First Presbyterian Church

1] Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 8, 2024

700 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-8145
churchoffice@clarionfirstpresby.org
www.clarionfirstpresby.org

We come together to worship, grow, and serve as disciples of Christ.



We silently shift our focus
to God and prepare to
worship.

Please join in reading or
singing those parts of the
service printed in bold.

4 When this symbol
precedes an element of the
service, please rise in body
or spirit.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost, as it was in the
beginning is now and ever
shall be, world without
end. Amen, Amen

We Gather in God’s Name
(Tune your car radio to 88.7 FM)

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome and Announcements Lector, Kathy Larimer

Prelude Spirit of God Frederick C. Atkinson, arr. Lani Smith
Chiming of the Trinity
Introit Come All You People Alexander Gondo

Call to Worship
Trust in the Lord,
who made heaven and earth;
Trust in the Lord,
who loves every part of it.
Trust in the Lord,
who cares for those in need;
Trust in the Lord,
who leads us to do the same.
Let us worship God,
who shows us the way.

¢Hymn No. 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
4 Call to Confession

Remember that our great high priest, the Lord Jesus, can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, since in
every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Because of this, we can approach the throne of
God’s grace with boldness, to seek to get rid of those things that drag us down and hurt others, to seek
God’s mercy, and to receive God’s grace in our times of need. Friends, let us confess our sins to God.

¢ Prayer of Confession (Unison)
You love us with open arms, O God. Forgive us when we do not put your love into practice: when
we do not challenge the injustice around us; when we are not generous with the gifts we have to
share; when we are slow to compassion and quick to judgment; when we contribute to the
brokenness of the world instead of helping to make it whole. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall
short. Free us to try again, and let your love lead the way. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

¢ Declaration of Forgiveness
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. Because of what Jesus did, we are forgiven.
May the God of mercy, who forgives us of all our sin, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life.
Friends, believe the Good News!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

¢ Gloria Patri

We Share God's Word

Time with the Children Debra Owens

Presentation of Bibles
Acolyte Recognition



Prayer of Illumination Kathy Larimer
First Scripture Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 (p. 604)
Second Scripture Mark 7:24-37 (p. 42)

The words of scripture, inspired by God.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon “Rabbi Jesus” Rev. Rebecca Mihm
Organ Interlude
¢Hymn No. 175 Seck Ye First

We Give Thanks to God

% Affirmation of Faith 6.058 The Westminster Confession of Faith

Since there is no other way of salvation than that revealed in the gospel, and since in the divinely
established and ordinary method of grace faith comes by hearing the Word of God, Christ has
commissioned his Church to go into all the world and to make disciples of all nations.

Call for the Offering

Offering and Offertory The Music of Thy Name Craig Courtney, John Newton

$Doxology
% Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

We Go Forth to Serve

¢ Hymn No. 450 Be Thou My Vision

4 Charge and Benediction

Postlude Sent Forth By God'’s Blessing Welsh Folk Song

COPYRIGHTS:

Prelude: “Spirit of God,” Frederick C. Atkinson; arr. Lani Smith. © 2004 Lorenz Publishing Company, division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music
Services). Livestreamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727612, all rights reserved.

Introit: “Come All You People” from Glory to God #388. Text: Alexander Gondo, 20® cent.; transcr. I-to Loh, 1986. Music: Alexander Gondo, 20*
cent.; arr. John L. Bell, 1994. Words: © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music. Music: © 1994 WGRG c/o Iona Communi-
ty, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Livestreamed and reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727612, Public Domain.

1*Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” from Glory to God #610. Text: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt. Music: Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828; arr.
Lowell Mason, 1839. Livestreamed and reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727612, Public Domain.

2" Hymn: “Seek Ye First” from Glory to God #175. Text: Stanza 1, Karen Lafferty, 1971, alt. stanzas 203, anon. Music: Karen Lafferty, 1971. Words
& Music: © 1972 CCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus License™ A
-21963048 and reprinted with permission under Church Copyright License ® A-21963031, all rights reserved.

Offertory: “The Music of Thy Name” Craig Courtney, John Newton. Words: Public Domain; Music: © 2004 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. Livestreamed with
permission under CCLI Streaming Plus License™ A-21963048, all rights reserved.

3rd Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision” from Glory to God #450. Text: Irish poem, trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912, alt. Music: Irish
ballad; harm. David Evans, 1927. Text & Music: Public Domain. Livestreamed with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus License™ A-21963048 and
reprinted with permission under Church Copyright License ® A-21963031, Public Domain.

Postlude: “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing,” Welsh Folk Song. © 1981 Augsburg Fortress. Livestreamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
727612, all rights reserved.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible (NSRYV) copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

DOX0LOGY

Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye
heavenly host; Praise
Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as
itis in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Please remember at the
close of the service, the
Postlude is a time to silently
reflect on God and the
mission to which we are
called. We ask that you
please remain silent and
seated until the music has
ended.



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. We are glad to provide
hybrid and virtual worship services for this Sunday. Services are
currently livestreamed on our Facebook page (First Presbyterian
Church of Clarion) in real time, then archived to our website and
YouTube channel.

At First Presbyterian Church our mission is to worship, grow, and
serve as followers of Jesus. From our youngest to our oldest, we seek
to worship God in our actions, grow in God’s love, and serve God’s
people in our community and around the world. We hope that you
will come join us so we may personally extend a warm welcome. If
you have any questions or particular prayer needs, please feel free to
contact the church office at 226-8145 between 9 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.,
Monday thru Friday.

For more information visit our website at www.clarionfirstpresby.org.
Find us on Facebook! (First Presbyterian Church of Clarion)

Video recordings of past sermons may be viewed by clicking the
“Worship” link on our home page at www.clarionfirstpresby.org or a
phone app is available at sermon.net (look for First Presbyterian
Church—Clarion.) You can also choose to listen to an audio version.
Simply pick the option that works best for you. Videos of Sunday
worship are also posted on our Facebook page (see above).

All rights reserved. All sheet music uploaded to our website
(clarionfirstpresby.org) for use with this worship service has been reprinted
with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727612 or reprinted with permis-
sion under Church Copyright License ® A-21963031, all rights reserved.
Livestreamed music is with permission under CCLI Streaming Plus Li-
cense™ A-21963048 and/or OneLicense.net #A-727612.

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Mihm

Lector: Kathy Larimer

Time with Children: = Debra Owens

Director of Music: Bonnie Champion

Organist: Jean Mitrosky

Sound Engineer: Josh Deitz/ Jeff Kapp

Video Engineer: Dan Willy/Kurt Nesbitt

Acolytes: Gavin Kunselman, Clara Stants, Jeremy Willy
Ushers in Charge: Lori Smith, Matt Kurtas, Alexis Burns, and

Lucy Kurtas

The Sanctuary flowers today are given to the glory of God,
and in honor of Elaine Matticks, by Pauline Henry.

10:00 a.m.  Worship
11:00 a.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
11:00 a.m.  Sunday School, Children and Adults

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Mihm

Organist: Jean Mitrosky

Director of Music: Bonnie Champion

Treasurer: Ann Brooks

Secretary: Debra Owens

Sexton: Mike Hetrick

Sound Engineer: Josh Deitz

Video Engineer: Dan Willy

Ruling Elders:

Class of 2024: Class of 2025: Class of 2026:
Kathy Larimer Jeff Deitz Norma Kooman
Elaine Matticks Jeff Kapp Dave Larimer
Pam Reid Kurt Nesbitt Cindy Stants
Deacons:

Class of 2024: Class of 2025: Class of 2026:
Bonnie Champion Kim Lewis Robin Cable
Marianne Reynolds Lee Seitz Tamalyn Goble
Mary Swanger Lori Smith Joey Kunselman

Weekly Contributions

Envelope Contributions $2,891.00
Miscellaneous Cash Contributions $323.00
Total Contributions $3,214.00
Weekly Donations

Christian Education $25.00
Food Bags $50.00
Men’s Fellowship $70.00
Total $145.00
Total $3,359.00




Monday, September 9
6:00 p.m. Mission Team, Ministry Central
7:00 p.m.  Worship, Chapel

Tuesday, September 10
6:00 p.m. NA Meeting, Step Down Room

‘Wednesday, September 11
7:00 p.m.  Evening Circle, Parlor
8:00 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous, Step Down Room

Thursday, September 12

2:00 p.m. Food Bag Distribution, CE Lobby
5:00 p.m.  Echoes Bell Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Joyful Bells Rehearsal

Next Sunday, September 15
10:00 a.m. Worship

11:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Rwanda Sunday

Autumn Leaf Festival is fast approaching. The Men’s
Fellowship needs your help. October 4 we will be parking cars
during the Craft Day and October 5 will be our concession
stand. We host our stand at the corner of 7® Avenue and Wood
Street. Our location is dependent on the weather so just look
for us!!! We will need parking lot staff, concession stand
workers, and any cookies anyone cares to bake! Call Bill
Champion to volunteer, 814-764-3886.

Special thanks to Charlie Siegel and Mike Hetrick for making
and installing the new handrail in the choir loft stairwell. It will
be appreciated every Sunday morning!

Acolyte Recognition: This morning we are celebrating our
acolytes. We are thankful for Gavin Kunselman and his
faithfulness to our acolyte program. We wish him well as he
graduates from this program. We are also thankful for Clara
Stants and Jeremy Willy and their dedication to the
program. Today we welcome Audrina Champion, Andrew
and Nathan Scovel, and Sawyer Kunselman as a new class
of acolytes. We look forward to their role in our worship
services.

Sunday School starts today for children and adults. Join us
for Bible lessons, crafts, songs, and snack immediately
following church in the CE building. Adults meet in the
Chapel. .

Sign up ends today! Come watch the musical "Annie" at
the Barrow-Civic theater with us on September 29th at 2:00
PM. Then join us after the show for dinner at a
restaurant. Please sign up in the Ramp Room today! Ifyou
have any questions, ask someone on the Fellowship
Committee or the Christian Education Committee.

Peacemaking Offering As Presbyterians, we view peace as a
core part of our identity and calling as believers. It is a
central declaration of the gospel, calling us to model our lives
in the pattern of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. This
special PC USA offering will be collected until October 6.
Together, we can transform cultures of violence into
communities of peace.

Men’s Fellowship/Breakfast is a group of men from the
area. We meet the third Saturday of the month; October 19,
November 16 of 2024 and January 18, February 15, March
15, April 19, and May 17 of 2025. We meet at 8:00 am in
the social hall, and enjoy a breakfast and fellowship,
followed by a guest speaker. All men are welcome. Please
contact Bill Champion with any questions or to let him know
you plan to attend, 814-764-3886.

Randy Cable Bertie Gibson

Margy Port Dan Clark

Don McCord Amy Benhoff

Shirley McKinley Archie Kunselman

Pauline Henry Lori Beth

All our homebound members  Ryan Cornicki

Mary Biser Bereaved

Charlotte Hartman .
Kenneth Daugherty, Jr. Barr.ley Mecom friends and
Ben McKinley family

Laurie Dickey Maria Temchulla friends and
Anthony Louder family

Pat Hargest

Alice Davis Richard Moore friends and
Alexandra Sharrar family

Dr. Shannon Penland Bob McGregor friends and
Mary Kay Arth family

Tracey & Jody Hall

Mason Martin and family Around the World

Angelo Gehenio Everyone serving in the US
Joe Amato Military

Tom Minich

Rob Summerville
Evie Renwick

Gitwe Congregation in
Rwanda, our faith partners

Bridget Mattson

Corl ) Homebound Member

Ellen DiBernardo of the Week

Sam DiBernardo

Chuck Reninger Mary McCamant

Sara Bennefield Clarion Health Care & Rehab
Edd Myers 999 Heidrick Street

Jackie Primas
Grace Carroll
Mike Hiles
Kay Caller

Clarion, PA 16214
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