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Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in
heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
At our All-Committee Bible study on Tuesday, January 22nd, we heard these words from
Jesus. They are the last words the Gospel writer Matthew gives us from Jesus. They
are commonly called The Great Commission. We reflected on these words as they
pertain to our different committee mission statements. We asked ourselves how these
words inform our committee mission statements and how these words prod us to
adjust our mission statements to be more in line with God’s word. That is the basis of
our all committee study, reading God’s word and asking how it informs our
understanding and how it reforms our understanding of our mission identity.
Over the course of the next few months, our committees will reflect on 5 more key
Bible passages and, as we complete our work, we may find some committees
strengthened in their mission identity while others may realize their ministry has come
to an end, or their ministry may be heading in a new direction. We won’t know until
the end how it will turn out. That is the exciting part of this study, there is no
predetermined outcome – there is just the Word of God and the People of God
intersecting in great ways.
In a simpler way, this is what happens every week in Sunday worship. The Word of
God is proclaimed, and the people of God reflect individually on the Word of God that
is proclaimed. Sometimes the Word of God offers us comfort – when we are broken,
downhearted, and full of sin. Sometimes the Word of God challenges us, it pushes us
in uncomfortable ways, especially when it points us to those who are broken,
downhearted, outcast, and full of sin.
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Letting the Word of God provide comfort and letting the Word of God push us in
uncomfortable ways is the gift that God has given to us in this Word. It doesn’t
always feel like a gift. We would much rather receive all comfort and not be
challenged. But the two-edged sword of the Word of God is a gift only when it
provides comfort AND pushes us in uncomfortable ways.
It is a gift that does not come with easy answers. There are no “Do this … Get that”
action/reward kinds of things here in the Word of God. There is simply God has
gifted the world with salvation in Jesus, now Go … make disciples … Teach … and
Remember.
In Christ,
Pastor Jamie

Did you get your Yearbook and Photo Directory?
For our 150th Anniversary, we set a goal to provide a current photo directory
along with our membership directory and annual yearbook. This resource
is now available for pick up after worship in the narthex or by calling
the church office to get a copy. Please limit one copy per household.
Now, as with every directory, there may be occasional errors in spelling
of names or misprinted contact information. If you find one of these errors,
please know we are sorry. Every effort was made to make this as accurate as
possible. Please send an email or call the church office with the correction, so we
can fix the error for the next membership directory and yearbook. Thank you.

Also, the yearbook does have a list of assisting roles for worship for
the entire 2019 year. Lectors, communion assistants, ushers, and visual aid
assistant roles are all assigned. Reminder letters/emails will go out before each
week to those assigned and those letters/emails will include a list of substitutes.
If you cannot make it to your assigned day, please simply call one of the subs,
that way worship will continue smoothly. Again, thank you.
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MAIL RECEIVED
Thank you for your cards and prayers
upon the loss of our sister, Judy.
A special Thanks to Pastor Jamie for
his visits at our homes and Church.
- DeeDee & Connie

The Family of Shane D. Johnson is very
grateful for your numerous prayers
throughout the years.
Although we are saddened by our loss, we
are comforted that he is now at Peace.
Your friendship is a wonderful gift.

Dear church members,
First of all let me apologize for not getting this into the January newsletter.
I am writing this a week before Christmas and the January newsletter
is already done. I guess it’s better late than never.
I just want to say thank you for all that you do for our center. There
are many individuals as well as groups from the church who contribute
to our center. Some donate money (endowment, Thrivent, fundraiser cash, etc.).
Monetary donations were up a bit from previous years and we appreciate it.
Some people donate food and other necessary items which helps tremendously.
Others help clean. Some work on building and grounds.
And, as usual, the annual Christmas wreaths are always a success.
Our board members go above and beyond their required duties. Besides the
regular board meetings, they volunteer their time, they donate food and other items,
help with fundraisers, help clean, and they provide a tremendous amount of support
and advice. They remain positive and encouraging throughout the entire year.
Thank you to all of the members of the congregation for your support. Please know
that we truly do appreciate your kindness regardless of how small or how large.
Sincerely,
Sandi Harmon
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PARTNERSHIP & OUTREACH
Partnership Opportunity with MRHS Choir Program
During February, our church will provide practice space in four rooms where students
and accompanists will prepare for the solo and ensemble contest. From February 4th to
March 1st, each school day from 9 AM to 1 PM, up to four rooms with pianos may be in
use. Mr. Ferry will coordinate with Courtney in the office to ensure none of our
regularly scheduled ministries will be disrupted by this partnership. If you happen to
stop by the church and hear a room being used for practice, please be courteous and
do not disrupt the practice. It may be tempting to want to walk in and listen, but that
could distract the student or the pianist.
Also, our church will partner with the high school to host the Organizational Contest on
April 12th from 12 PM (noon) to 9 PM and again April 13th from 8:00 AM to 3:00
PM. Our church will provide our sanctuary space as the concert hall for high school
choirs from all over the region who come to perform. These concerts are open to the
public to come and listen. Mr. Ferry has complimented our sanctuary as a beautiful
space for concerts, and we know that well from our using it every week. It will be a joy
to hear the many high schools singing on these two days.
It is a gift that we are located next door to the high school and that we can be in
partnership with the high school to help students prepare for such a big event. We will
provide further updates in our weekly bulletin announcements and in our Thursday email blasts.

Parking Lot Ministry
Our church parking lot provides a certain convenience to some students and teachers
at the high school. Some days, however, that convenience for them seems to be a
nuisance for us. Pastor Jamie has developed new flyers he is placing on high school
daytime cars, and also new flyers for cars that park in the evenings for events like
basketball games and concerts.
If you would like to help Pastor distribute these flyers, he would appreciate
help. Daytime flyers are usually placed on cars between 10 AM and 11 AM. If you are
available during the days to help pass out these half-sheet flyers, let Pastor Jamie know.
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Evening flyers happen only when events at the high school are happening, and so that
varies. If you happen to attend basketball games, volleyball games, or any of the
concerts, and want to help, see Pastor Jamie in advance and he will get you copies of
the nighttime full-sheet flyers. These flyers are designed to be invitational. The
nighttime flyers invite people to our Sunday worship, and if a special ministry is
happening, that is included also.
The daytime flyers also provide an invitation to Sunday worship and Sunday
school. These flyers also provide a very short devotional, a description of what one of
our ministries looks like, and some very brief parking lot rules.
It is our hope to train the high school students to only use the spaces along the
playground fence, and to not exceed 12 cars on any given day using our parking lot. It
will take a long time to train these students, and next school year we will start all over
again. Please be patient with our high school neighbors as we work on helping them
learn how to share our parking lot.

The Open Door
Warren Dobry is working hard at getting this ministry opportunity off the ground. We
are looking for adults who can work along with Warren, especially since we are moving
this ministry into the Parish House and we want to provide the upstairs apartment
space as a space for kids to hang out for watching Netflix or playing one of our game
systems. Snacks, like popcorn and drinks, will be provided as well.
The aim for this ministry is teens who do not have a safe space at home. The goal is to
open the Parish House on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7:30 PM to 10 PM for
these teens. Adults who are there need no special training, just a love for hanging out
with kids, and a willingness to help provide a safe space. For more information, please
ask Warren or Pastor Jamie.

The Open Table
Doug Cruce and Pam Van Kirk shared a couple of temple talks about the Open Table
ministry that is coming to Monmouth. We had some very good training events in
January. If you are interested in learning more about the Open Table and how to be a
part of it, please ask Doug, Pam or Pastor Jamie.

Our Church

Page 8

FEBRUARY Anniversaries
Bill & Pat Root
Kenny & Nancy Reynolds

2/4/1964
2/22/1975

55 years
44 years

FEBRUARY birthdays
Carsyn Miller
Elaine Sander
Becky Terpening
Ross Beedle

2/2
2/8
2/11
2/15

Keirstyn Johnson
Gary Martin
Mary Jane Olson
Teresa Miller

2/17 Heidi Niemann
2/17 Connie Larimer
2/18 Graham Johnson
2/26

2/27
2/28
2/29

WELCA Circles
FEBRUARY
Sarah

Naomi

Rose Youngquist

Betty Bruyn

Thank you to Janice Algren, Betty Bruyn,
and Glenna Martin for helping to
assemble the last newsletter!

Please Remember in Your Prayers
Kathy Bertelsen Keever, Peggy Kulczewski, The Loving Family,
Richard Reynolds, Bill Root, Marjorie Smith, Marjorie Swanson,
Kevin Terpening, Dave Erlandson, Chrystal Ragusca, Cecil Lovdahl,
Phil & Dixie Larson, Pam Best
If you have someone you would like included on the prayer list, please
contact the church office. Let Courtney know whom you would like
included, for how long, and if we can include their name on our website.
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WORSHIP HELPERS – FEBRUARY 2019
Altar Care:

Connie Larimer

Altar Flowers:

3 OPEN, 10 OPEN, 17 OPEN, 24 OPEN
Acolytes

Sanctuary:

3 & 10 Trace Gallagher, 17 & 24 Elise Blaesing
Communion Assistants

Chapel:

3 & 10 Cecil Lovdahl, 17 & 24 Butch Johnson

Sanctuary:

3 & 10 Julie Blaesing, 17 & 24 Gary Sanberg

Lectors
Chapel:

3 Rob Ravel, 10 Elaine Sander, 17 Kay Lovdahl,
24 Heide Gallagher

Sanctuary:

3 & 10 Maddie Blaesing, 17 & 24 Judy Sanberg
Ushers

Sanctuary:

3 & 10 Michael, Julie, Maddie, and Elise Blaesing,
17 & 24, Ben & Jenny Sanberg, Adam Sanberg
Visual Aid Assistants

Sanctuary:

3 & 10 Elise Blaesing, 17 & 24 Ben Sanberg
Please note that we are no longer having sign-up sheets.
March thru December Worship Helpers are listed in the Yearbook.

2019 Offering Envelopes
Numbered offering envelopes for 2019 are still available.
If you’d like envelopes but haven’t requested them yet, the simplest method
is to fill out the second half of a commitment card and drop it in the plate.
Or contact the office via any method to make your request!
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First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
December 11, 2018
(approved January 8, 2019)

The meeting was called to order at 6:53pm by President Ben Sanberg, followed with
devotions by Pastor Clark.

Present: Pastor Jamie, President Ben Sanberg, Ray Bruyn, Ellen Shrader, Diane
Carlson, Rose Sandstrom, Jim Johnson, Connie Larimer, Dave Bost, special guest
Pastor Clark
Absent: Steve Erlandson
Blessings & Concerns
- Communion at the rail the first Sunday of the month
- Council meetings at 6pm during winter months (January - March)
Motioned, Seconded, and Approved
- Minutes from November 13 Council Meeting
- Treasurer’s Report
- Approved purchasing new monitor and cord for worship band
- Approved submitted committee reports
- Approved changing May’s dedication of three Vision and Purposes offerings to
Northern Illinois Synod to two offerings
Message of Thanks
- Christmas Decorating Committee
- Christian Education & Youth for planning intergenerational Sunday School
New Business
- January 27th Annual Meeting at 9:30am
Meeting adjourned at 9:13pm
Next meeting is January 8th at 6pm
Ellen Shrader, Council Secretary
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COMING SOON
All Committee Bible Study – February 26th
The All Committee Bible study continues on February 26th at 7 PM.
The focus passage will be Luke 4:16-21. This passage is when Jesus
returns to his hometown, enters the synagogue, reads from Isaiah,
and declares the prophecy to be fulfilled this day. Feel free to read ahead
and see what Jesus said was fulfilled. Begin to let the Holy Spirit work
within you as you prepare for another exciting Bible study.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th
Mark your calendars! Lent begins March 6 th with Ash Wednesday.
We will have worship times for Ash Wednesday and Lent in upcoming
worship bulletins, Thursday email blasts, and the March newsletter.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Feb 26 - All-Committee Bible Study @ 7pm
Mar 6 - Ash Wednesday
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The deadline for the next newsletter
is NOON on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2019.
Please submit your articles by the deadline.
Articles for submission to Our Church
may be edited to fit the format.
Whenever possible, please submit articles
via e-mail (message text or attachment).
Thank you!

