
When we study the Bible, we learn how religion was practiced by the ancient faithful Jewish peo-
ple.  The center of Jewish religion was the Temple in Jerusalem.  At the Temple, priests made sac-

rifices, received offerings, celebrated festivals and proclaimed God’s law for all the Jews who 
made pilgrimages to worship at the Temple. 

 
In the Gospels a new place for Jewish people to gather and worship is introduced.  The syna-

gogue, which is not mentioned in the Old Testament, was a center for Jewish worship and study.      
Synagogue is a Greek word which means ‘gathering place.’  Some synagogues during Jesus’ time 
had buildings, some were just any place the Jewish people gathered, like the town square.   

 
When they gathered at the synagogue, town politics would be discussed, family issues dealt with, 

and celebrations shared.  In fact, much about the early synagogue shaped the early Christian 
church and is still present today in our modern church.  Preaching was a central element to wor-

ship at the synagogue.  The scriptures would be read from scrolls and the rabbi would sit while he 
taught the people what the scriptures meant and how they applied to their daily living.  Mean-
while, the Temple in Jerusalem remained important as the only place where sacrifices and other 

religious rituals were performed. 
 

If there is a synagogue in your community, it would be appropriate to speak with the rabbi, the 
spiritual leader of a synagogue, as a pastor is the spiritual leader of a church.  You can visit as a 

family or ask your confirmation teacher if your class can visit together.  Use your visit to explore 
the many similarities between Christian and Jewish beliefs and worship traditions.   

Chapter 3, Verse 35 reads: 
 

Anyone who does God’s will is my brother 
and sister and mother. 

 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 

Whoever does the will of God is my broth-
er and sister and mother. 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 

Reflect on that statement for a moment.   
 

What do you expect Jesus to be teaching, 
so that we can know if we are part of his 

family? 

Chapter 3 

Jesus is accused of casting de-
mons out in the name of Beelze-
bub.  Beelzebub is a word which 
can be translated as ‘prince of 
demons’ or ‘lord of the flies’.   
 
Beelzebub is another name for 
Satan, who is believed to be the 
leader of all the evil demons.  
More will be said about Satan 
and demons later in this study. 



The word disciple means “student” or “learner”.  The word apostle means “to be sent”.  In 
many ways these 12 men were both sent by Jesus and students of Jesus. 
 
Who are the 12 men chosen by Jesus to be disciples? 
 
 
 
 
What is the mission he sent them on? 
 
What do we do that shows we are students of Jesus? 
 
What do we do that shows we are sent on a mission from Jesus? 
 
As part of this week’s exercise, you should contact a member of your church council (who is 
not a member of your family) and ask this person these questions:  
 How do you understand yourself as a disciple and an apostle of Jesus? 
 What are ways members of your congregation can become better disciples of Jesus? 
 What mission has Jesus given to our congregation? 
Record the answers on a separate piece of paper and keep with your Bible studies.   
 
(if you have a hard time contacting a council person, ask your pastor to help you.) 
 

Praying together as a family is a special time.  Light a candle to 
remember that God is present in your midst as you pray.  Pray 
with your arms stretched up toward heaven, reach as high as 
you can. 

 
Pray together:  O sending God, you have given us each a 
mission to do in this world.  Help us to better understand 
your message, so we can be better prepared to share it 
with our friends, neighbors and family.  Amen 
 
Talk about a fight you  recently had with someone.  How 
did it make you feel to be in that fight?  What are ways 

we can pray for forgiveness tonight?  Ask God to give his for-
giveness to you and the person you fought with.  Remember to 
tell this person you are sorry when you next see him/her.   
 
Conclude your time by saying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forev-
er and ever.  Amen 


