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Gospel of Matthew

Summer 2026 Reading Challenge

e: Week : Matthew chapters 17 and 18
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God of the Law and the Prophets and the Grace in between, you show us your true self
in Jesus, who died and rose again that we may always know your perfect love. Draw us

closer to Jesus through the Law and the Prophets and your unending Grace so that we
may reflect him, and therefore you, in all we do. 1n his name we pray, Amen

The transfiguration story is a resurrection story. Some scholars will even point out that
it is the resurrection story, but Matthew placed it here in the middle of the story as both
a precursor to the resurrection and as encouragement for the journey to get there. So lets
find ourselves on this mountaintop today. Who are the people you would climb a
mountain with to experience Jesus?

Take a moment to reflect on that, These are those people you are closest with, who you
talk with about faith, who maybe worship with you, or maybe you study the Bible with.
Who are the James, John and Peter, who are going up this mountaintop today to
experience the revelation of Jesus?

At the top of the mountain, Jesus stands with Moses and Elijah. These are historic
figures for the disciples. They obviously had no photographs to know them, only their
historic legend. How do recognize God's Word in all its forms? 1s it a favorite translation
of the Bible? 1s it a favorite passage you keep going back to again and again for faith
encouragement? How do you know you are actually seeing God's full word here in front
of you? 1s there a pastor who shined a particular light on something that has stuck with
you? 1s there a litmus test you have for proving whether what you hear is truly God's
Word or not? James, John, and Peter all recognized the legends. How do you recognize
God's Word?

The disciples wanted to stay on this mountaintop, with the fullness of God's glory
wrapped around them. They wanted to build temples right there as houses for Jesus,
Moses, and Elijah. They did not want to leave this space -- what keeps you close to
God's Word? How do you try to hold onto the mountaintop experience? What glory are
you trying to capture so you never have to leave it's presence?

The moment, though, does end. Peter, James, and John are left standing with only Jesus,
who directs them back down the mountaintop. Think about your last deep encounter
with the Word of God. What is your take away? What hymn were you still singing as
you left worship? What prayer remains on your lips long after you heard it spoken?
What comes with you into the valley, the daily living, the back to work, back to chores,
back to family, back to errands, back to grandkids, back to ordinary?

Living faithfully consists of returning up the mountaintop. 1t lets us see God's glory,
where we have been, where we are going, and it reminds us God is with us -- always.
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Gathered by God, we live our faith with: Compassion, Grace, Gratitude, and Joy
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