinking. | want you % recall the words
spoken in ?e past by the holy prophets and @ command given by our Loed and
Savior hrough your aposties.

‘Above all, you mustundarstand fat in e last days scoffers wil come, scoffieg and
fobowing their own el desires. ‘They wel say, “Wrere s this coming'he promissd? Ever
sinoe cur anczshors died, everything goas on a3 it has since the begiening of creaticn.”
‘But they dziberatiely forget that long ago by God's woed the heavens came into baing
end the earth was formed cut of water and by water. By hesz waters dleo he world of
rattme was dehiged and dastroyed. 'By e same word the presant heavers and eath
are reserved for dre, baing kept for the day of jusgment and destnuction of the ungodly.

“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord 2 day s bk 2 ousard
years, and a thousand years are bz  day. “The Lord is not skow in keeging his promise,
23 some understand slowress. Instead he is patent with you, not wanting anyone %
parish, but everyonz to come 1o repentance.

“But the day of e Lord wil come bz a frief. The heavens wil disagpesr with &
roar; 2 elements Wil be desiroyed by fre, and # earth and evenything dore In &
‘wil be lzkd bare!

"'Since everying wil te destroyed in his way, what kind of pacple ought you %
b2? You cugrt 12 bve haly and godly Ines 28 you look faeward 1o the day of God and
speed fts coming.* That dzy wil bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire,
and the elements wil mek n the heat. “Butin keeping wih his promise we are looking
forward 10 @ new heaven and 8 new earth, where righd2ousnzss dwels.

"'So then, dear friends, since you are locking forward % this, make every effort 1o
be found spotiess, blameless and at psace with him. “Baar in mind at owr Lords
patince mzans sahvation, ust 2s our dear beother Paul fso wrote you wih the wisdom
trat God geve him. *He writes he same way n all his letters, spaaking in them of thass
matiers. Hs ktizes contan some things that are hard 1o undersiand, which ignovant
and unstable pzople distort, 28 ey do the other Scriptures, to el own desirucion.

"Theeedore, dear fends, since you have been forewamed, te on your guard s
8t you may not be camied away by e emoe of e lBwiess and fal from your szoure
position. “But grow i th grace and knomesge of our Lond and Savior Jesus Chnst.
To him be ghory both now and forever! Amen.
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Romans 1:1

1 Pad, a servant of Christ Jesus, called o be an apostie end satapart e the gospel of
Ged— 'the gospel he h his proghens In e Holy
wmm&um-mmmﬂumamdnm “and who
mwn&ndmmwmwMMnmwmm
from the dead: Jesus Christ curLord. *Through him
mwmnemmmmmoﬂememmfmrhmmmmamh
“And you sn are among s Gendles who are caled to balong 1o Jesus Christ.

To al n Reme who are loved by God and calied to be his haly people: Grace and
peace to you fom God ow Faher and from the Lord Jesus Chnst.

*First. | thank my God frough Jesus Chrst for al of you, because your faith s being
reported al over the workd. "God, wham | szrve in my spit in preaching the gospel of
his Som, is my witness how constanthy | rememzer you "in my prayers at al times: and
| pray that now at last by God's will the way may be opensd for me % come to you

“liong to ses you 5o that | may impart % you some spiritual gift to make you
skrorg— “that s, that you and | may be mutaaly encouraed by each ofer's fakh.
“'I do not want you o be unaware, brothers and sisters,” hat | planned many Smes to
come 1 you (but have besn preveniad fram doing so unti now) in order that | might
have 3 harvest among you, just as | have had among the ather Gentles.

“lam cbigated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, bath 1 the wise and he foolsh.
“Trat is why | am so eager to preach 2 goapel also % you who are in Rome.

"For | am nct ashamed o the gospel. because it s e power of God that bangs
salvation o everyonz who beleves: first to the Jew, then to the Gentle. 'For in he

e rignteousness of Ged Is revesled—a nghteousness that s by it rom
first o last,* st as & is writen: “The rightecus wil e by fath.”

“The weath of God is being revealed from heaven zganst dl the godkessness and
wickzdnzss of people, who suppress the truth by ther wickedness, “since what may
be known about God is plain % them, becauss God has made it piain to fem. *For
snce e creaton of the world God's nwsitle qualies—Nis etemal power and divine
natre—have been ciarly sesn, being undzrsioed from what has been made, so #at
people are without excuse.

'F«AMMMGM me’mlﬂuWhMuGodmgmmmm
him, but their thinking became fu arts were darkened.
they claimed to be wise, they became foots “and exchanged the gory of the immortal
Ged for images made 12 look bk @ mortal human belrg and birds and animals and
repties

“Treredors God gave hem over in the snfd desires of their hearts to sexusl impurity
for the degrading of el todies with ane anoher. “They exchanged the ruh about
Ged for a b, and worshiped and sarved crealed things rather than he Creator—who
Is forewer pralsed. Amen

*Bacause of his, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even thelr women
exchanged natural sexud relatons for unnatural ones. “In the sams way the men
also abandoned natural relztions with wemen and were inflamed with lust for cne
another. Men comminzd shameful acs with other men, end reczived in themsabes
the cue penalty for el emer.

“Furmamore. just as ey did not hirk & worthwhile 1 retain the inowledge of
Ged, 50 God gave them over to a dzpraved mind, so that they do what ought nat to
be dome. “They have bacome flld with every kind of wickedress, evi, greed and
depeaty. They are ful of envy, murdsr, sinfe, dzoait and malice. They are gossips,
*slandzrers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boasthd; they nvent ways of doing
evit they dsobey ek parents; “they have no undzrsiznding, no fidelity, no love, ne
merzy. “Athough they inow God's nghteous decree hat thoes who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue 1o do these very things but also approve of
those who peactios them.

#1:3 Or who accanding 1o (he fash
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Sin and Salvation, chapters 1-5

2 You, theredore, have no excuss, you who pass judgment on somecns else, for at
whatever point you udge ancther, you are cxndemeing yourset, because youwho pass
judgment do e same things. “Now we know hat God's udgmeet against those who
do such things is basad on Tuth. 'So when you, 3 mere human being, pass judgment
on #m and yet do ®e same hings, do you frink you wil escape God's judgment?
“Or do you show comlzmpt for e riches of s kindress, orbearance and patience,
not realzing thet God's kindress is intznded 1o lead you to repentance?

“But becaysa of your stutbomeess and your unrepentant heart, you are stong
up wrath agairst yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment
wil be revealed. “God ‘Wil repay each person acodrding to what ey have dona.™
To those who by persisiencs in doing good seek glory, hanor and immatalty, he
wil give etemal Ife. ‘But for hose who are sef-szeking and who regect the truth and
fodow evil, there will be wrath and anger. “There wil be rouble and distress for every
human being who does ewl: frst for #ie Jew, fien for the Gentie; “but glory, henoe
and peace for everyone who dozs good: frst dor Pe Jew, fhen for the Gentle. "For
God does not show faveritism.

Al wio sin apart from the law wil dlso padsh apart from the law, 2nd 2l who sin
under the law will b Judged by e lam. “For itis nat thees who hear the law who are
nightecus n God's sight, but itis hose who cbey the law who wil be decared rghizous.
“|Indeed, when Gentles, who do not have the aw, do by ature things raquired by
the law, they are a law %or themsabves, even though they do not have the law. “They
show that he requrements of the law are writen on ®ek hearts, Pek consdences
also bearing winess, and hek thoughts semetimes accusing them and & oher imes
even defendng them.} “Tris will take place on ®e day when God udges people's
se0rens Prough Jesus Christ, a8 my gospel dedares.

“Now you, £ you cal yeurself 2 Jew: if you rely on the lew and boast in Ged; i
you Inow ris wil and spprove of what is supenicr because you are Instructed by the
law, " you are comvinced that you are @ guide for e biied, 2 Ight for thoe2 who are
inthe dark, “an instructor of e foolish,  teacher of Itk chidren, because you have
Inthe law the emzodment of inowledge and trutn— "you, then, who teach cthers, do
you rot teach yourseif? You who preach against sizaling. do you sted? “'You who sy
that pzopie should not commit aduttery, do you commit aduliery? You who sbhor kdols,
do you rob temples? “You who boast n the law, 3o you dishoncr God By brasking the
law? s Itis writer: “God's name s biaspremed among the Gentles because of you™

“Circumeision ras vabse if you observe the law, but £ you break the law, you have
become a3 though you had rot been drcumcised. “So then, if those who are not
crcumdsed kzep the law's requirements, wil they not be regarded a3 though they
were greumcissd? “The one who is not drcumcdised physically and yet obeys the
law wil condemn you whe, even though you have the' writien cods and droumcision,
are alawbreaker.

“A person is not @ Jaw who s one only outwardly, nor is drcumaision merely
outward and physizal. “No, 2 person is 8 Jew who s one imwardly, and drcumeisicn
Is creumcision of #2 heart, by e Spint, nat by the wetten codz. Such a persen's
prakse is not from cther peogle, but frem God.

3 Wratadvantage, then, Is thers in being 2 Jew, orwhat value Is thees in dircumcislon?
“Much in every way! First of al, the Jews hawe been entnustad with the very words of God.

“Wrat £ some were unfaihful? Wil herr unfathduness nuify God's fathfulness?
‘Not 2t al! Let God be true, and every human being a lar. A3 it & written:

“So at you may be proved right when you speak and prevall when you judge
“But if cur unnghtecusness beings cut God's nghteousness more clearly, what
shal we say? That God Is urjust in benging fis weath on us? () am usieg @ human
argument ) ‘Certanly not! If that were so, how coudd God judge he wordd? "Somecne
might zrgus, “Hf my § d enh God's truthfy and 80 hs
ghory, why am | sthl condemned a3 a sinner?” "Why not say—as some slanderously

Y26 Peaim 6212, Prov. 24:12

*2:24 Isaiah 525 (see Sephuaagnd Ezek. 382022
'2:27 0t who, by means o &

134 Psalm 51:4

claim that we say—"Let us do ewil that good may result™? Trer condemnaton s just!

“What shal we conclude then? Do we have any sdvantage? Not at al! For we
have akeady mads the charge that Jews and Gentles alke are all undsr e power
of sin. “As it s writien:

“Thera is o one rightzous, noteven one; “there s ro cnz who understands; there s
noone who s2eks God. “Al have tumed away, they have togather become worthiess;
there 8 no on2 wha does good, not even one.™ ““Their theoats are open graves; ther

practice deceit ™ “The poson of vipees &8 on thelr ips.™

““Ther mouths are Sl of cursng and bitemess.™ “Ther feet are swit to shed
Bblood; “ruln and missry mark therr ways, “and e way of paos they do nat inow.™

"*Trere is no fear of God bafore thelr eyes™ “Now we know that whatever the
law says, it says to those who are undsr th lam, s0 Rat every mouth may be slenced
and the whole workd held accountable % God “Therefore no one wil be dedared
rightecus in God's sight by the works of the law; rather, Brough the law we becoms
conscious of our sin.

“But now apart from e law the nighteousness of God has been made known, 1o
which %2 Law and the Prophets testify. “This righteousnzss s given through faith in?
Jesus Cheist to all who belleve. Thers is no dfferencs betwesn Jew and Gentle, “or
l have snned and fall short of e glory of God, *end al are usified freely by his
grace through the rademption thet came by Chnst Jesus. “God presented Crast a3 @

Romans 5:21

“Theeedore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranized 1o al Abraham's ofispring—not only to those wiho are of e law but dso 1o
#oss who have the fath of Abcaham. Ha is the father of us al. “'As &is wrizen: 1 have
made yeu & father of many natizns. ™ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
beleved—the God who gives I to e dead and cals into baing things that weee not

“Aganst al hops, Abraham in hops belleved and so became e faher of many
natons, st as thadbeen sakd i him, *So shall your offspring be. " "Without weakening
n his faith, he faced the fact that his bady was as good as dzad—since he was about
ahundred years okd—and thet Sarah's womb was also dead. “Yet he did not waver
frecugh unzelef regarding e peomise of God, but was syeng®ened in his &aith and
gave gory o God, “'being fully persuaded ®at Ged had power 1 do what he had
promised. “This is why ‘It was credked to him as ighteousness.” “The words it was
credted o him" wees weitten not for him alone, “2ut alsa for us, to whom Ged wil credit
rightecusness—for us who befizve In him who rased Jesus cur Lord from the dead.
“He was delvered over o death for cur sins and was raisad to I for our justficadon.

5 Thersfore, since we have been justiied through fakh, we™ have peacs with God
frrcugh cur Loed Jesus Chest, “through whom we have gained acozes by falh into
Fris graze In which we now stand. And we” baast in the hope of the glory of Ged. *Net
onlyso, Mwelabogmthwﬂedn@ becauss we' know that sufiering produces

umﬁudmm‘m:ghmemmdm“ d—n ke yfsith He
ddpisto " e had L th
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MIM»Q»MW&MMWW]MMWMNMhm
“Where, 20, s boasting? It &8 excluded. Bacauss of what law? The law that
requires works? No, because of the law that requirss faith. “For we malntan that a
person s justfied by fath apart from the works of the law. “Oris God the God of Jaws.
only? Is he not #e God of Gentles 007 Yes, of Gendles too, “since tere is only one
Godvtom]mty d by faith and fhe unch d through thaet same
faitn.* mnmumuuwmhmmasmm we uphold e laa

4 \Whatthen shal we say that Abrzham, our focefather acconsieg to the flsh, dsooverad
i this matter? °F, in fact, Abraham was justiied by works, he had something %o boast
atout—but not before God. “What does Scripture say? “Abraham belived God, and
#was credted to him as nghizousness.”

‘Now to e one who works, wagss 2r2 not crediizd as a gift but 2s 2n otigaton.
‘Howsver, %0 the cne who doas not work but trusts God who justies the ungodly,
thekr fath is credted as 5. 'David says the same thing when he speaks
of the blessedness of the one to whom God credits righteouanass apart from works:

"Blesszd are those whose Yaregressions are forghven, whose sins are covered.

“Blessad is the one whose sin the Loed wil never count against them® s tis
blesszdnzss only for the creumossd, or giso for the undrcumeised? We have been
saying that Atvaham's faith was credited to him as nghlecusness. “Under what
circumstenoss was & credhed? Was it aher he was drcumzised, or befoee? It was not
aher, but bedore! “And he recetved ci 85 8 sign, 3 sedl of the right
that he had by fakh whie he was 58l uncircumosad. So then, he is the father of all
‘who believe but have nat been crcumcised, in order Pat righteousnzss might be
credited to them. “And ke s then also the father of the creameized who not caly are
crcumzszd but who aiso folow in the footsteps of the fain that cur father Atezham
had before he was citumos:d.

"It was not through the law that Abesham and s oflspring recaived the promiss
hat he woukd be Pekr of e wordd, but fhrough the rightieousnees that comes by faith.
“For i those who dzpend on he law are hers, faith means noting and the promiss
18 wordess, “bacause the law brings wrath. And where here I3 no law there 5 no
traragresshn.

212 Psaims 14:1.3; 53:4-3; Eccles. 7.20
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craracter, and character, hope."And hope doss not put
usto shame, because God's love has bezn powed cutinto our hearts through the Holy
Spiit, who has been gren fo us.

“You 92e, 8t just he right time, whan we were st powedess, Christ died for the
ungodly. ‘Very rarely wil amyone die for 2 rightecus peeson, though for 8 goad perscn
somaons might possibly dars %o die. ‘But Ged demonstrates his own love %or us in
fris: Whie we were stil sieners, Christ died forus.

"Since we have now bzen justfisd by his bicod, how much more shal we be saved
from God's wrath through him! “For if, whle we ware God's enamies, we wees reconclied
¥ him theough the dzath of his Sen, how much more, having been reconzled, shall we
be saved through his Ifa! "Not only &8 s 50, but we aiso boast in Ged through cur
Lond Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconclaton.

“Theeedore, |ust a8 sin entersd he world theough one man, and death hirough sin,
&nd n fris way death came % al people, because al sinmed—

“To be sure, sin was i the world before the law was given, but sin s not charged
aganst amyons's acoount where thare s no B “Neverheless, dzath relgned from
e tme of Adam to the 3me of Moses, aven over those who did not sin by bresking a
command, &3 did Adam, who is 8 pattern of e ane to come.

“But e git s not Ike he trespass. Forif the many ded by ®e trespass of the onz
man, how much more dd God's grace and the gift that came by e grace of the one
man, Jesus Corist, overflow o the mamy! Nnrcenmgidcodbemmmm
e result of one man's sin: The udgment &
butthe git dollowed many traspasss and beought ustification. ™ ‘Feflbymmm
of the one man, death reignzd through that cne man, how muzh more wil fose who
receie God's abundant provisken of graze and of the git of righteousness reign nlife
trecugh the one man, Jeeus Christ!

“Consaquently, st as cne trespass resubed n condemnation foe all people, 0 also
one rightecus act resulted In ustifcation and e for all people. “For just as hrough
e decbedence of the one man the many were made sinners, 50 also through the
cbedence of th an2 mzn the mzny wil be mads rightecus.

“The law was brought in 50 et e reapass might ncreass. But where sininreases,
grace ncreased all the more, “'so that, just as sin resgred in dzath, so ko grace might
reign through rightacusness to being etemal ife through Jesus Cheist our Lord.

417 Gen 175
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Sin and Sanctification, chapters 6-8

Romans 6:1

6 What shall we zay, thea? Shal we go cn sienieg so that grace may Increase? By
no means! We are those who have dizd 10 sin; how can we live in & any knger? 0r
don't you know that al of us who were bapized info Christ Jesus were haptaed intn
his deah? ‘We wers therefors buried with him through bapdsm into death in order
that, just as Christ was raszd from $e dead through the glory of the Fater, we %20
may fve anew |fe.

“For £ we have been uniizd with him i & death bk his, we wil c2rtainly also be
unted with him In a resummection Iz his. 'For we know that cur old seF was crucifid
with him 50 Pt the body ruked by sin might be done away wih,” that we shaukd no
lorger be slaves to sn— because anyone who has died has been sat Fes from sin.

"Now [f we died with Cheist, we: belbave that we wil also Ive with him. *For we know
that snca Christ was rased from the dead, he cannct de again; death no longer has
mastery ovee him. “The death he died, he died % sin onze for &ll; but the Ife he lives,
he lives to Ged.

"In the same way, court yourselves dead to sin but alive % God n Chest Jesus.
“Therefore do not ket in reign in your mortal bady so Pat you obey its evil desires.
“Do rot ofier any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer
yourselves to Ged as those who have been brought from death to e and offer every
part of yourself to him as an instrument of ighteousness. “For sin shal o kager be
your master, becauss you are not undzr the law, but under graze.

“What then? Shail we 3in because we are not under the law but under grace? By
no means! “Don't you know hat when you offer yoursedves to someons as obedient
slaves, you are siaves of !z one you obey—whether you are siaves 1o sin, which
leads 10 death, or 2 cbedence, which leads to nghteousness? ' But thanks be to God
that, though you used to te slaves to sin, you have com 1o cbey fom your heart he
patizm of taachng that has now clamed your allsgiance. “You hawe bzen sat free
from sin and have become slaves 1o X

“lam using an exampk: from everyday e because of your human imitations. Just
a8 youused to offer yoursabes a3 slaves to mpurity and 1 ever-ncreasing wickedness,
90 row offer yourselves as skaves 1o rightzousnzss leading o holness. “When you
were slaves 1o in, you were free from the conel of nghtecusness. “What bensfi dd
you reap 8t that time from e 1hings you are now ashamed of? Thoss things resultin
death! “But now Pat you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of Gad,
the bensfit you rezp leads to holness, and the result is etemal Ife. “For the wages of
an s death, but the git of God Is stemal ife In' Christ Jesus owr Lond.

“6:6 Or be rvidered poweviess
©6:23 O through

98

7 Do you rat know, brohers and sistees—dor | am spacking % those who know the
law—that the law has authority over someons only as kng as that person lives? “For
example, by law 2 mamed woman is bound to her hushand as long 2 he s alve, but
ifher husband dies, she s relzased from the law it binds her to him. ‘So then, if she
has sexual relaticns with another man whils her hustand is stil alive, she ks called
an adubieress. But if her husband dies, she s released from that law and is not an
aduteress ¥ she mames another man.

“So, my brothers and sisters, you also died %o the law through the body of Christ,
that you might belong to another, to him who was raised fom the dead, n order hat
we might bear fruk for God. ‘For when we were in e reaim of the flesh,” e sinfd
passions arcusad by the law were & work in us, so Pat we tore frut for death. “But
now, by dying to what once bound us, we hewve besn released from the law so that we
serve In e naw way of the Spirk. and nat in the old way of the wnitten code.

‘Winat shall we sy, than? |s e law sinful? Cartalnly rot! Nevertheless, | would mot
have known what sin was had £ not been for the law. For | would not have inown what
ooveting really was if the law had not sakd, “You shal not covet.™ *But sin, sezng the

P y affoedzd by e produced nme every kind of covedng. For
apart from 2 law, sin was dead. "Once | was alve apart from the law; but when the
ocommandment came, sin sprang o i and | died. "' found that e very commandment
that was imendad % tang Ife actually brought d2ath. "'For ain, seing tha cpportanity
aflordad by the commandmert, deceived me, and through he commandment put me
to death. “So then, the law is hoty, and the commandment is holy, nghizcus and good.

“Did that which s good, then, become death to me? By no means! Neverdekss,
In ceder that sin might be recognized 2s sin, it used what is goad to bring about my
daath, 30 hat hrough the commandment sin might bzcome uterly sinful

“Wie know that he law is spirtugl; but | am unspirtual, sokd 2s & slave to sin ™|
do not understand what | do. For what | want % do | @ not do, but what | hate | do.
“And if | do what | do not want % do, | agree that the law is goxd. “As it ls, tis no
longer | mysal who G0 i, but it Is sin ving in me. “For | know fat good iself does not
dwell inme, that is, In my sinful ngture.” For | have the deske t do what is good, but
| cannot camy it ot “For | do not do e good | want to do, but the ewl | do not want
to do—is | keep on doing. “Now f | do what | do net want 1o do. & is no longer | who
doit, but & s 3in Iing I me that does &

“So 1 fnd this law at work: Altnough | want to do good, el is nght there with
me. “For inmy Inner being | delight n God's law; “but | ses anoter law at work in

me, waging war zgainst e law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin
atwork wihin me. “What a wretched man | am! Who wil rescue me from his body that
5 subject to death? “Thanks be to God, who delfvers me threugh Jesus Chrst cur Lord!

So theey | mysetf in my mind am a siave to God's law, but n my snfuf natre® 3
slave to e wof sin.

8 Therefoes, heve ' now no condemnation for those who are In Chiist Jesus, Secause
through Christ Jesus he law of She Spint who gives ife has set you' free from the law
of sin and death. ‘For what P law was powerkss to 0o because it was weakened
by the flesh, God did by s2ndng his own Son in the Tkaness of sinful fiesh 1o be
a sin oflerng.” And s0 he condemned sin in the fesh, n order ?at the rightecus
reqarement of 2 law might b fuly met n us, who @0 nat Ive according 1o the flesh
bet acoording 1o the Spint.

“Theez who ive according 1o e flach hawe fekr minds set onwhat e fizch desiesc
but 052 who |ve in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set cn what the Spint
dasires. "The mind govemed by the Sesh is dzath, but the mind govemsd by e Sgirkis
12 and peace. ‘Tre mind govemed by e desh ks hostile 1 God, £ does ot susmi o
God's law, nor czn it do s0. "Those who are in the reafm of the desh cannot please God.

“You, however, 22 not in the rzaim of the fleah but are n the reaim of the Spiek, £
ndeed e Spit of God tves in you. And £ amyone does nat have the Spirit of Chrst
they o not belong % Christ. ™ But i Christ I8 i you, then even though your body is
subject to death bacause of sin, the Spirk gves ife" becauss of rightecusness. "And if
e Spiat of him who raisad Jesus from the d2ed is IMng in you, ke wha raised Christ fom
the d2ad wil also gve iz o your mortal badies becauss of his Spirt who fves in you

"“Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an oblgation—2ut ¢ is mot 1o the flesh,
10 Ive according to it. "For ¥ yeu ive according o the flzah, you wel de; but £ by the
Spiet you put 1o death the misdeeds of the body, you wil lve.

""Forhose who are led by the Sprit of God are the chidren of God. "“The Spirt you
recaied does not make you slaves, o that you lve in fzar again; rther, the Spint you
recaived brought about your adoption to sorship * And by rim we cry, “Abba, " Father."
"“The Spirit imself s2eifies wih our spirit that we ars God's children. "'Now if we are
chideen, than we are hers—hers of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we shars
n his sufferings in order that we may also share in his ghory.

" consider trat our present sufferings are not worth companing with the glory that
wil be revealed in us. “For the creadion walts In eager expectation for the chidren

the lay-flat,
hands-free environment

7.5 1n conlexts [ his, the Groek word for fesh (sanx) refers % $e sinul stale of
human beings, oftes presanied as & power in opposifion Lo the Spirit

“T:7 Exodus 20:17; Deut. 521

*7:48 Or my Sesh

AAA

INVY

*7:25 0t in the fesh

“8:2 The Greek is singular, some manuscripls me

8.3 In conteats ke this, fre Greek word for Sesh (sand refers Lo the sinful state of
tuman beings, cflen presentad a5 a power in opposition 1o fe Spirk; also in verses
413

8.3 Or fexh, for sin

“8:70 Or you, your body /s dead becsuse of i, ya! your sorkt is alve

'8.11 Some manuscripts bodies Srough

9875 The Geeek word for adoplion fo sonship is 2 lerm referring 1o the bl lagal
standing of 3 sdopled male heir in Roman culure; dlso in verse 23.

815 Avamaic for father

Romans 8:39

of Ged 1o be revealed. “For the creation was subjected % frustration, not by fts own
choicz, but by the wil of hhe one who subjected it, in hope “'thet’ he creation itsel
wil bz Iberatad from ks bondage to decay and brought into e fresdom and ghory of
e chidren of God.

“We know that the who'e creation has been groaning 83 in the pans of chikibirh
right up to e present 3me. ““Not orly s0, butwe cursetves, who have e Srstuits of
e Spirt, groan wandly s we wat sagady for cur adoption to sonship, the redempton
of our bodies. “For In this hope we were saved. But hope ®at is seen s no hope &t
dl Who hopss for what they aiready have? “8ut ¥ we hope for what we do not yet
have, we wak for ¢ patiently

“Inthe same way, the Spiit helps us In our weakness. We do not inow what we
oughtn pray for, but the Spirit kmsedf Intarcadsa for us hrough wordess greans. “And
e who szarches cur hearts knows 112 mind of the Spiet, because the Spitimercedes
for Ged's people in 2ccordance with e wil of Ged.

“Ard we know that in al things God works for the good of fos2 who love him,
who' hawe been calied according to his purposs. “For those God forsknew he dso
pradestined fo be conformad to the image of his Som, that he might be the fistbom
among many brothers and sisters. “And those he predesined, he also called; thoss
he called, he also justifed, thoes he justfied, he also glorified.

“\What, then, shall we say in resgonse to these thinga? If Ged is for us, who can be
apanst us? "He who did not spare his own S, but gave him up for us al—how will
he nat also, dong with him, grackusly gve us all things? “Who wil baing any charge
aganet those whom God has croszn? & is God who justfies. “Who hen & e one
who condemea? No ome. Chast Jesus who ded—more than thet, who was ralsed %o
ilz—Is at he right hand of God and s also interceding for us. “Who shall separate us
fom the love of Cheist? Shal youbée or hardship or persecudon o famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? "As it is writisn:

“For your sake we face death all day kg, we are considered a3 shesp o be

ghiered

“No, In dl these fings we are more than conguerors hrough him who loved us.
“For | am comincd that rether death nor ife, nefher angals nor demons, neitrer
e presant ne the future, noe any powers, "neifer height nor degth, nor aryting
elsa in all creation, wil be abie to separan2 us fom the love of God that is in Crnst
Jesus owr Lond.

The spiralbound version preserves

‘8:20,21 Or satyecled it in hope. ™ For

‘8-28 Or tat o things meek logedher for good 4o those who Jove God, who or hat in a)
things God works fogedher with fhose mho jove hieo [0 Bring abowd what is good—uih
those who

“8:26 Psaim 84.22

‘8:38 Or nov Asavenly rulers
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Romans 9:1

9 1 speak the ¥ In Christ—I am not ling, my consckence confms it #rcugh he
Holy Spirt— | have great sorow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For | could wish
that | myself wers cursed and cut off from Chaist for the sake of my people, thoss of
my own race, ‘e people of lsrael Theirs is the adopton to sonship; theirs the divine
ghory. the covenants, the receiving of the law. the tsmple worship and the promises.
"Trers are the pamarchs, and from them Is traced the human ancestry of the Messish,
who is God over &l forever pralsed” Amen

“Ris not 28 though God's word had falled. For not all who are desozndsd from lsraed
are lsrael. 'Nor because they are his descendants are ey all Abesham's children.
On he contrary, It is through Isasc that your offsprng wil be reckened ™ “in ather
words, it is not the children by physical descznt who are God's children, but it is he
children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. ‘For this was how
the promise was stated “Atthe apponted Sme | sk retum, and Sarah wil have a son™

“Net cnly that, but Retekah's chidren were conozived &t he szme time by owr
father Iszac. “Yet, bedors the irg wera boen or had done amyring goxd or bad—in
order that God's purpos= in election might stand: “nat by works but by him who
calls—she was told, “The okder wil serve e yourger™ “Just as it is writien: “Jacob
Fhowed, bt Esau | hated ™

“What then shall we say? |s God urjust? Not &t &l "For he says 1o Mosss_ ‘|
wil have mercy on whom | rave mercy, and | wil have compassion on whom | have
compasskn.”

i does rot, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but cn Ged's mercy. "For
Seripture says to Pharach: 1 rasad you up for this very purpese, hat | might dsplay my
power in you and ®at my name might be prodamed in all e earth.™ *Theesfore God
has mercy on whom he wan's 1o have meecy, and he hardens whom he warks o handen.

"One of you wik say to me: “Then why doss God sil blame us? For who s
able to resist his wil?” “But who are you, a human being, to tak back to
God? “Shal what is formed say % the one who foemed it, Wiy did you make
me bke 2is? ™ “Does not the potter have the nght to make cut of the same
lump of ciay scme pottery for special purposes and some for common use?

“What if God, aifough choosieg to show his wrath and make his powse known,
bore with great patience the ozfects of his wrat—pregered for destruction?
“What if h2 did this % make e riches of his giory known to the objects of his
mercy, whom he prepared In advance for glory— “even us, whom he alo
called, not only from tha Jews but also from the Gendles? “As he says n Hossa:

Sovereignty, chapters 9-11

9 wil cal am ‘my pecple’ who are not my people; and | wek call her my loved one'
who is not my loved ome,”

“and, "In the very place where it was said % tham, “You are rot my people, here
they wil b2 calied ‘chidren of e iving God.' "

“lsaiah cries out conceming ksresl: “Though the numier of the lsrasltes be like
the sand by the sea. cnly #e remrant wil be saved. “For e Loed Wil camy out his
sznlenos on earth with speed and finalty™ “& s Just a3 |salzh said previously: Unless
the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have bacome fke Sodom, we
would have been like Gomorrah ™

“¥int then shall we say? That the Gertles, who dd not purswe righteousness,
have otanedit, a ightecusness that is by faih; 'tut the pzople of lsral, who pursued
the law 23 the way of i neas, have not aliained her geal. “Wey not? Because
they pursued & rot by faitn but as ¥t were by works. Trey stumbled over the stumizing
sione. “As it s writizn:

“See, | lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumidle and a rock at makes
thee fall, and the cne who televes n him wil naver be put 1o shame.™

110 Brothers and sisters, my heart's cesire and prayer to God for th Israelies is hat
they may be saved. ‘For| can tzs3fy about hem that they are 22alous for God, but thelr
224l s not based on knowledge. *Sinca they did rot know the rghteousness of God and
sought to estabieh ther own, they dhd not submit %o God's nghizousness. ‘Christ is he
cdmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who beleves.

"Moses writes this about the nghteousnzss that is by the law: “The person who
dozs these fings wil fve by hem ™ ‘But e rightecusness that is by fath says: ‘Do
not sy in your heart, Who will ascend into heawven?'™ (that s, 1o bring Christ down)
"o ‘Whowil d2ecend Into e dzep? ™ (thatis. to bring Christup from the dead). *But
what does & say? “The word is nzar you; It s in your mouth and in your heart ™ that
Is, the message conceming fath that we prodam: W you declare with your mouth,
“Jesus s Lord," and beleve n your heart that God ralsed him from the dead, you wil
be saved. "For tis with your heart it you bebeve and are justfizd, and tis with
your mouth that you profess your fath ard are saved. "As Scripture says, “Amyene
who belleves in him wil never be put o shame * “For #ere is no difierence between
Jew and Gentle—the same Lord is Lord of al and richly blzsses &l who cal on hm,
“or, “Everyon who calls on e name of the Loed wil be saved ™

"How, e, can ey cal on the one they have not beleved in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someene peeaching to them? “And how can anyons preach unkess they ars
sant? As & s writien: “How beautful are the deet of thoss who bring good news!™

"Bt rot al the |srzeltes accepted the good news. For lsaizh says, “Lord, who
has belleved our message?” 'Consequently, faith comes fom rearing the message.
and the message & heard hrough e weed about Crrist “But | asic Did they nat
hzar? Of course hey did:

“Thesr weice has gone ot into &l the earth, ther words o the ends of the wedd.™

"Again | ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “| wil make you
ennious by thase who are not a mation; | wil make you angry by 8 nation that has
no undersiandng  “And isaiah boidly says, 1 was found by thaee who did not seek
me; | revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.”™ *'But conceming lerezl he
says, "Al day long | have held cut my hands to a disabadiznt and cbstinate people ™

17 1 ask wan: Did Ged raject his peopie? 8y no maans! | am an lsczelte myself, 2
daeoandant of Abraham, fom the trize of Banjamin. “‘God dd notrzject hs pecple, whom
he fareknew. Don't you know what Seripture says In the passage about Efah—how he
appeded to God against lsragl: “Lord. they have kiled your prophets and tomn down
your akars; | am the caly cne lft, and ey are trying to kil me'™? ‘And what was God's
anewer to him? | have ressrved for mysell saven housand who have not towed the
knes 1o Baal ™ "So oo, 2t e prasant time there is 2 remnant chosen by grace. ‘And if
by gracs, hen It cannot be bazed on works; & were, grace woukd no onger be grace.

"What then? What the people of Isrzel sought so eamszety they did not obtzin. The
dect among them dd, but he others were hardenad, 23 it s writien:

“God gave them 2 spirk of stuper, eyes that coud not ses and ears that could not
hear, ¥ this very day.”

And David says: "May their table become & snare and 8 ¥ap, 8 stumbing block
and a retrizuton for em. “May Per eyes be darkansd 30 they cannot see, and ther
backs be bent forevert

""Again | asik: Didthey stumii 50 83 1o fal bey y? Netatal! Rater because
of thekr transgression, salation has coms % the Gentles to make |srael emvious. "But
£ therr transgression mears richas for he warid, and thelr kes means riches for the
Gentlles, how much greater riches wil thesr ful inchusion bring!

Romans 11:36

"1 am talking 1o you Gentles. lnasmuch 2s | am the apasde to #e Gerdles, | ake
pide in my ministry “in e hope that | may somehow arouse my own pecple
ey and save soms of hem. “For if their rejecion brought reconciiation to the word,
what wil ek acceptance be but ke from e d2ad? “¥ the part of the dough offered
2 firstfruts ks holy, then e whale batch ks holy: ¥ e roct s holy. 50 are the branches.

"'If some of the branchas have bzen broken off, and you, ough 2 wikd olive shoot.
have bean grafted in ameng the athers and now share in the nourtshing sap from the
alive root, “do nat consider yourself t be superiar 1o fose cther branches. If you
do, consider this: You do not support 2 root, but the root supports you. *“You will
say then, “Branches were broken off so that | coud be grafted in." “Granted. But hey
wee2 broken off becauss of unbelief, and you stand by fath. Do not be amogant, bt
yemble. “For ¥ God cid not spare the natural branches, he wil not spare you eifher.

“Corsider tharefore ®e kindness and stemness of Ged: stemness 1o hose who
fell, but kindnzss to you, prowded that you contirue in his kindness. Otherwise, you
dso wil e cut off. “And £ they do rot peesist n unteled, hey wil be grafied in, for
God is able 1o graft them in again. “After all, if you were ot out of an clve tree that
8 wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafied nto a culivaled ofve ez, how
much more readly wil these, 2 natural branches, be grafied into ther own clive tree!

| do not want you to be ygnaeant of this mystery, brothers and sistees, so hat you
may nakt be d: Israel has expen ah g In partuntd the ful rumzer
of the Gentles has come n, “and in ths way' al lsrael wil be saved. As it s writen:
“The defverer wil come from Zicn; he wil furn godlessness away from Jacob. “And
iz i my covenant with them when | take away thelr sins.™ “As far as %e gosgelis
conceenad, ey are enamies for your sake; but as far as dection s conczmed, hey
e loved on account of the patriarchs, “for Ged's gfts and his call are imevocable.
“Just as you who were &t ons time dsobedient to God have now received mercy as
8 resut of ther disobedienos, "'so they too have now becoms disobedient in crder
Pat they too may now” reczive mercy as a resul of God's mercy to you. “For God
has bound everyone over to diso2edience 30 hat ke may have mercy on them dl

“Oh, $e dzpth of the riches of the wisdom and® knomedge of God!

How unseerchable his [usgments, and his paths beyond tracing cut! “¥Who has
inown tha mind of e Leed? Or who has bzen his counsedor?™

“Wro has ever given to God, that Ged should repay them ™ *For from him and
#reough him and for bim are 2ll things. To bim be e glory focerver! Amen.
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Romans 12:1

12 Thersfore, | urge you, beothers and sistars, in view of God's mercy, o ofer your
bodes 2s 8 Iving sacrfios, holy and pleasing to Ged—his Is your true and proper
worzhp. ‘Do not cordem to the patiem of this wers, but be ransformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you wil b2 able % test and spprove what God's will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect wil.

*For by the grace gven me | say to every one of you: Do not hisk of yourself more
highly han you cught, but rather think of yoursetf with sober judgment, in acocrdance
with the faith God has dstributad to each of you. “For just as each of us has cne body
with many members, and fes: members do not al have the same funztion, 'sa in
Christ we, though marry. form cne body, and each membsr telongs to all the others.
“We have diferent gifts, according to the gracs ghven to each of us. ¥ your gift s
prophesying, then prozhesy in accordance with your* fath; 'f it is s2rving, then serve;
If1tIs teaching, hen tzach; fit s to enzourage, fhen gie encouragement, £ tis gving,
then give generously; ifit 3 to lead," do & dilgznty; ifitis to srow mercy. do it cheerily.

“Love must be sinzere. Hate what s evi; cing % what s good. “Be devoied to
one ancther n love. Honor cne another above yowrsahes. Never be lacking n zes,
but keep your spirtual fervor, s2ving the Lord. “Be joyful in hops, patient in affiction,
fakthful in prayer. “Share wih the Lord's people who are In need. Pracice hospitaity.

“Bless hose who persecuts you; bless and do not curse. “Rejoles with fhoss who
rejoioz; moum with 0se who moum. “Live in harmany with cne anotrer. Do not be
proud. but be wiling 1o asscoate with pzopie of low posiion.” Do not e conzeted.

Do mot repay anyene ev for evl. Be carefd to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. “Hf ¢ is possble, as far a3 it depends on you, Ive &t peace with everyone.
"o rottaka revenge, my desr friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written:
“k s mine to avenge: | wil repay,” says the Lord. “On e conany: “If your enzmy is
hurgry, faed him: £he is hicsty, gve him something %o dnnk. In doing this, youwil hesp
buming coals on his head ™ Do not be overcome by el but overcome el with good.
13 Leteveryonz be subject to the goveering bmmsnoufatyuwt
that which God has estabt 4. Tre autherites thet ex
“‘Consequenty, mwmbdslqunuhawmdulsmbelmaganumcodhu
Instiuted, and those who do 3o wil bring judgment cn femseives. “For rulers hald no
temor for hose who do nght, but for hosa who do wrong. Do you warnt fo be free from
faar of e one in autharty? Then do what is right and you wil e commendad. ‘For
the ene in authzaty is God's servant for your good. But if you do wreng, be afrabd, for
nders do not bear the sword for no resson. They are God's servants, agents of wrath
to being punishment on the weongdosr. “Tharefore, It I8 necessary to sibmi 0 he
auhortizs, not orly because of possitle panishment bis also 83 a matter of consclence.

“Tris Is also why you pay taxzs, for the authortiss are God's sarvants, who give
their full time 1o goveming. 'Glve ¥ everyone what you owe thee: If you owe taxes,
pay taxes; £ revenus, then reverue; f respect, then reszedt; £ honor, then honar.

“Lat no debt reman oustanding, except the condnuing debt to kwe cne anather,
for whoever loves cthers has fuflied the law. “The commandxents, “You shall not
commit adubery,” “You shal not marder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”
and whalever ofher command there may be, are summed up In %is one commard:

“126 Cx the

©12:8 Or fo prowide for others

1216 Or willing fo do mani’ wark

“12:19 Deut. 32.35

“12:20 Prov. 2521.22

129 Excdus 20013-15,17, Deut. 5:17-19.21
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“Love yow relghbor as yoursatf™ “Lowe dozs no hamm 12 a neighber. Therefore love
s the fufilment of e law.

"And do ths, undarsiznding the presant time: The haur has already come for you
to wake up from your slumber, because our sabaion s nzarer now than when we
first beleved. '“The night s nzarly over; the day |s aimast hees. So letus put a3kde the
dmddmmnmdmmmmo{m Letmberme&cemy 83 hthe
daytme, not in carousing and natnsexusd ity
not in dssersion and j2akousy. * mmmmmsmmmmmacnm
and do rot Srirk about how to gratify the desires of tha flash.”

14 Accegt the onz whose fath i weak, without quamekng over disputabie matiees.
“One perscn's fath alows them b eat anything, but ancther, whos faith s weak, eats
only vagetadies. "The onz who eats everyhing must not reat with comempt the cne
who does nat, and the one who does net eat everyfing must ot judge the cne who
dozs, for God has acospied them. “Who are you 1 [udge someone elsa's servant?
To their own master, s2rvants stand or fal. And they wil stand, for the Lord is zble to
maks them stand.

"Ore person con3iders cne day moee sacred than ancther; ancther conskders svery
dary abke. Each of them shauld e duby convinced in their own mind. ‘Whoever regards
onz day as spedal doss 30 % the Lord. Whosver eats meat dozs 30 1o the Lord, for
they give fanis to Godt and whoever abstaing does 50 1o the Lord and gives thanks
to God. 'For none of us Ives for cursabves alone, and nane of us dies for owrsehes
ahne. "f we lhve, we Ive for e Loed, and i we de, we die for the Leed. So, whather
we fve or die, we belong to % Loed. For this very reason, Chrst died and retumed
to Iz 50 that he might be the Loed of both he d2ad and the living.

“You, then, why do you Judge your beother or sister? Or why do yeu treat them
wih contempt? For we wil 8l stand befors God's judgment seat It is writizn: *‘As
surely as | Ive,' zays the Lord, ‘every inee wil bow before me: every tongue wil
acknowidge God.™ “So then, each of us wil gve an account of ourseives 3 God.

“Trerafors let us stop passing judgment cn one anoher. lnstead, make up your
mind not to put any stumbling biock or ozetade In the way o a broter or sister. | am
convinzed, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, Pat nothing ks unzizan in Rself,
But £ znyone regards something as unclean, hen for that parson tis unciean. ¥ your
brofer or sister i distressed becausa of what you eat, you are ro longer acting in love.
Do net by your eating desroy someone for whom Christ ded. “Therefore do not let
what you know I good be spoken of as evi. 'For the kingdom of God is not @ matter
of eaing and drirking, butof rightsousness, pzac and oy Inthe Holy Spiet, “because
anyone who sarves Chest n this way is plezsing to God and recsives ruman approval.

“Let us therefors make every effort to do what leads %o peace and to mutsal
edficalon. “Do not destroy tha wark of God for the sake of ood. All food is dean, but
it is weoeg for 8 person 1o eat anyfing hat causes somecne els: to sumdle. It
bezr not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anyiing elss that wil cause your brother
or sister fo fal.

“So whatewer you beleve about these thngs keep between yoursef and Ged.
Blessad Is he one who dozs not condemn himeslf by what he approves. “But whoswer

129 Ler. 1318

*13:74 In cortexis like this, the Greek woed for Seh [sarx) refers 1o the sisful state of
human beings, often presanied as 8 power in opposition to the Spirit.

'14:10 The Greek word for Grafher or sisler (adeiphos) reflrs here &0 2 befiever, whether
man of woman, as part of Ged's family; alen in verses 13, 15 and 21.

14:11 lssish 4523

Service of all believers, chapters 12-15

has doubts Is condemned f they eat, because their eating ks not from fakh; an3
everything that does nat come from fakh Is sin®

15 We who are strong ought 1o bear with the falings of the weak and nat to pleass
ourseives. “Each of us shoukd please our neighbors for their good, to bulld them up.
‘For even Christ dd not please himself but, 83 & is writien: “The insults of hoss who
nsuk you have falen on me. ™ ‘For everyhing that was weitten n the past was weitten o
tzach us, sothat threugh th faughtinthe andhe enccuragement
they provide we might have hope.

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same atthude
of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, “so that with cne mind and one voice
youmay glorify ®e God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Accept one another, hen, just a3 Christ acozpled you, in ceder to being pealse o
God. 'For | tell you that Christ has becom a servant of the Jews® on behalf of Gods
1, 50 that the promises made to the patnarchs might be confirmed “and, moreover,
that he Gantles might glorify God for his mercy. As & is writizn: “Trerefore | wil praise
you amang e Gendlies: | wil sing the praises of your name.™ “Agaln, £ says,

“Rejokee, you Genties, with hs pecple.™ “And again, ‘Praiss the Lord, al you
Gerdles; let al e peopies extol him.™

"“And again, Isslah says, “The Root of Jesse wil spring up, onz who wil arise
e over e nations: in him the Gendlzs wil hope.™

"May the Ged of hoge fil you with &l joy and pzace as you trust n him, so that
youmay owverfiow with hope by the power of fhe Haly Spirk.

"I mysei am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yowsehes are ful of
geodness, flled with knowledge and compstent % Instruct one anoter. “Yet | have
weiten you quite baidy on some painis 1o remind you of them again, because of the
grace God gave me "o be a minister of Christ Jeaus to e Gentles. He gave me the

#14:25 Some manusaripts place 16.25-27 heve; others afler 1533,
*15:3 Psaim €99

15:8 Greek crzumcison

915:9 2 Samued 22:50; Psaim 1849

*15:10 Det. 32:43

*15:11 Peaim 1971

215:12 lsaish 1

Salutations,

16 1 commend % you our sister Phosbe, & deaocn’ of the church in Canchreas. *|
&3k you ¥ receive her in the Lond in 8 way worthy of his pecple and to gue her any help
she may nzed from you, for she has been the benzfactor of many paogle, ndudieg me.

'Graet Priscils and Aquils, my co-workers n Corist Jesus. ‘They risked theer Ives
for me. Not caly | but dl the churches of the Gentles are graseful to hem.

“Greet also the church that mests at thelr house. Graet my dear riend Epanetus,
who was e first corwert to Crrist in the province of Asla.

“Graet Mary, who worked very hard for you. "Greet Andronkeus and Junia, my felow
Jews who hawe baen i prison with me. They are cutstanding amang the aposties,
and thay were in Crrist before | was.

“Greet Ampliatus, my dzar fiend in e Lord. “Graet Utarus, cur co-worker in Chiist,
and my dear frignd Stachys. “Greet Apzles, whose fidelity to Christ has siood th st
Greet those who belong 1o the household of Ariskobulus. ' Graet Harodion, my felow
Jew Greet those in the household of Nardissus who are in the Lord. “Greet Tryprens
and Tryphosa, thoes women who werk hard in e Loed. Graet my dear friend Persis,
another woman who has workad very hard in the Lord. “Greet Rufus. chosen in the
Lerd, and his mothee, who has been a moter to me, 00. “Grest Asyncrius, Phiegon,
Hzmes, Patrobas, Hermas and ®e other beothers and sisters with them.

""Greet Phikologus, Julla, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all he Lod's
people who are with them.

*16:1 Or servan!

/167 The word deaccn refers here to a Chriskan designaled Io sarve with the
overseersielders of the church in a variety of warys; simiardy in PhL 1:1 and 1 Tim.
58,12,

'16:3 Greek Prisca, a varian! of Priscila

16.7 Or are esfoamed by

Romans 1516:27

priestly duty of proziaiming the gospel of God, so that the Genties might become an
offering accapiable 1o Ged, sancified by the Holy Spirit

""Theeedore | gory n Christ Jesus in my service to God. 'I-ilmtwmmsgeel
of anything except what Corist has gn me In lzadng
mmmwummmwwmmdu@smm moup\
e power of e Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem &l the way arcund fo Byricum, |
have flly prociaimed he gospel of Chst. “Ithas ahways bzen my ambiion 1 preach
e gospel where Christ was not known, 50 that | woukd not be buking on someons
elsa's foundation. “'Rather. a5 & is welterc “Thoee who were not fold atout him wil
see, and those who have not heard wil understand ™ “This |s why | have often been
hindered fom coming to you

“But now that there is no more place for ma to werk in thess regions, and since |
have bezn knging dor mary years 1o vist you, I plan % do so when | go to Spain |
hope 1o s2e you whie passing frough and to have you 2s3ist me on my jumey there,
fter | have enjoyed your company for 8 while, “Now, however, | am ca my way
Jerusakem in the senvice of the Lord's people ®ere. “For Macedonia and Achala were
pleased to make a conrbuson for e poor among e Lord's people In Jerusglem.
“They were pieased to do &, and ndeed Tey ows it to tem. For i the Gentles have
shered n the Jaws' spiriual blessings, they owe it to the Jews 1o share with fem their
materal biassings. “So afier | have complated this task and have made sure that hey
have receved this contrizution, | wil go to Spain and vist you on the way. 1 inow that
when | come to you, | wil come in the Sl measure of the Blessing of Christ.

1 wge you, trothers and sistars, bywrwummumbylmlmoﬁne
Smmphmenmymmbymngbomfnrm H‘symlmaybem
safe fom the urbebevers in Judza Itake fo y be
muwwmm;mﬂm.mmmmmmmmmw
God's wi, and in your comgany be refreshed. *The Ged of peace be with you @l Amen.

chapter 16

"Greet one anofer wih a holy kiss.

Al the crurches of Chiist send greedngs.

"'lurge you, brothers and sisrs, towatch out for thoes who cause dMskas and put
cbstacles n your way that are conrary fo the teaching you have leamed. Keep away
from rem. “For such pecple are not senving our Loed Christ, but ther own appetias.
By smaoth talk and fatiery they decsive the minds of name people. “Everyons has
heard about your obedience, so | rejoics because of your but | want you to be wisz
shout what Is goed, and innocent sbout what is el

“The God of paace wil scon crush Satan under your %2et. The grace of ow Lond
Jesus be wit you.

“Timathy, my co-worker, sends his grestings to you, a3 do Ludus, Jason and
Sosipater, my fellow Jews.

“1, Tertus, who wecte down his ketier, great you i the Loed. “Galus, whoss hospitalty
| and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greedngs. Erastus, who s the ciy's
director of publlc works, and our brother Quartus sznd you their greatings. [

“Now to him who is able % estatiish you In accordance with my goapsl, the
message | predaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with ths revelation of the mystery
hidden for kang ages past, “but now revesled and made known through e prophedc
wrtings by ths command of the etemal Ged, 5o that &l the Gentles might come %
e cbedence that comes from! fzith— “to the ony wisz God be glory forever hrough
Jesus Chrs? Amen.

*16:24 Sorre manuscriple inchids here May the grace of our Lord Jesus Chiet be with
o0 of you A,
18:28 Or that is
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