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Sound Program — Balad Al Fann
Location: Al Balad, Jeddah 2023
Duration: 21 December — 09 March

Program Brief:

At this unprecedented time of global misinformation, this program pays special attention to sonic forms of memory
recall and resistance through sound, silence and music. Through deep listening practice, the program emphasizes
principles of early developmental learning, including communal listening, music making, and storytelling. These
ways of learning mimic ancestral forms of wisdom and knowledge transference. While grounded in such traditions,
the program invites diverse voices allowing culture to develop in harmonious response to the world we now live in.
We invite folks to actively participate in these forms of remembrance through the following program:

22 December to 02 January: Electronic Sounds

As synthesized and electronics have the capacity to be one of the most inclusive modes of sonic transference, we
launch this program with music, this form born of resistance and survival in the mid-twentieth century. Artists are
invited to discuss through the music they now produce or collect in response to their memory and will offer
workshops in how to approach sound production for the purpose of synthesized, recorded, looped forms of
memory and story.

01 February to 14 February: Alternative Arab Narratives

Live musical narratives: experiencing an alternative Arab set of sounds representing the ethnic and cultural
diversity of Jeddah and our region, artists are invited to share their musical expression in relationship to their
contexts as well as exchange with local artists. The exchange reflects a much-needed sense of allyship in our forms
of remembrance at this time.

15 February to 21 February: Folk Remembrance

These weeks are dedicated to forms of learning that are traditional to the local culture, prioritizing women and
children’s circles. Most of these weeks will focus on rhythm and Arabic poetry as a form of time keeping and
memory transference.

22 February to 09 March: Listening and Presence

The final weeks of the program will delve into deep listening as a form of inner reflection, and presence, activated
through academically driven artists and musicians engaging with sound and music as a form of intellectual and
emotional rigor, as well as self-determination and collective empowerment. Sound here plays the deeper role that
it can play, becoming an psycho-emotional gateway to transformation.

About Sawtasura:

A curator led platform for organizing, collecting, archiving musical histories in the Arab and Gulf region in particular
in collaboration with research led artists of different mediums with the goal of offering alternative and sonic ways
of knowing. Initiated in 2020, sawtasura currently holds over 100 records of women’s musical history in KSA.
Sawtasura works across individual, government, private and non for profit organizations.

Design Partners, Kham Studio:

Kham is a Jeddah based creative studio dedicated to enriching and enhancing the creative journey by offering
facilities, tools, and consultations to a diverse range of practitioners and clients. From individual artists to
organizations, we are a dedicated team offering tailored services and support in a one stop spot where you can
bring your ideas to life.



Technical and Event Programming Partners, Wall of Sound:

Founded in 2020, Wall of Sound is not just your typical record label. We pride ourselves on prioritizing our mission,
which is to nurture talent through artistic and professional development. We accomplish this by investing time in
recruiting, mentorship and promotion and consider the artists we work with as family and are always looking for
new ways to elevate their careers and experiences. At Wall of Sound, we believe in creating a culture where artists
can freely express themselves and push the boundaries of their creativity. We provide the support and guidance
needed for them to truly shine and showcase their talent to the world.
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