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DOCUMENTING HOUSEHOLD ITEMS FOR INSURANCE CLAIMS 

If you need to file an insurance claim for items lost in a fire, it's important to provide a 
comprehensive list of household items that could have been destroyed. The following is a broad 
inventory of typical household goods that may be lost in a fire, organized by category.  

This list can help you create a detailed record of items that should be included in your claim: 

1. Furniture 

• Sofas, couches, armchairs 
• Recliners, lounge chairs 
• Coffee tables, side tables, end tables 
• Dining room furniture (tables, chairs, buffets) 
• Bedroom furniture (bed frames, headboards, nightstands, dressers, wardrobes) 
• Office furniture (desks, chairs, filing cabinets) 
• Bookshelves, entertainment centers 
• Patio furniture 

2. Electronics and Appliances 

• Televisions, home theater systems 
• Computers, laptops, tablets, and accessories (keyboards, mice) 
• Smartphones, charging stations 
• Gaming consoles and accessories 
• Kitchen appliances (refrigerator, stove, microwave, dishwasher, coffee maker, toaster) 
• Laundry appliances (washing machine, dryer) 
• Air conditioners, fans, space heaters 
• Vacuum cleaner, robot vacuums 
• Small appliances (blenders, mixers, toasters, coffee grinders, etc.) 

3. Clothing and Textiles 

• Clothing (dresses, shirts, pants, suits, coats, shoes, hats, scarves) 
• Outerwear (jackets, boots, gloves) 
• Bedding (comforters, sheets, pillows, blankets) 
• Towels, washcloths, bathroom mats 
• Curtains, drapes, window blinds 

4. Kitchenware 

• Cookware (pots, pans, baking dishes) 
• Utensils (knives, forks, spoons, spatulas, tongs) 
• Plates, bowls, glasses, cups 
• Cutlery and serving trays 
• Food storage containers (Tupperware, plastic bins) 



 
 

PROVIDED AS A FREE RESOURCE FOR WILDFIRE SURVIVORS 

 

• Small kitchen gadgets (can opener, wine opener, etc.) 
• Dish rack, drying mats 

5. Personal and Family Items 

• Jewelry (rings, necklaces, bracelets, watches) 
• Personal documents (birth certificates, passports, ID cards, marriage certificates) 
• Important financial documents (tax returns, contracts, insurance policies, wills) 
• Medications and prescriptions 
• Photos, albums, and artwork 
• Memorabilia, heirlooms, and keepsakes 

6. Home Decor and Decorations 

• Rugs, carpets, floor mats 
• Artwork, paintings, framed pictures 
• Sculptures, figurines 
• Mirrors, clocks 
• Candles, candle holders 
• Decorative vases, plants, and pots 

7. Tools and Equipment 

• Hand tools (hammers, screwdrivers, wrenches, pliers) 
• Power tools (drills, saws, lawnmowers, leaf blowers, etc.) 
• Lawn and garden tools (shovels, rakes, hoes) 
• Workbenches, tool chests, toolboxes 
• Snow blowers, pressure washers 
• Outdoor equipment (grills, patio heaters, etc.) 

8. Books, Magazines, and Paper Items 

• Books (fiction, non-fiction, textbooks, cookbooks, etc.) 
• Magazines, newspapers 
• Important documents (contracts, receipts, tax forms) 
• Children's toys, games, and learning materials 

9. Sports and Hobby Items 

• Exercise equipment (weights, yoga mats, treadmills) 
• Bicycles, helmets, pads 
• Camping gear (tents, sleeping bags, backpacks, lanterns) 
• Musical instruments (guitars, pianos, drums) 
• Arts and crafts supplies (paints, brushes, knitting needles) 
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10. Miscellaneous Household Items 

• Cleaning supplies (brooms, mops, vacuum bags, cleaning products) 
• Pet items (beds, toys, food dishes, carriers) 
• Luggage (suitcases, travel bags, backpacks) 
• Seasonal items (holiday decorations, Christmas trees, Halloween decorations) 
• Shoes, boots, and footwear 
• Personal electronics (cameras, headphones, chargers) 

11. Garage Items 

• Automotive tools (jack, wrenches, oil change supplies) 
• Spare car parts (tires, batteries, fluids) 
• Lawn and garden equipment (mowers, trimmers, hoses) 
• Storage bins and shelving 
• Sports equipment (balls, bats, rackets) 

12. Outdoor Equipment and Furniture 

• Patio furniture (tables, chairs, umbrellas) 
• Barbecue grill, propane tanks 
• Lawn furniture cushions 
• Outdoor toys (swings, pools, trampolines) 
• Gardening supplies (tools, planters, fertilizers) 
• Yard decorations (statues, lights, fountains) 

13. Food and Beverages 

• Non-perishable pantry items (canned goods, grains, pasta) 
• Frozen foods 
• Beverages (coffee, tea, soft drinks, alcohol) 

14. Cleaning Supplies and Household Chemicals 

• Detergents, fabric softeners, bleach 
• Disinfectants, all-purpose cleaners 
• Paints, solvents, and thinners 
• Pesticides, weed killers 

Tips for Filing an Insurance Claim: 

• Make a List: Start by writing a detailed list of all affected items, including the make, model, 
brand, and any distinguishing characteristics. 
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• Take Photos/Video: If possible, take photos or videos of the damage. Before the fire, 
keeping an updated inventory with photographs of your belongings (such as in a digital 
format) can be helpful. 

• Receipts: If you have purchase receipts or documentation for high-value items (like 
electronics or furniture), provide them to the insurance company to establish the 
replacement cost. 

• Estimated Value: For items with no receipts, estimate the value of the lost items (based on 
their original price, depreciation, and condition). 

• Keep Copies: Ensure that all communications, forms, and supporting documents related to 
your claim are copied and stored securely. 

Be sure to check your policy for specific coverage limits and exclusions regarding personal property. 
The more detail you can provide, the smoother your claim process will be. 

 


