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Dear Friends and Family, 

Thank you everyone who helped with the dinner for the MRHS Marching Band on 
Friday.  There is a lot of time between the parade and the game, but that much time 
that kids can go and find something to eat.  So we really help them out a lot.  The 
band members were very thankful for the sandwiches, chips, apples, and cookies we 
had for them.  And they had a great performance during the halftime show, which 
prepared them for their final band show which was Saturday at Western Illinois 
University.
We have a great community partnership with MRHS.  And sometimes it doesn't feel 
like we are making a difference, because serving the students as we do doesn't 
translate into their attending our worship.  But we do not serve to get people to join.  
We serve because God calls us to serve.  And we are called to a community that is 
wider than any definition worship attendance can give.  So, we should see the 
MRHS community as part of our community.  We should be over joyed when they 
get a meal from us (Homecoming Weekend), or they sing (Madrigals) for us, or 
when they are practicing or their solo or ensembles in our building (in February).  
The students of MRHS may not attend now, or even ever, but they will know the 
kindness and the welcome they received from us.  And that will sit in their hearts 
forever.
This is one of the many ways we serve beyond our walls, one of the many ways our 
giving and supporting our budget helps our community, one of the many ways we 
follow Jesus.
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Sunday Schedule 

9:30 AM Coffee 

10:00 AM 

Worship 
Sunday School 

Oct 25 
November 8, 22

9:45 AM 

The Bible Says So 
Come dive into topics and explore what we think the Bible says versus what the 

Bible actually says.  We will use the book "The Bible Says So: What We Get Right 
(and Wrong) About Scripture's Most Controversial Issues" by Dan McClellan as 

our guide for this study. 
Tuesday mornings at 11 AM on Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 and Nov 3 and 10

at Faith United Presybyterian Church 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM on Oct 8, 15, 22 and Nov 5, 12, 19

at First Lutheran Church
The Second week we are looking at chapter 19; the third week we will look at 

chapter  9.

James Gallagher
Cross-Out



All Saints Day Celebration 

The All Saints Day Celebration is Sunday, 
November 1st.  We will have our regular 10 AM 
worship followed by a special luncheon hosted by 
the congregation council.  The luncheon will be 
soups and salads.

This is an opportunity to celebrate with all the 
families we name in our remembrances, our 
honoring, and our welcoming to the table. Please 
plan to stay for this luncheon and be a part of our 
congregation's All Saints celebration.

We are remembering those who have died since last 
All Saints Day.  These are the members, past or 
present, we are remembering: Marlene Moulden, 
Dean Sandstrom, Carol Hanson, Donna Hauge, Ila 
Roseberry, Cecil Lovdahl. 

We are honoring members of the church who are 85 
years old or older during 2026: Anna Lovdahl (85); 
Kay Lovdahl (85); Warren Dobry (86); Betty Bruyn 
(89); Helen Babcock (92); Eloise Swisher (92); 
Margaret Hackspacher (95); Glenna Martin (95) 
Lorene Nelson (95); Rose Youngquist (95).

We are also welcoming to the Communion Table 
these members who are learning about communion 
and preparing for first communion: Charlie and 
Brady Sandberg, and Sophie Shrader.

Jamieson Community Center 
Volunteering need

Jamieson Community Center needs volunteers to assist 
with packing "weekend meals" for students in the MR 
School district, grades pre-K to 6th grade.

Volunteering is needed on Wednesdays from 2 to 3 PM.  
The center packs about 80 meals.  4 to 6 volunteers get 
this done in about an hour.  

Please let Pastor Jamie know if you are interested in 
volunteering for this.  We are hoping to establish a small 
group of volunteers that could work regularly for 
Jamieson Community Center.  

It would be great if First Lutheran Church could have a 
monthly Wednesday we always provide volunteers for.

Our Halloween Fun night is a great holiday tradition.  We 
set up our fellowship hall into a space of Halloween 
games and activities.  The Day Care and Preschool and 
the Church come together to put this event on for our 
community.

We recruit help from the high school and from the scouts 
to also help.
How can you help?  We set up on Wednesday, Oct 28 at 5 
PM.  We need donations of candy.  We can use help 
passing out treat bags with our church information in it 
when guests come in.  The event is Thursday, October 
29th at 6 PM.  
Bring your children, your grandchildren.  Just come 
yourself and see the fun happening.  We celebrate the fun 
of Halloween, the delightful costumes, the imaginations 
of everyone who dressed up as a favorite movie, tv, comic 
book character or as a scary monster.  
Halloween is always a fun time of the year, and our 
church provides a great community event.  We look 
forward to all the ways you help bring Halloween Fun to 
Monmouth this year.

Halloween Fun Night 

Are you interested in learning how to preach? Does 
your congregation have lay leaders ready to grow?

Preaching Among Friends is a seven-week online 
course through Backstory Preaching designed to 
equip and empower lay preachers with the 
confidence, skills, and support they need to share 
God's Word. 

This entirely online course will give lay preachers 
the tools needed to craft a compelling message of 
Good News while deepening their connection to 
God.  Talk to Pastor Jamie for more information.



Worship Guild Members  

*Changes from orginal publishing due to schedule changes
Save the Date 

Before we know it Advent will be here.  Sunday,  
November 22nd is the day we will decorate the 
sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas seasons.  

Please plan to stay will us that day for the decorating.  
Light refreshments will be shared after decorating.

Sunday, November 29th begins Advent.  We will 
welcome the MRHS Madrigal singers as they perform 
during our worship service.  This is an opportunity for 
us to hear them sing, and prepare us for their big 
Madrigal dinner held on Dec 5 and 6; and also is an 
opportunity for us to support their program.  Donations 
will be collected after the service for the MRHS Music 
Department.

The Red Hymnal in our pew is 20 years old! Incredible.

The ELW was published as a personal devotional 
resource as much as it was published as a 
congregational worship resource.  So, did you know the 
publishers included the Small Catechism in the 
hymnal?  Turn to page 1160.  It is all the way in the 
back, by the indexes.  You can read what Martin Luther 
wrote about the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, 
the Creed, and other central faith tenets Luther believed 
parents should teach their children at home.

ELW is 20 years old!

The Season After Pentecost May 
31 to November 22 

Next Sunday is Reformation Sunday.  We use the last 
Sunday of October to remember Martin Luther 
beginning a theological movement  that is still with us 
today.  

We experience this theological movement whenever 
we read the scripture in our own language and 
whenever we recall God's promises and how they 
outweigh our sinfulness.

The color of the day is red, a color associated with the 
Holy Spirit.  If you wish to wear red on Reformation 
Sunday, wear it proudly as a sign of the Spirit still 
moving within you, claiming you as God's child.

October 25 - Reformation Sunday

Usher: 
Reader:  
Communion: 
Narthex: 
Musician: 

Doug Cruce 
Trace Gallagher 
Chip Algren
 Linda McGuire 
Carolyn Kellert

November 1 -- All Saints Sunday

Usher: 
Reader:  
Communion: 
Narthex: 
Musician: 

Ray Golden 
Kurt Volz 
Diane Carlson  
Linda McGuire 
Janice Algren

November 8 -- Season after Pentecost

Usher: 
Reader:  
Communion: 
Narthex: 
Musician: 

Diane Carlson 
Julie Blaesing
Doug Cruce
Linda McGuire 
Janice Algren

November 15 -- Season after Pentecost

Usher: 
Reader:  
Communion: 
Narthex: 
Musician: 

Pam Van Kirk 
Steve Erlandson 
Mark Shrader
Linda McGuire 
Janice Algren



Sunday, October 18th - Season after Pentecost 
Sun, Oct 18 - 9:45 AM Sunday school
Tues, Oct 20 - 11 AM Bible Study at Faith UP 
Thurs, Oct 22 - 6:30 PM Bible Study in  

Fellowship Hall 
**************************************** 
Sunday, October 25th - Reformation Sunday 
Sun, Oct 25 - 9:45 AM Sunday School
Tues, Oct 27 - 11 AM Bible Study at Faith UP 
Wed, Oct 28 - 5 PM Set Up Night for Halloween 
Thurs, Oct 29 - 6 PM Halloween Fun Night 
**************************************** 
Sunday, November 1st - All Saints Sunday
Sun, Nov 1 - Congregation Celebration Meal after 

worship
Mon, Nov 2 - 7 PM Building and Grounds
Tues, Nov 3 - 11 AM Bible study at Faith UP 
Thurs, Nov 5 - 6:30 PM Bible Study in Fellowship 
***************************************** 
Sunday, November 8th - Season after Pentecost 
Sun, Nov 8 - 9:45 AM Sunday School
Tues, Nov 10 - 11 AM Bible Study at Faith UP 
Thurs, Nov 12 - 6:30 Bible study in Fellowship Hall
*****************************************
Sunday, November 15th - Season after Pentecost
Thurs, Nov 19 - 6:30 PM Bible study in Fellowship

Hall

Notice something missing from the calendar? Please 
contact the church office, and we will add it to next 
week’s newsletter. 

Oct 16 Ayla Johnston 
Oct 18 Loretta Reynolds 
Oct 21 Betty Bruyn 
Oct 26 Paula Buban 
Oct 28 Jackie Heerwagen 
Nov 9 Ted Hanson 
Nov 19 Jan Martin 
Nov 23 Jenny Sanberg 
Nov 26 Brady Sanberg 
Nov 28 Ray Golden 
Nov 29 Brenda Jones 
Nov 30 Glenna Martin 
Nov 30 Judy Sanberg 
Dec 2 Linda McGuire 
Dec 13 Kathy Erlandson 
Dec 13 Ben Sanberg 
Dec 16 Michael Pearson 
Dec 17 Caleb Sanberg 
Dec 17 Jackie Slater 
Dec 18 Adam Sanberg 
Dec 23 Derek Johnston 
Dec 26 Janice Algren 
Dec 28 Emma Nuckles 
Dec 30 Gary Sanberg 
Jan 3 Ellen Shrader
Jan 4 Kay Bailey
Jan 5 Neal Heerwagen 
Jan 5 Dennis Terpening 
Jan 5 Mike Jurgens

Janet Lowe, Pat Clark, Dee Dee Yez,  Richard Schlicher, 
Donna Winbigler, John Van Kirk, Kurt Volz, Wes Lovdahl, 
Anna Lovdahl
Please let the church office know any updates that are 
needed to our prayer list.  

Feb 22 Kenny & Nancy Reynolds 
Mar 14 Jim & Tammy Slater 
Apr 2 Don & Kathy Fillman 
Apr 28 Ron & Deb Manuel 
May 5 Craig & Brenda Jones 
May 6 Chuck & Connie Larimer 
May 21 Ted & Sue Hanson 
Jun 4 Gary & Judy Sanberg 
Jun 7 Angela & Kathleen  

Bradley-Volz 
Jun 7 Dennis & Becky Terpening 
Jun 8 Ben & Jenny Sanberg 
Jun 12 Neal & Jackie Heerwagen 
Jun 13 Michael & Barb Pearson 
Jun 14 Doug & Kathi Cruce 
Jun 14 Rich & Nancy Hanson 
Jun 15 Rob & Tammy Ravel 
Jun 19 Stan & Diane Carlson 
Jun 23 Mike & Susie Jurgens 
Jun 23 John & Pam Van Kirk 
Jun 26 Dave & Kathy Erlandson 
Jun 26 Gary & Jan Martin 
Jun 30 Chip & Janice Algren 
Jun 30 Warren & Marlys Dobry 
Jul 2 Jeremy & Wendy Anderson 
Jul 8 Tom & Pam Best 
Jul 12 Steve & Karen Erlandson 
Jul 24 Michael & Julie Blaesing 
Aug 4 Ray & Shelly Golden 
Aug 28 Hal & Kathy Tate 
Sept 2 Dennis & Denise Mann 
Oct 11 Jamie & Katie Gallagher 
Oct 15 Ken & Theresa Miller 
Oct 25 Mark & Ellen Shrader 

For corrections and 
updates, please call the 

Church office. 
Every Sunday 9:30 AM 
Fellowship Gathering 10:00 
AM Worship 



Remember how short my time is -- for what vanity you have created all mortals!  Who can live and 
never see death? Who can escape the power of Sheol? -- Psalm 88:47-48

When we consider the ways the Bible discusses the after life, one of the first things we have to recognize is the Bible 
does not have a single notion of what the afterlife is.  We have to remember that authors from across 1000 years were 
writing about their experiences and their theological wondering.  These authors were writing using influences from 
their own culture and  other cultures around them.  So, for many of our ancient ancestors of faith, death only led to a 
place called Sheol.  Sheol was simply the word used to define a place where all the dead lived. The good dead, the 
bad dead, the extremely evil dead. At different times different authors understood this place to be with God or 
separated from God, a place where waiting for something else known was happening, a place where nothing was 
going to happen.  
Today, we think of death leading to a place of judgment where an individual either receives eternal reward (heaven) 
or eternal consequence (hell). But even a concept like hell as we think of it isn't expressed in any single notion across 
all scripture.  In the New Testament, where authors are writing across a 60 or 70 year stretch of time, the concept of 
what happens to "sinners" is sometimes expressed in a concept where sinners will be annihilated, or where sinners 
will have a space of temporary punishment and still be able to be restored to God, or others yet seem to express the 
notion that sinners will face eternal conscious torment.  
The authors who wrestled with what happens to sinners after death were all trying to answer a question we still have 
today ... how does God's justice happen?  Especially when there is some really intense evil things that happen.  
Murderers, warmongers, despots, tyrants, sexual abusers, these are just some of the categories of evil that our 
ancestors of faith wondered about - if these evil crimes are committed now, they thought, God must have a plan for 
justice in the next life.  We still wrestle with evil in the world today.  We still wonder about Hitler, Stalin, Putin, 
North Korea's dictator Kim.  We still have mass murders we can list.  We still have horrific sexual abuse that is 
rampant, as happened recently at Cornell University and the University of Chicago. What do we do with evil?  What 
hell awaits those who sin so badly here justice on earth isn't good enough? We want answers.  And the reality is the 
Bible doesn't give clear answers.  It does give clear space for wrestling, for wondering, for seeking an answer, for 
knowing and trusting that what ever happens next, God is in charge.  Peace, Pastor Jamie

Jan, Mosaic == $140 

Feb, Lutheran Disaster Response ==$252 

Mar, ELCA World Hunger == $900 

Apr, Special Olympics == $550 

May, Recharge Center == $380 

June, St. Jude Run (Wendy Anderson) == $625 

July, LWR school and health kits == $372 

Aug, Kiwanis Club == $280 

Sept, Strom Center  == 

Oct, LSSI

Nov, Lutheran Day Care & Preschool 

Dec, Jamieson Center 

Vision and Purpose Giving 

This October, the Council has added Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois to our Vision and Purpose Giving.  
LSSI is an agency that provides many resources to 
families, from counseling to adoption and fostering, 
and more.  We will have a representative from LSSI 
join us on Sunday, October 25th to tell us more.

Please join us in welcoming LSSI to our worship, and 
in blessing LSSI with our generosity  

Thank you for all the ways you support our Vision and 
Purpose Giving throughout the year. 
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