
A couple of months ago, when I was elected Exalted Ruler of our Lodge, I could not
have imagined that I would begin my term of office in a closed lodge. Closed, not
because of anything we have done or failed to do, but because of a pandemic. I had
anticipated dealing with any number of other issues, but nothing of this nature.
Like many of you, I am looking forward to the time when the Lodge can re-open.

However, I want to assure you that when we reopen, we will do so in a manner that
respects and protects the health and safety of our members.
The COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented event. It is different from anything we
have experienced in our lifetimes. It has affected or will affect all of us in one way or
another. In times like this, our families should come first. However, we must also
remember our Obligation as Elks, which demands that we come to the aid of others.

Last month, and on your behalf, the Lodge applied for and received a $2,000 Elks National Foundation
grant for the Harry Chapin Food Bank. In addition, the Lodge building was offered as a possible site for a
temporary hospital, should one be needed. The Lodge continues to welcome charitable donations, which
will certainly be put to good use during this difficult period.
Although communications have been spotty since the Lodge closed, we have been made aware of at least
two of our members who have passed, Mary Lou Eichert and Elisabeth (Liz) Glosser. We pray for both our
departed members and for their families.
Dues collections are lagging those of previous years. Part of the problem may be that the Lodge remains
closed. It is also possible that the COVID-19 crisis has created financial challenges for some of our
members. However, this crisis did not relieve the Lodge of its ongoing financial obligations, like utilities and
mortgage payments. With the kitchen and bar closed, dues are the only source of revenue available to us. If
you have not already done so, we urge you to promptly pay your dues.
Be certain that the Lodge office has your current e-mail address. Our Secretary uses e-mail blasts to
provide updates on Lodge activities. He will use e-mail to notify you when the Lodge reopens. Please
provide your current e-mail address to Dean Pratt by telephone at (239) 947-2753.
One of the worst things about COVID-19 is that it has forced us apart. In most crisis situations, we would be
gathering to comfort and support each other or to worship. We would be coming together to discuss ways to
address the problem. Instead, this awful pandemic has separated us, forcing everyone to deal with this in
near isolation. It was particularly painful for Anne and me when we were kept away from services during
Holy Week.
Times like this should teach us that we do not control everything, and that we take too many of our
blessings for granted. As strong as we perceive ourselves to be, sometimes, we need help, just as others
need help from us. These are important lessons to learn, even if we have been forced to learn them during
difficult times, brought about by horrible and unpredictable events.
God bless you and your family as we weather this crisis together.

May/June 2020

Fraternally yours
Wayne Godsey ER



BOOSTERS
Bill Ribble

Tom & Lois Olivera
Dick & Karen Bertrand



Submitted by Wayne Godsey



$4725.00

PLEASE NOTE MAY AND JUNE NEWSLETTER ARE ONE
NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE JULY AND AUGUST





Come One! Come All!

“Bean Bag Toss Competition”

**Every Fourth Wednesday of the Month.**

Gift Certificates will be awarded for
1st and 2nd Place Winners to be used, in house,

toward food and/or cocktails.

1st Place Team: (4) $5 Gift Certificates
2nd Place Team: (2) $5 Gift Certificates

Hope to see YOU for some fun, fun, fun
here at the Lodge ...

GAME ON!!!!!

REX SIMMS EVENT ROOM
IT'S AVAILABLE!

Throw a party, have a meeting,
have a wedding, have a ball in
the Elks Event Room. Elk
members receive a 10% dicount.
Call Sheila, Banquet Manager
(239) 947-2753
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William Ribble
Mayor 14700 Tamiami Tr. N.

Naples, FL 34110

239-596-6844
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Notary Services



Visit Our Website: http://www.bpoe2753.com/
and also Visit us on Facebook

Please keep in mind our sponsors & be sure to let them know you saw their ad in our Beacon
Annual Newsletter Pricing for 11 issues

Business cards $165. 2.5x4.5 - $330. 7.5x2.5 - $495.
Our newsletter, the Beacon is read by over 1000 members each month.

Located on north side of
Heaven Scent Flowers

495-0647

MECHANICAL
CONTRACTORS

AIR CONDITIONING BY

CMC 056913

5910 Taylor Rd., Unit 105
Naples, FL 34109

(239) 248-4022

P.O. Box 110594
Naples, FL 34108-0110
napleschuck@aol.com

www.cnsindustriesinc.com

Chuck Sredinski
President

992-LOVE
(5683)

Rex Sims,
P.E.R.
27515 Old 41 Road ~ Bonita Springs

½ mi. north of Bonita Beach Rd.
www.heavenscentbonita.com

Jim Coll
REALTOR

®

26381 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 300
Bonita Springs, Florida 34134
SL3391215 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

(330) 298-8174
jim.coll@kw.com
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