First Presbyterian Church

s First Sunday of Christmas
December 29, 2024

700 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-8145
churchoffice@clarionfirstpresby.org
www.clarionfirstpresby.org

We come together to worship, grow, and serve as disciples of Christ.



We silently shift our focus
to God and prepare to
worship.

Please join in reading or
singing those parts of the
service printed in bold.

4 When this symbol
precedes an element of the
service, please rise in body
or spirit.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost, as it was in the
beginning is now and ever
shall be, world without
end. Amen, Amen

We Gatherin God’s Name
(Tune your car radio to 88.7 FM)

First Sunday of Christmas
Welcome and Announcements Lector, Cindy Stants
Prelude Gesu Bambino Pietro A. Yon
Chiming of the Trinity
Introit When the Angels’ Song is Silent Beall/arr. John Carter

Call to Worship
Praise the Lord, all of creation!
God is exalted in heaven and earth.
In sun and moon and shining stars,
God is exalted in heaven and earth.
In sea creatures, land beasts, and flying birds,
God is exalted in heaven and earth.
From young to old, from princes to peasants,
God is exalted in heaven and earth.
Rise up your horns, lift up your voice,
for God is exalted in heaven and earth. Hallelujah!

¢Hymn No. 158 Born in the Night, Mary’s Child

¢ Call to Confession
God has called us to follow him faithfully. God’s path is filled with life, joy, peace, and love. But we
falter from our allegiance. So, let us seek to renew our intentions of following the God of light and love,
grace and peace.

¢ Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Holy God, though we are in awe of the dawn of your light in Jesus Christ we remain self-centered
and cling to the sin of the world. We celebrate the birth of our savior, yet we struggle in our
commitment to follow him. We are called to pursue justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
you; yet we are content to seek our own comfort and conveniently ignore the cries of those in need.
By the light of the Christ child, lead us on a path of goodness and righteousness, as we seek to love
all of your bountiful creation. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

¢Declaration of Forgiveness
Scripture says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him, should not perish but have everlasting life.
Friends believe the Good News:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

% Gloria Patri

We Share God’s Word

Time with the Children Debra Owens
Prayer of lllumination

First Scripture Isaiah 6:8 (p. 636)



Second Scripture Matthew 5:16 (p.4)
The words of scripture, inspired by God.
Thanks be to God.
The Congregation at Work Committee Reports
$Hymn No. 139 That Boy-Child of Mary
We Give Thanks to God
¢ Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from|
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Call for the Offering

Offering and Offertory When the Angels’ Song is Silent Beall/arr. John Carter

¢Doxology
¢Prayer of Dedication
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

We Go Forth to Serve

¢ Hymn No. 691 Lord, When I Came into This Life

% Charge and Benediction

Postlude He is Born, the Holy Child David Paxton,

based on a traditional French carol

COPYRIGHTS:

Prelude: “Gesu Bambino,” Pietro A. Yon. All carols included are Public Domain. Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Stream-
ing Plus License™ A-21963048, Public Domain.

Introit: “When the Angels’ Song is Silent,” Mary Kay Beall, arr. John Carter. Text & Music: © 1998 Hope Publishing Company.
Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus License™ A-21963048, all rights reserved.

1 Hymn: “Born in the Night, Mary’s Child” from Glory to God #158. Text: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964, alt. Music: Geoffrey Ainger,
1964; harm. Richard D. Weitzel, 1972. Text & Music: © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Livestreamed and
reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727612, all rights reserved.

2* Hymn: “That Boy-Child of Mary” from Glory to God #139. Text: Tom Colvin, 1967. Music: Malawi melody; adapt. Tom Colvin,
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all rights reserved.

Offertory: “When the Angels’ Song is Silent,” Mary Kay Beall, arr. John Carter. Text & Music: © 1998 Hope Publishing Company.
Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus License™ A-21963048, all rights reserved.

3" Hymn: “Lord, When I Came Into This Life” from Glory to God #691. Text: Fred Kaan, 1976. Music: American folk melody;
harm. Charles H. Webb, 1988. Text: © 1979 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Music Harm.: © 1989 The United
Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company). Livestreamed and reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
727612, all rights reserved.

Postlude: “He Is Born, the Holy Child,” David Paxton. © Lorenz Publishing Co. Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Streaming
Plus License™ A-21963048, all rights reserved.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible (NSRV) copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

DoX0LOGY

Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye
heavenly host; Praise
Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Please remember at the
close of the service, the
Postlude is a time to silently
reflect on God and the
mission to which we are
called. We ask that you
please remain silent and
seated until the music has
ended.



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. We are glad to provide
hybrid and virtual worship services for this Sunday. Services are
currently livestreamed on our Facebook page (First Presbyterian
Church of Clarion) in real time, then archived to our website and
YouTube channel.

At First Presbyterian Church our mission is to worship, grow, and
serve as followers of Jesus. From our youngest to our oldest, we seek
to worship God in our actions, grow in God’s love, and serve God’s
people in our community and around the world. We hope that you
will come join us so we may personally extend a warm welcome. If
you have any questions or particular prayer needs, please feel free to
contact the church office at 226-8145 between 9 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.,
Monday thru Friday.

For more information visit our website at www.clarionfirstpresby.org.
Find us on Facebook! (First Presbyterian Church of Clarion)

Video recordings of past sermons may be viewed by clicking the
“Worship” link on our home page at www.clarionfirstpresby.org or a
phone app is available at sermon.net (look for First Presbyterian
Church—Clarion.) You can also choose to listen to an audio version.
Simply pick the option that works best for you. Videos of Sunday
worship are also posted on our Facebook page (see above).

All rights reserved. All sheet music uploaded to our website
(clarionfirstpresby.org) for use with this worship service has been reprinted
with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727612 or reprinted with permis-
sion under Church Copyright License ® A-21963031, all rights reserved.
Livestreamed music is with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus Li-
cense™ A-21963048 and/or OneLicense.net #A-727612.

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Mihm

Organist: Jean Mitrosky

Director of Music: Bonnie Champion

Treasurer: Ann Brooks

Secretary: Debra Owens

Sexton: Mike Hetrick

Sound Engineer: Josh Deitz

Video Engineer: Dan Willy

Ruling Elders:

Class of 2024: Class of 2025: Class of 2026:
Kathy Larimer Jeff Deitz Norma Kooman
Elaine Matticks Jeff Kapp Dave Larimer
Pam Reid Kurt Nesbitt Cindy Stants
Deacons:

Class of 2024: Class of 2025: Class of 2026:
Bonnie Champion Kim Lewis Robin Cable
Marianne Reynolds Lee Seitz Tamalyn Goble
Mary Swanger Lori Smith Joey Kunselman

Lector: Cindy Stants

Time with Children: Debra Owens

Director of Music: Bonnie Champion

Organist: Jean Mitrosky

Sound Engineer: Josh Deitz/ Jeff Kapp

Video Engineer: Dan Willy/Kurt Nesbitt

Acolytes: Clara Stants, Jeremy Willy, Andrew Scovel,
Nathan Scovel, Sawyer Kunselman, Audrina
Champion

Ushers in Charge: Marianne Reynolds, Robin Cable

10:00 a.m.  Worship
11:00 a.m. No Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Choir Rehearsal

Weekly Contributions

Envelope Contributions $7,650.00
Miscellaneous Cash Contributions $119.00
Total Contributions $7,769.00
Weekly Donations

Food Bags $775.00
Xmas Joy Offering $625.00
Caring Callers $75.00
Men'’s Fellowship $20.00
Total $1,495.00
Total $9,264.00




Monday, December 30
2:00 p.m. Newsletter Folding, Ministry Central

Tuesday, December 31 New Year’s Eve
6:00 p.m. -NA Meeting, Step Down Room

Wednesday, January 1 New Year’s Day

8:00 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous, Step Down Room
Thursday, January 2

5:00 p.m. Echoes of Joy Bell Rehearsal

6:00 p.m. Joyful Bells Rehersal

Next Sunday, January 5

9:00 a.m.  Choir Practice

10:00 a.m. Worship

No Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Edmon Rishmawi Presentation and Covered
Dish Luncheon, Social Hall

Coat Rack Ministry: As the weather gets colder, please check
your closet to see if there are any coats or boots that you are
willing to donate. The need is great as witnessed by the turnover
each week. If you are in need or know someone who is in need,

please take a coat!

Our deepest sympathies to Dee Wenner on the passing of her

great aunt, Romaine Hockman.

‘While Rebecca is on vacation this week, today’s service
will include committee reports instead of a sermon. Get
ready to hear what’s going on in our church ministries
both inside and out in the community!

We are excited to announce that Edmon Rishmawi from
Bethlehem, Israel will be doing a presentation during a
covered-dish luncheon after worship on January 5, 2025.
Edmon is the 63rd generation of his family to live in
Bethlehem! Please sign up in the Ramp Room and bring a
covered dish to the event. ‘

Food Bag Distribution will be Thursday, January 9th, at
2:00 p.m. Please watch for an email from Elaine with
volunteer opportunities to help during that week to shop,
pack, and hand out the food.

Men’s Fellowship will be meeting on the third Saturday of
every month in 2025, except June, July, August and
December. We meet at 8:00 am for breakfast and then
followed by a guest speaker. All men are invited to attend.
Fach month an announcement appears in the bulletin as a
reminder. If you have any questions or plan to attend, call
Bill Champion at 814-764-3886 or 814-221-0243.

Disaster Clean-Up Buckets: The Mission Team is putting
together clean-up buckets and hygiene kits to help those
affected by the recent hurricanes. We are coordinating with
Church World Service. The need is great and any help is
much appreciated. If you choose to donate, please make
your check payable to First Presbyterian Church with “clean-
up buckets” on the memo line.

Randy Cable

Margy Port

Shirley McKinley

Pauline Henry

Ruth Ann Minich

Marcia Rearick

All our homebound members

Mary Biser
Charlotte Hartman
Ben McKinley
Laurie Dickey
Anthony Louder
Pat Hargest
Alexandra Sharrar
Dr. Shannon Penland
Mary Kay Arth
Mason Martin and family
Angelo Gehenio
Joe Amato

Rob Summerville
Evie Renwick

Cori

Chuck Reninger
Grace Carroll
Mike Hiles

Kay Caller

Dan Clark

Amy Benhoff
Archer Kunselman
Lori Beth

Ryan Cornicki
Jerry Deitz

Greg Rhoads

Don Neiderriter
Michael Kurtas, Jr.
Tom Minich

Rev. Robin Sharp
Mark Kerr

Paul Tryon

Kathy Meley
Shawn Martin

Bereaved

Please remember the friends
and family of:

Peggy Seigworth

Patty Costen

Dr. Bob Armstrong

Alice Davis

Nancy Erickson

Romaine Hockman

Around the World

Everyone serving in the US
Military

Gitwe Congregation in
Rwanda, our faith partners

Homebound Member
of the Week

Mary McCamant

Clarion Healthcare & Rehab
999 Heidrick Street

Clarion, PA 16214
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