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THE HEALTH, EQUITY & ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS REGULATION 
WHAT DOES THIS AIR POLLUTION REGULATION DO?

Use this graphic to better understand the Health, Equity & Environmental Impacts
(HEEI) regulation. The HEEI is a proposed community-driven regulation to address the
overburdening of air pollution and their cumulative impacts on our local health, safety &
well-being. The City of Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Air Board will host a public-hearing
to include public comment this December 4th - 8th, 2023 at the ABQ Convention Center.

The health, equity and environmental impacts analysis provides an additional layer of protection and security from pollution

THE PERMITTING PROCESS DOES
NOT ADD TO THE CUMULATIVE
IMPACTS OF AIR POLLUTION IN
OR AROUND OVERBURDENED
COMMUNITIES OR FURTHER

DEGRADE AIR QUALITY

WHAT IS AN ‘OVERBURDENED COMMUNITY’?
An overburdened community are those neighborhoods who face high-risk and vulnerability
from the air pollution that is already permitted. These neighborhoods face multiple sources of 

air pollution along with underlying social, economic and health inequities which increase harm caused.

a neighborhood at *50th percentile or above for                              of the following
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Traffic Proximity & Volume
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Youth Asthma Rate
Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD)
Heart Disease & Stroke

scan to see risks
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ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS HEALTH RISKS

*50th percentile means more likely than over half the county to face a health or environmental risk factor
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WHAT ARE ‘CUMULATIVE IMPACTS’?
The Cumulative Impacts of air pollution are the total burden from chemical and

non-chemical air pollutants and their interactions that affect the health, well-being, 
and safety of a person or population at a point in time or over a period of time. 
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scan to learn more

https://youtu.be/0c5ilLLm3zA?si=u5FGJmJk2C41yAsp&t=125
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WHO & WHERE IS MOST IMPACTED by air pollution in Albuquerque, NM?  

speak up
Burqueños

NON-CANCER
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CANCER
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the HEEI stops
dirty businesses 
exploiting our 

clean air & land

make public
comment
this DEC.
4th-8th!
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by more than 1 in 1 million or above county average
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WHO IS REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE HEEI REGULATION?

PROVEN BENEFITS of reducing and preventing air pollution and air toxics
Economic Returns $
to Local Economy

Increase Quality
of Health Care

Better Health Outcomes
& Life Expectancy

Healthier Working
Conditions / Less Sick Days

Reduce Crime &
Improve Public Safety

Clean Air Sheds &
Improved Visibility

Increase Access to
Food & Nutrition

Improve Learning &
Education Outcomes

ANY AIR POLLUTION 
PERMIT APPLICANT

examples of air pollution permit holders who would need to comply
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Land-based

Peoples

Immigrant &
Refugees

Unhoused &
Homeless

People
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People Living
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Areas

Pollinators
Pets, Birds,

& Bugs

Energy, Chemical
& Construction

Workers

Firefighters
and First
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Pregnant
Women

LOCAL OVERBURDENED
NEIGHBORHOODS*

SOUTH BROADWAY
SAWMILL
SUPPER ROCK
SINGING ARROW
LOS VOLCANES
PAJARITO
GREATER GARDNERSmall Local

Business

WWW.LOSJARDINESINSTITUTE.ORG
SCAN FOR 

WEB VERSION

Athletes &
Sports

Players 

Traditional
Craftspeople

Fishers &
Hunters

Safer & Cleaner 
Streets

Healthier Soil
& Fresh Water

*a partial list from U.S. Government data, CEJST, 2023

scan for source

any applicant filing for an air pollution permit must conduct and pass a health risk screening for cancer and respiratory hazard
this screening applies for the one square mile area surrounding the proposed pollution source they wish to build or modify 

air pollution kills and causes disease to more populations than any other environmental hazard. clean air  protections result in huge benefits and returns.

Urban Native

WHAT ELSE DOES THE HEEI REGULATION INCLUDE?

within 1 mile of the proposed polluting source

% population non-White Hispanic;
 % below federal poverty;
 % 25 and older with no high school
diploma or equivalent credential;
 % under age five and % over age 64;
% over age five w/ English 2nd language.

SOCIO-ECNONOMIC ANALYSIS IMPROVE PUBLIC NOTICE
& PARTICIPATION

Mail notice and HEEI report
       in English/Spanish and any      
       language spoken by more   
       than 3% of population
    • Community meeting on HEEI 
       report and any concerns

REPORT HISTORY
& CONTROL TECH

Applicant law & regulation
compliance history
Control & mitigation

       measures

and more!

SCAN FOR REG

https://publications.rifs-potsdam.de/rest/items/item_6001217_8/component/file_6001218/content
https://publications.rifs-potsdam.de/rest/items/item_6001217_8/component/file_6001218/content
https://publications.rifs-potsdam.de/rest/items/item_6001217_8/component/file_6001218/content
https://www.ctif.org/news/scientific-work-group-within-who-determines-firefighters-are-high-risk-occupational-cancer
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://publications.rifs-potsdam.de/rest/items/item_6001217_8/component/file_6001218/content
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/clean-air-act-and-economy
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/07/damage-from-air-pollutants-you-won-t-hear-about-from-your-doctor
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/07/damage-from-air-pollutants-you-won-t-hear-about-from-your-doctor
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/707127#:~:text=The%20results%20suggest%20that%20exposure,leads%20to%203.7%25%20more%20crimes.
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ES-10.14.20-Fowlie-Walker-Wooley.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://www.epa.gov/ej-research/epa-research-environmental-justice-and-air-pollution#:~:text=Yet%2C%20studies%20show%20that%20many,adults%2C%20children%20and%20pregnant%20women.
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2018-more-than-90-of-the-worlds-children-breathe-toxic-air-every-day
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2018-more-than-90-of-the-worlds-children-breathe-toxic-air-every-day
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2018-more-than-90-of-the-worlds-children-breathe-toxic-air-every-day
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/study-examines-disparities-air-pollution-affecting-native-american-communities
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/study-examines-disparities-air-pollution-affecting-native-american-communities
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35750189/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35750189/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35750189/
https://ej4all.org/life-at-the-fenceline
https://www.reading.ac.uk/news/2022/Research-News/Pollution-and-pollination#:~:text=Observations%20revealed%20there%20were%2062,%2C%20moths%2C%20hoverflies%20and%20butterflies.
https://www.reading.ac.uk/news/2022/Research-News/Pollution-and-pollination#:~:text=Observations%20revealed%20there%20were%2062,%2C%20moths%2C%20hoverflies%20and%20butterflies.
https://www.ctif.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/FBU%20UCLan%20Contaminants%20Interim%20Best%20Practice%20gb.pdf
https://www.ctif.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/FBU%20UCLan%20Contaminants%20Interim%20Best%20Practice%20gb.pdf
https://www.ctif.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/FBU%20UCLan%20Contaminants%20Interim%20Best%20Practice%20gb.pdf
https://www.heart.org/en/news/2023/02/14/moms-exposure-to-air-pollution-even-before-pregnancy-may-raise-babys-heart-defect-risk
https://www.heart.org/en/news/2023/02/14/moms-exposure-to-air-pollution-even-before-pregnancy-may-raise-babys-heart-defect-risk

