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Who Is Jesus: Epiphany 2025 Bible Study

Jesus, the preacher
Opening Premise

Jesus is the Word of God. He is a living sermon. From the words he says to the miracles he demonstrates. Jesus
is the living Word, unlike any other word spoken

What is Preaching?
Name an impactful sermon you have heard.
What made it impactful?
How was the death and resurrection of Jesus proclaimed in that message?
What change in your life came about because of that sermon?

Why can’t one sermon just be enough?

Jesus the Word

The good news was not only the content of Jesus’ sermons; it was Jesus.
Jesus is truth, he not only told us the truth about God, he enacted the truth about God.
It’s not his particular truth if it is not followed, obeyed, embodied, and enacted.

Jesus would talk to anybody, it is not his truth if it is not true for all.

Closing Thought:

Jesus, the living Word, is not a self-help guide to get us through the week. Jesus, the living Word, is not just a pat
on the back for God’s promises are all sufficient and there is nothing else. Jesus is a particular truth that touches
something at the root of who we are, naming our falling short, empowering our new living, leading us to see a
world created by God, loved by God, and renewed by God.

Closing Prayer

Jesus, open our ears that we may listen, open our eyes that we may see, open our hearts that we may follow,
obey, embody, and enact, the truth that you proclaim. Amen



Today’s Bible Verses
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account
of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is
how their ancestors treated the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 28 bless those who
curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you,
and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you would have them
do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love

them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, what credit is that to you? Even sin-
ners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind
to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? 40 A
disciple is not above the teacher, but every disciple who is fully qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do
you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to
your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,” when you yourself do not see the log in your
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your neighbor’s eye.

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its
own fruit. For people do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a bramble bush. 45 The
good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure pro-
duces evil, for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I tell you? 47 I will show you what someone is like
who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. 48 That one is like a man building a house who dug
deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not
shake it because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a
house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, it quickly collapsed, and great was
the ruin of that house.”



